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decet , veneratione colunt ) F andatoribus; 
| - | 
quod nullus, tante familiz adfeitus, Li- 
brum quemlibet in dias luminss oras effunde- 
re audeat , quem Preles , adplaudentibus 
mul Cenſoribus , indignum prius non judi- 
caverit , . qui dintins in Veſtze penetralibus 
abditus lateret. Et graviſsimo ſane conft- 
lio; tametfi enim paucorum admodum , nutlo- 
rum reftins dixerim, nomina veſtris adſcribi 
Tabulis-/olent , qui folennia © Eruditionss 
ec ingenii ſui ſpecimina, vel ſcripts, vel con- 
files megieis , vel diſputationibus , abſtruſrora 
cirga Phyſices T heoremata, in Comituts publi- 
ce)habytrs , prius non exhibuerit ; 1deoque fit 
ſperandum, neminem ex us aut meditaturum, 
Wi-in publicum daturum aliquid , quod aut 
Philoſophum retta ratione utentem, aut pium 
atque ( hriftianiſmo imbutum- non deceat : ve- 
runtanien, cum quiſque ferme infatuantibus 
peſsime iſtius Srrenum, QiAaurias » blanditiis fit 
nimium obnoxius, Scriptorimg, plurimis inna- 
tum fit iſlinſmod{ vitium,quod ſui cerebri Mi- 
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ament ; quid  magis wideatur confultum, 
quam ut uniuſcujuſque Collegaram ſeripta, 
quam prelo T ypographico, prins ſubjician- 
tur examint eorum , quibus id munerss ſoct- 
orum ſuffragits demandatum , quo fit perſpe- 
Tum mags, an ex 11 utilitaty aliquid Arttum 
ſerentiarumque latifundin ſuccreſcat, «5 gents 
Hippocratice honors ? Huic proinde majorum 
Senatus-conſulto, nedum Philoſophiz , ejuſve 
ſobolis Medicine , aft etiam ſacris Religions 
Principius quadantenus ſartis teiſque conſer- 
vandu ( ſaltem quoad veſtre Ditions exten- 
fonem) utiliſimo , liberrima voluntatu mex 
EvyxamKoy tþſemet obtemperans; En, in manus 
tuas, Apollinez Artis infigne Deus ac Co. 


lumen , haſce meas Philoſophie Primitiag 
 trado: eo duntaxat nomine, quod ft oculatior; 


' tuo, quod _ inſtar omnium , judicio lucgs 
hujus uſura vi eantur digne; & majori,advey- 


Jus virulenta Sernicriticorum Zoiloramgue 


2ve® 


nervas |flagrantius , quam modeſtia ferat, 
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Svelyus, Autoritate foras prodeant premu- 
nite, &* Bonorum favori, pleniori cum gratia,, 
commendentur. Czteroqut , fi vel verbulum in 
ers aut ſaniort Phyſtologie, aut Fidei Chriſtia- 

na, aut.bonts denique moribus diſſonum C>-in- 
congruum reperiatur. vel T mers Blatti/que 
perrodende mox exponantur, vel fato ill: ſubja- 
ceant acerbiſiimo , quod exuſcitatum- impits. 
Artibus ab Erichthone cadaver olim., ad ro- 
gum quam citiſime reduxit, de quo tvy>u:; tle 
Poeta Lucanus, © 

Vadir"defunctus ad ignes. _ 
 Noneſt vero,quamobrem tam infauſte omi- 
ner. Omnes etenim,dum huncce Atheiſmi Tu- 
mulum:eſſem meditatus,tngenioli mei nervos, 
medinsfidius , eo ſemper intendebam , ut ret, 
3 ſuis genus filus ab Matre Sanita Eccle- 
fam III he 4-6 , Veritatis. tramiti 
infiterem: ne ab opintone quavis inſana,ſplen- 
didiſsimatametft veriſumilitudints fpecie lar- 
vata, aut Mens: aut Galamns "unquam: ullihi 
*4: deflete- 
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defleeretnr, ſalebroſa versns Hzreſeos, Er- 
roriſve diverticula ; que omnia ( Cardio-. 
gnoſten humillime conteſtor ) ab incunabulis 
uſque ex animo faſtidrvs. 
Nec meo,ad lapſus nimis prono, unice ſu- ' 
per hac re , confiſus ſum arbitrio : ſed &* la- 
bili minus quorundam etiam Theologorum, 
zngento ſupra uulgus literatorum multum per- 
ſpicaci, © quets nhl fit math cordi quam ip- 
amet veritas; quibus ſmgulas hujuſce T ratta- 
tus Phyſico-theologici /chedulas, dum atra- 
mento ſcriptorio adbuc diffluerent , tradids, 
ſerio &+ ſevere examinandas, imo ubicung, 11s 
opus viſum fuerit A = 
Horum itaq, zquabili judicio ft tuum etiam, 
Eruditorum Dictator, omni ex parte conſen- 
ferit, Librum huncce, ter ſacroſantiſiime Di- 
vini Numinis, ab execranda Atheorum impi- 
etate (tremendum cogitatu) palam impetite, 
Majeſflatts vindicem , magno. tuo Nomini 4 
me inſcribi conſecrarique patiatur , Gandorem 
tum, cateras tuas virtues undiquaque illu- 
| bs ſtrantem, 


—— 
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|  ftrantem , obnixe ac cum debita Dignitati tne - 
| obſervantia rogo. Fabrica eſt, cujus Funda- 
| menta praclarum iſtud «M atheſeos lumen, 
l Carrs1um dico (cut fe Fata diuturniorem 
mm terris indulſiſient incolatum + dubio procul, 
tam diu anxieque ab omnibus Sophix cultori- 
bus exoptatum , Phyfuolopiz ſanioris compen- 
dium Reſp. Literaria ab illo ſolo expettaſſet, 
1m ny_ excepiſſet) non ita pridem in Me- 
taphyſicis /uis Meditationibus poſuiſſe; certe 
vix me deceret pluribus tibi inſinuare : qui om- 
na ejus &* perluftraſti volumina , &* , quod 
folertiſimi pathognomonicon eſt ingenit, perlu- 
"cide*jamdudum intellexiſti Ainigmata. Fabri- 
ca eft, cujus flamina Lupovieus Vives, 
Paitiyeus Morn&zus, Marinus Maes-- 
S$8NNus, & PetTrus OassenDus ( He- 
roes publics Humane gents commodo, & no- 
 biliorum Difciplinarum incremento natt) ex 


denfifams conſertiſrimiſque ſau ſapientie ſyl- 
us profinenttr noby contultre. Fabrica,ut un” 
omnia-abfoluam-, cujas conſtrutttonem epic 


y 
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micus ferme ſceleratiſsimi hujus ſeculi Athe- 
tſmus ab omni Erudito efflagitaſſe videatur, 
omnes apud rettos remm eſtimatores : & 
quam nulli , niſt facrilegi Libertini noftri, 
quos apud Dei, & Religionis cauſa Aſſertore 
prorſus indigna habetur , inutilem cenſebunt 
vel ſupervacaneam. 

_ «Memini , Vir Excellentiſs:me, te efſe 1l- 
lum, qui me, poſt prematuram ſereniſiumi met 
 quondam Domim,, Carouh, fer# hujus Bri- 
tanniz noſtre «M onarche, Apotheofmm, non 
limis & invidiz vipereo veneno turgentibus, 
aſt ipſunsmet inſtar (;haritatu benignt riden- 
tibus ocults aſpexiſtt; in illuſtrem Collegit ve- 
fit foctetatem muttaſti ſepins ; tandemque, 
quum inaugurali meo munere defuntus eſſem, 
candlide exporretfaque (quod atunt) fronte eX- 
cepiſti, Deinceps vero, toties quoties Te, tan- 
quam 2 ſculapium redivroum , agrorum le- 
vandorum ergo, adivi; me, circa ftochaſmum, 
prognoſin, medendi methodum , prafidiorumg 
materiam , ſat prolixe, de more meo, difſeren- 
"2 tem 
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tem patienter CF fine maligno iſto medicaſtrs 
innato Contradicendi cacoethe audiiſtt , 
aut meam, ubi rationg afſentiret , comprobaſti 


ſententiam, aut rettiorem commonſtraſti. Me- 


mini etiam ( & magnum Hippocratis noſtri 


| | 9427 Mg habeam miht wratum , ſs tanti 


eneficit fuero unquam oblitus) quam paterno 
amore me,eptdemica ſuperioris anni Dyſenteria 
graviſiime & tantum non lethaliter infettum, 
viſttaſtt; quanta induſtria ſaluti mex invigila- 


[1.quam admiranda tandem Arte(favente Ar- 


chiatroCexleſti)animam meam abuſque Cha- 


met meditullio profundiſiime m 


rontis cymbula reduxiſti : ita ut digne canam, 


Auxiliis PrRuran, anima hxc mort- 
bunda reyxit; | 


Ut vigil,infusa Pallade,flamma ole. 


Hac omma manent alta mente repoſta, nec 
in Morts etiam erit tyrannide , viva inſynis 
tueme erga Humanitatus Charagmata, cordu 

culpta, peni- 

. 7 . p oF o 
Quid vero retribuam tibi Fau- 
: _ tor 


tus deradere. 


Qs 
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tor Ampliſsime , pro tot tantiſque favoribus, 
preter Animum Gratitudinus & Amor ple- 
niſsimum , 1gnoro prorſus : quem tibi mhinw; ig, 
u; additum , pro conſueta tua Benignitate 


agnoſcere digneru,etiam atg, etiam te obteſtor. 


(aterum ut mundo etiam untverſo clarins inno- 
teſcat hac mea %;>4i5i«;En,in ipſius teſtimonium 


levidenſe hoc rouwnews tibi offero:tot inter volu- 


mina,quibus inſtrutiſsimos babes Bibliothece 
tuz fornlos , infima vero claſſe reponendum. 
| Reftant adhuc mihi complurima, in grate 
ments wn, inſuper dicenda : ſed Am- 
phora jam exut,currente rota. Daun Oyr. 
Max. 11bi longos,es* benefico ſ[yderum afpeitu 
proſperos indulgeat annos , in Morborum fe- 
cunda nims ſobole, m Human geners excidi- 
um , quotidie naſcentium exantlationem feli- 
cem , ſimul ac Artunoſtra compendium ;, ex 
animo precor. 

Egþwor SoiCicums, b £ul mw Dimas Prefes. 

Ex muſeo meo Londini,Kal. Auguſt. anno 
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A PREPARATORY 


Adveruſement 
Rn. TO THE 
READER 
READER, i = 
COA 2AFEfore you ſet foot within the 


"7 door of this. our Phyſico. theo- 
Teh. logical Labyrinth (fo the ſeems 
&/ ingly intricate and}; obſcure 
248) method, whereinthe Rowes 
=< of ourown and others Cogi- 

tations are here ſet, may warrant you .to call 
ic) providenceenjoyn's , that we tender you a 
Preparatory Advertiſement of ſome things , whole 
przcognicion is requiſite, as well to your calm, 
unprejudiciall and fatisfaGory Lectwe, as to 
the Premunttion: of this wellantended Exter- 
priſe of ourPen, againſt bothhoſe implacable, 
though. 
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though always foyled Enemies to learned Indu- 
ſtry, 1mpertinent and parcel ContradiFion , and 
malevolent Cenſure. 

The Cardinall points, or Heads, under 
whoſe comprehenſion , All, whereof we hope 
a previous conſideration , "as your homely, 
but wholeſom Entertainment , during your 
ſhort Detention in this Portall , doth genuine- 
Jy and regularly fall ; are onely thele Four : 
VIZ. (1.) The Occaſion and Incitements to this 
Exerciſe, (2.) The Neceſsty and Juſtification of 
Naturall Theology , in generall ; and of this 
in particular , and therein principally of 
the Demonſtration of the Exiſtence of God , by 
beams univerſally deradiated from that 'Ca- 
tholick (riterion , the Light of Nature : (3.) The 
gratefull commemoration of thoſe venera- 
ble Authors, from whoſe repleniſh't Trea- 
{uries ,, the richeſt Contributions toward 
this Hoſpital! for the cure of miſerable Infidels, 
were derived : (4.) Our due Confeſsion of 
thoſe Defeffs and Impediments, which ren- 
dred us inſufficient ro the worthy Admini- 
ftration of a Province ſo difficulc, fo ſublime, 


ſo lacred , ſo diffuſive. 
As 


To. the Reader. 


As for the Fiſt Prxconſiderable , Viz; the 
| Occafion, it is a Truth, not more deplorable, 


then manifeſt, that this our Tſland.,, which 


may juſtly contend with moſt parts of the 
Earth. , for the Priority of Converſion to 
Chriſtianiſme , and might (Ah! thar the righ- 
ceous:Anger,of Divinity: hath-left us'\no- other 
Tenſe to fpeak-in!,) not many! yeares fince, 
have'challenged the Garland from che- whole; 
for the orthodox, zealous , and ſincere Pro- 


feſs:on thereof : hath - of late. produced and 


doth at this unhappy day foſter. more ſwarms 
of Atheiſticall monſters (ſuch at leaſt -, whole 
lIicentious Practiſes , and iinſolent Diſcour- 
ſes in Publick;, do- equally declare their wild 
Ambition to be-ſo accounted';-as if 'the-on- 
ly way to acquire the reputation of bein 
Tranſcendent Wits , were to ſcem able, with 
. bold and ſpecious, Arguments ,.,to: 1mpugne 
the greateſt and. moſt. facred 'erities;; nay 
ſuch, upon whole Admilsion , the Certitude 
of all other Notions doth individually depend) 
then any Age, then any Nation hath been infe- 
ſted withall. Nor,indeed,canthis 4ſſertron ſound 
harſh in the ears of any xquitable perſon, who 
a (hall 


—_- 
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ſhall buc Common , that Relioton (the vitall 


ſpirits of all Cymmonweals , and the SantZion 
of all Human Laws) and the ſacred Authority 
of \the Church (the onely Braſen Wall of defente 
againſt rhoſe Legtons of Errors, and Illuſions, 
which the common Adveyſary of mankind, 
by his ſubrle workings upon the © Deceptibritty 
of- our frail Nature , hath advanced) areboth 
ſo ſhatrer'd and undermined by our Farall 
Crvill Warre ; that there yet remain many and 
wide Breaches , at which whole Hoſts of the 
molt execrable Herefies, blaſphemous Enthufr- 
aſms , nay even -profes't Atheiſm have enter'd 
upon us, wirhour any conſiderable Oppoſir:- 
01: from choſe, who are ; by the duty of 
their: Place and Finf#ion, obliged ro bee the 
publick Champions of all facred Traths. This 
when wee had frequently , and not without 
_ due ſorrow conſidered, and upona profound 
and reiterated Examen of all' thoſe blood 
Sopkiſms, which are uſually urged by Athe- 
iits, to indubitate either the Exi/tence of 
God:, or thoſe his T'wo Cardinal Attributes, 
the Creation of the Univerſe, and the conſtant 
Conſervation. and- Moderation of the ſame , by his 
| | Providence, 


- 


ma the Reader. 
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| Procvidence ; found them to be derived from | 


one of thoſe two poyſonous Fountains , ei- 


ther that FIuman Aﬀettions are. imagined to be 


in God , or that man doth vainly arrogate o great 
Sagacity and perfettion of Prudence to - his owne 
Mande , as he thereupon preſumes to be able to com- 
prehend what God can , and determine what he ought 
| to do : we immedaately diſcovered , that the 
dire&t way to a full and durable Solution of 
chem all, was onely to advertiſe men'in the 
generall, that they ought to ſpeculate their 
own Mindes , as Finite ſubſtances, ' and the 
Supreme Eſſence, as an Infinite , and therefore 
Incomprebenfible one. For , this .immenſe Dſ- 
proportion being once abſtractedly cogitated , 
and in the '(cloleſt- preſſures of Iyfidelity always 
_ reflected upon: all thoſe Mounrainous Difþi- 
culties , which ſeems to. ecliple the Light of Na- 
ture, when converted toward Divinity, will 
ſoon leſſen, and vaniſh , like rorid Clouds 
before the Orient Sun. 


The way toward the facile Redargution of 


all, cither downright ; or 'oblique' and in- 
ferrible Atheiſticall Miſapprebenſions , appearing 
thus plain, the reſentment of our Duty, both 

a 2 to 


eAn Advertiſement 


to God, and our Fellowes in Humanity, ' to 
God in the vmdication of his injured Majeſty, 
to Man ,. inthe Ref#ification of perverted Judg- 
ments., according to the capacity of our Ta- 
lent; engaged us to artempt a ſhort 7%; toy 
therein. And to the incitement of this forci- 
ble Motive we the more readily conformed 
our Aſſent, becauſe, having not long before 
propoſed to our ſelves to erect an intire Fa- 
brick of Phyſicall Science upon Principles which 
ſeem to our judgement to be the moſt ſolid 
and' permanent, .becauſe moſt Demonſtra- 
ble, at leaſt, moſt Veriftmilous, as to the 
Solution of all Natures Phenomena., and firmly 
embraced. that 4xiom of the Schoolmen,, "Nul- 
la res , qualiſcunque eft ,  intelligi poteſt ,” mſi Deus 
prius intelhgatur , that no one thing in Nature 
can be known , unlefle the Authour of Na 
ture be firſt knowne): we conceived-it not on- 
ly no Apoſtaſie from our Firft Reſolutions; but 
a more opportune and advantageous' proſe. 
cution. of them , to beginne; at the Demon- 
ſration of, the|-Exiſtence ot the: onely. Per- 
fett Ens., and' lo. many of his | Proprieties , 
or Attributes, as relate to: the Univerſe in 

general), 


"To the Reader. 


generall , and Flumane nature in ſpectall : and 


this , as a Foundation, that muſt not. only ſup- 
port, but ennoble and facilitate our future ſu- 
perſtruttions. «> 
Nor could our often and penfive reflexions 
upon the vaſt Diſtance betwixt the yemoſt Ex- 
renſibilicy of aur Underſtanding , and the loweſt 
 partof this the moſt ſublime and excellent Sub. 
je alter or refra&tthis our Determination : for, 
ro counterpoyle that Diſconragement, we remem- 
bred, that to offend of Zeal, is more venial 


then to offend of Neglett. 
3 Now, albeit this was the Series, or ſubalter- 


nate ſyntax of our Thoughts , tro. which our De-. 


fignation of this Work, as the loweſt link , was 
connected ; yet dare. we not ſay, tharthis 


Argument was wholly of our own Elefion: 


for we havelong inclined-to that opinion of 
Socrates * , Eam mentem Du ſingulis | dant , ut 
communes utilitates in medium 'afferant ,  Thateve- 


ry. man's Province is impoſed upon him by. 


| the tacite conſignation: of Providence Divine, 
and that. itis the ſoft and ſecret Touch of thar 
Univerſal, Spirit , which' maintains the 'com- 
mon Harmony of the World., that Tames the 
#3 thoughts 


* In 9; ation, 
ad Philip. 
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rhoughts of every Individuall co this or that 
particular key : and therefore apprehended ic 
-as criminall , ro ſtifle or extinguiſh thoſe 
ſparks , which we could not but perceiveto be 
kindled, and glow within our breaſt. | 
Concerning the Second , viz. the Neceſs:ty of 
Naturall Theology , we are not fingular in our 
perſuaſion, that theſe rwo Politions, That there 
is a God, and that the Soul of man is a ſub- 
ſtance perfettly diſtinf# from his body , and endow- 
ed with Immortality , by the Charter of us Eſſence, 
are the Principall among thoſe Yerities, which 
are to be demonſtrated by Philoſophers , ra- 
ther then Divines. For, though to us whoſe 
Mindes are deeply imbued with the facred tin- 
ure of Chnſtianiſme , it ſufficeth to aſſume 
upon the evidence of meer Faith, that God 
is, and that the Human Sonle , being conftiru- 
ted ſuperior ro Corruprtibility , doth eternal-- 
ly ſurvive the Funerall of the Body : yet, 
aſſuredly can the meer Naturall man , per- 
fiſting in the ſtate of Infidelity , never be ad- 
duced to embrace either any Religion, or atly 
Morall Yirtue , unlefle both thoſe Propoſitions 
. fundamental] be firfteyviRted to him, by Reaſons 
| Abodt 


ſpodt- 
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Apodiftical , delumed from thact infallible Cri- 
terion , the Light of Natwe, from whoſe Judi- 
cature there can be no appeal. 
And, fince in this life of Senſuality, the 
Encouragements and Invitations to Wce, 
are both more and ſtronger, then thoſe ro 
virtue ; moſt certain 1t is , that very few men 
would prefer the harſh dictates of Hone- 
fty and Right, to chole more complacent 
ones of Pleaſure and Profit , if they neither 
feared the juſt vindi&ion of an All-obſervant 
Deity, nor expected a furure Subſetence after 
Death. Now , however it be indubitable , 
that the Exiſtence of God ought firmly to- 
be beleeved , becauſe it is commonſtrated 
in Sacred Writ; And, by. converſton', that Sa- 
cred Writ ought to-be beleeved', becauſe it 
| is deſumed from God : for, fince Fatth is 
the Gift of God, he that gives Grace ſuffi- 
cient. for the. ſtable Apprehenſton of other 
things contained therein, can allo give Grace- 
ſutficientro theadmils10n of his Exiſtence. yet 
cannot this kind of Argumentation , with pro- 
bable hopes of his Convition, be propoſed 
ton Irfidell, who looks wpon Reaſon onely, . 
as - 
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as the chief inducement of Beleef : becauſe it 
is a manifeſt Circle, whoſe parts reciprocal-' 
ly depend upon each other for probation, 
and therefore he may lawfully except againft ic. 
Again, as 1t 1s indiſpenſably Sem re- 
ſpect of Infidels; ſo is it not Unneceſsary,, -in re- 
ſpect to Beleevers, to prove the Certitude of 
theſe two main Pillars of all Religion , and 
Morality : ſince the Evidence of Reaſon, ſu- 
perannexed to that of Faith, muſt of neceſsity 
if not augment, yet Corroborate 1t : and that 
happy ſoul muſt, doubtleſle, have much a clea- 
rer perception of the Verity of ſupernatural 0b- 
jets, who ſpeculates them both by the Light 
of Nature, -and of Grace. = 
And therefore , though we ſhould be fo 
largely Charitable, as to grant , that there are 
no Atheiſts to be found among Chriſtians : 
which is more then the obſervation of the 
good Juſtin Martyr would give- him leave to 
allow , when he ſaid , dici quidem nonnullos 
Chriſtianos, eſse vero nullius Numints cultores * : and - 
that the Principles of Religion are fteadily 
belceved by All, who make an externall Pro- 
feſgion of them : yer notwithſtanding would 
It 
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irnot genuinely follow ; that therefore it is a 
Pleonaſm , or Parergy to ratify thoſe Principles 
to Beleevers, by the concurrent Teſtimony of 
that Oracle, Reaſon, tro whoſe Dittates all 
Nations, all Ages , all Intereſts have unani- 
mouſly ſubmuted their Afent. . For , as it 
muſt conduce to the Information of Unbeleevers : 
So alſo, proportionately , to the Confirmation 
of Beleevers. 

Thirdly, as it hath been the poſitive and 
ſerled judgement of moſt Drvines, both Anci- 
entand Recent, not onely that the Exiſtence of 
God may be demonſtrated , or irreſiſtibly en- 
forced upon the moſt przvaricate underſtand- 
ing , by the preſſure of Reaſons purely Natural, 
bur alſo, thatthe Cognition of the Non-princt= 
piate and Self-dependent Being , is farre more 
eaſily acquired , then the Cognition of any 
Created Nature whatſoever : inſormuch as every 
 manbrings into the world with him'a certain 
Proleptical , or anticipated Notion of the Deity, 
indelebly impreſſed upon the very ſubſtance of 
his minde, but the Science of all other Entities 
doth emerge from the Ideas of their natures, 
Extradvenient or Adventitious to the Cognoſcent Fa- 

: b 
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culty , bythe mediation of the Senſes : So alſo 
was-it the expreſſe Afertion of the wilſeſt of 
men (Wiſdom 13. v.8, 9.) and of the greateſt of 
Apoſtles (Rom. 1.v.20.) that the Creator was ſo 
vitibly repreſented inthe mirrour of the Crea- 
ture , as no excuſe could remain to thoſe unhap- 
py Ethnicks, who making more then ſuperfict- 
all inſpection inco the one, did yet -pracend an 
Indiſcovery of the other. Quid enim aliud conſþi- 
cuum buſus mundi theatrum, quam anuÞeumnexoy This e- 
OY Ywacs, * Luygwy Aoatcy HMIaorgahao? As that 
not long fiance Vitall Library, Biſhop Prideaux 
(whoſe memory., next that of our Royal Ma- 
fter,, is and ſhall ever be the moſt precious of 
all others, in our eſteem : nor onely in reſpect 
of his infatiable native Capacity , ftupendious 
Acquiſitions , and ineſtimable Benefits coche 
Republick of Learning ; bur alſo of his ſfingu- 
lar Favours to us in particular) hath in a mag- 
nificent efegance exprefied , i concione ad Artium 
Baccalaureos, in die Cinerum,de ſcala viſibilium ad in- 
viſibilia, "To which accompliſh't Parapbraſe up- 
on thar freſhly quoted Text of S*. Paul, we 
refer our Reader, in order to his own more 
ample ſausfaction, and our Juſtification , con- 
_- 2 > . ennng 
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cerning the poſſibility , nay facility of the 
mindes mounting up to a graduable Intelle- 
Etion of the Supreme Ens, by the roundles, 
or ſteps in the Scale of ſubordinate and Crea- 
ted Natures. © EE 
And Fourthly, leſt this our charitable Deſign, 
to ſubyert the chief Citadel of Atheiſme , by a 
Countermine of Arguments purely Phyſical 
(cntruſting the managery of that ſacred En- | 
gine, the Teſtimony of Canoucall Scripture, to 
the more expert hands of thoſe , whoſe Funfti- 
c1 enticuleth them to the proper ule thereof ) 
ſhould want any one of the inducements of 
perſwaſion , requiſite to the accompletion of 
of its Defence, to the Reaſons, and Prace- 
dents now introduced , we may ſuperadd alſo 
the Authority of no lefle then the Lateran- Coun- 
cell, held under Pope Leo the tenth. Which, 
having with exceeding prudence decreed the 
Anathematization of all ſuch Atheifts , who dare 
queſtion either the Being of God, or any of 
his Attributes ( whether Abſolute and Incom- 
municable ; ſuch as his Etermty , Immenſuy, 
Simplicity , Immutability , Independence , 8c. perfe= 
ions concentred in his moſt glorious EF 
b 2 ſence : 
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ſence: | or Reſpective , ſuch as his Onnipre- | 


fence , Onmipotence , Omniſcience , Juſtice , Mer- 
cy , Goodneſſe , Verity, Liberdlity , &c. which 
by effuſion relate to the Creature ) or the 
other Baſis of Religion , the Immortality of 
the Humane. ſoul: doth , in the cloſe of the 
Canon, not only adhort, but expreſlely com- 
mand all Chrifian Philoſophers , that they ſhar- 
pen their Style s for the totall Eraſion of their 
RY Sophiſmes, and the deep En- 
gravement of thoſe Magiſteriall Truths. 

To conclude therefore, inſomuch as not 
onely multiplyed Reaſons, but allo Au- 
thority both Divine and Human conjuntive- 
ly, both warrant and enjoyne this kinde of 
| Natural proceſs for the convicton of Athe- 
iſme: as wee can perceive no weight in 
| their opinion , who think any Principle of 
Religion either prophanely diſparaged and de- 
baſed, or implicitely convelled and ſtagge- 
red, when brought to the Teſt of Natural 
Reaſan , though only for Confirmation ; ſo nei- 
ther have we any cauſe to fear, that the up- 
per -Form of Theologiſts will contra&t their 
browes, and frown upon this our _—_ 

ent 
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lent and opportune, though imperfe&t Treatiſe. 
Concerning our Third Poſtulate , viz, the 
Nomination of thoſe venerable Writers , from 
whoſe large magazines of Knowledge, no 
ſmall part of our Ammunition for the Bat- 
tery of thayftrongeſt hold of the Common 
Adverſary to Humanity , hath been furniſh- 
ed; tothis your ſelf will acknowledge us ad- 
liged as well by the bond of Gratitude, as 
Honour : the firlt adviſing us to return them 
the due tribute of Commemoration, and an open 
profeſsion of our beholdingneſſe to them; 
the other 1mpelling us thereupon , in order 
to the prevention of being. reputed Plagia- 
ry. Bee pleaſed , then, Candid Reader, to 
know from us, firſt that the Demonſtracti- 
on. of the Exiſtence of God (being the argu- 
ment of the ſecond Section in the 1. chap.) 
rogether with the enſuing Explanation of the 
ſundry Scholaftick Terms, therein unavoidably 
uſed, and the Reſponſes to the ſeverall Obje- 
ions (whereof ſome were made by the glo- 
rious Marinus Merſennus, and others by our emi- 
nent, MF*. Hobbs) was wholly collected out 
of the incomparable Metaphyſicks of that he- 
b 3 roicall 
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roicall Wit ; Renatus De's (hartes. Whoſe Me- 
ditations on that as neceſlary as excellent ſubject, 
having both frequently and with the moſt ab- 
ſtracted atrention of our mind , read over; 
and with all poſs1ble equity of judgement pur 
them into che ſcales againſt the ( ogitgyons of Cor- 
_ nelius ab Fdogelande , the Arguments of Philip- 
pres Morneus du Plefsis , Hugo Gretius , and Petrus 
\ Gaſſendus,, concerning the ſame Theorem : we 
found them, by vaſt exceſles , to overbalance all 
the others, in the points of comprehenſion, per- 
- ſpicuity, profundity , convi&tion. (1.) Compre- 
henſion ; becauſe their importance is of ſo great 
extent, as to take inthe ſubſtance of wharever 
hath , orcan be ſaid by the whole world, on 
that particular. (Conſule ipſum Carteſiam , in Epiſt. 
dedicat. ad Dot. Sorbon.) (2.) Perſpicutty, becaule, 
though they are not accommodated to junior or 
illiterate Capacities ; as himſelf prudently inti- 
mateth (in prefat. ad medit.de prima philsſoph.) yer to 
thoſe Heads , which ſtudy and contemplation 
have prepared for the entertainment of Noti- 
ons ſupernatural , muſtthey appear as diftin&t, 
clear , and bright, as all the Light of Nature 
could make them ; nor can he, who doth not, 

after 
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after ſertous leture, apprehend their Extrat?1. 
on, murual (omex:0n, and genuine , nay indecli- 
nable ation, juſtly pretend to any conſiderable 
reflexions upon his own Nature. ( 3.) Pro- 
fundity; becaule they are their own Criterzon, being 
deſumed from the very Eſſence of the mind, and 
proleprical Impreſſes, which are the radix,or Foot 
of all Cognition. (4.) Conviftion, becauſe they 
are of the number , and perhaps the principall 
of thole Yerities, which , like Geometricall Demon- 
_ Prations, ſtorm the moſt obſtinarte judgements, _ 
enforce them to a plenary afſent, and having: 
once gained poſſeſſion of the mind, for eyer 
after exclude all Dabitation, and Apoſtaſie. Sothat: 
what Cicero (5.de Finibrs, )faid of the Stoicks Phi- 
lolophy ; mirabilis eft apud Stotcos rerum contexts, 
reſpondent extrema primis , media utriſque , onnia 
omnibus ; quid ſequatur , quid repugnet , vident , 
&* ut in Geometria , prima ft dederis , danda ſunt: 
oma : we may wotthily transfer upon the Me--- | 
taphyficall meditations of Carteſius ; nay more wor- |. 
thily, for no one Principle of his , there propo-. 
ſed, is precarious, but Neceſſary, This perpen- 
ded, we perceived our ſelves not onely en-. 
courapged , bu ſtraightly concerned , to tran- 
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ſcribe and accommodate to our preſent ſcope, 
the ſummary of his 3%. Meditation. And , Se- 
condly, that many of our Apoditical Reaſons, 
alleaged for the comprobation of Providence Di- 
Tine, both General and Special, were gleaned 
from thoſe more fertil Fields of La&antius (de 

opific. Dei) Reymundus de Sabunde (Theologia 
Natural. ) Aquinas (contra Gentes ) Ludovicus 
Vives (de verit. fidei Chriſtianz) Bradwardinus 
(de cauſa Det) Yalefius (de ſacra Philoſophia) 

and chiefly of 'Gaſsendus ( in Animadverſ. in 

phyſ. Epicuri:) the leaves of whoſe moſt learn- 

ed Works , webluſh not to confeſle our ſelves 

to have been ſo converſant in, that we have ſul- 

lyed them by often revolution. 

Nor can weexpedt the Perverſion of this our 
ingenuous Acknowledgement, by any, but the 
Malevdlent, or Iliterate, to a Dimination of the cre- 
ditdueto this our induſtrious Spicilegium; while 
thoſe Bookmen-, whole vigilant noftrills are 
acquainted with the odour of the Lamp, need 
not . bee informed, how many anxious 
hours have been ſpent on the ſedulous Extra- 
fon of this Vial of precious Truths , from 
the choyceſt Flowers of ſo many excellent 
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Gardens ( wherein onely to have had ſome 
recreative and private Walks, to many hath 
been juſtly accounted no obſcure Specimen of 
both Literature , and Ingenuity. ) eſpecially 
when we are not deſtitute of grounds for our 
hopes, that they will ſoon find thoſe Flow-_ 
ers , notto have loſt much of their native Fra- 
grancy and Yirtue , by paſſing the Alembic of our 
Pen; asalſo, that it hath been no ſmall part 
of our care, to Refuſe , as well as Ele&. 
| Beſides, there are many Stars, and thoſe. 
of the greateſt magnicude , now ſhining with 
full ſplendor, in the ſphere of Learned Authors, 
whole beams were in great patt derived from 
| others, whom the revolution of Time had 
- made leſle vertical , and declined toward the - 
Weſt of Oblivion. Who can: blaſt the verdant - 
Laurel on Yirgils front, by ſaying , though 
truly , that He converted more then 1000, 
of  Homeis verſes to his own-uſe ? Who le(- 
ſen the ſound of Homers Fame , by :exclaim- 
ing , that his Muſe was a Drone, and li- 
ved upon the Hony ſhe ſo largely ſuck'c from 
the elder Hives of Theocritus , Apollonus, and 
Hefied? Who detract from the full glory of 
| C 
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. Cicero , by objecting that rhoſt of his ftrong = 
_ ahdlimpid ſtreams of Eloquence flowed from 
thoſe twe nobleſt ſprings of Greece , Plato and 
' Demoſthenes * Or, who will diminiſh one 
grain of incenſe , in his facrifice to the memo- 
ry of that Alades (for the conqueſt of mon- 
ſtrous Difficulties ) the mighty Stagirrte , be- 
caule Clearchus hath a tradition, that he (aw and 
 difcourſed wich that knowing few, from 
whoſe oraculous mouth all his Philoſophical 
 Maxims were delivered to him? To come 
neerer home ; who hath thought the lefſe of 
Grottws his Tra&t of the verity of Chriſtian Re- 
ligion ; becauſe it feems a Compendium of 
. Aornaw, oftheſame Subjet and Inſcription ? 
Or , who undervalued Mornevs, in regard of 
the abundant Contributions he received from 
Latfantius, Raymmadus de Sabunde , Aqumas, 
& Ladovicus Vives? And therefore, though we 
_ weare ſufficiently confcious of the great diſpa- 
rity berwixt thoſe Giant Wits, and our Pygmic 
Acquifitions; and therefore gladly place our 
felves more then one ſphere below them : 
yet. ſhall wee coneetve our ſelves not 
a. bd injured , if any ſhall deny our 
Book 
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Book a room in their Libraries , only be- 
_ cauſe it preſents, in Epitome , and entire, - 
what many moneths reading of the Schoolmen 
would have exhibited ac large, and in fra&tures. 
Aphranis , an eminent Poet, for anſwer to thoſe 
Semi-Criticks, who accuſed him of ſtealing ma- 
ny remarkable paſſages from Menander, returns 
thus ; Fateor , accept non modo abillo , ſed ut” quiſ- 
que habuit quod conveniret mibi , &* a Latino quo- 
que quodcunque me non poſſe facere melins credids. 
Moreover, every Brain is not conftellated 
for new Diſcoverzes; nor can every Age boaſt 
the production of a Copermcus , Gilbert , 
Galileo , Merſennus , ( arteſuus , ora Hany: Pro- 
vidence introducing ſuch , as Time doth New 
Stars , fingle and ſeldom. &. | 
And as concerning our laſt Requifite , viz, 
an #quitable conſideration of our Defe&ts and 
Impedements , to this alſo are we conſtrainedto 
court our Reader, in order to ourrefration of 
the Rigor of Cenſure. For though we need not 
advertiſe, that the Nerves of our Intele& are 
too. ſlender and feeble to ſuſtain fo great a 
weight, and our: Pexcill roe rude and proſe, 
to expreſſe ſuch fine Metaphyſical and Theoſo- 
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phical Notions \ in draughts reſpondent to che 
life of their Importance ; in regard the fre- 
quent ſtooping of our Cogitations below the 


_ . dignity and due height of che ſubje&t , muſt 


ſoon diſcover the one , and the Roughneſſe 
of our; Style through the whole Piece , as 
ſoon confefle the other : yet can it not be ſu- 
pervacaneous for us here to 1ntimate , that 
we had more then one Diſadvantage to en- 
counter. 

Firſt, the often Fermentations and Ebul. 
litions of our Melancholy , tq the tyranny of 
which fxculent and- Saturnine humor both 


- our native Temperament, and ſedentary con- 


templative condition of life have xqually 
ſubjeted us; could not but as ofren obnu- 
bilare the region of our Mind , and darken 
the proſpect of - our foul, by infecting the 
requiſite purity and lucidity of our ſpirits, 
with thick clouds of opac and fuliginous Ex- 
halations.. | 
Secondly, the courſe of our Profeſs0n, 
rendring us obnoxious to many more Di- 
ſtrathions , Interturbations , and Avocations , by 


_ the intruſion” and importunity of the Sick, 


then 
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then we could obtain minutes of. reture- 
ment for Le&ure and Meditation, will, wee 
hope , be confeſt ro have had more then a 
finger in the cauſation of thoſe Chaſms, It- 
equalities , Omiſsions , 8&c. Lapſes , which oc- 
curre to the obſervation. of the Auſtere and 
Curious. 

And, Thirdly, iecannoc bur deferve ſome 
favour, to give notice; that the Clue of our 
ſtudies was broken off in the midſt , by the 
rough hand of the late Epidemick Dyſentery , 
which arreſting us even then, when the con- 
texture of this Web required the moſt confir- 
med vigour of body , and ſerenity of minde; 
confined us to the dungeon of a {ick bed lo 
long and cloſely , thar ic hath left ſenſible im- 
preſsions of irs Malignity , not only upon 
our Conſtitution , bur allo upon more then 
halfe of theſe our Lucrubrations 

To thele Mitigacrory Arguments, may 
r:!ghtly be added, the Narrowneſs of our pre- 
ſent Fortunes , the Thinneſs of our Librajy , our 


 txd1ous attendance on Commitees ( all the. 


ſad effects of our late Inteftine W aries ) toge- 
ther with ſome other private Remora's , the 
| Cc 3  lealf 


eAn Advertiſement, vc. 


leaſt whereof may ſerve to the Judicious and 
Benigne, as a ſufficient incitement to look 
upon our Imperfe&:ions , through the dimini- 
ſhing Teleſcope of Charity. © 

Now , this humble Apology we addreſs on- 
ly to the Erudite and Candid, experience having 
confirmed, that none the ſtrongeſt Charme 
of Reaſon , can binde the virulent tongue of 
that livid Viper, Envy, the ſpirit of whoſe 
venom doth wholly conſiſt in Detratton. 
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Q2 our poor Cotſwold Springs , that have no namer, 
Renaer their Tribare + mighty Thames. 

But your Book*s perfeft in it felf. ye do 
Only acknowledge, not encreaft, what Ton 
Have ſent forth, ſtreaming through the Land agen, 
Oar of your Generous, purely-flowing Pen. 

To give more Elogy , with my ſoft Quil, 
To Tours from Eagle's wing, were even 4s ill, 
As threaden lace on cloth of Gold to pin, 
Or o'rlay Gold it felf with bafer Tin. 

Tet may I venthre thus : thongh not to praiſe : 
To anſwer On's, Envy perhaps wiff raiſe. 
Ts fit that _ wait on All that*s done ; 
« Wits are ma eat by Emulation. 

Some placesare obſcure. The Book*s not Good, © 
By every vulgar Head ts underſtood. 
What you don't nnderſtand, read or again ; 

Compare, Conferr, and Meditate : *T iplain, 
TH Engliſhis Latin, X now, that th* Engliſh Tongue 
Hath from each Language Confummation : 
And He, that will our Learnedſt writers ſcan, 
Auſt be both Latiniſt ana Grecian. 

The Stile*s too High. Fear wor the Critick's Rod : 
« High Phraſe is born of your High Thoughts of G 0D. 

Forward, Dear Brother : «G1FTs for uſe are lent : 
&« To do moſt good, brings in the moſt * Content. 
Tonr Phyſich has done Miracles: But ſure, 
TH ATfE15ST CONvERTED's, your Divineſt Care, 


C. B. 


DOCTOR CHARLTONS 
NATURAL THEOLOGY. 


Pp. 120. 


_ 


ALIUD. 
IN EJUSDEM OPERA, 


Harltonws is, qui Helmontium pridem dedit, | 


Nuperque nobis reddidit Helmontiun ; 

Hunc pulyeris miranda ſympathetici, 
Hunc eruditis exprimentem paginis 
Medentium, De Fluxibus , Lapſus graves ; 
Nuperrimeque Calculum, fatum Suum, 
(O abdita przclarior Gemma Liber ! ) 
Donaſle luce publicum gaudet bonum; 
J=m nunc ad altiora ſurgit. Numinis 
Aſſertor eſt, Vindexque providentiz. 
Fortuna, Fati vis, Voluntas Libera, 
Summi docentur obſequi Dittis. Dei. 
Deo favente, Cunta., Vocum Copiam 
LeRiffimarum mirer, an Rerum magis ? 
Utramque miror, pariter atque exoſculor : 
Utramque pronus yeneror, & longe ſequor. 
O Autor annumerande Charltours Tuis ! 
Gaſſende, Chartes, Magne Sennerte Angliz ! 
Er ipſe vivas., & Libri yivant diu ! 
Er Artium, de:Te, optimz cerrent diu'! 

Homines priori Opere devinRtos habes ; 

Nunc Maximom Tibi obligavifti DE ULM. 
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The Exiſtence of God demonſtra- 
ted, page Ie | 


SECT. I. 
ArxTAC, 
I, Riſtotle, the moſt Knowing and cu-- 
rious Ethnick, did yet, by his ſilence 


an the Cardinal point of T heology, proclaim 
the impoſſbility of mans ſull underſtanding 
the ſimple and perfett Eſſence of God. p. 1: 
2. The Hebrews intimated ſo much, m the ime 
moderate Veneration enjoyred towards bis 
Name Jehovah. . Pp. 3+ 
3. The clearer ſighted Chriſtian alſo can per- 
ceive no more of the Divme Nature, then 
what is fhadowed im its Attributes, ibid- 


4+ And thereſorc the Author veſtrains the Rea- | 


ders expeFation only to a Demonſtration of 
the Exiſtence. of God, in this chap. ſub- 
nefting a ſhort ſcheme of bis preſent De- 
ſign aud Method. Pp: 4+ 


| Sx <1 
AxT1cC. 
I; & 4 He Mind of man tan havens toeni- 
tion of the Nature of its Objefts, 
but by tbe mediation of their proper Ideas, 


*S 
2; Thoſe Ideas ave (1) Innate (3) PE 


p. 6, 


| demonſtration. - 


—_—_—_— O_ 


3-4 ftrift enquiry, whether the 1deas of ob- 
jets exiſtent without our ſelves, bolt an 
exatt ſimilitude to. their Natures.  thid. 


4+ A ſecond Diſquiſition, whether any-of thoſe 


things, whoſe Ideas are ſannd in the mind of 
man, have any exiſtence without it ? p. 8. 
5. A firm indufiion, that its impoſſubte fb; any 
Idea to import of C | "more of pers 
fu&ion, then its prototype, or Caufe. . p40. 
6. And therefore, if any Idea. captain more 4 
perfettion, then can'be found in our minds; 
vert ainly our minds cannot be the Efficient _ 
of that Idea, © id, .* 
7: The dive; ſity of Tdeas, reſpefiive- to the di 
verſity of Entities, ; th 


8. The poſſible originals of each fort {evei y 
examined, and all found defi fr 


our ſolves 3 « the Idea of God only exttptet. ; 
IT. 
9. The Idea of: God, here deſcribed, rannot ht 
' either formally, or matenally falſe, but the 
_ moſt clear, diſtinft and true of alt others. . 


— 3 
10. A detlarement of the impoſſbilu Pr a 
divine Ideas. deſumption 7 from ojr 
ſelves, -1F5« 
11. Or from fome other cauſe leſs perfeth then 
God p. 18, 


12.'0r from our Parents. Þ- 19. 
13. The conceryment of all 3. or a concluſion 
that the Tdea of the divine nature is innate 


and congenial to the mind of man, þ. 20; 
I4, An tran, or Anatephalzofis of the whole - 
+I: 


# p21; 
[4] .SECT.. 
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| SBCT, III. 
ArzxT1cC, 7 
1.” He importance of the term, Cogitation, 
. P- 2 I. 
2. Of an Idea. ibid, 
3. Of the objeftive reality of an Idea. 22s 


4. Of the Formal, and eminent bemg of Att+i= 


butes in the objefts of Ideas. ibid, 
«. Of a ſubſtance. ibid, 
6. Of the word, Mind. ibid, 
7. Of a Bodj. 


p.23. 
8, Of the real diſtinction of two ſubſtances. ibid. 
9- Of the ſubſtance ſupremely perfetk.  4þ1d. 


> Fw 9 & 
AzrT1c. 


I, BjeR. 1, That the mind of man, being 
finite, cannot extend 10 the clear 

and diſtinft intelleftion of an Infinite, 
quatenus an Infinite: and the Solution thereof 
three diſimions.  Þo 2Ze 
bje&. 2. That the Idea of the divine na- 
gure, reſident in the mind of man, is a meet 
Ens rationis : and the Solut : p.27. 
3- ObjeR. 3. That an effeft may have more 
of reality, or perſetion then its Cauſe : and 
the Solut * p. 27+ 

4. ObjcR. 4: That the exiſtence of ſuch an ex= 
cellent Idea, as hath been deſcribed of the 
Divine Nature doth not neceſſitate the exi- 
ſence of an Entity, in all points reſpondent, 
or. ſuperior thereto : becauſe of the poſſible, 
rompoſing ſuch ax 1dea, out of our colle- 
Fions ja ſenſible objets: , p29. 
And the ample Solut : / | p31. 
.5. Obje&. 5. That the Idea conceived of God, 
#s Capable of Augmentation and diminu- 
tion : and the clear Salut 3 p+ 32. 

6. Many ſcruples, concernmg the finalily, man- | 
mer, and form of the Idea impreft 3 as alſo 
concernining the ſeeming Heterogeneity,07 

_ "Alterity between the eſſence of the mind and 


So 


| -— Hanan Ih 
That.God created the world ex 
- nihilo, [proved by Aronments 
Apodictical, page 39. 


SECT, I. 
ARrT1C. 
> inſ. parability, or (rath 
of God, and Creator, N 
2. The two reſpctts, which indlined the Author 
lo amore a mjle comprobition of the fiſt 
Article of our Chriſtian creed 3 together 
with a dtelenchical exploſion of that an11qua= 
tated deluſion, that the Univerſe was aus 
toQthenous in its original, or conſtrufted _ 
mecrly by Chance, ibid. 
3. The ſummary of Empedocles, Leucippus, 
Epicurns, Democritus, &c. doftranc! of 
the worlds ſpontaneous ieſilt from a Chaos 
of Atoms. þ. 40. 
4- 4 Digreſſion, winnowing the Chaffe from 
the wheat concealed in the former theory of 
E picurns, and by the Corellary of ſome ca- 
ſtigarions, reſtrictions and additions, decla- 
ring the great advantages, that this Hypo- 
theſis of Atoms hath beyond any other con- 
cerning the Material Principle of all Bo- 
| dies, as yet excogitated.  P.43> 


SEcr II, 
ARTI1C, 


1. 5 He Conceit of the Worlds fortuitous pro= 

duttion, diſparaged by a prapollency 
even of Pagan Au&ority, that profoundly 
aſſerted the contrary, viz. of 


er) identity 


2+ Thales Mileſius, p. 47, 48. 

3. Anaxagoras, ibid. 

4+ Pythagoras and Plato, ibid. 

5. The Stoicks, f- 49. 

6, Ariſtotle. ibid. 
SE Cr, IIL. 

Axzric, 


"oh He pretext of Fortune deflroyed, by 


that of the Idea: particularly ſatisfied. p.3 3+ 


— 


7 


the conflancy of Nature in ber - 


bi 


F>of Atoms, from the frequent aftuall produr 


* med by the conſtant Uniformity of Nature, 


 perſeft demonſtration.: p68. 


= PIR ht 


—_m— WW 
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of ſpecification, (i.e) the reſtraint and 
determination of the ſemnalties of Animals 
\z0 the procieation of their like in ſpecie : and 
the Atheifts objettion, of fiequent__  A- 
nomalous and Heteroplaſmical, or monſtrous | 
Produttions, difſolved. 
2. The neceſſity of the worlds Creation by an 
Agent infinite in Science and Power, proclai- 


i bc perpetuation of Vegetables. * p. 56. 
3-' The Sun onvincively demonſtrates the mfi- 
. nite wiſdome of its Creator, by 3+ Argu- 
ments : viz, <0 
_ 2. The univerſal convenience of its ſtuadion 
7n its proper 016. ; ; þ- 57+ 
2. The appointment of it s continual Circ um- 
gyration. | 3 i BS 
3- The contrivement of its oblique motion 
along the line Ecliptickh. = P. 59- 
4- The impreſſes of an infinite Intelligence, | 
plainly legible in the fronts even of $ _ 
#cous Inanimates. - 60, 
5.The impoſſibility of the worlds Creation by 
any Agent but God, illuſtrated both by the 
Magnitude, and Pulchritude thereof : and 
the Epicureans dream, of a mottue faculty 
eternally inherent in Atoms, derided. p. 61. 
6. The Epicureans graud Argument , of the 
poſſibility of the configuration of the Uni» 
werſe by a caſual and ſpont aneonus diſpoſition 


tion of an Inſeft by the ſame means 07 print 
ciples 3 countermined by an inverſion or Ar- 
gument 2 majori ad minus. p-65. 
7. Au exception againſt the ſeeming diſparity 
betwixt their inference and ours, prevented : | 
andthe invalidity of theirs, though their own 
bypotheſis were conceded in terminis, docla- 
red by an adequate ſimilitude. þ: 67. 
8, The concluſion of this ſefFion 3 or, the equi- 


poxdium of the precedent reaſons, if -perpen=|- 


ded in the maſs and conjumfroety, tothe moſt 


ce 


- 
| — 


SECT, IV. 
AxrTiIcC. | £4 


I, * Hat Antique ahſird expoſtulation, what 
Inſtruments Auxiliants, materials 
prediſpoſed, God made uſe of, in his att of 


Fabrication of the Univerſe, copiouſly ſatts= © 


fied : and the energie of the Divine Will 
commonſtrated ſuperior to the indigence of 
either, f. 69. 
2. A ſecond 1mmodeſt interrogation, wherefore 
God ſo long deferred the creation, reſolved : 
with a deteftion of the unreaſonableneſs of 


undecent Curioſity, : P73, 
Cuay, III. 
Why God Created the World. 
page T7» 
- $SETs. I -: 
AzxT1c. | | 
I, He improbability of the worlds treation 
by God, inſinuated, by the Atheiſts, 


frombis defett of any poſſible Motive, ſcope, 


or final cauſe, 


'O T7. 
us above the capacity of either emolument 
o7 deleQation, from the Univerſe, þ 78. 

3- The ſatisfaftory refutation thereof 5 and 


bad no eſpecial regard to the benefit 
of Man : and the Fortification thereof by 
8 "—_ | $2, 
2. Thetotal redargution thereof by a common= 
ſtrance that the benefit and Þ# of max, 
was Gods ſec : the 3 
ones 
creature but man, c 
I. Rationality, ' 


: bn p36. 
2, Sermocination,” v4) 


=p. BB, 
FP 


[d 2] 3 


2. Then firſt Argument, that the divine Nature - 


ods glory manifeſted to have been bis | 


prime and principal end. F-79 
SECT. II. 
AzrTic, | s 
1.” FT? Heir ſecond 3 that God 


ondary end : and. the impoſ- 
ath nu to the firf-end, by « 
ifatfion w Fe W799, 
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Crave. IV. 
The General Providence of God 
Demonſtrated. page 94. 


Sxecr. 1], 
ARrTIC. 


I. T He Authors reaſons for bis prefent ad- 
berence to the common diſcrimination 

- of Providence from Creation. þ-94. 
2. The Definition and received Diviſion of di- 
vine Providence. P-95+ 

3 A ſhort lift of the principal cthnick Phyſiolo- 
gifts, who, in order to their propagation of 
Atbeiſm, have attempted the eradication of 
this magiſterial verity of divine Providence: 
and a genile cute 
Cauſed by his venial lapſe from the ſame.ibid. 

4 The Atheiſts firſt Argument againſt never 
ſal Providence, with the abſurd ani mali-- 
cious comment of Luccertius therenpen. p.97+ 

5s Their ſecond Argument :. and Vs, conve- 
nient diſſettion w two parts, viz, 
1. The irregularity of contingencies  Þ. 99- 
2, The vm Knjuft diſtribution $4 
aud evil. J+ 101, 


f+ 99. 


x SECT. II. 
ArTIC. 
I, Hat the Notion of General Providence 

; is Proleptical 3. inferred from the 
umverſality of its recepeption- p+ 102, 
24 From..the miſplaced- devotionof Idoldters. 


of 


3. From-the. confeſſion of moſt Philoſophers 
the bigbeft forme 3. as of th 
1. Ecphancus: +103 
2. Piees wid. 
? = HE 
4+ The Stoicks.. 1 1 $204», 
5; The Arginine eee ibid. 

44 A vevi 'the mduttion : and. the Arp: 
mt found to be ApodiQical on ane. fte;:; 


articu= 


of - S, Hieroms wound, 


A —— 


SECT. III, 
AzTRIC, 
I. G Ods General Providence demonſirated 
A. by the Idea of bis Nature refleficd on 
our thoughts. p. 107.. 
2. The ſame particularly ſupported by that tri= 
nity of Attributes, viz, bis 


I. rnfenate Wildome, p.1cg, 
2. Infinite Power. hid. 
3» Infinite Goodneſs. p. 110. 


3+ The neceſſity of the worlds gubernation, by. , 
the inde finent influence of Gods general 
Providence, demonſtrated from the confide= 
ration of the abſolute and total dependence 
of all Second Cauſes upon the Firſt, p11, 

4. The vaſiity of the world : the infinite varie* 
ty of ts parts : aud the irrcconcileable diſtord 

natures demanſizate as much. p.11g, 

5. Onder what reftriffion we are to underftand 

that tropology of ſome Hermetical Philoſs- 
phers, Deum efle Animam Mundi. p.114+ 

6. The” Atheiſts ſubterfuges of Nature and 
Fortune. precluded.  p.116, 


$2©C2, I'V.. 
ARzrTIC.. 

I, + Atheiſts firſt amiprovidential 4- 
gument refuted,by the PerteRion of 

the Divine Nature : and their abſurdity, 
in-commen/urating the excellencies of God, 
by. the infinitely wferior Facultics of man, 

aetec FL ibid. 
2+ Divinity demonſtyated ſuperior to the circum 

ſtription both of Time and Place, p. 118, 
\ 3+ That the proctration of all the infinitely varie - 
ous attions of ſecond canſts,m the Worldgton 
not be any interturbation of Gods ſerene felf-- 
city,proved by an Argument 4 minori.p.119. 

4. The ſame illaſtrated by a ſecond compayiſon, 

| : + 120, 
5. That tht adminiſtration. of petty occurrences - 

tanbe w indignity'or diſparagement to the 
Majeſty of God 3 but, on the Contr a-- 

1), abſolutely eflential to him, firmly evitted, 

from the univerſality of bis Cognition and 


Preſence. E; ; | Il 


axd oa the other only perſwakive. p. "_) 


ECT, 


f WEIL 
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SECT. V. 
AKTYIC * 

I He firſt diviſion of the Atheiſts ſecond 
objefion 3 viz, that the apparent 
irregularity of events doth juſtifie their 
non-przdeſtinationor meerContingencyz 
ſtrongly convelled : and that to the preordi- 
nation of Divinity nothing can be caſual 3 
Clearly commonſtratcd. + 134+ 
2, The Autbs/s Antithefis, that al Natural 
Agents are under the ftris daws of their 
diſtin ſpecies.  pþ. 129. 
3. A ſecond Counterpoſttion, that thoſe laws 
' were inſlitifted and ſancited by an-infanite 
wiſdome. ibid, 
4. Athird, that the legiflator hath reſerved to 
himſelf a prerogative power to alter, lran- 
ſend, invert, or repeal the laws of — 

#bj 
5. The verity of the firſt and ſecond Poſitions, 
amply demonſtrated. ; þ. 130, 
6. The werity of the third Poſition demonſtra- 
ted. þ- 136. 
7. 4 farther confirmation of the ſame by an 
Argument, from the miraculous operations of 
God in przterito. f+ 137. 
8. That there was an untverſal Deluge. p.138. 
9. The Ceſſation of Satans Oracles, after the 
advent of the Word of Truth,proved auther- 


tiquehy. wid. | 
10. That there was a prodigions Eclips of the 
Sun, at the paſſion of our Saviour, p.140. 


11, A Demonſtration of the impoſſibility of the 
Catholique Deluges proceeding from Cauſes 
Natural. f. 141. 

12, That the Ceſſation of Pagan Oracles, pon 
the incarnation of God, was an effett meer- 
by fupernatural 3 comprobated uncontrollably. 

p-146, 

13. That the Eclips of the Sun, at the death 
of Chrift, was purely Merapbyſical, irrefu- 

* tably demonſtrated. p- 149. 

24. The Adequatien of all to the verification 


p 


SBCY, VI. 


AnrT1c. 


| ] Ucretius his blaſphemy, that mans ig» 


L/ —_ £ - energy of Natural 
aules, zs the ſole baſes of t 17M | 
Univerſal een» f ND G- 


+» IF2. 

2. The redargution thereof. | I , Zo 
3 « Magnanimity the proper effe# of Religion, 
| « 154» 

4+ The opinion , of a General "IM © $64. 
conſiſtent with Phyſiology. # P+ 155+ 
5. Lucretius bis ſcruples concerning the ſeen;- 
ingly temerarious effetts of the Thunder- 
bolt 3 ſngularly reſolved, © ibid, 


Cua?. V, 
The eſpecial Providence of God 
Demonſtrated, page 157. 
SECT L 

AxrT1c, | 
ws 3 He mtroduftion, intimating the  nee# 
cognation betwixt thus preſent, and 
the precedent Theme : and the neceſſity of 
the Autho;s beginning at the Atbes(t Ob 
jeRions. ; t, rÞo Lf7. 
2, The fiſt objc(t1en,deſumed from the. Apathie 
of the Divine Nature, 1» i p-198. 
z. The ſame excogitated by Epicurus : .aud 
promazed by Lucretius, tbid. 
4. The ſecond objeftion, extorted from. mans 
being obnoxious to the boſtality of many other 
Natnres. +159. 
5. The laſt objeftion, of the Adverſity of the 
Pious and Proſperity of the Impious, me 
this life, 160, 


As 


H+ 
6. The ſperadical diffuſvon thereof npon Ech- 
: ker Hebrews oy Hove pe the 
probability of their opinion, who bold the book 
of Job, to be a Treatiſe concerning the ſame 
ſubjeet,imſmuated, 


Þ.16 3, 


of the Authors third Poſition. f+ 152, 
1 
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SECT. II, 


RTIC. 


J* ctal Providencegargued from bence; 
that be is the principal objedt of bis (cxtrin- 
ſecal) love 3 and that inferred from beuce, 
(1) tbat God bath izupreſſed upon the mind 
of man a greater knowledge of bis Divimiy, 
then upon any other Creature, Angels only 
excluded : (2) that man is only qualified 
to ſpeeulatadmirezand laud thepulchritude 
of Natutee, , p. 166, 

2» That the ſoul of man contaims a proleptical 
xolion of Gods ſpecial Providence. p. 170. 

3. That this proleptical notion is the baſes of 
Refigion, | e ibid. 

4. That Man brings into the world with him, 
an irreſiſtible propenſion to Religion, p.17 2. 
$. Aw obje(tion, that the Calaici were abſolute 
Atheiſts, refuted. + p. 173. 

6. A ſecond objeftion, that the Maſſagerz and 
Scythians were dewvoyd - of all- Religion, 
prevented. | ibid. 

2. That it is not in the power of man, totally to 
cradic ate this plant of Religion, or notion of 
Ppeciel Providence Divine, out of bis minds 
evinced bence, that the moſt cont uma- 

* eps Atheiſts have, at -ſome time or other, 


 dchnowledged it 5 as, p.17 4» 
$8: Phartoh. © | ibid, 
9. Herod Agrippa. P.175. 
1, Amivthas Epiphanes. - ibid, 
11. Maximinus. » p.176. 
2, Julian Apoſtara. Pe 177% 
13, Tullus Hoſtwius. ibid. 
x4. Bion Boryſthenites. - 178. 


15. The poſſ#b1lity of the obſcuration of the 1m- 
preſs of ſpecial Providence Divine, pro tem- 
pore, conceded : and the impoſenilley of the 
total Deletion thereof , briefly proved. 

179. 


16. The redutfon of all, to a Conciſe o_ mc 
mor able demonſtration 3 that the octurrentes 
of every mans life are the conſoenations of 
ſpecial Providence. | 


Hat man is the ſole objeft of Gods ſpe- | 


p-130, 


SHEET. LI, 
ARrrT1c. 


I "x He Atheiſts firſt objcfion,conſuted:and 

the Divine Nature demonſtrated both 

iraicible and placable, (anthropopathically.) 
180 


2, The Atheiſts ſtruple, of Gods eden of 
- the prayers of good men, or not conceſſion of 
_ their petitions 3 ſatisficd. þ- 183, * 
3. The Atheifts ſecond Argument againſt Spc- 
cial Providence divine , diſſolved : and 
the neceſſity of Objefs hoftile, and deleteri= 
0s to the life of man, demonſtrated.p.18 4. 
4: The ſame illuſtrated, by a correſpondent 
fimile. 6. 84. 
$. The Atheiſts laſt and grand objeftion, ef the 
proſperity of the Vitious, aud adverſity of 
- the Virtuous, redargued : and the nature of 
the Goods of Fortune profounded. p.186. 
6. The Reaſon, wherefore Divine Providence 
confers Good things on Evil men. f.18g. 
7. Thoſe apparent Evils, which Providence 
- Droine conſignes to Virtuous men, anatom= 
aged; and found to be real Goods imtrin- 
ſecally. p- 190 
8. The Authsrs Sanctuary wherein be ſccurcd 
bis mind from diſcontent, m all thoſe taymes 
of Calamities, which our late Civil war 
ſhowred upon him, p. 191, 
9. Virtue, a meer Chimera, without the oc- 
curſion of thoſe things, which Senſuality 
calls Evil. - f. 192. 
10. The Senſe, no competext Criterion of 
the Good or Evil of the mind. ibid, 
it. The Atheiſts objeftion, that God ought, in 
Jrſiice, always to' preſerve Good men from 
ſuffering Evil 3 expunged. .195, 
I2, The Summum bonum of this uf Cons 
fiftent in a full conformity of our wills to the 
Drome will. p-196. 
13. An excellent meditation of Marcus Antoni-- 
nus concerning the Good and E wil occurrent 
to manin this lifes. wide 
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Cuay., VI. 
The Mobility of the Term of mans 
Life aſſerted. page 199. 


SECT. I. 

ARTIC, | 
I, He Affinity of this Theorem to the 
precedent, intimated: and the 
neceſſary diviſion thereof into a ſpecifical 
and individual conſideration. + 199. 
2. The reaſons of the Authors conciſe traftation 
of the firſt part. . 200, 
3+ The moderation of Death by Special Pro- 
vidence Divine, argued from the impoſſebi- 
 lity of the moderation thereof by any other 
OW ers y , tid, 
4. The ſame demonſtrated, from the neceſſary 
dependence of all-natural motion m its be- 
ginnings continuation,and period, on the will 
of the Firſt Mover, | P. 202, 


SSCY.1, 


"A Tranſient diſcovery of the almoſt mſu- | 


perable Difficulties to be encountred 


n the worthy and fatisfattory ſolution of this | 


problem, whether the Term of mans life 


Moveable, or Fatal ; premiſed by way of 


Apology for the Authors wnequal judgement : 
and his purpoſe of tchimg a middle way be- 
tween the abſolute Fatality of the Soick, 
and the meer Fortune of the Epicurean. 
p. 304, 

. Two previous conſrderables, neceſſary to the 
right underſtanding and conſequent diſcuſſion 
of the queſtion. _ , 207, 
. The neceſſary relation of all Cauſes both of 


» 


wy 


life and death, to three General heads, wix, 
Neceflary, Fortuitous, Supernatural 5 /up- 
ports the diſcrimination of the Term of life 
7x10 Supernatnral, Natural and Acciden- 
tary : and the impertinency of the conſedera- 


tion of the Supernatural Term, to the pre- 
ent jope. .3<7, 
Poo = import of the Natural Trom 0 
mans life,and alſo of the Accidental, p,z0g- 
5+ The reſult of our acceptation- of the Term 
of life, in the bult ſignification. ibid. 
6. The conſequence of our underſtanding the 
Term of life, in the {ceond ſignification. 
W Z .>10, 
7. The Fixation of the Tcrm of life, VE ves 
in a double tereſt 3 viz. (1) 1m reſpect to 
ſome Abſolute Divine Decvee, precedent 
eucn to Gods Preſtience of all Secondary or 
inſtrumental Cauſes : (2) to ſome Hypo- 
thetical Divine Decree, whoſe mut ability is 
ſuſpeuded on the liberty of mans will. And 
the indifferency of eithey branch of the di> 
ſtinftion to our inſtant deſign. P4211. 
8. Three different opinions wulgarly extratted 
' from theprecedent Diftmition. fo213, 
9. The convenient redutiion of them to 1wo 
only. ' ; i, abide 
10. The Firſt opinion declared: and the prin- 
cipal Abettors thereof mentioned. p.213 
11. The Stoical Fate3* and the Calviniſts 
P redeftination, fully defined. p.215. 
I2. A full and clear diſcrimination of "the 
Stoical, from the Theological Fate. #bid. 
13+ A lift of the execrable Abſurdities impen- 
dent onthe opinion of Abſolute Fatality 3 /o 
accepted as the Stoick propoſeth it,  p.217, 


SECT, III. 

ArT1C. 
I. He Authors adheſion to the Second 
opinion , juſtified by two important 
reaſons. _ p.219. 
2. The great obſcurity, and ſmall validity of 
ſome Texts of holy writ , alledlged by the 
Defendants of Fatality to warrant their 
opinion, detefted, —_ .220. 
3- The Natural Caſes (proxime) of the Lon- 
girude and Brevity of mans life : aud the 
Authors private conjefture of the cauſe of 
© Longevity in the firſt age of the world, 


P. 221, 


A 2 4. The 


Þ- 249 
7. A Second Ablurdity conneed.to the ſame. 


3 4 third Abſurdity inſeparable from t he by- 


THE CONTENTS, SERIES, 


4+ The mjuftice of our Adverſaries title of pa= 1 
tronage from the ſorementioned text of Job, 
further manifeſted. f-223, 

F- Seven teſtimonies, out of boly writ, ſuppor- 
ting the mobility of the Term of mans life, 
in individuo, ._ Þ.223» 

6. A full vindication of the Fourth Teſtimo- 

ny, from the ſeveral Exceptions made 
againſt the appropriation thercof to our ſcope, 
by the patrons of Fatality. fe 227 

7. The ſecond Teſtimony vindicated from 
ſcucral Exceptions. - P+ 233, 

8. Thefixth Teſtimony cleared, from 4. Ex- 
ceptions, PÞ+ 337. 


SECT: IV. 


ARrTIC, p . 
1." He neceſſity of our enquiry wto the 
myſtery ba Prxdeſtination , in 0/- 

der to the ſolution of the preſent difficulty : 
and the. Fatiſts grand Argument, p.240. 
2. The refutation thereof, by the conciliation of 
the infallibility of Gods Pcxnotion,ts the in- 
determination of mans free will ts the aftu- 
al eleffion of Good or Evil. p- 241. 
3- The diametral Diſparity between that Di- 
vine Pcznotion which is antecedent to 
Divine Przordination 3 and that which 5 
fubſequent ; amply declared. þ- 243. 
4- 4 ſecond illuſtration of the ſame difference 
by a pertinent Inſtance, or exemplification- 


| Þ. 24 

5. A third illaftration of the ſame Difference, 
by concerving the Divine Decrces, in the 
ſame ſabordinare ſeries, which the Fatiſts 
have imagimed. Po 247+ 

6. The. firſt Abſurdity impendent on the opimion 
of. a. Necr Pceicience of God, as to 
the Atffions of man. 


ACh 


p 
8. Two:Subterfuges of the Fatiſt, precluded. 


f+-25 2. 


patbeſis of aDecretory Preſcience Divine. 


10, The reduction of the whole difſertation to 
| 4. Conclufions, genuinely eatratted from 
the Prem:ſes, fp. 254. 


Cu. VII. 
of the Liberty Elective of Mans 
Will, paze257. 


SECT, I. 

ARTIC, | 
a He Parity of Abſurdities reſulting from 
thoſe twa Antagomſtical Hypotheſes, 
of Abſolute Fatality, and meer Contingens 
cy , 45 to the Aftions of man. þ-257. 
2. Thoſe 2 contraty ſtreams found to have bix 
acrived from one and the ſame poyſonous 
Fountain 3 viz. a ſuoterfuge of man to evade 
Culpability. p.258. 
3+ The Authors Incitements, here to enquite 
profoundly into the Natxrcs of Free-will, 


Fortune, and Fate, þ.259» 
4. What is intended properly by the Liberty of 
mans will. ibid. 


5. The ſcucral ſubordinate Afions of the Mind, 
exerciſed about its objefts : and. the reſpc= 
five ſcholaſtich Terms, by which Philoſ6- 
phers.haue adequately extyeſſed them g.260, 


STQS-£ Lo 


4.]ARrTrc 


t, He Eſſence of mans Liberty. Eleftive, 
conſiſtent primarily im the TIndifte- 

rency of the Intelle&t; and in the Will 
only dependently. p- 263. 

2, An egregious Error of ſome Divines, that 
the Liberty of the will doth conſummately 
conſeſt in its immoveable Fixation on real 
Goad. : ' fo 264. 

3. Their inadwertency of the veal Difference bc-- 
tween a Spontaneous,and Arbitrary ation; 
the occaſion of that Erroy. ibid. 
4. That aSpontaneous action, and an indelibe= 
rate Impulſe of Nature, are homologous 
or identical. thid. 


p 253. 


5, The. 


by 


AND ORDER OF THEWHOLE BOOK. © 


5. The Divincs- objeftion,. that the Tendency of 
of the will is Volent, and. therefore Free 3 
prevented, by a diſtinfiion of Libency and 
Liberty. p. 265+ 

6. Their Superſirufture, that the Perf. ion 
of the wills Liberty x5 its Conſtant Adbeſton 
to, and inſaparability from real Good, dc 
demoliſhed by two reaſons: (1) that this 
Perfcttion imagined is mot of the Itberty, 
but the will it ſelſ'3 (3) that ut belongs only 
to ſeparated Souls, in the [tate of Glorihca- 
tion.. . | þ. 266. 

7. What kind of Tndifferency that is,” wherein 
the Liberty Eleftive is Eſſenced. þ. 267. 

8. That to every Tudgement of the Intelle&, 
is immediately and neceſſarily conjoyned an 
Appetition or Averlation- of the Will 3 
reſpective to the Good, 07 Evil —_ 

t p. 268, 
9. The Inſtability of the ppill, mits A 2 omph 
ons, neceſſarily cauſed by the Inſtability of 
the Intellebt in its Judgements, . 269. 
10. The Deluſion of the InteRett mn its i udge- 
ments, xcceſſitateth the Deluſion of the 
Will in ts dependent Appetitions. p- 370. 
11. That the Indifferency of the ill is but the 
ſbadow,or repreſentative of thatIndiffercacy in 
the Intelleft; and the Determination of this 


18. General Rules preſcitbcd by the 9s 24 
to prevent the Delulion of the Underitans 
ding, and dependent ſeduRion of the Will 
by Evil diſeuy,cd under the fimilitude of 
Good. p- 275. 


SECT. II 
ART1c, 


I. N objeftiony that Ignorance is.the. - 
{NA mike: of ſin. f-277 
2, 1 he ſame expcded,by a DiftinFtion of Science 
inis Habitual, aud Acual. iid, 
3.4 reply,. that the rgluttcncy of. cuery Dulin= 
quents Conſeiencezdigh evidence the poſſibility 
of mans doing auAdt repugnant io bus Atual 
Science, -, HAIG 
4+ The Rejoynder, that the Habilual Science of 
every Delinquent, 4s perturbed and obnub;- 
lated by ſome Paſlion,. excited ia him : and 
that the Remors of Conſcience proceeds {7 om 
the ſenſe of the Loſs of Good, p. 279 
5. What kind of Ignorance that is, which may, 
in ſome degree,excuſe a Delinquent. p, 280. 
6. Four weighty Reaſons, convincing , that 
man bath az Abſolute Power in byrſelf to- 
controll the temptations of Evil. © p. 282; 
7. What thoſe Firit Motions are, which objects 
incvitably excite in the Mind: and that the 


neceſſitates the Determination of that. ibid, 


Conſequences of thoſe motions are prever- 


12, The Analogie betwixt the Inicllef?, and a 
Balance, 271, 
13. That the Intelleft. doth naturally. conform 
to the attraftion of the greater Veriftmility: 
ad the reaſon of its Flufuation. .27 2. 
14+ That the Determination of the Inzelleft to 
one 07 two objefts, is cauſed either by the 
more pondeyous Apparence of Verity therein, 
o/ the minds greater Attention to the mo- 
ments of reaſon apparent on that ſide, tha 
to thoſe on the other, ibid. 
15, That the Apparence of Truth 5: always 
. the cauſe of the Intellefts intlination.,, p27 3. 
16. Three Ccnſidcrable Inferences from the 
premfes - ; ibid. 


tible. p. 287. 
8, Neceſlity aud Fear conceded to be, in ſome 
meaſure, Excuſes : and what are the ob- 
jeAs of E x6uſeng Fear. . p. 286; 


_ Cnap, VII. 
of Fortune, paze 2891 


ARrTtc,. 
I, He Antiquity and Genealogy of For-- 
tune. p.289, 
2. Plato and Ariſt. their Deſcriptions of For 
tune examined, and illuſtrated : 3.Cons 
cluſions inferred thereupon. p.291, 


17, Cartefiu; bis General Preſeruative againſt 
the exceſſes of Paſſions, _ þ. 274. 


% 


3: Their Anatomy of ber Nature, deficient: and 
preſented. 
A 3 


P.293, 


a moreperſers one 
4: Fortune, 


THE CONTENTS, SERIES, 


4+ Fortune , nothing but a meer Negation of 

all Pranotion tn a Concourſe of Natural | 
Cauſes, reſpe8trove to a Fortuitous Event, 

. 295. 

5. Epicurus. commended , for :uſtrating the 

inſtability and uncertainty of Fortune. ibid. 

6. Her Indivinity manifeſted : and how ſhe 

came by her Deification, f- 296, 

7. All ſober Philoſophers vindicated from the 

guilt of aſcribiag Divinity to Fortune. 


« 297, 

8. The Neceſſity and uſe of Allegerical, Sym- 
bolical, and Emblematical Traditions, 1n- 
vented by the Ancients. p. 298. 
9. Their Deſcripticns of Fortune , only Emble- 
marical, 99. 
10. As alſo the Images of ' Fortune framed by 
Painters , and Statuaries. fp. 390. 
11, The review, tolerating the name of For- 
tune, in reſpeft to man ©: but detefting it, in 
reſpefF to God. p. 391, 


Casr. 0X | 
Of Fate, page 302. 


SKECT L 

ArTIC, ; 
*T' He Convement vednition of all opint- 
® ons, concerning the Eſſence of Fate, 
_ to 2. General Heads. *  þ-30% 
2, What the Platoniſt and Stoick meant by 
Fate, conſidered ( ©; woia) as a ſub- 
ſtance, p. 303. 
. And, what (a; *Evegyua) as an Energy 
or: AQ: together with the etymological 
reaſons of thoſe ſundry Appellations, the 
S:oicks have impoſed upon it. fe 394. 


Stcrt IL 


ArTIC. 


I. He ſecond Claſfis of Philoſophers, who 
* wnderſtood Fate to be a Confiitution 

meerly Natural ſubdivided into 2 diſtind | 
Seas : viz. (1) thoſe who aſſert the Im- 
mutability and Tnevitabiliry of Fate 3 


teration aud Eyaſion. - Pe 395. 
2. The Leaders of the Firſt Seft, Heraclitus, 
Empedocles', gLeucippus , Parmenides, 
aad chiefly Demacritus, . þ+ 306. 
3. Democritus juſtly charged with the patrc- 
nage of Inevitable Fate : avd his doftrine 
concerning it contiſely rehearſed. ibid, 


SECT, 11h 
ARTIC. 


I, He T__ of the Second SefF, 
Ariſtotle and Epicurus. p.z12, 

2, Tbe Grounds of the Authors inputme the 
opinion both of Fates Identity with Nature, 
and the poſſibility of its Mutation ayd De- 
clination, by either Fortuitous o7 Arbitra- 

ry Antagoniſts, to Ariſtotle. ibid. 

3- Epicurus unanimons to Ariſtotle, in the 
point of Phyſical azd EluQable Neceſſity. 
«314. 

4. The ſcope of Epicurus his Hs fb the 
Declination of Atoms in the human Soul : 
and bis Accommodation thereof to the tui= 
tion of mans Liberty epitomized. ibid. 
5+ An Exception, in the name of Daunatiens, 
againſt Epicurus Inference. p. 316. 
6, The juſtification thereof, by a Reſpons 
conforme to ' the Phyſiology of Epicurus 


(z)thoſe who Ham the poſſibility of its Al- 


© 317, 
7. The moſt weighty Rejoynder, (of ths C0N- 
nexion of thoſe Cauſes , which Avert the 
Mind from, ſo well as of thoſe , which 
Attra@ it to an objeft, to the eternal Se- 
ries» of Fate) ſound too light to overba= 
lance Epicurus bis defence of mans Liberty. 


Þ- 319. 
SSET. IV. 


thematical Fate briefly deſcribed 
. 32Ts 

2. The groſs Vanity thereof emceate} Feds 
many Philoſophers, only by the cloud of 
Tranſcriptive Adbzfion to Antique Tra- 
ditions. ibid. 
3. The 


Akxt1 


Co 
A 


' AND ORDER OF THE WHOLE B 


O OK. © 


3. The Abſurdity of Sydereal Neceſlicy evifted 
(1) by an Argument deſumed from the Hy- 
potherical Neceſficy of the Matter 67 

 _ whickCeleſtial Impreſſions are to operate.323 

4. (2) By the common Experiment of the une 
qual Fortunes of T wins. p. 324. 

5. (3) By th: double Impiety, inſeparable from 
the belief thereofe ; f» 325» 


Cui. 3 


The Liberty of Mans Will, Fortune, 
and Fate conciliated to Provis 


dence Divine. page 328. 


$S n ET I 
AnrT1c, 


F, 5 i intent of the chapter. p. 328, 
2. . | Democritus Fate, inconſiſtent both 
tothe Fundamentals of Religion , and the 
Liberty of mans Will : and thercfore detes 
fied. ibid. 
3- Ariſtotle and Epicurus their Fate admitted, 
n that it is Identical to Nature © but abomt 
nated,. in that it claſheth with the Certi- 
tude of Divine Preſcience. f- 3296 
4. The Platonick and Stoick Fate embraced; 
ſo far as it is conceded to be a Conſtitution 
of the Divine Wiſdome : but abandontd, 
inthat it detratts fiom Divine Omnipo- 
tence. tbid. 
5+.1n what qualified ſenſe Chriſtianiſine may 
tolerate the nſt of the term, Fate. 2bid. 


Sync FL 


ARTIC, 


1. Ate ayd Fortune conciliated ,. in the 
point of Providence Divine. f.3 30. 


© 
= 


te 


ScEiT. 11 
ARrT1c. | 
1.T” Ate concent/ical to mans ElcQive Liber- 
ty, in the point of Pradeſtination, 


+332» 
2, The Concord betwixt Theology and Phi- 
loſophy, in their admiſſion of 2+ orders of 
Caujcs natural, viz. Necellary, and Free z. 
the ground of the Aftinity both betwixt the 
Di fficulties , and Solutions, on either 
part : astothe Abolition of the ſceming Re- 
paguaticy between Fate aud mans Free- 
WINS-2_ 2 | Þ- 333; 
3- Toe Firſt capital Difficulty,, deſuned from 
Divine Preſcicnce 3. as :;ftated by Di- 
vines. , | p33 4- 
4 The ſame, as ſtated by Philoſophers. 16id. 
5. The ſwll ſolution of the ſame by uertue of the 
Divines Diſcrimmation of Neceſlity into 
Abſolute and Hypothetical, Þ. 335» 
6. The Solution of the ſame by the Philoſc— 
phers proving that the definite Prenotion of 
future Contingents, 3s no Cauſe of their de- 
fraite Contingency : but, E contra , the de< 
finity of their Futuririon, the cauſe of their 
definite Prznotion , p- 338: 
7. The Diſparity betwixt Divine and Human 
DP; anotion. P-339s 
8. The ſame exemplified. 191d, 


Tx CT VU 


——— 


ArrT1c. 
Fg He Second Capital Difficulty, erefcd 
upon a ſophiſm called Ignava Ratioz: 
as it reſpefteth both Theology, and Philo- 
tophy. Rs _  Þ. 349- 
- Two eminent Opinions of Divines touch- 
ant the Solution of this Difficulty, recogni- 
z2d : and their judicious Modeſly, in ducly 
acknowledging the myſterie of Pradeſtinati- 
on, tobe Arcanum Divini imperii com- 


Plutarchs ingenious Aſſimilation of Fate to 
the Civil Law : and his deſien therem. | 3 
P. 331. 


SECT. 


mended.. $6. 
. The Firſt opinion ſound totally zmneapable of 
F xpeditien from the Sopbiſine, Tgnava Ra- 
t10, 343+ 
4: Th? 


_ — 


THE CONTENTS, SERIES, &c. 


4. The Second Opinion, to a great party extris 
cated from the ſame Labyrmmth, 345» 


- 9: The Fatiſts Subterſuge, of the Tnfallibilir 


of Diume Prenation, precluded. +346. 
6, A ſecond ſubterſuge of the ' Fatift, wit, that 
the Sublſequence of the Decree ro Przno- 
' tion, doth implicate the poſlibility of its 
Eluſion and Mutability;z prevented. 3bid. 
9. A third Concluſion, viz. that the poſteriority 
of the Decree of Elefion ro Gods pre- 
viſion of mans future good aRions, doth 
make man the Author of his own Diſcre- 
tion3 detefted and redargued. + 347+ 
8, Two Extradts from the premiſes 3 (1) that 
the Cooperation of mans Hill to icut 
Grate, may be concerved a Cauſe of bis Elc= 
dion : (2) that to render a reaſon , why 
God did not conflitute AU men ſuch as that 
All ſhould cooperate to ſufficicut Grate,and ſ0 
be Elefty is an impoſſibility to mans un- 
derftandins ; other then this, that ſuch was 
bis erernal will, f- 347» 


9. The former Sapbiſme, (ignava Ratio) in 
part diſſolved - > Flares Difinios: 
that though All efteQs are comprehended 

* in,yetall are not cauſed by Fate, p.z48. 

10. The inſufficiency of that Diftin(tion, to the 
total ſolution of the Difficulty, durly ac- 
khnowledged, fr 349. 

11. The moſt promiſing Reſponſes of ſome Phi= 


loſophers, conciſely preſented 5 viz, of 
ap 1 dai wr 
2. Seneca. 350. 
3. Chryſippus, f- 351, 
4. Aquinas, P+ 352, 
I4. Theſe acute Reſponſes equitably audited, 


and their import found to be ng more then 
thisy that man hatha Freedome of Aﬀent, 
but not of Diflent to the Will of God. 
| «3592s 
13. The Dehortation from "ODMR, 4: bn 
ſity, in Divine Myſteries * and contiſe Ad 
hortation 70 conform unto, and calmly ata 
qvieſce ty the Revealed Will of God, 353, 


G O D 
DEMONSTRATED. 


CHAP. I. 


S&cT. IL 


Riftetle, though an Ethnick,, poyloned 
\ with the Macedonian and Grecian 
Tadolatry , nay ſo given oyer to that 
E  ſottiſh unpiety, Polythei/me , that he 


of his Wench , and offer ſolemn ſa- 
crifices to her as a Deity , whom his 
own obſcene luxury had degraded 
| , fromthe native dignity of Humanity, 
to deyote his.oriſons to her for good, whom his own temptations 
had frequently ſubdued to evil, as Gaſſendrs ( Exercitar. 3.) 
out of Diogenes Lars. hath accuſed him ; had yet a tr 
noble ſenſe of the ſ#preme Being, as may, even by his adyerſaries, 
be collected from hence, that he never durſt adyenture on a Defi- 
tion, nay not ſo much asa Deſcription of its Natwre. For 
B 


could be content to make a Goddeſſe 


though 


Seion I. 
Article x. - 


Ariſtotle, the 
moſt knowing 
and curious 
Ecknick, did 
et by his fi- 
ence in the 
cardinal point 
of Theology , 
oclaim the 
impoſlibility of 


mans full un- 


and \.-tanding 


the ſimple and 
perfe& Eſſence 
of God. 


anteater pe ro wwe 


The Exiſtence of God demonſtrated. 


though he ſpun out his ſpeculationsof  {mmareriall [wbſtances, 
(*ieondy od proper thre of 4 Ierapſries noon 

(bur knotty and uncquall) rhread' of 14 Books : yer inthe 

x3 firſt of all thoſe, he ſeems little better then wholly filent in all 
things that immediately concern Theology; and in ſome few 
Chapters onely of the laſt affords us a ſparing and timerous diſ-. 
courle ofthe Preprieties,or Attributes of the Firſt Mover, Now 
the pride and ambition of his wit would never have ſuffered his 
pen to have skip't oyer that ſuvbje&t, which being the moſt ab- 
firuſe, ſublime, and excellenr, muſt by conlequence, have ad- 
ferred the moſt of glory and renown unto his memory : had he 
* not been fully convicted, from within, of the immenſe chaſe or 
gulph, that lay berween the utmoſt extent of his own 
finite reaſon, and theincomprehenſibility of the Eſſence of God. 
' This his evaſon, or rather {uperſefſion, ſome haye becn pleaſed 
to urge againſt his honour, as an argument of his [gnorance i 
notions-ſwpernaturall: but, in my conftruction, tis the 
demonſtration of the Modeſty and ſtrength of his Frdgmenr. 
For whoever ſhalt ducly conſider, how impopffible ic muſt be for 
humanity, dull, grofle, and narrow humanjty, to behold 1nvi/5- 
bility, derive Independency, calculate Eternity, circumſcribe In- 
-eircumſcription, limit Omaipotence,underſtand Omniſcience,c5c. 
and how dangerous a phrenfie that brain tuft be diſordered: 
withal, that attempts. to deſcribe what he doth nor, 'cantioe 
know: will:ſoon be ſatisfied, that Amazement, antl/pions lence 
isthe beſt-Ledture\man canread on that imtneriſe Sebje#;0f which | 
-when we laye 'faid all we can, we have faill -nething, ifwe 
look fetward itpon that inexhauftible abylsof + xccllens}es,which 
muſtremain unſpoken of, and indeed uncortiptehendel; that a 
profefied Veſcirnce ih this particular, is the cohipternent, or 
'zenicth -of | all other Sciexce, which the minde of man is ca- 
-pable of in this life ; and that Ariſtotle may berrer pre- 
"tend to the title of the divine Philoſopher , tor writing ſo 
licele of che Deiry., then P/arofor writing ſo-much to no pur- 
poſe, -the»lacter ſpeaking 'little*in much , the former all that. 
canbethoughtin ſaying --nothing, Ms FORE 


Ard. 


—I 


II 


The. Bxiftencs of God demonſtrated. 


—_— 


3 


—_—_ 


TIT 


. And how far the ancient Hebrews ( whole frequent viſions 


of Gods reflexive glories, \tranſmitred £o them in the necefla 

allay of ſen fib/e natures ;*as' of the pillar of a Cloud, by day, 
the pillar of Fire, by night, of Smoak,, Thunder and Lightning 
on mount $izaz, at the promulgation of the. decalogue, &c. 
might' haye encouraged them to-pretend- a nearer acquaintance 
with Divinity; then any other nation of the World) were' from 
daring to conceive any Poſitive''Adwmbration of his'Eſſence : 
{ufficienly appears from that high yeneration, their law enjoy- 
ned towards” his yery Name, —_— Which was neyerto be 
pronounced by any; bur theiHigh' Prieſt; in any place , but 
che Santtum $anttorum;. xt" any time, - "hats Feſtival of 
annual expiation ; and in any caſe; butchar of generall benedif#1- 
on, when the Adercy and goodneſs of God were to be derived 
down upon the people by the-holy mediation of the anointed 
lucceſſors off Aaroz ;' under penalty of no lefle then death, and 
particularly that cruel kinde of dearh appointed for the puniſh- 


Ly 


Article 2, 
The Hebrews 
intimated (o 
much, in tke 
immoderate 
vencration en- 
joyned roward 
his Name, 

7 ehovah. 


ment of gy wr : asſtands recorded jn their Talmud, in the 


fad caſe of Teradions fon.” 

Nor catthe more"illuminated Chriſtian, though the ſuper- 
excellence of his faith juftly entitle hjms to' this dignity, above all 
other darker Religions; that he hath the tre knowledge of God, 
(#5. e. ) thathe apprehends him under that 7dea, which he hath 
been pleaſedtoaftord of himſelf, in the facred myſteries of the 
Goſpel, as of a Trinity of Perſons inan Unity of Subſtance, 
&c. moſt judicioufly and pioufly' colle&ed and knit together in 
that admirable Anacephalzoſis or ' ſummary of the Chriſtian 
doQrine, called the Creed of Arbanaſins ; raile the eye of his 
underftanding ſo high, as to look diretly upon the Qnidaity, 
or pure Eſſence ' of him © whoſe. dwelling is in light inac- 
cefhible , and inviſible: but muſtthink it happineſs great enough 
for the entraticement of his ſoul , andy and awefully 
— Y—_ him in the ſhadow of his Arrribares, and 
- , onely 'which mortality is qualified to vunder- 
? an < 57 

B 2 This 


Anicle 3. 
The clearer 
ſighted Chriſti- 
an alſo can 
perceive no 
more of the 
Divine nature 
then what is 
ſhadowed in its * 
Attributes, © 
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Article 4. 
And therefore 
the. Author re- 


ftrains the rea- 
| s 6 # ook 


on onely to a 
demonſtration 
of the Eriſtence 
of God, in-this 
Chapter ſub- 
necting a ſhore 
ſcheme of his 
preſent deſcenc 
and Aſcthed. : 


fcicace.( which provetl the; Jonder 
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This teing duly perpended, our Reader needs no other adyer- 
tiſement, that in this Demonſtration of the exiſtence of Ged, from 
the Idea of him engravey by his: awn hand on-the minde of man, 
he 48, not to expect any bold and-yain attempt of the deſcreprion 
of the Formality or ſimple £uiddity-ot that ſupreme Being, 
( which is the Fountain of all-ether £fſences, and Soxl of all. 
other Caxſes :) and-it remains:onely of our part, that we tender 
him an.accountbath-of -our. defgne.,, or ſcope, and' of the me-- 
thod our pen obſcrves-in the: purluance thereof, | 

Though we are fully -perfwaded , with Pharo( Lib. 120. ue 
kegib. p. $71.) upon the.conviction of thoſe :innate didtares,,: 
which chetcaſon of cyery.magn: whiſpers in the -cares of his. con- 

> ar of the two, and ſpoke. 
more terror tothomilcreant Emperor); that-time never ms arr) 
ſuch a prodigy, as/an | Abſolute. Atheiſt, 1. e,luch a fool, as 
durſt indubitate the exiſtence of a(7rand-father Principle, or firſt 


Intelligence; fromwhom, asfrom-the main-ſpritig ina Watch, 


or other Automatous Engine, all motion is .derivcd, and':which 
conſtamly.animates the. great -machine - of the World :-yct have 
we too much ground to ſuſpect, that the accurſed fperme. of the 
Giants is not yet extin&, that every age can furniſh us with a: 
precedent: of. 7 heomachy, nor : need we look .bcyond: our own 
Annals for a fecond to-Cadignla, or want a paralicl-tor::Z pions 
rs. Who, though they zprofeft the neceſſity of a Deity, yet 


' ſottiſkly ran into deluſions<quiralent to the- downright denyall: 


thereof, and Fnned -as high as blaſphemy, in their endeyoursto 


cut off thole. two 'cardinall, and. inſeparable. Arrribzres of the 


ſeepreme E ſence, viz,” Omnipotence, and Omm{ſcient-omnipre- 
ſence, 'or Ative-nbiquity ; not allowing the Creation :of the 
World, out of nothing, to the one,. nor the conſervation, or Go- 
vernment of the. ſame rethe other., And haying made reflexi- 


- ons.-upon the unſuccesfull progreſs .many. have. made; in their 
- enterpriles of confutingahis ſort of implicite Arhes.me, by the per- 


iwafion of Scripture only;we became of opinionthat to enter the 
liſts with..a Zxcian,-or Lxcretius, and there- contend with him 


. £ancerning; the,extent « f Gods. Providence- even to every (ingle 


.andindiyiduall nature, urging ne other proof of the Affirmarive 
; bur: 
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bu the bare authority of Canonicall Writ ( though'to us Chri- 
ftiansof undoubted truth and more fiduciary then demonſtration) 
is the ready way. to confirm him in his.impiety, and (hffen his 
infidelity, in regard a plain and juſt exception lies againſt rhe 
Circle, .Nor have we any probable way lett to break his objedti- 
-ons; buta ſober reception: of them in the ſhield of reaſon, and a 
{mart retort of arguments deſumed from the-proper magazine of 
all cemporall knowledge, the Light of Nature, Hereupun, when 
we ha& determined with our felyes to ere&t a building of Phyſical 
{cience, vpon thoſe pillars, or principles, which to our judgment 


appear moft folid, firm and- permanent, becauſe moſt ſenhblein - 


all the operations oreffects of Natare, that can any way occutre 
to the.diiquiſition of Philoſophy ;. as ſhall-be amply common- 
Rtrated in the future application of them to-particulars : , and ſub- 
Mmitred our aflentto that excellent Rule of the School-men, Nulla 
res qualiſcunque eſt, intelligs poteſt, niſi Deus intelligatxr privy 
revived into an Axiome by the incomparable Des Cartes,in theſe 
words.;. Omnem .omns {cientia certitudinem &- veritatem, ab 
una vers Dei copnitione;pendere;adeo ut dum ignoramins Deii eſſe, 


& verum eſſe, nihil emnino de ulla alia ve perfette ſcire poſsimm-: 


awe concciyed it neceſſary to begin as high as the Firſt Cauſe,God; 
and endeyour the, demon(:ration firſt of his Exiſtence, and cqn- 
ſequently & for ſtrict-reaſon -will never endure their ſeparation) 
of thoſe two generall operations- of his -/:/dome, Power, and 
Geodneſs, viz. (+1. ) the Creation-of the-world ex nihilo, and 
ard (2. ) the continuall Conſervation of the ſame, in its primitive 
harmony, by his Providence ;. and this by Arguments lo purely 
extracted frem the chief inducements of belecf, that no Atheiſt, 
how.acute, or refracrary ſoeyer, can juſtly except againſt them.” 


S.8-c x. : UM. 


TIs an Aﬀertion, which bids defiance to a-whole hoſt of Scc- 
A picks ; that. the Sozl of man, while ſhe animates this admi- 
rable engine, the Body, can apprehend no more of the Formes of 
Entities, then what ſhe reads in thoſe reflex. Charaers, Images 
- or Ideas,,which ſhe findes repreſented to her jn the-mirrour.of Co- 


F 


gitation, B. 3 Now proper Ideas. 


Article -r'.- 
The mind of 
man can have 
no cognitionof- 
the nature of 
its objeas, bur 
by the mediati-- 
on of their 
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Article 2. 
T hoſe Ideagare 
1 Innate, 
2Adycmitious. 


Z Imazinary. 


Article 3: 
A ſtri& enqui- 
ry, whether the 
Ideas of ob- 

jects exiſtcne 
without our 
ſelves, hold an 
exaQliimilicude 
ro their na» 
tures, 
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Now of chbſe Ideas, or Repreſentations exhibited tothe un- 
derflanding,there arethree diſtinct orders 1, Some are [nzatec, 
or Congenial ; for that T may underſtand, what a Thing is,whar 
Truth 1s , what the act of Cogitation 1s : I need the afliftance, 
or information of no other nature; but my own. 2, Othersare 
Adventitious, or emergent from external objects; for that I 
aQuually hear ſounds, ſee the light of the Sun, feel the heat of fire 
and become ſenſible of all other qualities of bodies : I haveever 
hitherto adjudged thcle afts of ſenſation to belong to my cflence 


' onely at ſecond hand, as being derivative from other cauſes, for- 


reign and alien to my nature. 3, And finally othersare Created, 
modelled, or coyned in the mint of the [magination ; forthe 


 Phanſie of the moſt Rupid Ideot is naturally empowerd to forge, 


or paitit toit ſelf, and repreſent tothe mind what images it plealc; 
as Chimeras, Sirens, Harpies,Goblins, 8c. 


: As for thoſe Ideas, on which I look as proceeding from-things 
exiſtent without the citcle ofmy ſelf, I make this enquiry: whe. 
ther there be any reaſon ſufficient to perſwade me- to conceive, 
that ſuch 7deas are exaAly like to thoſe things ; whether thele 
Copies or tranſcripts are drawn to the life, ſo as in all particulars 
to reſemble their originals > And the determination, wherewith- 
all | ſarisfie my ſelf, is this ; that the Affirmative is raught me by 
nature, as being hitherto inſtrufted, that thoſe /deas have no 
dependence atall on my 7///: and ſo, by conſequence, proceed 
not from my ſelf, bur are obtruded upon my cognition eyen a- 
gainſt my Will. For inſtance, whether [ will, or nill, I am fenfi- 
ble of the heat of Fire : and therefore think this perception. or 
Idea of heat, ro proceed from ſomething diftint from my elf, 
viz. from the heart of that fire, by which I ſtand, and obvious ir 
is, beyond all hefitancy , that Imay judge that this fire doth im- 
mit into me rather the ſimilirnde of it ſelf, then any thing cl(c. 
The ftability of which reaſons, I ſhall now ftricily examine. 
When I here ſay, 7 am thus inſtrutted by Nature ; Tintend only 
that TI am rapt on, by a certain ſpontaneous violence, or native 
propenſity, to ſubmit my aſſent thereunto + nor that tis declared 

unte 


The Exiſtence of God demonſtr a_ ated. 


unto me to be a firm and uncontrollable truth, by the /ighr of Na» 
ture. For I diſcover a yalt and irreconcileable diſparity beeweery 
the Diftates of theſe two Informeys-: and the Difference may be 
Rated thus. Whatever things are declared unto me, by the /ighe 
| of Nature; as this, that / am, brcanſe 1 donby, that a and 3 
make 5, c. can never, on any pretence, be doubted of, in re-- 
gard there can be no other facuity, or Criterion, to whole j 
ment or decifion, I can afford fo ample and firme credit, asto 
that of the light of Natare, which oncly canteach me; whether 
thoſe things are true or falſe. But as for thoſe Inclinations, or 
Propenſions naturall; 1 haye long ſince found, by deplorable 
experience, that by them I have been frequemdy hurried unto, 
andiin a ſort impelled upon this evi/, in my ſolitary diſputes. 
withwy ſelf concerning my judicature and eleftion of the Good: 
and therefore am not in any mealure conyineed, why Iſhould 
depend upon their information, purſue their conduQ, or refigne: 
my aſſent to their teſtimony, in other caſes, Again , thongh 
theſe Extradvenient Ideas depend not on my Wl! ; yer is that 
no valid Argument, that therefore of nece s; they muſt pro-- 
ceed from things without my {elf : for as thoſe firong Propenſe- 
ties, though ſeated in me, and as it were annexed ro my very 
being, doe yer ſeem clearly diſtin&t from:my 1741! ; ſo allo per- 
chance there may be- another third Faculty within-me, which 1 
doe not yet ſufficienthy-underftand, that coyns thoſe Ideas, as hi-- 
thertomy conceptions haye ever. been, thatin my dreams ſuch. 
Ideas are created in my brain, without the affiftance ofany 
forreien Objefs invading my /exſes, And, laſtly, ſhould I 
grant thoſe -Connterfeire, or Ideas, to be-defurned fromthines 
diſtinct from my ſelfe; yet cotild it be no juſtifiable inference, , 
that therefore they muſt in all points refenible thoſe things, or 
prorotypes, from which they were tranſmitted : yea, in many 
particulars, I apprehend them to bediſproportionare and diflimi- 
lar, toro clo, by inequalities neyerito be parallels. To-nſtance;. 
T finde within my {elf two divers 7aeas of the Sun, the one taken 
from my ſenſe, (which T therefore think fir to refer to that clafſis 
of Ideas, called Atvertirions ) reprefenting.the Sun in a-yery 
imall-romd, of leſs diameter 'then'a 'Conch wheel: the _ 
| h warns 
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Article 4. 
A ſecond diſ- 
quiſition, whe- 


ther any 
of thoſe 


from the reaſons or maximes of Aſtronomy, 1. e. extracted by 


way. of induction; from certain Notions jmplantate in me,.or by 
any. other way whateyer compoſed or modelled ; which repre- 
ſents the Sun in a vaſt circumference , much larger then .the 
Terraqueous Globe. Now both thele cannot exactly reipond in 
magnitude to their Original, the Sax, exiſtent without me : and 
xealon offers me invincible evidence to aflure that image to be 
the moſt unlike, whichſcemsto have moſt neerly ſtreamed from 
the Sun it (elf. All which conſiderations to-ample fatisfaction 
evince ; that hitherto I have, not upon any ſcienrifical/and au- 


' thentich judgement, but wy __ a certain 0b/cxre and blinde 
_£ 


5mpxl/e from within, beleived, that there are a ſort of Entities 
exiſtent without the ſphear of my nature, which, by ſubcle cranſ- 
fuſion through the organs of my ſenſes, conyey the [deas, or 
1dels of themſelves into my mind. 


But I have found out another certain way, for the more hap- 
py progreſs of my enquiry, #hether any: of thoſe entities whoſe 
1deas ſojurn within me, have any reall exiſtence without me; 


and this is it, Theſe Ideas, conſidered in this-relation, that they 


things whoſe Are Certain modi cogitands, or means which the ſoul makes ule of, 
Tdeas anfound in order to her act of Cogitation ; haye indeed no difſimilitade; 
in the mind of _4},py, or inequality amo elyes, and all ſeem to flow. 
-man, have any A 0g), 0 Equauiry ngſt them; ves, an cm to Now 
reall exiſtence 
without it ? 


from me, in one and the ſame chanel, after one and the ſame man- 
ner : butconfidered inthis intereſt, that one repreſents one thing, 
a ſecond another, a third another quite different from both ; 
manifeſt it is, that they hugely differ each from other, asto the 
degrees of more or leſſe objettive reality. For doubtleſle, thoſe 
Tdeas, which repreſent ſubſtances, are more ſomething, or ( to 
ſpeak more intelligibly, though more ſcholaſtically) contain in 

more of objett;ve reality ; rhen thoſe which repreſent only 
certain modifications of ſubſtances, or meer Accidents : and a- 


. ain, that /dea, by which I ſpeculate ſome ſupreme Eſſence, or 


Deity eternall, omniſcient, omnipotent, creator and conſervator 
of this great All, &c. ſeems in ſeyeretruth, ro comprehend more 


of objettive Reality, or Formall Verity, then ſuch poor Ideas 


that carry onely the ſhadowes of ſome ſubordinate, he” 


The Exiſtence of God dennuſtrated.: 


and finite ſubſtances. Now evident it is, by the /;ght of Narwre, 

that there mult be ſo much at leaft, (it not more ) in the Cauſe | 
efficient and Total, as is in the effect of the ame Cauſe, For, 
] demand, from what can the effe& deriye its reality, but from 
the Cauſe ? and how can the Cauſe bequeath that to the effett, 
which it ſelf is deſtitute of > Out of which root ſprivg two 
branches of ever flouriſhing truth. ( 1. ) Nibil a nibilo fieri, 
nothing can be :nade by nothing. ( 2. ) 14 quod mags perfe tun 
eſt, hoc eſt, quod plus realitatts in ſe continet, fiers non poſe ab 
eo, quod mints perfettum eft, A more perfet ſomething, s,e, which 
jmports more of objetiye reality, cannot be produced by a lefle 
perfe& ſomething. So that I may ſafely infer, that this pofition 
| hathnotits verity reſtrained tq thoſe effe&ts onely, whole Reality 
- is Attnal, or Formal ; but extended alſo to thoſe Ideas jin which, 
is conſidered only their Reality objefive. For example ; a ſtone, 
that neyer was before, cannot only not now begin {o be, unleſs ie 
te produced by ſome other thing, which in ic {elfhath formally 
a eminently what ever is included: in the perfeR or full nature 
of the ſtone; nor can heat be introduced jato any ſubjeR, that 
was not formerly hot, unleſs by ſomething of equal perfeRtion, 
or at leaſt equivalentto heat : but, beſides 4ll this,there cannot be 
in me the Idea of a ſtone, unleſs thar Idea be firſt inſerted into 
me by ſome cauſe, wherein there is ſo mu+h, at leaſt, of reality, as 
I conceive to be in the ſtone, or in th: heat, For though that 
Cauſe transfuſe nothing of its Atxal, or Formal reality intomy 
Idea ; yet am not Itherefore to apprehend my Idea to be theleſs 
x:all , but that the nature of it is ſuch, that it can require no more 
_— formal ex /e, then what ir borrowes from my cogitation, 
whoſe manner of apprehenſion it is. But that this my Idea, 
comprehends this or that objeRtiye reality, rather then another : 
this muſt of neceſſity ineyitable ariſe unto i: from ſome other 
Cauſe, wherein is ſo muchat leaft of reality Fo;'mal, as the Idew 
contains of objefive. For if I grant any thing to be found in 
the Idea, which was not in the Cauſe thereof ;, that ſomething it 
muſt derive from nothing : but how imperfe> ſoeyer that Mo- 
du efſendi, or manner of being, whereby a thing is objeively 
in the 7ntelleft, by an Idea, or repreſematiye, be; yet is it noc 
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Aricle 5, 
A-firme in-- 
duRion, that 
its impoſſible 
for any Idea to 
Import or com- 

hend more 
of perfeQion, 
then its proto- 
rype, or cauſe. 


Article 6. 


And therefore, 


if anyIdeacon: . aw 


tairimore of 
perfeRionthen 
can be. found 
in our minds : 
certainly our 
minds cannot 
be the efficient 


of that tran-- 


i fcendent Idea.. . 


Article:7, 
The diverfity 
-of Ideas,reſpe- 
Rive ro the di- 
verſity of En- 

vities... 


wholy nothing, and cannot therefore proceed from nothing. 
Nor have I any cauſe to ſuſpect, thar fince the reality, which I 
confiderin my Ideas, is onely objective; that therefore the ſame 


reality cannor be formally inherent in the cauſes of them : bur 


that it is ſufficient to their nature; that it be in them only ob- 
jeerively. For as thar Modi efſend? cbjeftlivns belongs to thole 
T1deas, by the charter of their own peculiar nature ; ſo doth that 
Mfodrs eſſendi formalis properly Lelong to their cauſes, ( at leaſt 
to the principal'and grand cauſe) by the law of their eſſence. 


'Burther, though T a{lory it poſſible for one 1dea toproduce 
another ; yet I carr never hcer. adinit a peſſibility-of a progreſs. 
i infinitwm, of unravelling the pedigree to a length fo immenſe, 
as neyer to goe ſohigh asthe Adam, or Grandfather Idea, but 
muſtar length arrive at the-Ne #ltra, or firſt Idea, whoſe cauſe is. 


the Archtype or. Proroplaſt, wherein all* that reality is inherent 


Formally, whictris- in the Idea only obje&ively.. So that by the 
light of Nature, T-read this unalterable Axiome ;- that thoſe [dexs 
or Images of other natures, or entities, which are in my under- 
ſtanding, are certain Connter-parts, or reſemblances, which, in 
trath, come ſhort of the perfettion of thoſe objeft3, from which 
they were deſund, antl-canner be conceived to contain any thing 
greater, or of more perfettion then their Canſes. | 
From hencemy thoughts adyance ro this- concluſion, Tf the 
realiry objefive of any Idea'be ſo great and excellent, chat I may 
red tho ſame cannot be in me, either Formaliter, or Zmi- 
nenter;;: and therefore T'catmor be'the Caxſe of that [deg :* by 


Aire and: genuine inference T'determine, that 1 am nor alone in 


the world, bat that there « exiſtent' in the univerſe ſome other 
Bring, which is: the father of this Itea; Por if 1finde no ſuch 


Jdea ocemm.co mp minde, in earneſt Tknow rto argument, tharmay 


PRINTS the exiſtence of ary one thing diftint from = 
"Now: among theſe+ [4645 ("that Imay range thetr into di- 


Nin ordersretpetive” ro the: ſeverall Degrees of Entities from 
- whichchoy-celulGorare defived”) rhereis' one which hoſds forth 


mew mydeif( concerning'whict'no dficulty can be ſtarted, as: 


_ 
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ro the concernment of the preſent Demonſtration ) another which 


repreſents Ged ; others which: pou :things meerly C orporeal 
= Inanimate; others which deſcribe rr. 1 aro reſemble 
Animals ; and finally others that ſhew me other wen like my 
ſelfe. 

As for thole Ideas, which repreſent Aſes, Animals,or Angels, 
I eaſily underſtand , that ſuch may be compoſed and made up 
of other Ideas, which I uſually conceive of my (elf, and other 
corporcall Entities, and of God : though there were neither When, 
nor Animals, nor Angels, m the, whole World befide my ſelf. 
And as for thoſe of Corporeal Entities ; inthem I mect with no- 
thing fo great, noble, or excellent, which ſeems-not to have its 
fountain or origin in my ſelf, For when T make a deep and ſtrict 
inquiſtion into them, I diſcoyer, that of thoſe things, whichthey 
comprehend, there are only very few, which I clearly and diftinct- 
ly underſtand ; ſuch aze Adagnitade, or Quantity extended into 
its three dimenſions of Longitude, Latitude, Profundity ; Fi- 


gure ariling from the termination of that extenſion; Sitnation of 


arts, or that poſition, which parts variouſly figurared obtain and 
fold among themlſelyes ; and Motion, or the Sr of ſituation 


Article 8. 
The pollible 
originals of 
each ſort (e- 
verely exami- 
ned , and all 
found to be de- 
ſumable from 
our ſelves ; the 
Idea of God 
only excepted. 


in the whole, or parts compoſing the whole : ro which may be 


ſupcradded Subſtance, Duration,and Number. Butas for other 
things, as Light, Sounds, Oaors, Sapors, Heat, Cold, and other 
rattile qualities; theſe fall not under the comprehenſion of my 
rhoughts, but darkly and with as much obſcurity as confuſion : 
inſomuch that when I haye fumm'd up all T know of them, it a- 
mounts to no more then this ; that I am even ignorant whether 
they be true or falſe, (5, e. ) wheoher ſuch Ideas, as T conceive of 
them, be the 7deas of things really exiſtent, or of Nom-entities. 
Fox though Ihave-faichfully obſerved, that Falfiry, properly and 
molt emphatically ſo called, or Formal fatfity, can be-no 'where 
found in the world, butin our jxdgments, or determinations : yet 
isthere another Aaterial falſity in our Ideas, when they repre- 
ſem a Non-entity fora real Entity, a nothing in Read' of a ſorme= 
thing. Thus, to exemplifie, the repreſentations which I have of 
Heat and. Cold appear fo narrow, dim, and confuſed ; that my 
mot wnenſe and acute ſpeculations —_ acquire from them 

; 3 any 
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any plenary and ſable ſatisfaction, Whether cold be only « priva- 
zion of Heat, or Heat no more but the privation of Cold ; Whes 
| ther both be real and poſetive pre or neither ? and fince 
there can be no /deas, but as of real encicies; in regard itis a 
truth apparent, that cold is noching el'e but a privation of hear, 
that ſame Idea,which exhibrs cold as ſomething real and poſi- 
zive, may juſtly be reputed falte: and ſo likewiſe may others of the 
fame leries,: To ſuch Ideas therefore it is- not neceſſary, thatT 
aſſione any other original befides-my ſelf ; for fince they may be 
materially falle,( i.e.) repretent nothing under the diſguile of 
 ſomethivg,: it is.declared unto me by the Light of Natare, thar 
they. proceed from nothing , ( 5. e. ) that no other reaſon can 
be given, why they are-in me, but only this; that ſomething is 
wanting to my nature, which is requiſite tomake it abſolutely 
perfett and compleat : and if they were true, yer in reſpe& they 
«exhibit ſo -Ltle of —_ that I cannot, in the moft abſtracted 
contemplation, clearly-diſtinguiſh that lire from nothing ; I ee 
No.realon, why they-may nor oy be counted'the Mineryas of 
my own-brain,-or the produQions of my own thoughts, Now 
as concerning thoſe things, which are clear and diftin& in the Ideas 

- of Corporeal Natures; I hayediſcoyered, that ſome of themalſo 
' bederived from the Idea-of:my {elf : ſuch are Subſtance, Dus 
ration, Number,&c. of the ſame claſſis, For when T conſider a 

* Rone to be a ſubſtance, -or an. entity eonſlituted in a capacity of 
' (ubfiſting; per /e.;, and at the ſame time cenfider my {elf alſo to be 
- ſubſtance (although 'T conceive: my (elf, to) be Res cogitans, a 
thinking ens, and look not upen-my ſelf as Res extenſa, a quan- 
rative.or extenſive ; but upon a-ſene,. as Res exrenſa, and not 
cogirans,.and that therefore there muſt be 'a great difſimilitude 
| between thele two conceptions : yet they ſeem to be reconciled 
and ſhake hands, in.rermino. ſubtantialitatis ) and alſo when I 
- conſider; that I now-am, and: formerly haye been-; and when I 
haye -various. cogitations,.-whoſe number Þ comprehend : Then 
2cquire the: Ideas of Daration and Number, which I can after 
transfer and apply. ro what other things I pleaſe. Bur: for the re- 
Gdue of particular things, whereof: the Ideas ' of Corporeal N a- 
tures are compoled. : as Extenſion, Figure,. Situation, and 7Mo- 
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ri0n: theſe haye not their reſidence in me (ſince I am nothing 
elſe, in propriety of effence, but Res cogitans ) formaliter : and 

et, inrelarion that they are only certain ods ſubſtantie, mo- 
Lificated ſubſtance, and I alſo am a ſubſtance ; they leem to be 
comprehended in me eminenter, by way of rranſcendency. And 
fo there remains unexamined only the 1dea of God; in which I 
am to conſider, whether it include any thing, which cannot be 
derivative from my (Fl. | 


'By the name Gea, 1 underſtand a certain ſubſtance, infinite, 
independent, omnipotent, omniſcient, from which as well my own, 
as all other dependent natares were derived ; by whoſe incompre- 
henſible Wiſdome, Powcr, and Goodneſs, the univerſe was created, 
accerding to the admirable Idea formed inhis own eternall intel- 
tet; and is cenflamly conſerved in the ſame perfeft order, and 
Fs 4.00 harmony, which in the beginning he was pteaſed to 
#njritmte. 

"Now ſodivyine, excellent, and perfeRt are all theſe Artribares, 
that when with deep, yer humble and reverentiall thoughts I con- 
template them, cither conjun&tiyely, or diſtinAly, 1 become full 
informed, thar they are too great and noble, to be derived from ſo 
mean, frail, and imperfe&ta being as my ſelf: and upon this firm 
foundation Ierect-to my ſelf this verity ; That God dothexif. 
For though the Tdea of a ſibftance be included in me for this 
cauſe, that Tam a ſubſtance: yet it doth r.ot neceffarily follow, 
that therefore'I can haye the'Idea of an infinite ſubſtance, finceT 
am my ſclf tut fixire, unleſs that Tdea firſt proceed from fome 
ſubſtance really infinite. Net am I obliged to think, that T doe 
not conceive an i»fixite, by 
will have it, by the Negation of a finite, as T underſtand Reſt 
and Darkneſs by the negation of Motion and Light: for, on the 
contrarie,? perſpicuouſly underſtand, that there js more of Rea- 
[ty in -an infinite tybſtance , then in a finite ; and -by conle- 
quence that the perception of an infinite eſſence, the Deity, is Eder 
then,and ſo-precedent unto the perception of a finite eſſence, my 
ſelf. For I demand ofthe whole world, by what means pofſhble 

Fſhould cometo underfiand, that I doubt, defire, &c. (3.e.) that 
& 3 - ſome- 


3 


ae Idea, but, as moſt ſchoolmen_ 


Article 9. 
The Idea of 
God, here de- 
ſcribed, cannot 
be either for- 
mally, or ma- 
rerially falſe, 
but the moſt 
clear, diſtin& 
and true of all 
others. 


_ 
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ng is wanting to my nature; which T finde requiſite to makeir 
et, if there were in.me no Idea of a more perfeRt being, by 
comparing whoſe: perfeQions to my own deficiencies, I am 
brought to an aſlured knowledge of che imperfeRion, and fo the 
ſubordination and dependence of my own being. 

Nor canit be objected” that the Idea which I conceiye of God 
is materially falſe,and therefore poſſible to be deſumed from no- 
thingas thoſe Ideas of Hear and Cold formerly examined : for 
on the contrary, in- this intereſt, that tis tranſcendently clear and: 
diſtin, and comprehends more of objeive reality, then any 
other Idex, which the minde of man can either conceive, or create; 
no one is more trge per /e, nor in which leſs ſuſpicion of falſhood 

. can be detected,” This Idea, I fay, of the ſupreme Being, perfect 
and infinite, is moſt true ;. for though it- might be imagined poſſi- 
.ble, that there is. no ſuch waar berry as my Idea repreſents : 
yet cannot it be imagined, that the Idea of this Ems [mmm can 
exhibit unto me nothing real, as may the Ideas of Heat, Cold, 
&c, Moxeover, I am confinned, that this Idea of Ged, is of all 
others the moſt clear and dit i»ft ; for whatever of reality, veri- 
ty and perteRtion, I clearly and diſtinaly perceive in all other 
Ideas, is radically concentred in this one, as in the Archtype, or 
univerſal. fountaip, Nor canthis my beleif be Raggered by this 
weak objection, that I cannot comprehend an infinite, or that, be- 
ſides theſe Attributes raentioned in the deſcription of this ſuper- 
excellent Idea, there are=myriads of other Excellencies in God, 
which are too reſplendent and remote to be gazed upon by the 
weak and ourblind eye of mans underſtanding, and coo numerous 
to fall under the ſhort Arithmetick -of reafon, much lels ro be 
epiromized or decypheted in the qtquall landskip of my cogi- 
tations : for I know full well, that it is of the nature.of an Infi- 
nite, not to be comprehended by me, that am finite ; that it is 
ſufficient for me to underſtand only fo. much, and.to judge all 
thoſe things, which I perceive to contain, or import any pertect;- 
on, and perchance innumerable other dignitics, of which Iam yet 
ignorant, to bein God either formally, or eminently. So-the Idea, 


- Which 1 conceive of him, is of all others, to:which my intellect 
can extend its power .of apprehenfion, the moſt per/picrons and 


Not- 


diſtintt, 


—— 
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Norwithſtandine,that I may leave no doubrro eclipſe the (plen- 
dorof this affertion, I permit my thoughts to run ines this expoſi 
lation. Perhaps I have not the juſt dimenſions of my  owrt efltnce;: 
that 1 am a far greater and more perfect ſomething; then hicherto 


_ Thaveperceived my ſelf to te; and thatall thofe e#tellencits, geſumption ei- 
which I ſpeculate in the 1dex of God, ate in ſomemeaſute poterti=- ther from our 
_ ally in my nature, though hitherto they have laine dormant; in+ ſelves: 


Capacity only, and have not been deduced into 4# : for 1 al- 
ready Fr 


enlarged even to infinity ;- nor alfo, my cogtiition beitig ſo ad-- 


vanced, why I rhay not at length; by the” benefit and'advaritage- 


thereof, afpire and' ariſe to- all thoſe petfections'of God ;' nor, 
finally, why this _ y of artiving at all thoſe petfections, may 
not ſuffice, upon the-ſtock-of its own ſingle power, tothe pro- 
duction of their true and adequate Tdea. And I ah anfivered. 


from my domeftick oracle, the —_— of Natnre; that not one 


of thoſe illations canſtand. Por, firſt, though it be true, tharmy. 
knowledge may by deorees be yery much multiplyed ; and that 


many things are in perenria i. me, which are. not yer'awaked jnto'- 


their proper tions-:; yet not one of all thoſe properly be-- 
long to the Idea of God; in-which' there is: nothing op > on 
tial ; for this yery condition, to be capable of augmentation by - 


degrees, is att undeniable argument of imperfection, 'Secondly, . 


rhough-my cognition ſhould be more and more augmented; ye- 


verthelels I underftand,that it could never be actually infinite;be-: 
canſe it could neyer be raiſed toſich an *Axpy, ot zenith,a$to be: 


above all poffibility' of farther acceſs': but niy Tdea' of the di-' 


vine nature repreſents him-actually' infinite, ſo that nothing 'is” 


wanting; nothing can be 2dded'toth# perfection of his -nature. 


_ And laftly, Tiperceiverthat the obje37#% eſſe of att' Idea catnot'be 


producetl by a bare poreni#, eſſe, whith- ( to ſpeaklikea'the- 


Attnat, Or. Fornil.. 


e my Cognition much encreaſed, nor can Tdiſcover any. 
impediment, wherefore it-may not be every day more and tnore- 


py and properly) is' a rheet” nothing”: but only'by att! 
Nope ape there 5o not one=tHion all theſe! notions! whithto 
erence.” 


”= 


Article 10, 
A declarementc 
of the impoſli- 
bility of the 
divine Idcas 
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_ doubtedly I ſhould northen have been 


ſerene, noble, and illuſtrious truth, demonſtrable by the light of 
N atwrezyet ſince, when with-more looſe and unattentive thoughts 
I examine them, and when the grofſer images of corporeal and 
ſenſible natures benight the opticks of my reaſon ; I cannot to 
eahily make it out, why the Idea of a being more noble and per- 
fect then my own, muſt of neceſſity proceed from ſome {uch 
other being, which is really more perfect ; for this reſpect, I fay, 
I lead on my mind to a further enquiry, viz. Whether or no [, 
who have this Idea, could have an exiſftence,if there were no 
ſuch Ens as my Idea adumbrates, really exiſtent ? To par:icular, 
from what original ſhould my being deſcend ? either from my 
ſelfe, or my Parents, or ſome other eſſences of perfection inft- 
nitely inferior to that of God ; for no phanſie can be ſo wild, as 
to feigne any thing more perfect then, nay not equally perfect 
wich him. Now had I received my —_— my ſelfe, un- 
U 


ject to thole frailties 
of D«bitatiox and Deſideration, nor would any thing haye been 


- wanting to-my nature : for at the ſame inſtant, when I gaye to 


my ſelf a being,affuredly 1 ſhould have given unto my ſelf allo all 
thoſe perfections, whereof I haye the Idea in my mind, and ſo I 
my ſelf ſhould have been God. Nor am T bound to conceive, 


_ thatthoſe excellencies, wanting to the accompliſhment of my 


nature, can be more difficult to acquire, then thole graduall abi- 


lities, of which I am- already maſter : for on the contrary, tis ma- 


nifeſt, that it muſt import infinitely more of difficulty for me to 
have had a being, ( 4, c.) fora Cogitant ſomething to be deduced 
from nething, then for me being once conſtituted in a Capacity, 
to attainto the cognition of many things, whereof I am now 
actually ignorant, which-can be eſteemed no more but the Acci- 
dents of that ſubſtance. And afſuredly , had I borrowed the 
oreater, my /ubſtantiality g frommy- own ſtock of power; I 
ſhould nothave denied unto my elf the leſs, thoſe Accamalati- 
015, or accidentall additions, not"any other of thoſe divine ac- 
compliſhments, which I anderſtand to be included inthe Idea 
of God: why > becauſe no one of thoſe ſeem more difficult 
to be acquired ; andif any were more difficult for me,to aſpire 
unto, tis more then probabke I ſhould underſtand that Yo 
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if I had thoſe Faculties, of which my nature ſtands poſſeſſed, 
from my own donation, in reſpe& I ſhould find my power to be 
terminated in them. Nor doc I cyade the convictive rigor of 
theſe reaſons, if I adventnre on this ſuppolition ; that I have been 
cyer herctofore, as I nowam : as if the induftion of this hypo- 
theſis would be; that therefore I am to trace the genealogy of my 
eflence no higher then my ſelf; or {eek out no other caute of my 
Exiſtence ; tor in reſpect that all r5»9e may be divided into innu- 
merable parts, each whereof hath no neceſlary dependence on the 
relt, cicher precedent, or ſubſequent ; trom hence, that I have 
| formetly been, is no yalid conſequence that therefore I mutt now 
be,unlefle ſome other cauſe be admitted, which dothtreſhly create 
me in each of thoſe particles, or atoms of time, and particularly 
in this inſtant moment, ( z, e.) doth conſtantly contgrve me in 
being. For manifeſt it muſt be to any that looks ajeentively into 
the nature of Dxration; that to the Con/ervarizn of ws thing 
through all thoſe ſeycral minutes, in which its exiſtetce endureth, 
is required no leſs then the ſame power and a&t, which is necet- 
fary to the Creation of the fame thing anew, if it were not alrea- 
dy exiſtent : and conſequently, that the a&t of Conſervation doth 
not at all, but in the cloudy reaſon of man, differ from the att of 
Creation. Thele things thus ſtated, 1 am concerned to propoſe to 
my ſelf chis interrogation ; Whether there be any power inherent 
in my nature, whereby I may be cnabled to conlerve my ſelf the 
ſame in the furure that I am nowin the preſent? for ſince I am 
nothino but a meer res cogitans ( for here I preciſely regard only 
that part of my ſelf, which is properly and diſtinctly a Cogitant 
ſubſtance ) if there were any ſuch conleryatory radicated 
inmy cſlence, doubtleſs I ſhould be conſcious of it; bur I am 
cawicted, there is none ſuch,and therefore from this one evidence, 
that I cannot maintain or perpetuate my own being, for the 
ſhorteſt moment imaginable : I judge, chat 1 am [ſubordinate 
unto, end dependent upon ſome other Entity diſtinft from my ſelf. 
But ( to tolerate any doubt in this my meditation, in order to 
the cxclufion of all doubrs from the intended reſult or concluſt-- 
on) pit the caſe, that this Entitie, to whoſe ſufficiency I owe my 
Conleryation ({ pardon 6 ! thou incomprehenſible - Eſence, thou 
YN great 
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Article 11. 
O: from ſome 
ether caule leis 
pcrte.then 
God. 


\ Parents, or ſome other caule leſs perfect 


great and ſole Preſerver of men, pardon this ſuppoſition, that 


modeſtly intends only the clearer demonſtration of thy Suprema- 
c5) is not God ; and that I deduce my cn warp from my 
then God. For deter- 
mination ; tis an Axiome, to which every Sceptick will readily 
condeſcend, T antundem ad minimum eſſe debere in cauſa, quan- 
tum eſt in effetin, there muſt be ſo much ar leaſt inthe cauſe, as 
is found in the effect: and therefore ſince I am res copituns, a 
ſubſtance thinking , and having a certain Idea of God in me, 
what cauſe ſoeyer be atlength aſſigned for the principle or foun- 
tain ofmy being, that cauſe alſo muſt be Exs cogirans, and muſt 
poſſeſs the Idea of all thoſe perfections, which I aſcribe unto God. 
Now of that cauſe itmay be again enquired, whether it were de- 
rived from it ſelf, or from ſome other Caule; tor if from it 
ſelfe, then may it bee naturally collected, from what 
hath preceded in this diſquifition, that ſuch a Caſe is God, For 
as it hath the power ( or act ) of /e/f-exiſtence, or ſelf-conſerva- 
tion: ſo allo,undoubtedly hath itthe ability of actually poſleſſin 
all ſuch perfections, the Tc | whereof it comprehends in it felt, 
( 5. e. ) all ſuch accompliſhments, as I conceive to be concen- 


tred in God. 


Bur if from ſome other cauſe ; then T repeat my queſtion a- 
oain concerning this other cauſe, whether that had its being from ir 
telf, or from another, untill T arrive fuccefſively arthe firſt Caſe, 
or higheſt linke in the chain: which alſo will be God. For no 
melancholy can be ſo abſurd, as to dream of a progrels i» infini- 
tum in the ſeries of Canfes; efpecially, fince I doe not here in- 
rend thar Cauſe only, which did in 7#me paſt produce me, but 
principally that, which doth con/trve me in the pre/ext. Nor 
can it be imagined, that a p/arality of Cauſes met, concurred, 
ard conſpircd to the making up of my nature, and that from one 
cauſe I inhericed the Idea of one of the perfections which Fattri- 
bute to God ; from a ſecond the Idea of another; from a third, 
the Idea of another, &c. fo thar all thoſe | =o 067 Ya may, 1n- 
deed. be found /everally in the diſtinct and ſcattered peices of the 


'Vniyer'e, but no where coxjoyned and amafled together in one 


Grgle 


»» 


PY 


"Niven of Cad denentenre 


fingle Eflence, which might be God. For on the contrary, the 
Unity, Simplicity, Trifeparability, or Identity of all thole ex- 
cellencies in God, is one ofthe chiefeſt of choſe perfections, which 
I-underſtand to be in him :. nor, afluredly, could the Idea of the 
UVniry of all thoſe his Perfections be 'placed in me by any other 
cauſe, from whom I could not acquire the Ideas of other perfecti- 
ons alſo ; nor could he haveeffected, that I. ſhould underſtand 
them coxjoyed and married together by an indiſſoluble union : 
unleſs he had alſo effected, that I ſhould know what they are, 
in their diſtintt1on. 


To expunge the laſt ſcruple, and fo render this demonſtration 
of the Exiſtence of God, fair and immaculate; haye not my 
Progenttors deyolved a being to my Parents, and they devolyed 
the like to me ? and may not this Idea of thoſe perfections, which 


I attribute to God, be implanted radically in this my being fo de-" 


rived downto me. by propagation,without the neceſlary inſertion 
of it, by the inimediate hand of any ſuch Supreme nature really 
exiftent, in which all thoſe Atrribares are Formally inherent, and 
coeſſential > By no means. For though I may, in ſome latirude, 
allow my Parentsto be the cauſes of my generation ; yet cannot 


Article 12, 


Or from our 


Parents. 


I think them to be the cauſe of my Conleryation, fince they can= 


not conlerve theraſelyes : nor. have they made-me what-I am, 
(7. e. ) conſtituted me to be Res cogrrans, an Entitie whole nature 
is tOthink ; but onely as ſubordinate and inſtrumental cauſes, 
have contributed certain requiſite diſpoſitions, or qualifications 
to that matter, in which Tunderſtand my ſelf, (5. ce. ) my mind or 
rational ſoul ( which in this diſcourſe, I conſtantly . take for the 
whole of my ſelf) to be enſhrined. And upon: the credit of this 
conſideration, there can be no difficulty taken-up to countermand 
the certitude of my aflertion ; but I may ſafely conclude : that 
from this poſition, 1 am exiſtent, and my minde contains 4 
certain Idea of a moſt pres being, (i» &. ) of God, it is 
moſt genuinly and moſt evidently demonſtrated, that God us alſe 
Exiftent. | cla ad 


Da 


Having 
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Having ſufficiently affured my felf, that this Tdea, which I have 
of the Supreme Being, or moſt and only perfet Exs, is too ex- 
cellent to be» delumed from my elf, from my Parents, or from 
other Cauſes, which import not ſo much of Reality Formal and 
Eminent, as the Idea imports of objeftive : irtremains only, that 
I explore how and when I received this Idea from God. For 
never drew it in through the windowes of my ſenſes ; nor was 

"it eyer obtruded upon me without either my expeRation, or no- 
tice, as frequently the Ideas of ſenfible objects are, when thoſe 
objects offer themſelyes to the external organs of the ſenſes; nor 
was itever modelled, or coyned by me, inthe laboratory ofmy 
Imagination, ſince it is not in my power either to detract any 
thing from, or ſuperadd any thing unto it: Wherefore it muſt be 
primitively implanted in,” and congenial to my very Eſſence, no- 
otherwiſe thenas the Idea of my felt is implanted, or eſſentially 
impreſſed upon my elf, And ſurely, to a ſober and well ordered 
conſideration, it can ſeem no wonder, that God, when he was: 
pleaſed to create me,hath imprinted this Idea of himſelf upon my: 
Sowl, that it might remain as an indelible Mark or Signature ; 
whereupon when I refle&t my cogitations, I fhould inſtantly 
know and acknowledge my felt to be the work of his almighty 
hand. Nor is it neceflary, that this Markor Impreſs ſhould be 
3 thing plainly difitn&t from the work vit ſelf, from my Eſſexce ; 
but upon this one ground, that God hath created me ; tis yery 
credible; that he created me, in ſome degree, or retpe&, afterthe: 
S$imilitude and image of himſelf, and that this Similirude, 
wherein the Idca of God is included, may be underſtood by me. 
by the operation or information of the ſame Facxlty, by which I 
am impower'd to underſtand my ſelf : (5. e-) that when 1 con- 
vert the eye of my Soul, my reaſon, inwards upon my lelf, [ 
doe not only cleatly perceive my ſelf ro-be an Entity incomplear, 
dependent on ſome Superior principle, and tnacfinizely 5 439 
#9 greaper and better things : but at the ſameinſtant, I under- 
{and alſo that Superior Principle, upon which 1 depend,to poſlcts 
all thoſe greater accompliſhments, not 5»definirely and 5 po- 
tentia only, but eyen infinitely and aFwally,and fo to be God. 

And 


» 5 Dn, 
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And fo ali the nerves of the Argument may be twiſted together Article I4- 
io this ſhort ( though never-to-be-b. oken ) Cord ;- that I can- An abſtra&,or 
not but acknowledge it an abſolute impoffibility that I ſhould Anacephalzo- 
exiſt, being of ſuch a natureas I am, (5,e.) having the Idea of God —_ = Fro 
imprinted upon'my mind, unleſs God alto did really exiſt : thar Ie Re 
yery God, 1 mean, whole Idea isin me, (5, e, ) an infinite eſſence 
attually poſſe/sing all perfett ions, which though I cannot Compre- 
hend, yet in ſome degreeI can, with humility and veneration,,_ 

ſpeculate, through the perſpective of profound and. abſtracted 


C ogitation. 
Sscr. IH. 


Ow in conſideration that many of thoſe ecraphyſical 
Terms, and ſingular expreſsions, which e been. forged 
ro make uſe of in, tft: precedent demonſtration of t 
of God, may be conceiyed cither too- difficult tor the utgdi 
of heads; or atleaſt ambignorxs, and therefore tubje&tro perverſion, 
as not bcing ſufficiently adequate and reftrained to thote nocions, 
to which 1 haye applied them ; I have thought it requiſite to 
ſubjoyn the particular Explanation, or proper definition ofeach, 
that I could beleive ſubject ro-ob(curity, or exception. 


In the word Cogiration, I comprehend whatſoever is fo con- Article x 
tained in us, that we are immediatcly conſcious thereof. Thus all. The impor- © 
the operations of the- Will, Intellect, Imagination, and Senſes. tance ot the 
fall under this.one notion of Cogitations: and the- particle im-, *©'> Cogita- 
mediately, 1 have annexcd to cxclude all thoſe things, that are. *'* 
conſequent to thele operations, as motion voluntary hath Cogita- 
tion for its original, butis ic ſelf plainly diſtin from: cogitation.. 


Fy an [dea, Tunderſtand that forme of any Cogitation, by Adgicls 2 
the immediateperception- whereof I come to be fully conſcious OFfan 1dea.. 
of that-particular cogitaiion; ſo that I can expreſs no one thing. | 
in words, when 1 underſtand what I ſpeak, but frernthence it is 
made eyident. unto me, that I have in methe particular Idea of 

D. 3 that 
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Article }. 
.Of the ob- 
zecive reality 
of an Idea, 


Article 4, 
Of the For- 
mal, and emi- 
nent being of 
Attributes in 
the objeRs of 
ot Idcas. 


Article 5. 
Qta ſubſance. 


Article 6. - 
Of the word, 
Mind. 


that thing, which I ſignifi by thoſe words. And fo I doe not 
call only thoſe [mages depicted or engraven on my Phanſe, 
Ideas : yea, in this dilcourſe, I doe not allow them to be Ideas 
as they are depited in my Phanſy corporeal, i, e. in any parcel 


of my brain ; bur only as they ſerve, as certain charaters, to in- 
formemy minde, when conyerted upon that part of my brain, * 
where my phanſie is ſeated, 


By the obje&ive reality of an Idea, I intend the Entity of that 
thing reprelcnted by that Idea. And according to the fame in- 
tention, we nnay lay, the Perfettion objective, or Artifice ob- 
jeftive, &c. For whateyer things we perceiye as in the objeAs of 
Ideas, the fame things in every parcticular are objectively included 
in the Ideas of thoſe objeRs. 


The ſame things arefaid to be Formally in the objects of Ideas, 
when they-are truly ſuch in them, as we perceiye them to be, or 
when our Ideas expreſly reſpond to their nature : -and- Eminently, 
when they are not indeed Talia, but Tarta, equiyalent, inſo- 
much that they may be their TEES ſubſticures, or'ſerve it 
their rooms, 


A Subſtance ſignifies any thing wherein, as. in /#bjefo, is im- 
mediately inherent any Qzality, or Attribate, whoſe Idea is in 
us ; or upon which any thing, that we perceive, immediately de- 
pends for its exiſtence. For we can haye no other Idea.of a ſub- 
ance, precilely ſo taken, more then this ; that ir is a thing, 


- wherein either F won or Eminently that ſomething which we 


perceive, or which is objetively in any of our Ideas, hath its ne- 
ceſlary exiftence :' why? becauſe the light of Nature makes au- 
thentick that Axiome, Nullum eſſe nthili reale attributum ; or,as 
Ariſtotle, Non-entis non ſunt Accidentia. 


By the terme Meys, the ind, I import a ſubſtance, whole 


prime Attribute is Cogitacion ; for in this place I fpeak rather of 


the Mind, then ofthe Soxl,inregard theword Soul is equivocal, 
and frequently'nfed to exprefs'{omething corporeal. 
- By 


v\ 
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By a Body is implicd that Subſtance which is the immediate 
ſubject of extenſion local, and other accidents, which prefuppoſe 
extenſion, as Figure, Situation, local Motion, &c. 


T wo (ubſtanzes are ſaid to be really diſtingui/h't, when each 
of them can realy {ut{iſt withour the affiltance of the other. 


That ſubſtance, which we underſtand to be /xpremely perfett, 
and wherein we perceiye no defe@t, or limitation of perfe&ion 
to be inyolyed, is that we call God. 


Secr, IV. 


> Achilles, or moſt potent 9bjefiov, which not only the 
| feirce Militia of the Pulpit ; but even ſuch more ternperate 
heads, as have not beet) refined to a height ſufficietit to admit the 
tin&ture of abſtracied ahd immaterial notions, tnay ſend t6'en- 
counter my Aﬀertion, That I have a clear, diſtintt, and true 
Idea of God in my mind, is this : Infinitum, qua infinitum, eſt ig- 
n:tum, that God being infinite, andtherefore incomprehenſible, 
tis impoſſible for man, while his intelle& is mutfled up in fleſh, 
ro have a clear and diftn&t Idea. of his Being.” To inftance iti a 
thing, betwixt which and theinfinity of God is a vaſtdiſparity ; 
let the moſt Geometrical wit in the World think with the moſt 
ſerious, midnight and fixt attention, upona Chiliagon, or figure 
with 2 too0o Angles: yet ſhall he acquire in hismind; buta dark 
and confuſed repreſentation or modell thereof, and eatinot di- 


ftinRly either adumbrate or conceive that chiliagonicall fighre ;- 


becauſe he doth not particularly and totally ſpeculate each one of 
the 1000 ſides, or lateral lines, of whith it doth conſiſt, And if 
fo, well may it be doubted, how I can conceive the Idea of an [1- 


finite, diftinly and without confuſron ; when I cannot exalt my 


thoughts to ſurvey all thoſe innumerable perfetions, which1neet 

together to the conſtitution of its _ 

This doubt F mnft welcome , and horiour, as the Iaudablke 

 effe& of that due yeneration, or noble zeal, WO = be 
kin 


—— 


Article 7, 
Of a Body. 


Article 8. 
Of the real di- 
ſtinRion of 
two ſubſtances. . 


Article 9, 
Of the ſub- 


| ſtance ſupreth»- 


lyperfeR, 


Article rx. 
Objett.T. 
Thatthe.mind 

of man, being 
finite, cannot 
extend to the 
clear and di- 
tine incclle- 
Qion of an 1;;-- 
fruite, quatenus- 
an Inf;nite: and. 
the - 


Solution there=- 


of by three 


oe diltin&Rions... 
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kindled in eyery breſt, upon the ſenſe of that unmenle diſpropor- 
tion betwixt the inviſibility, infinity, and incomprehenſbility of 
the Creator ; and the narrow extent, or, indeed, the comparatiye 
nothing of the Creature ; nor can I think the ,debaſement of our 
own limiccd nature, other then a pious and worthy cognizance of 
the majeſty and incircumtcription of his : yet to fatishe, tharnone 
can have a motelively apprehenſion of his own frailties, infirmitics 
and defe&s_nor a greater eſteem of the excellencies and accom-' 
_ of God, then my ſelf ; and that I more then once 

ok't upon, and throughly examined the weight of this {cruple, 
long before I thought it ſafe to acquieſce in the Afhrmative, I 
thus anſwer. 

An Infinite, quatenus an infinite, can, in troth, by no means 
be comprehended ; and yet neverthelcis ic may be #»4er/tood: in- 
ſomuch as clearly and diſtinMy to underſtand the nature of any 
thing to be luch, as that no limits, terminations, or circumſcripti- 


ons can be found therein; is clearly and diſtin&tly co underſtand 


| theſameto be infinite. And heer I diſtinguiſh betwixt [ndefini- 


tum and Infinitum ; calling, properly and preciſcly, that an iz- 
finite, in which no limits, terms, or ends can be, on any part, 
dilcoyered ; in which accepration, God is only infinite : bur 
{uch things, wherein, under ſome latitude of reaſon only, I ac- 
knowledge no end or termination ; fuch are the extenhions of 
the imaginary ſpace without 7 ri/megiſtus his circle, or on the 
outſide of the world ;" thg multitude of Numbers; the diviſibili- 
ty of the parts of quantity, &c. ſuch I call zdefinite, and not in- 
finite, becauſe on ſome part they muſt confeſs a finality, or ter- 
mination, 

Again, I put a difference between the Formal Reaſon, or Infi- 
»ity of an infinite; and the /»bje&# of that infinity, or thing 
which is infinite. Now, as for the Infinity z though we under- 
ſtand that to be moſt Poſitive; yer we cannot underſtand it but 
only by a kind of Negation, viz. from hence, that we can dif- 
cover no limitation 4n the thing : but as for the /#bje& of this 
infinity, or infinite thing, we underſtand it Poſitsvely, but not 
adequately ( i. e. ) we doe not comprehend all that is intelligible 
.1n that thing. Thus when we caſt our eyes upon the Sea, though 
our 
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fight cannot extend to all and eyery part thereof, nor meaſure 
_ every inch of its immenſe valtity ; yet may we be properly ſaid 
to behold the ſea. And if we look upon itata great diſtance; ſo 
that our eyes ſeem to take it in all at once, we does not \ ſee ic bur 


dimly and confuſedly, as it were in a thin, blew. landskip;; \as al» 


ſo wedoe not imagine a Chiliagon but obſcurely and/in fratures, 


when we comprehend all the lateral lines thereof at once: yer if 


we apfroach the ſea at a yery vicine diſtance, and earneſtly fixe 
our eyes upon any one part thereof, ſuch a viſion may be-clear 
and diſtin<t, as alſo may the imagination of a Chiliagon, if our 
Phanſie extend to no more, then one or two of the tides thereof 
at once, By the ſame reaſon, that God cannot be comprehended 
by the narrow mind of man, I willingly grant, with all the ſchool- 
men ; - nor can he be diftintly underſtood by thole, who unadvi-: 
ſedly endevour to comprehend him all at once, and asit weteto 
gaze upon him a far off ; in which laudablc ſenſe, the moſt ſub- 
' tile D* T bom. Aquin. affirmed, Cognoſcere Deum eſſe in alique 
communi, [ub quadam confuſiont, in quantum ſcilicet Deus eſt 
hominis beatitndo, id naturaliter nobis inſertum eſt, thatthe COg- 
nition of the Being of God, is implanted in our minds, under a 
certain confuſion, or cloudy repreſentation :. bur whoeyer, witha 
rzvious awe, and becoming reverence, . ſhall endeyour to fi 
out his perfections, contemplate each ſucceſſively, not fo much 
to comprehend them, as to be comprehended by them, and im- 
ploy all the neryes of theirintelle& (ſequeſtred from the contagi- 
on of /enfibility and Corporeity ) in the long and wary ſpeculati- 
on of them: - ſuch happy perſons ſhall afluredly findin him more 
fatisfactory, ample, and cafie matter of clear and diſtin cogni- 
tion, then in all che world tefide, i 233 

Thirdly, Ediſcriminate an Intelleftion Adequate; from an In- 
relleRion Gradual, or conforme-to the ſlender capacity of man. 
For the Firſt, twere madneſs beyond the power of:Hellebor for 
any man to dream, that he could underſtand an. Infinite, Conce- 
pt adequato,by a'comprehenſion fully as large;and exaRly pro- 
portionate unto that Infinite; nay it may be a very hard queſtion, 
whether the armes of our underſtanding be long enough to com- 
. menſurate the full nature of any Fimte oh , though nere ſo 
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ſmall, by an Idea exaQily reſpondent, and equal in all points : 
for the other, every ſober man is able ro find within himſelf, that 
the wings of his mind are nor fo clipt, asthat ic cannot aſpire to 
the Gradual cognition of an Infinite, finita & ad modulum ba- * 
mani ingenii accommodiata 9. cor If any ſhall pervert this 
Diſtintion to to \finiſter a latitude, as to retort ; that when} 
confeſs my underfianding too ſhallow and dark ro comprehend 
an infinite, Concepts adequate, I doe atthe ſame timcimplicitely 
concede, that I can know no mare then a part of an infinite, and 
indecd the leaſt partwhich can be ſaid to carry the repreſentation 
of aniinfinice no.more then the efhgies of one fingle hairto repre- 
ſeritthe whole body ofa man ; 1thall ſmoothly rejoyne, that to 
affirme, thatif we tully comprehend any thing, thar thing muſt be 
infinite, is a plain and obvious contradiRion iz rerming ; fince 
the Idea of an infinite, if true, cannot be comprehended, /ncom- 
prebenſebility being the formal attribute of an infinite ; and yet 
- Neyerthelels it is evident, that the Idea, which we baye of anin- 
finite, doth reſemble not only ſome one particular part , 
bur -eyen really and truly the whole thereof , eo modo, quo re- 
preſentari debet per humanam id-9m, though doubtleſs a 
fat more accurate and diſtin&, (3. e. ) perfe&t Idea may be allow- 
ed to. be 'in the more luminous = clear incelle&- of God, of 
Angels, or other natures more intelligent then man. Thus we 
doubtnor, buta Clown, who never heard of Exclid, or kearned 
one Axiomein Geometry, may notwithſtanding have in his mind 
the Idca ofa whole Triangle, I once inſtructed, thar a 
Triangle is a Fignre comprihended in three lines, though 
he Wa ignorant of many other :things , which a learned 
Geometrician knowes intelligible in that-Figure,, -and infatiate- 
- ſpeculates m the Idea thereof ': for, as to underſtand a 
e included in thtee lines, is fufficient to acquire 'the 
of a whole Triangſe ; 1o alſo to underfand a thing ndr 
To be comprehended or 'tenminated by any firnits or :ends, 
3s ſufficienc to the acquiſition:of a true and entixe Idea of the 


This 
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This Idea you have-of God, is no more then Ens ravioms, a Article 2, 
meer figment, or Chimzra, that hath no exiſtcnce at all burm ©6jett.2. 
your intelle& ; and therefore hath no more of perfeQion, or Thar the Idea 
reality objeCtive then your own mind that framed it, von _ 

Ens rations hath a double Ggnification ; ( x.) it imports a j60t? 50 
meer abſtrated Notion, devoid of all reality, or a pure Now= mind of man, 
emrity ; ( 2. ) it ſignifies every operation of the #nrelleft, or, more is a meer Ens 
plainly, Ems a ratione profeFiamn: in which acceptation, the whole 74719755 and the 
World may be propetly Ryled Ems rations divine, or an entity Solnr. 
created by a ſimple and pure at of the divine intelle&. Now in 
this laſt ſenſe only canT allow that tranſcendent Tdea of God to 
be En. rationts, a clear and diſtin& repreſemation of the moſt 
perfect Being, engraven by his own finger upon my underftanding: 
and to that unprevaricate judgment, that ſhall maturdy Fe 
the contents, and logical connexion of our precedent meditatie: 
it will plainly appear, that weintend ſuch a Perfe1oy, of reality 
objefive in this 1dea, which ( no leſs therrthat Ayrifice objetive, = 
which1s in the Idea of any engine moſt ingeniouſly fabticated ) 
requites x Cauſe, wherein all that is really and formally contained, 
whichis incladed in the Idea only objectively, and at ſecond hand, 
or by reflexion. 


Though we grant your Theſis, that this Idea hathmore'of Article 3. 
Perfeftion, or objeftive reality, then your Aſind: yer cannot Objebt. 3. 
your Aſſumption ftand, that therefore your ind cannot be the Thar an effi 
Anthor of this Idea ; fincean Effef may have a degree of Pey- may bave more 
feftion, or reality, -which neither is, nor ever wavinthe Canfe of _ _ 
thereof, Toiftance, eormon- obferyation teacheth, that Flies, ks Cauſe : 
Frogs, &c. infeRs,asalſo Termme-Plants are gerterated by the Stn, and the 
rain, and eatth mutually cooperating by = kind of ſeminal con- 
fermentation, of fertile putrefattion; and'yet in neither of thoſe 
cauſes will any mah allow'ſo-higha Perfrttion, as that 6f YVirali- 
ty : Erpo, &7, | | E — 

My Inference 8 founded onthe rock of reaſon, and therefate Solur, 
roo impregaableto-bedanidlifhed by fofeebteat .'For 6: 

t.isindabgace,rharthete cit be 0 Per felon in wing 
| E:2 | | voyd 
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yoyd of reaſon, which is not alſo in bodies deyoyd of Anima- 
20x ;.orif there. werey that Perfettion mult be' extradvenient, or 
derived unto them from ſome torreign principle : nor arethe Sun, 
rain, and earch the Alequate Cauſes of Inſefts, or Animals 


whoſe produ2:ijon is ſpontaneous and without other ſeminalirie, 


then that avalogous iperme of corruption ; and it ſounds diſcor- ' 


dant in the harmonious ears of logick for any man, only becauſe 
he is ignorant of any other Caule that may conduce. to the gene- 
racion of aninſeR, ( 5. e. ) hath ſo many degrees of perfeCtion, as 
as an Inſe& hath, therefore to ſtagger the truth of an Axioine ra- 
tified by the Light of Nature, For, Ynod mil fit ineffetta, 
qxod non vel ſimili, vel eminentiori aliquo modo preextiterit in 
caula, isa Firſt notion, at which no man can quarel, but he mult 
implicitely abjure his own reaſon : nor doth che ancient and 
vulgar maxime, 4 nihilo nibil fieri, differ from it, but only in 
tcrminis ; becaule if it be conceded, that any thing is found in the 
effet, which cannor be found in its cauſe, it muſt alſo be conceded, 
that this ſomething was made by nothing ; nor am I convinced 
why nothing may not be the cauſe of ſomething, but only. trom 
this evidence to the contrary, that in ſuch a cauſe there would not 
be the ſame, nor any thivg equivalenc unto that, which is in the 
effet. Secondly , thatmy Mind cannot be the Efficient cauſe 
of this tranſcendent 74a, needs neither declarement, nor ſupport, 
other then this' canonical poſition; that whatſoever reality or 
perfeition 1s oaly objettively in our 1 deas,mmnſt be eith:r formally, 
or at leaſt eminently in their prototypes, or origiaals: and upon 
this one pin hangs all the certification, or aflurance, that any man 
can have of the real exiſtence of any other thing in the world ( the 
ſupreme? Being only excepted: ) belides-himſelf; for from whar 
' hint could we have ſuſpeRed:, that tuch or tuch .things are 
_ exiſtent, without the orb of our own nature, but- only from this : 


that their Idea, or repreſentations have been conveyed into our | 


minds, by the organs of our ſenſes? And that we have a certain 
Idea, or umbrage of the moſt potent and moſt perfeR Being ; as 
alſo, that the. Realiry objeive of this Idea is ſo excellent, as thar 


it cannot be diſcoyered to be. in us eicher Formally, or Eminently : 


will be ſo clear, ſerene, and orthodox a truth, as to be ſworne.rs 
by 


—— 
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by any, who with thoughts ſufficiently conſtant and attentive (for 
it is a chief Poſtrc/ate, or requiſite condition on the behalfe of any 
nan, that intends his own fatisfaRtion in this abſtruſe parcicular, 
»t diu multamque im natura Entis ſumme perſetti contemplanda 
immorerir } (hall be pleaſed ro confort their meditations with 
mine upon this excellent and moſt neceffary ſu>jeet. For tis nor 
in the power of my pen to obtrude that notion upon any man, 
the admiſſion and retention whereof unmediaccly depcnd upon 
his own ccgitation; I mean an aflurance of the ccirt;tude of this 
demonſtration, when he is reſolved not to be divorced from that 
uncomely grandmother of Error,  Prejadice ; nor to open the. 
ears of his beleif to the moſt prevalent charms of argument, or 


taſte thoſe limpid ſtreams, which low from the fount of all our 
knowledge, the Light of Nature, 


Whereas, upon a profound and calme conſideration of all,and 
each of thoſe Atttibutes enumcrared in your delcription of that 
excellent }dca, which you pretend to have of God ; as that he is 
a ſubſtance,infinice,independent, ſuperlatively both intelligent and 
potent, by which your {elfand all the world was created, &c. we 
find it not demonſtratively neceſlary, that the Idea of tuch an 
Ens, wherein all thoſe perfe&tions are concentred and united, 
ſhould be implanted in your mind immediately by that Ens : we 
conclude that iemay be framed and compoſed of your ſeveral 
Colle ions from other external obje&s. To Cdeſcend to parcicu- 
Jars, ( 1. ) When by the word. Ged,you underſtand a Subſtance; 
Reaſon not any Idca,afſures you,that God doth exi/?: Suvſtaxce 
and Exiſtence keirg twins, that cannor live but con:oyned hand 
in hand. (2. ) Fromthe notion /xfinire, ( 5. e. ) ſomething thar 
you cannot comprehend nor imagine any limirs,or extremes there- 
in,ſo as that your thoughts can ever arrive at a Ne xl:ra:; there 
ariſcth unto your mind an ]dea not of an /nfinity divine ; tnc of 
the termination or circumſcription of your finitenature. ( 3.) 1x- 
dependent ſounds no more then this, that you cannot conceive, 
or imagine any cauſe or original of God : from whence tis mani- 
feſt, that from the terme Independent, you can colle& no other 
Idea, but the memory of your own Ideas, which had their ſeveral 
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Article 4. 

Objett. 4. 
That the ex- 
iſtence of (ſuch 
an exccllent 
Idea, as hath 
been d« ſcribed 
of the Divine 
Nature, doth - 
not neceſſitate 
the exiſtence 
of an Entiiy, in 
all points rc- 
ſ{pondent, or 
ſuperior therec- 
ro : becauſe of 
the poſlible 
compoling 
234A Idea, 
our of our col> 
le&ions from 
ſenſible objedts :. 
and che ample 
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otiginations at ſuch and ſuch times, and therefore are dependent 
Wherefore, ro ſay that God is independent,is nothing more then 
that God is in the number of thole things, of which you can 
imagineno original, or Cauſe: as alſo, to ſay that God is 
infinire, is all one, in the import, with this, that God is in the 
catalogue of thoſe things, wherein your thoughts can diſcover no 
end, limitation, or circumſcription. And thus every Idea of God 
is excluded ; for what Tdea can there be, without either original, 
or termination? ( 4.') Szper/atively Intelligent ; here we de- 
fire ro be informed, by what kind of Idea you underſtand the 
Intelleftion of God > (5. ) oft potent ; here allo we require by 
what Idea you can underſtand potency, which imports things in 
faturo only, and therefore nor exiſtent ? undoubtedly we aſcend 
ro the Cognition of power, by the ſteps of Memory, and reflexion 
upon former aCtions, progreſſing by the condu& of Ratiocination, - 
thus ; thus he hath done, ergo he had power thus' to doe, ergo 
being till che ſame, he hath power to doethe like again in the fu- 
ture. Now all theſe ate Ideas, which may be extratted from ex- 
rernal obje&ts. ( 6: ) Creator of all things ; we can pourtray to 
our ſelyes a certain reſemblance of a Creation, by drawing the re= 
flexions of thoſe things we have ſeen with our eyes; as when'we 
imagine « man beginning and growing asit were from a point to 
that igureand magnitude; whichhe hath in his full ature 'or vi- 
rility : nor are we perſwaded that'ahy man cah haye other Idea 
then this, at the word Creator ; but yet that we can imagine the 
world to be created, is no_obliging argument to cove th ctea- 
tion. And therefore, thoubh it. had been demonſtrated by you, 
that ſomething Infinite, Independent, &c.. doth exiſt; yer could 
it be no genuine inference, that therefore 2 Crearor doth exif ; 
unleſs you ſhall adventure to 'undertake the juſtification of this 
argument ; ſomething is exiſtent, which we beleive tohaveetet- 
red'all things beſide it ſdf; 'crg6 the world was once eteated of 
rharſomething. In fine, whett' you affirme that the Tdea of God, 
aalfo of your own Soul,is i99pla#tare itrand congrrial toyour 
Eſſence, we deſite to be itiſtruted, 'whether the fouls of then, 
heh they fleep moſt profoundly aid withour 'dttamns , exerciſe 
theif faculty Of Gopiettins ; orrnore plainly, whether chey m_—_ 
| i 
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ifno, then at ſuch times they have no Ideas: and therefore no 


Idea can be innate, or congenial, for what .eyer is inzate, is al- 
ways preſent, | 
To the firſt part ofthis objefion T anſwer in general ; that no 
onc of thole Attributes, which belong to my Jdca of the /upreme 
Heeng, can poſſialy be deſumed from E xterna/ objetts, as froman 
original, or primitiye exemplar : becauſe in God we can find no- 
thing which holds any analogy, or {imilizude to thole things that 
arein Corporeal Entaries ; but whatſoeyer we conemplate in our 
Ideas that is difiimilar or diſpraportionate-ro corporeal natures, 
53a: mult procecd por from. them þys from the capje gf thar gi- 
verlity in our cqgitation. And here Idemand, how.any man can 
deduce the Idea of the Iztelefion of God from corporeal ob» 
jets? but what kipd of Idea I have thereof, I fully explain, 
when I-ſay, that by an Idea I intimate all that, which «the forme 
of any perception: and who.js there, that doth not pexceive { the 
Philoſopher calls.ir a reflex 46t of the intellect ) that he doth un- 
derſtand the nature of this or that obje&, uponayhich his aagita- 
tions is aGting ; and by conſequence, who hath not an-Idea of his 
own Intelleftion, which by indefinite extending of it, he forms 
toan Idea of the divine IntelleRion, and fo of al} other of his 
Attributes ? . 
To the 9+her part Ireturn, in breif ; that whereas I haye made 
uſe of the Idea of God, whichis unpreſled upon the mind of man, 
as an inviucible argument to demonſtrate the exiſtenec.of -Gog ; 
'and that in this Idea fo immenfe a Potency is included, that we 
may-underfiand ito be repugnant to reaſon, if God doth exilt, 
that anything befides him in the world ean-exiftunleſs-irbe crea- 
ted by him, and dependen; :uppn him: ic canpor butappears 
direc and jukt induRtion, that che whole 3yorld, or all-things ele 
which are in bging þefides (30d, wa created by him. Tounye 
the laſt knot concerning the eclip/e of this Idea of God, in ous 
mngrigh {opt om all our Facukies difappear,; it is xequized 
only that I advertiſerhe Reader, that when] affirnae that theres # 
certain Idea of God innate and congenial to us, I doc not means 
tharthis Idez is a/wgys bver/ant,or conflaridy;beld-forchio/the 
eyes of our mind ; for in thaticn{eno Jdea cambeineatct bur 


oply that we haye within us a certain Facwlty or Power iſtam 


am: 


Solut. 
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Article 5. 
Objett. 5. 
'T har the Idea 
conceived 

of God, is 
Capable of Aug - 
mentation and 
Aiminution : 
and the clear 


Solwut. 


ideam eliciendi, of extrafting it ; or that by the dignity of our 
Eflence,we are empower'd to ſpeculate that [mpreſs or Signature 
of the Deity, when we conyert our cogitarions attentiyely upon it. 


Though we ſhould applaud your ſwperſtruttare, that the Idea 
of God is not to be delumed from any other cauſe but himſelf ; 
yet can we not but ſuſpe&t rhe ſtability of .your Corner-ſtoxe, or 
capital rcalon thereof, viz. that nothing can be ſuperadaed unte, 
nothing detrafted from that Idea, And toward the ſubyerſion of 
ir, we need adterre no greater anengine, then our friendly advice, 
that you would confider how ſfmal a garden-plot of ſcience, well 
manured, may in procels of timebe cnlarged into a ſpacious cam- 
pania ; that tis not impoſſible for you to be informed, either by 
men more learned then your ſelf, or by the extraordinary revela- 
tion of Angels, or ſome other communication from other natures 
more intelligent then man, of many more perfections or Attri- 
butes in God, then you have hitherto diſcovered : that God him- 
ſelf may be pleaſed, by the irradiations of his facred Spirit, fo to 
illuminate your intelle& even in this life of ignorance, as to afford 
you a brighret reflex of his glories, and ſo augment your know- 
ledge of his excellencies : that your Soul, when ſhe ſhall hayethe 
dark curtain of fleſh withdrawn by the rough hand of death, and 
be adyanced to the Beatifical viſion ; ſhall know ſo much more 
of Divinity, then what you can apprehend now, that in compari- 
ſon thereof your preſent Idea of it, may well be accompted im- 
perte&, and therefore capa" le of addition : that in your infancy 
you perceived no ſuch Idea atall ; at leaſt it was notſo accurate 
and perfe&t as ar this day, when it hath received the acceſſes of 
your more learned ſpeculations : in ſhort, thar as you have not 
attained a full cognition of the perfeCtions of inferior eſſences, nor 
caneyer hope for it, at once, but muſt aſcend by the ſucceſſive 
oradations of new diſcoveries; 1o can you not acquire a full cog- 
nition of the Perfettions of the ſupreme Enx, at once, but may 
have your Idea of him made more and more perfect eyery day, 
by new additions. 6X 0'f | 

When you reprehend this tenent of mine, that the Idea of God 
engrayen on the mind of man, is uncapable either of Addition, 


The Exiſtence of God demonſtrated: 


or Subſtrattion,youſcem to haye no regard tothar Rule am | 
Philoſophers, E ſſentias rerum eſſe indivifibiles. For an Idex: 
repreſents. the Eſfence of a thing ; to which, if-oughtbe added, 
or from which, if ought beſubſtraſted, inftantly ic becomes the 
Idea of another thing. And by reaſon of their ignorance of this- 
truth, the Heathen, not conceiving aright of the tr«e God, fell in- 
rothe wofull deluſion of framing; to themſelyes the Ideas of falſe 
ones, and chiefly that of Pandora, in. mirres ixvurie Sduar i- 
y00T%5 por tScipnouy, in whom all the endowments, or excellen- 
cies.of all other gods were concentred. But when once we haye- 
conceived the Idea of the true: God, however more- and more- 
perfetions may be reyealed unto us, which were nor formerly 
knownto bein him, yet nevertheleſſe is notthe Idea, of: him 
therefore Augmented, but onely made- more diſtintt and ex- 
preſs : in regard all thoſe Accompliſhments ought to be compri- 
ied inthe ſame Idea firſt conceived, inſomuch as. it is ſuppoſed to 
have been rr#e fromthe very firſt conception. Thus the of a 
Triangle receives no inlargement, when ſeveralbproprieties are 
diſcovered to be: therein, which were at firſt unknown. Nor is our / 

Idea of the-Divine: Nature formed by us.in parcels, or by ſenfible 

additions, out of the various perfe&tions or endowments of the 

Creatures, amaſled rogether,and multiplyed up to the rare of ſu- 

pernaturall : bu ſprings up to us in a moment, -perfe& and entires 

from this one root ; that we underſtand him to be a» infinite Enx, 

lo perfett as to be above all amplification, or acceſſe of more pers Article 6. 


feftions Many ſcruples, 
| concerning the 
Hitherto you haye well calmed atl thoſe tumults. of Doxbrs ,” nag 


which aroſe within us upon the Le&ure- of your Demonſtration: of the Idea im 
of the Exiftence of God :. but yer there remain ſome few, though: preſt ; as alſo 
conſiderable ſcruples, thefull and clear ſolution whereof is requi- concerning the 
red from you, before you can with reafon expe to bring us oyer |. 
ro your fide, | | Aheriry bes 
Ifthe Idea.of God be impreſt upon you, asa mark. or ſigna= tween the e(- 
ture ſer by an Artificer upon the work; of his hands 5 what is the _ of the 
Modus of that imprefſion?. What the Form of that mark? by: Tj ond that 


what means:can you diſcertt it ? ifs be noca thing diſtin from Cealert 
| —_ 
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che workitfelf, from-your rational Soxl;,or find; is your Soul 
thenthe kdea > isyour Afixd nought ele, :but Aſodrs copitands, 
2 certain manner of thinking ? can your-mind be both the /igna- 
ture impreſſed,” and the [ubjeftum impreſſionts, or matter upon 
which ic is impre*(t ? ; Credible- itis, ſay you, that you are made 
after the /imil/itzde of Godt True, by a religions Faith elemented 
in us by the 'dodtrine of Hnly Writz but how can'you make ic 
otit from Natural Reaſon, vnlefle you adventure to make God 
Hominiforme, liketoman ? And wherein can that ſmilitnde, or 
typical analogie confilt ? Dare you, being a grofle Corporeal 
Ens, poor deipicable Duft and Aſhes, pretume to reſemble your 
ſelf to that: Erernal,” Incorporeal, Immenſe, molt Perfett, moſt 
Glorious, and (what is of moftweightinthis particular) Inviſible 
and Incomprehen/ible Eſſence ? Haye you beheld him face to 
face ? Nay, with 4fo/cs inthe cleft of & rock, have you ſcen fo. 
much as his back parts ; ſo that you are able to-delcribe his a- 
ipe, and -make good the; Compariſon ? But you ayerre, that 
tiscredible for this: reaſon, 21a creqvir'; now we retort upon 
you, that tis therefore: incredible : ſince there is 'no neceſſity that 
the Work-ſhould be like ics Maker, unleflein the point of Gene- 
ration, where the Prodattion receives a communication of the 
ſame nature, that is-in the Prodatfor : but you were not Genera- 
red by:God, nor becaufe he was youyEfficient, can you ſafely in- 
ferxe; that therefore you are: participant of his Nature.; but you 
were onely created, tafhiened by him, according to the exemplar 
or Idea, which was in the Divine [ntelleft from all eternity. So 
it remains, that you haye no more juſtifiable pretence, to affirm 
thatyou.are like him; thenan Engine hathr tobe thought to bear 
the image of the Engineer, then a hoxſe hathto be: conceived like 
ro'the: Aſaſor, or Carpenter that built it. . ” x 

- Further, (not ro ſuperſede a.jot of your owniſenſe, which may 
conduce: to the itluftration. of your Pofitton)-you ſubjoyn, that 
you plainly perceive the ſimilirude twixt God and Mani, when 
you underſtand: your ſel ro bean' E ns incompleat, dependent up- 
an ſome ſuperiour Principle;: and mdefinitely afpiring to\gre ater 
and betterrthings: now:in our judgement, this'is an undeniable ar- - 
gument of a:yaſt; diſparity and. Diſcinviliende, lince God, onthe 
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contrary is moſt complete,moſt independent, moſt ſelf-ſaſſitie tiene, | 


as being Maximus '&+ Optimw.. In very ſooth, a Compariſon 
"rwixt Light and Darkneſs, *'ewixt Heaven and Hell , *ewixt 
Good and Emil, *ewixt a Spirit and a Body, 'twixt Something 
and Nothing, may be berter endured ; as importing infinitely 
leſs of Abſurdity, infinitely"lels of Impoſibility. In fine, it 
cannot ſound leſſe then a Miracle, that other men ſhould 'not un- 
derftand the fame that you doe, and chiefly when thereis no rea- 
ſon alleadged, why we may not beleiye, that God hath impreſſed 
* the Effigies of his Efſence upon others, as well as upon you, We 
profeſs, this one argument convincerh us, that the Idea of God is 
not impreſt upon the mind of man, immediately by himſelf, as a 
fegnatare, or Characteriſm to confeſle our Creation ; viz. thar 
if tt were , the /mpreſs would be one and the ſame inall men; that 
all men would then conceive God under the ſame Formand Idea; 
would allow him the ſame Attributes ; would hayethe fame 
thoughts of him in all points. Bur that all Nations, Ages, Reli- 
gions, nay and Perſons haye had various and diſtin Ideas of the 
Divine Nature : is ſo manifeſt upon the oath of Experience, that 
we may well here befilent, as to any other atteſtation, 


When you require me to proye, that the Idea of God is im- 
pteſt upon- the mind of man, as a Aſark or Signature ſer by the 
Maker upon the Work of his hands ; and what is the Manner of 
that Impreſſion; or what the Forms of that Mark: I appeal to 
the deciſion of any ſober Arbiter , whether it be not the ſame 
thing, as if ,when 1 had ſurveyed an excellent P5Fwre, and depre» 
hended fo much rare art and” exquiſite skill therein, that Tcould 
not judge it' to be drawn by any hand but that incomparable one 
of Apelles ; Tſhould affirm that this inimirabl? Artifice, or pey- 
fettion never to be paralleled, was a'certain Mark, or note of 
Diftinton, ſet by Apeltesto all his pieces, whereby they may be 
diſcerned/ fron the rader dranghits ' of other pencils * and” you 
ſhonld notwithſtanding preſs: me ro ell you , what's the Form 
efthar Mark, or Manhter of thar Signal 7 Dodbteks fach's Que- 
ſtion deſeryes no other anſwer but a fmile.” © * EO 
Again, to purſue the ſame adequate Simile; put the cafe, m_ 
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- tribures of God arc-in lim. Atvually ;, but wanting a xyord-more 


I Thoddavenc alas the Gogulec Aer, gud warivald ckill, where- 


by as an. infallible, lign, the Piftures of Apelles axe diſtin& from 
the courſer paintitgs of all others in the World ; is nothing real- 
ly diſtin& from the Pictures themſelves ; and that you ſhould ca- 
vill ac my aflertion,, and by irregular.Logick inferse, that there- 
fore-thole Pires are nought elfe but the Axrifice or Skill, man 
abſtratted acception,.and io are .compoled-of no.matter : Erge 
they are onely og: pingendi, certain manners of painting, &c. 
"Would nor your argument be equally. both as juſt and acute, as 


-when you ſhall.chus rcaſon.; If there be no diſtintion between 


the Idea of God evgrayen on your 43»d,and your-mind the /#b- 
ject, ot reciprent of this engrayvement; then is your Mind the Idea, 


-and your ſelf nothing but | {ods cogitandi, then are you both 
. the Mark imprelt, and the /wbjecr of the Impreſſion ? I profels 
 fincerdly, after a due-perpenſion., I cannot determine, which of 


the, two [ndKctions.carrics the greater-weight in the impartial ba- 
lance of right reaſon ſure. I. am, that the Analogieands fair and 


 eyeninall points, 


Nor can your Contradiction of that:yetuſt and je" FR ack 


:lick Article, Hominem eſſe Dei C haragma, *that man is made af- 


ter the Image of God, founded upon a colle&ion. of thoſe yarious 
particulars, whereby the Humane Nature is diſcrepant-from the 
Divine, be found more DialeRicall, or perſwaſory, then this fee-. 
ble, becauſe prepoſterous. Enurciation. It any Picture drawn 


.by Apelies did eyer exaQtly reſemble -4lexander, then was A- 


lexander in all. parts exactly Jike that Pifture : .but the Piture 
was made up of ſeyerall- different ingredients or materials, as di- 
vers Colours, oyle, wood, yerniſh,.&c. and Alexander compo- 
{ed ofskin, fleſh, bones, hair, &c. Ergo, no pifture.waseverlike 
Alexander, the.Diſparity berween his nature; and the nature of a 
Picture, being fo great, as never to beeconciled in a full analogie. 


For every temperate brain knows full wal, that it is not-required 


to the Formality of an Image, or Poartracture; to be the ſame in 
all points with the Antitype, or Original; bur onely that.ir reſem- 


"ble in/owe :-and:we. all ſubmit to this ManifeR, that that-moſt 


perfeBt Faculty (fo 1 ſpeak as not being ignoranc, thar all the 45- 


fig- 
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an by God, with the ca pO ann of a Maſon, 
arent ; ſince no pre- 


-militude, which I underſtood to be berwixt Divinity ,and Hu- 
narit); with deſign to preyent_ bath miſapprebenſion._ and pe 
*Þ 3 da, 
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dal , | to both which, otherwiſe I had ſome reaſon to conceive my 
ſelf obnoxious, Finally, whereas you make it no {cls then a won- 
der, why all men in general ſhould not underftand the ſame At- 
tributesin God, that I doe ;. ſince if the Idea of his Divinity be 
impreſt univerſally and equally, 'upon the Minds of men, every 
one hath as great a privilege, by the Charter ofhis Effence, to 
ſpeculate the fame, asmy ielf : in ſober truth y6u m1y wich equal 
reaſon wonder, that fince all men know the Idea ofa Triangle', 
why all men doe not yet perceive as many Proprieties and Per- 
feftions in that figure, as learned Geometricians doe; and why 
lome reaſon truly, others falſly upon that Idea, 
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CHAP. 1. - 

That God created the world ex nitylo, 
proved by 4:guan ents Apodithical. 


Suncr,. I. 


ADP bg He Exiſtence of God being amply Demonſtrated, 
a CEP "tis a natural conſequence, that the whole World, Article x. 
© 2nd all things exiſtent. therein befides himſelf, were. The infepara- 
* Created by him, For thoſe Attributes, Omnipe- 
Eos nc, Omniſcience, and Independence, which are. of God.and 
particularly, and in affociation required to that .great ARtof Creator. 
Creation, are all (together with all other Perfeions, thatlie in 
the ken of mans Cogiration) compriſed under the Idea, which we: 
hold of his Eſſence. Norcan any man deny, that every fingle En-. 
tity in the vaſt ark of the Univerſe, was created by, and holds its 
exiſtence by ence upon. Gad ;! unlels he ſhall have firſt de- 
nyed, that God doth exiſt ; which our precedent Demonſtration 
hath made appear to'be impoſſible. For at the ſame time hede- 
nies, that God doth exiſt, he,unayoidably peg Kates himiſclf 
into an Abſurdity, implicitely. denying; that himlelſf' doth exift : 
which his very act of denyal contradicts; . fince,. had heno exi- 
ſence, . he could not deny ; all men; embracing that Axiome, artcten. 
Non-entis non [unt Alhus. expe 1 


Upon -afcriousperpenſion of the irreſuſtible preſſure/ or: weight inclined the 
of this plaitr and genuine! Ixferenge,, once reſolved: tor ſaper- peg. 
ſede all other Arguments of the: Creation of -the :#Forid ont .omprobation 
of nothing, by the ſole and immnudiate Goodneſſe , Wiſdome, and of the tilt 6 

© OR :Power Bile of rl 
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hott === Tha God created the world ex nihilo, 


—— 


ftian breed 3 o- Power of the Supreme, becaule moſt perfef# Being ; eſpecllialy 
. gether with a whenT converted my thoughts! upon the almoſt Catholick be- 
_—_— teif of this truth, eyery man, atleaſt, every Chriſtian, receiving. 
chr kclen neg and renainting,it as-an Article of Faith : burwhen my ſecond and: 
deluſion, that more adviled meditations had whiſpered me, that moſt heads art 
the Univerſe fo indurate by the froſt of ignorance , as notto feel the ſoft 
was autoftbo- touches of a Collaterall and enthymematicall Demonſtration: as 
newer ms 05%” alſo, thatiny proper buſineſs was to evince by the teſtimony of 
liru&ed meerly meer Reaſon, what is commonly emraced upon.the ſingle aucto- 
by Chance. rity of Moſes pen : I could not but conceive it Oy; in order 
to the plenary confutation of that as impious, as ridiculous Error. 
of ſome antient Natwraliſts, that the World was made by Chance, 
or Fortune ; to endeyour” the probation of the ſame, by othec 
more dirett and expreſs means of -perſwaſion, deduced from the 
Magna Charta of all temporal knowledge,the Light of Natwre. 
Now that I may perform this, with that exaGneſs, and fatisfaRti- 
- on, whichisdueto ſoexcellent a ſubje& ; I am neceſſitated tobe- 
ſpeak my Readers Patience to endure'the recital, explanation , 
and examen of thoſe ſpecious reaſons, which deluded the uncir- 
cumſpe&t and eafic judgements of thoſe unhappy Pagans, who 
fitting in the Philoſophers chair, either founded, or ſupported, or 
repaired that dereſtable opinion, that Fortune was the Author 
and Architeth of this admirable fabrick the Univerſe, 


Ea 3. Epicurus (for him have I fingled out, as the moſt notorious 
of a ra Patron, though not the Father of this execrable deluſion ; fince 
Lexcippus, Epj= the moniments- of time affurethe invention hereof upon his great 
earn Democri> Maſter, Lencippus) _m_ great with a monſtrous deſign to ex- 
tus, Ec. de- pungethoſe CharaRters of Piery and reverence towards the De s 
Ecine. s he | whichthe obſeryation of prodigious Meteors; of frequent Ectiples 
Vous refale ) of the two great Lamps of heaven, of Thunder, and Coruſcati- 
from a Chaos vf ons, of Earthquakes, ofthe regular and conſtant motions of the 
Alioms. ,  . Sphears, &c. had impreſſed _ the minds of men; as alſoto e- 
- -- radicate:all conceit of the ſo-much ralkt of Compenſation of 
yoann evil ations after death” openly breaks forth into the in- 

folent aſſertion of thele three horrid poſitions; (1) Qued men- 

dw non ſit 4 Deo conſtiturns, that the World was not conſtituted 

wi by 
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by God ; (2.) 2uod mundus a Deo non gubernetar , that the 
World was not governed by God; (3.) Quod animus noſter 
non ſuperſit a funere, that the ſoul of man doth not ſuryive the 


funeral of his body. The Firſt he eflayes to declare thus ; Exi- 


&« ſtimare oportet munaos, uti & finitam omnem concretionen in 
c« immenſo inani fattam, quidpiam ſimile cum its, quas paſſim 
« obſervamns, habentem, ortum ex infinita rerum univerſitare 
« habuiſſe; & alios quidem majores, alios minores, per proprios 
« quoſdam Atomoruam quaſs Vortices (Sv5egqus) ſeu convolutio- 
« nes, ſeorſim procreatos, &c. (in Epiſt. ad Herodotum apnd Di- 
open, Laert, lib. 10.) The ſubſtance of all which, and much 
moreto the ſame intent, may be rendred more plainly thus, That 
" the Celeſtiall orbs, and all their radiant Furniturethe Rars, are 
-wheeld about, by a conſtant and eyen circumgyration; that they 
veer perpetually.towards that point of the World , unto which 
they firſt inclin'd, and never change either the way, or tenor of 
their Circumyolutions; that they obſerve the ſame diſtance each 
from other, which they obtained at the inſtant of their Formari- 
on, nor fink down upon,and fo crowd or enterfeire each the other; 


that the Eclipſes of the two great Luminaries neceflarily ſucceed 
upon the conjun&ion of the tame Cauſes, in our days, as in the 


infancy of Nature, and may therefore with ſo much facility, as 
certainty, be prognoſticated and predicted by the rules of Aſ#ro- 
zomy ; in brief, that ſuch and ſuch determinate effeRs ariſe from 
the Concurrenee and coefficiencies of ſuch and ſuch particular 
Cauſes, 8c. all theſe we are not to referre to any other Principle, 
or Efficient, but that Fortune, whereby they were ſoand ſo diſ- 
poſed in the firſt Caſnal Emergency of the World ; nor are thoſe 
conſtant and ſetled operations produced by any other neceſſity ,, 
chen what fell to their Efficients, at the primitiye ſegregation, con- 
courſe, diſpoſition, coadunation of thoſe Aremr, whereof their 
bodies are compaQed, That before the conſtitution of the Uni- 
yerſe, there was an infinite Chaos of Atoms, of various figures 
and magnitudes, in an infinite ſpace, floating hither and thither , 
hurried up and down, on all ſides crowding, impelling, and juſt- 
ling each other, by reaſon of the. Tendency reſulting from their 
own innate Grayity, That after a long, long afflux, reflux, con- 


flux 
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flux, cleyation, depreſſion, coagmentation. and other various and 
ſucceſſive agitations and molitions of -theſe Aroms, when each or- 
der had chanced to confront and meet with others moſt conſimi- 
lar and convenient; - then at laſt they all conſpired, acquielced , 
and fixed in this regular poſition and fituation, which conſtitutes 
the Forme of the Univerſe; as Lacretins (who was deplorably 
infeted with this accurſt contagion of Epicxras; hath bricfly ex- 
prelt it -. ; 


One quia mnulta modus multis vexata per omne 
Ex infimro vexantur percita plagis, 

Ommne genus morns, & carus experiuna,. 
Tandem deveninnt in tales diſþoſituras, 

Dnalibus hc rebu conſiſt it. ſumma creata, &c.. 


The Worlds Xarerials having firſt been toſt, 
An infinite Time, within an infinite Roome, 
From this to that uncircumſcribed coaſt, 

And made by their own Texdency to roame - 
In various Moriors ; did at laſt quieſce 

In theſe Poſitions, whichthey now poſſeſs. 


That upon. the Diacriſis, or ſegregation of heterogeneal Atoms;- 
facceeding upon a circumyolution, gyration, or vertiginous edd 
of them, in the confufton of their erernal Chaos ; the more as | 
and ponderous tended towards the Ceyrer, or downwards, and 
in their defcent expreſted the more gracile and lighter, and impel- 
ted them upwards, which convening all together in the circum- 
ference of the immenſe yortex, wedged in each other into the form 
of an inte At or cortex, calked Calum or heaven ; but the 
more orofs and weighty, crowding to the centrals, were there 
compaQted and coagmentated into.a ſolid maſs the Earth : and 
the remaining matrer- of a midle nature, upon the concurſe of its 
infenfible particles affumed to it ſelf the form of a Humid ſub= 
ftance, and/partthereof beg afterward circumagitated unceſſanc- 
Ty, atd ſo beth tornated and calefadted, was graduated into. many 
orhs of L;ehr, the Sar, Ateon and. Stars : the tefidue being re- 


ſer- - 
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ſerved for the compaction of other bodies; &c. And this, if my. 


memory hath proved a faithtull Steward of my readings, is the 
marrow of Leucippms, Empedocles, Epicurns, and Democritus 
their doctrine concerning the ſpontaneous contigmation of the 
Univerſe. | | 


Tis proverbial amongſt Scholars, and long lince applyed by an 
Author of good repute ( Aneponymus, in lib, de [nbſtant, phy- 
. fc.) ro this particular Cale ; Nullam eſſe tam fal/ am opinionem, 

x nou habeat aliquid veri admiſtum; (ed tamen illud admiſtione 
cnjuſdam falſi 1bſcurari © that no opinion hath ſo much of fall- 
hood, as not to contain ſome {prinkling of truth ; though that 
ſpark of truth be fo obſcured by the clond of prejudice ariling 
from the difcoyery of the falfiry admixr, that it may require the 
ſubrile and deciſive judgement of an Oedipus for its diſcernment 
and fequeſtration. And im this heap of are/s lies raked up ſs 
much pure and rich meral, as, if by the chymiſtry of an induſtri- 
ous hand extraſted, may more then fully compenſate the pati- 
ent LeQure of a ſhort Digreſſion. 

In this old Romance of the fpontancous reſult 'of the World 
from'a Caſual ſegregation and diſpoſition of that Abyſle of A- 
roms, which rowled up and down, to and fro, by an impetizous 
and continual inquietude, eftuation, or civil war, cauſed by their 
ingenite propenſity to motion, in the range of the infiniteſpace ; 
ſome things ſound ſo harſh and diſcordant to meer Reaſon, 2s 
they are juſtly to be abominated ; others carry the ſmooth face of 
fo much Veriſimility, as they deferye ro be admirted, at leaſt dili- 
gently and impartially examined, The Pofirions we are toi rejedt, 
arethefe;(1.) that the Chaos of Atoms was non-principiate, or as 
antient as Eternity : (2.) that they were not created! ax #ihilo, ab 
aliqua beata ſimul ac immortali Canſa, by God : (3.)tharthey 
were not becalmd, ſeparated, ranged, and difpoſedinto their pro- 
per tations, in that ſerene order and figure, which they are now 
of inevitable neceflity bound to obferye, in every fingle concreti- 
on, or individual Entity, by the arrifice of any other Caſe, buc 
the blind' Ordination, of improvidene' difpofure of Forraxe.: All 
which ſmells ſo firong of the Fable,and firikes the noſerhrills as wel 
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of 


Article 4. 
A Digreſſioz , 
winnowing the 
Chafte from 
the Wheat con- 
cealed in the 
former theory 
of Epicurus, & 
by the corolla- 
ry of ſome ca- 
ſigarions, re- 
{tritions and 
additions, de- 
claring the 
great advants- 
ges, that this 
Hypotheſis of 
Atoms bath be- 
yond any other 
concerning the 
Material Prin- 
Ciple of all Bo- 
dies, as yet ex> 
cogirated, 
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of the meer Naturalman, as the Pious,with fuch infectious Rench, 
that nothing but the opportunity of confutation can excuſe my 
coming ſo neer it. And yet notwithſtanding , I have neyer yet 
found out any. juflifiable ground , why Aroms may not be repu- 
red Mundi materies, the Material Principle of the Univerle, pro- 
vided that we- allow, that God created that firſt Matter out of 
Nothing ; that his Wiſdcme modelled and eaſt them into that ex- 
cellent compoſure.or figure, which the viſible World now holds; 
2nd that eyerfince, by reaſon of the impullion of their native Tex- 


dency; or primitive :mpreſſion, they frictly conform to the laws. 


of his beneplacnits, and punttually execute thoſe ſeveral funRi- 
ons, which his almighty Fil then charged upon their determis 
nate and ſpecifical. Coxcretions. For, with the adyantage of 
theſe-reſtrictions, the Aroms of Epicurus have more of probabi- 
lity, and hold rational through moſt of thole operations, which 
occutr-to the curioſity.of the Philoſopher, with more familiarity 
to our conceptions, and leſs variation or apoſtaſie from the firſt 
Hypotheſis then the impoſſible Aſateria Prima of Ariſtotle , 
then the Subſtantial Principle of Plato, the Hyle of the Stoicks , 


or, indeed, then any other imaginable Preexiſtent in the immenſe - 


ſpace, And afteta mature confroming}, collation, and compa- 
rative perpenſion, of the moſt general conveniences and COngrui- 
ties of all ; we have found that, from the ground-work of Atoms, 
we are able to make out what is Aaterial, what Corporeal , 
what Great,: what Little, what Rare, Denſe, &c. but * a the 
others we-could neyer deduce the formal attributes of a body, or 
ſubſtance, while the original of all things is determined abfolutely 
deyoyd both of. 2uantity and Ynuality Anal, and amounts to 
no higher. a degree of: reality , then a- meer Privation;. which. a 
righteous enquiry will ſoon reduce to nothing; 

' Nor is thataftrighting. Difficulty in the Theory of Atoms,which 
the eye of every Pedantich Sophiſter firſt glances upon, at the ye- 
ry mention thereof , more then this ſhadow - of a ſcruple; viz, 
how ſo vaſt a mals, as this Giant the Uniyerſe, could be made up 


of ſuch minure parcicles,, as Atoms, which .eyery man underſtands 


to.be much below-che perception of ſenſe, and neyer to- be facho= 
raced butby the ſubtile atms of che IntelleR? For. I dare catruſt the 


ſo-- 


0 —— — ——— 
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| cording to the yulgarly receive 
of thole granules be determined fo exiguous,that one grain of Po- - 
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ſolution of it to any-moderate judgement, that ſhall take the plea- 
ſure to conceive this Analytick, Scale, or degradation of Magni= 
t#de. Letus grant the globe of Earth, which ſeems to contain 
moſt of corporeity, to be but one part of the Univerſe compoſed of 
many ſuch mafles congeſted,. and the law of conſequence will 
compell us to concede, that the globe ofthe carth may be coag- 
mentated of many imaller maſſes piled one upon another, or of 
mountains,-as Atlas, Cancaſus &c. cemented together ; that 
thoſe Mountains may-reſult from an aggregation of rocks, thoſe 


rocks from an accumulation of ſtoxes, thole . tones from a. con-. 
flux, and ferrumination of grains of ſad, that-/and froma leſſer. 


aſſembly of duſt, that dxſt from a minor colleRion of Aroms. 


This granted, let us have recourſe to that famous Demonſtration 


of the glorious Archimed (in Arey.) whereby it is evicted, that 


twenty five Cyphers, or Arithmerical notes ſet inſuccefliye order , 
100000 &c. doexhibite the full. number of thoſe - Granules of 
fand, which ſuffice to make up the vaſt butk of the World, ac- 

magnitude thereof, though each 


pie ſeed may contain ten thouſand ot them, . I lay, according to 
the Magnitude yulgarly received; tor if; with' Ariſtarchus: (whole 


opinion Copernicms,in the laſt age, revived) you ſhall goe higher, , 
and enlarge the extenſion of the world-: yet according, to the Al- 


gebra of Archimed, will no more then ſixty four Cyphers be re- 


quired to calculate the number of grains of ſand, of the ſame di- - 
menfions With the former, which equal the .almoſt incredible ya-- 


ſity of the Univerſe. Now,if you pleaſe to goe lower inthe quan- 


tiry of thoſe minute grains, and fink them down eyento the tenui- - 
ty of an Atom; imagine that each of thoſe {mall particles .is com - 
poſed of ten hundred thouſand Atoms, and adyance this number 
by pra 6. it into 64.,.and eyen then will. the number of thoſe - 

eexpreſt by no more then 70. . Lower yer, .if you think - 
your laſt diyiſron went not1o far as inſefti/ity, dichotomize thole - 
minute particles-each' into ten hundred millions; and then,. upon - 


particles 


a juſt Multiplication made, the number -proyenient ſhall not ex- 
ceed the reach of 76 Cyphers.. Nay drive the matter ſo tar, that 
your thoughts-may eyen: loſe themtelyes in che purſuic; and. you 


G3 ſhall: 
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ſhall fill deprehend how eably you may be fupplyed with Cy - 
phers enough to tulfill the number of all thoſe Aroms, which are 
neceſſary to the amaſsment of a bulk, equal to this of the World. 
There is yeta fourth incongruity in this doQrine of Epicurws , 
worthy our exploſion ; viz. That Atoms had, from all eterni- 
ty,a faculty of Motion, or impetuons tendency, inherent in them , 


and received wot the (ame from any forreign principle, or impreſ- 


ſion extradvenient. Bur yet can I meet with no impediment, that 
may hinder me from conceiving, that Atoms are perpetually a- 
ctive and moyeable, by theagitation of that internal rendency, or 
virtual imprefſion , which the Farher of Nature conferred upon 
them, in the firſt moment of their miraculons production ex nhi- 
lo. And truly, thus refined, the Hypotheſis of Atoms is leis guil- 
ty of: either inconyenience or incertitude, then aftly other concer- 
ning the frft material principle; nay, it hath thus much more of 


* congruity and fatisfa&tion then all the reft, thar ic ficly declares 


the radical Cauſe of all Motion, a&tivity or energic in ſecond 
Cauſes, or natures once removed from the Primms Moter,God : 
which can by no means be commonſtrated from any other ftuppo- 
fition, with the like conſtancy, correſpondence, and-perſpicuiry ; 
eſpecially if we look upon: that Form, which the Schools com- 
monly conclude on, as the main ſpring in all motion, or efficient 
of all aRivity. For whateyer of real Extity they allow to be 
therein, they defume from no other origine , but the ſimple and 
naked atrer: and yer, by unpardonable incircumſpection, or 
forgetfulneſs , they make that Matter abſolutely ia/e, and dewoid 
of all Motive or ative virtme. 

Nor did P/ato himſelf miſs this confideration, but ſeems to have 
held the lamp to poſterity, in this particular; for though he re- 
ſtrains not his notion to the word, Aroms, yer from his defcription 
ofan Exiguiry, Quam intelleftus, non ſenſus capiat, and from 


. the immediate ſubjunRion of De mwultitudine ilarum, deq; mo- 


tiombus, aliiſque facultatibus, congrunm prorſns erar Deum 
providere, quatenns natura neceſſitati obediens ultro obſecunda- 
ret, &c. (in Time) tis a lawful conjecture, that he pointed di- 
rely upon the ſenfe. Theſe ſhore Animadyerſions premiled , 
that we may as well ſupply the Defetts, as corre&&the Rong 
O 
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of this opinion of Epicuras ; ſuppoſe we, inſhorrt, that God in 
the firſt act of his Wiſdome and Power, out of the Tohu, or no- 
thing, created ſuch a proportionate congeries, or juſt maſs of A- 
toms, as was neceſlary to the conſtitution of the Univerte ; ſup- 
poſe we alſo, that all thoſe Atoms, in the inftant of their creation 
received immediately from God a taculty of /e/f-metion,and con- 
ſequently of concurring,crowding,juſtling, repelling, rehlition, ex- 
filition,and reciprocal complctence, concatenation reyinction, &c. 
according to the relpeRive preordination in the Divine Intellef : 
and then will all the ſubſequent operations of nature remain fo - 
clear and eafie, that a meer Ethnick by the guidance of thoſe two 
lamps, Seyſe and Ratiocination, may progre(s toa phyfical theo-- 
ry of them, and thereby falye all the Phenomena's with lets apo- 
ſtafie from firſt Principles propoſed, then by any other hypothe- - 
ſis yet excogitated. A meet Erhnick , I fay ; for we, who have | 
devolyed unto us the ineſtimable bleſſing of Moſes hiſtory of the - 
Creaticn, have far other thoughts of that method or order, where- 
inthe World was- founded, and finiſhed by God : but the pure | 
Natural man, who wants the illumination-of facred Writ, can : 

follow no other condu&, but what, by the light of nature, appears , 
moſt conſonant to truth. My Digreſſion 18 now ended, and I re- 
turne to the diſcharge of my Aſſumption, the redargution of ' 
thar blaſphemous opinion, which afcribes .the honour of the - 
Worlds compoſureto Fortwre. , 


S'zcr. Il. 
Atticle x; . 


- Nd firſt I _ co the Patron. of this error, thtmore toble The conceir of - 
'A Anfority of many antient and emittent Philoſophers ; who, ** Worlds - 
fortuitous pro- - 


though unhappily born and educated in the midnight of Paga- - "il 
niſm, had yet their intelfe&uals, fo ittadiared. by the refulgenc OD — 


Light of Nature, which _— Oy and affidnous Contem- - pollency even | 
plation always kept, like the V Fapouts, ſhining and uneclip- log - 


led by the Cintinerian foges of T7aditiorand Prejudice hit they 7979 0 © 
diſcoyered mote then a gtimps of Div#hiry inthe origital of the Ereed the Lon- - 
World. For . | T ha-: wraryvin-of .; 
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Thales Mileſins, being introduced by Diogenes Laerrius (ir 


Tbales Mileſius--ita ejuſdem) as rendring a reaſon, Cur mand fit pulcherrimus, 


of the extreme glory, comelineſs, and decency of the World, and 
exact lymmetry obſerved in all and every part thercof;niott wile- 
ly fers up his reſt, and filences all farther diſpute, in this full ſaluti- 
ON, Toinga 4p Ts ©ts , tis the Artifice of God, 


That Anaxagoras had found out the ſame truth, by his retro- 
grade tracing of nature up to her firſt head, or fountain ; can be 
obſcure to none, that ſhall doc his meditations ſo much right, as 
to.interpret his »#s, ens, or ſupreme Intelligence, to be the ſame 
with that, which we call God: for eyen our School/-men doe 1s 
much, frequently uſing thoſe appellatives, Summa Tntelligentia, 
and Dexs,indifferently and as Synonomas, 


. Of Pythagoras and Plato weneed no other record,then the fin- 
ole teſtimony of Timens Locrus, who, being a famous Pythago- 
rean, .and therefore prudently depited by Plato to deliyer his - 
own ſenſe, - in that golden Dialogue concerning Nature, (which 
in the Commentary of Marſilixs Ficinus, fignifies no more then 
Dzvinitatis inſtramentum) inmany paſſages of thedebate, or 
inveſtigation, . takes occafion to declare, Deam eſſe Parentem ac 
opificem mundi, Nor can it coſt the ſtudy of many houres to col- 
le&t from Plato's other inqueſt into Divinity called Parmenides 
(who alſo was a diſciple of Pythagoras) or De uno omnium prin- 
cipio, and the now mentioned deſcription of Nature, Timezs,con- 
ferred together ; that both Pythagoras and Plato ſhook hands in 
that opinion, that the world had its beginning , # xg-z xpoyoy, not 
inTme, in regard, as they conceived, it neyer had beginning , 
"ame xg" inivorey, but in Cogitation, 4.e.though it be Non-prin- 
cipiate, yet may our thoughts haye the licence to aſſume that 
there was ſome prxexiſtent matter, out oggavhich it was formed. 
| For they both apprehended ſo abſolute aAependence of the world 
.upon God ; that God being exiſtent inthe World, muſt of ne- 
ceſlity be reputed the Efficient thereof, inſomuch as the World 
' could hayeno other Cauſe of its Matter, DiſtinCtion, Diſpofition , 
| Beauty, 
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Beauty and ornament, And is not this the ſame, that our Do- 
. Rors now admit, while they defend, that the World might have 
been created by God, had his Wiſdome thought fit, from all E. 
ternity ; andit ſo, yet notwithſtanding he mult ill have been the 
Cauſe of it, in regard of that neceſſary dependence of the. World 
upon him, for if there were no God, there could be no World : 

1gl' F70y0,iny oy the ſame reaſon, as though we grant the. Sun to- 
_ gether with its light, or a Seal together with its. fignature , to haye 

cen from all Erernity;yert muſt we grant the Sun to be the Cauſe 
of his light, and the Seal to bethe Caule of its impreſſion. For they 
condeſcend to this, that an Effe& may be coxvous to its Cauſe ; 
and that, though the Cauſe be not prior T empore, it ſufficeth thar 
it be onely prier Natura, or Tj vos, which is the very expreſſi- 
on of Timens Locrms. However this may be diſputed , yer ſure 
] am, that as well theſe two Patriarchs of Leatning, as all theix 
SeRators and Interpreters were unanimous in this point, That 
God was Author of the Univerſe. 


What the Sroicks thoughts were, concerning this grand parti- 
cular; is publick, and cannot eſcape the cognizance of any, who 
have look*t into the lives of the Scholiarchs, or Heads of that nu- 
merous Se&, amply regiſtred by the even pen of Diogen, Laerr. 
orread C _ I De natnara _— = : e he ele- 

ntf onates Balbus fmartly and pro ly diſputing a- 
Ss TL leins and Epicurns; «Roa c remit An KAY. 
Reader, inayoidance of Profixicy. 


For the grand fgnicur of the Schools, Ari/Forle; truth. is, I 


cannot conceal, that when he maintains (in 8. Phyſic. & priori- 


bus deCelo) the Univerſe to be ingenitum, without origination, 
and contemns that'forementioned RinAion of Priority, Tz. gd- 
#1, & 19,78 ygovoy , As excogitated by Par gn and continued 
- Plato , rather $1Heougaies yay, for the convenience of Do 

Ine, then the intereft of Tr7«th : he is poſitive, that he could 
not admit the World to have had any Author at all;and therefore 
Simplicins (in fs reſs. 3.) chiding Philoponxs for da- 
ring to aſſert, that the' World had — origin and produQion ST 


Article 5. 
T he Stoicks. 


Article 6. 
Ariftotle. 


That God created the World cx nihilo, 


Gad, according tothe teflimony of doſes Chronicle, crics our 
that his dotrine was repugnant tothe Fundamentals of his ara» 
_ cle, Ariſt. and in lore forthighly derogatory to the majelty of 
the affipned P radwter ; fince it tacitly rendred him ſubject to that 
imperfection, Antebrility, which is incampatible with the con- 
Rane ſimplicity of an Eflenceſufficiendy accompliſht for ſo migh- 
ty an ation, andimplics that he was not the ſame from all E- 
T6 para para er wg ganas F-g 
bave I enough to1 ,that Arif}, grew wiler , 
Taki ew older, — reaſon ined brighter 
whenthac of his life burned dim; for in the latt exerciſe of his pen, = 
his book De munde, which molt Antiquarics conclude written in 
thecoſe of tvs fludics, (cap. 5. & 6.) he fingsa palingdia, and 
makes open profefiion, that the univerial harmony, conſonance , 
and pulckricude of. this great machine were amv 75 mim yam 
95,45 umiver /oram- Conditere : Confirming the verity of that 
pious Adage confeſt and pronounced by all men,3« ©47 me mls, 
All from God, That he hinted this from that oraculous Motto, 
farhered upon Zoreefter, that King and Magys of the anticnc Ba- 
&rians, and comemporany to Ninns and Senniramy, as Enſcbi- 
#s (lib. To. ae prep. Enangel: cap. 3.)accounts; Fattor, qui 
per ſe operans, fabrafectt mundam doth. not want itsſhare of 
probability , inforuch as the monuments of the Chaldean 
Learning were ranſackt by the Platenichs, and ſo came to the 
view of 4 r;ffotle, ts manifeſt as well from the circumſtance of 
Time, his lite falling not much - belowthe plunder of the Oriental 
Libraries,as fromthe Rhap/odies or Excerptions,which the Pyrha- 
gorears had made out of the relicts of Zoreaſter and Triſmayi. | 
_ tranlmicrc ey rg the — Plato and bis Schalars, 
frequendy thermupon their own wricings,a copious 
ferics of which-fentential ew ads be- 
quathed to-poſtericy -by the: of Ceſar Longing. But 
howarcr, Lam inclined to belcive rather, that bis ſecond thoughts, 


jave advanced Contemplatians on the exoellenc Von op 

of theefiruſture; dightod him to this recantation, aud enforced him 
te.coofcis, thac the brick ofcbewoarkd was tec fullof Wildame 
and Providence, to Tay" 
| igheft : 


proved by arguments 4 podifitical, 


Higheſt : for tis watrantable for mero conjeRture, that face he 
had his erudition, at leaſt his education, at the feet of P/ate, and 
ſo could not be ignorant of any Tradition of moment, which his 
Maſter knew ; had his judgement been imbued with that leſſon im 
his greener yeers, he could not well haye flifled is till immediate» 
ly before his death, eſpecially when the knowledge of this: great 
ruth might have preſeryed him from that ſwarm of Difficulties , 
- Which he endured in maintainivg his Theſis of the Nox-produfti- 
ow, or Eternity of the World, There are, I confels, who iiffcly 
queſtion the propriety of legitimation- of this book, De Muude , 
owning it upon {ome yourger Compoſer ; who ambitious to have 
the Minerya of his own Ju; brain, long lived in eflimation,ga: 
it the glorious name of Arifterle, and under the defence of that - 
proſperous title, committed it to the encounter of Ceſare. 
To the ſatisfaRion of theſe, I ſhall alledge a place ortwo oof 
thoſe pieces, which have ever eſcaped — ge cre” of ſpurious ; 
whereby pw —_— ——_ ſo ratified, — — 
_ nn < ERrY: Yr IS ares 
Rupadity, who eS beleiverhe world to be once produced, and 
yet aſcribe the produRtion thereof to Fortune. —_— ef, Tank 
he, (4m 3» Phyfic. cap. 4.) admiratione afſerere iſtor, Animalia 
quillem & Plaxtas 4 Fortuna neque efſe, neque fiers, [ed uns na- 
tRram aut quandam menters, ant iam alamCanſanm he 
bere (viz, nonex cujuſurs ſtmine quiduis naſertrr, ſed ex hoc 
quidem olea, ex ille vero homo) celam autem, & que ſunt /enſo- 
biliam diviniſſima, ſponte nata fuiſſe, ure canſamuilam,qualew 
animalia planteque ſortiantur, babaiſſe. el} | 
« Tis well worthy our admiration, how thefemen candthem, 
« that Animals and Plants neither proceed from, nor can bemade 
« by Fortune; butmuſthaye cither Nature, or fome Intelligence 
«« or-ather efficient(for the ſerminalities of thmgsdo.notfly out in- 
« to promiſcuous and indifferent Generations , butevery diſtinct 
«« ſpecjes hath its ſeed reſtrained and. derermined to the proercati- 
« on of its like : nor can the fructifying principle of an Olive de- 
« yiate into the produRtion of a Vine; or the ſperm of man pro- 
« duce any thing but man) bur as for the Heayens, and other 
« peices of the world, which ſeem - farre greater alliance to Di- 
I vuwry : 


That God created th: worldex nihilo, 


« yinity : that theſe are ſpontaneous and caſual in their originals , 
« and have nat obtained any Efficient to-their Formations, equal 
__ « tothat'of Animals or Plants. And (i 1. de Anim. Part,c, 1.) 
he ſpeaks expreſfſely tothe ſame purpoſe, though in other words ; 
which, to prevent the further troubleof the Reader, T ſhall faith- 
fully tranſcribe; 2wamobrem verijimilics dixerins calum o& fa- 
trum eſſe ab ejuſmodi cauſa; fi fattum eſt ; & mags eſſe ob eam 
cauſam, quam Animalia -caduca atque mortalia ; ordo enim,cer- 
thſque ftatusdonge mag in ipfis rebus celeſtibus, quam in nobis 
pater;-incerta-enim, et inconſtans, fortuitaque conditio in gene= 
re mortals eſt potius, At illi genus Animalinm quodque natura 
conſtare, extitiſſeque cenſent; celum autens ipſum- Fortuna, 
ſpont que ejuſmodi conft itiſſe volunt ; in quo tamen nmihil ' Fortu= 
»e ac temeritatss deprehendi poteſt.. Again, Celins Rhodipinus 
(4b. 17; caps 34: page $14) reports of him, that, though during 
the greatelt part of his life he had aſcribed all effets ſolely to ſc- 
condary'and inferiour Cauſes, yet immediately before his death; 
when his ſoul began tobe weaned from ſenfibility , and feel - her 
wings, he moſt carneſtly implorcd rhe" A and forgive- 
nelle of the Firſt and. Supreme Canſe, Prime Canſe miſericordi= 
am intentius-implorabat, 8c, To rhefe I might haye annexed a 
third text of: Ari/fotle, ſele&ed by the Maſter of Roman Elo» 
quence, and adzquately engraffed into his ſecond diſcourſe De 
Natura Deoram :- but I conceived the two former to be teftimos 
_ ny ſufficient tothe abilicy of my aflertion, that he abhorred the 
abſurd uſurpation of Fortwne.. | 

Now ifthe meer Natural Explorator ſhall but perpend both 
the- Number and Dignity-of theſe. more venerable Profeſlors of 
Science, wholly abating the weight of their Reafons ;- I cannot 
-doubr.; bur he will- finde them infinitely to overbalance the ſingle 
Schoot of Epicxrus, and-of reputation great enough to excuſe 
the conformity - of his- judgement to theirs ;. if he look no higher 
thenthe point of Anttority.. 


proved by arguments A podittical. 


SBcr. III. 


FY 4. 
——_—_— 
hd — 


es. Boe h—_ 
weed et te 


Is no caſie-wonder, how any man, whoſe Facultics are not in 
diſorder, nor the Qeconomie of his head ſubyerted' into a 
Wildnels beyond the abſurdities of Melancholy aduſt, can be 


infatuated into a conceit, that 1o great, ſo unform, ſo dufable, fo 


ma . rounens therefore ſo gloriousa work,as this ofthe World,, 
CO 


.could be performed bythe lefle then feeble, and ignorant hands 
of Nothing, of Fortune. For haweyer itmay be allowed, that 
this imaginary Deity, may produce ſome effeRs extraordinary 
or miraculous : yet how pctite and inconſiderdble-are thoſe at- 
cheivements of Chance, if put inthe {cale againſt thoſe more ad- 
mirable performances of Reaſon and Wiſdome ? Suppole we, that 
Prodigies may ariſe from the unequal concurrence of diffimilar 
and diſproportionate Aives and Paſrives ; and Monſters be 
generated. by the caſual confuſion: of diftin&t ſeminalities, as well 
amongſt Animals, asPlants: yer how incomparably more pro- 
.digiousre thoſe ordinary. propagations in each C/aſſis ; which 
by the certain and invariable law of their peculiar ſpecies, are re- 
ſtrained to their determinate Forms, hoſe Conſtancy ex- 


The precext of .. 
Fortune dc» 
Kroyed, by the 
conſtancy of 
Nature in her 
M of ſpecifica=- 
tion, (7, c,) the 
refiraint and 
determination 
of the ſeminal = 
tics of Animals 
r0 the procrea» 
tion of their 
like in ſpecie * 
and the Athe=- 
iſts obje&ion, 
of frequent As 
nomalous and 
Heteroplaſmi-- 
cil,or mon- 


ſtrous Prodg- 


cludes all pretence of Fortune, or the accidental Efficiency of ions, difſol-- 


.Chance? Ileaye to thedecifion of eyery ſober man, which hach 
.moſt of the Miracle ;that the ſced of eyery Animal ſhould be con- 


fined to the procreation of its like i» ſpecie.,. for.che moſt part ;. 


and that the P/aſtich, Spirit thereof .punCtually, obſerye the mo- 
dell, or pattern of that Fabrick of OA 543 from xwhence it came: 
or that, upon a.prepoſterous commixture of various.and unequal 
ſeeds, once in an age;there ſhould ſucceed the production of ſome 


new Heteroclite, or unpatternd Monſter, whoſe Compoſition is- 


onely contingent, and difform to the Idea of either its-Aive, or 
Paſtive Principle, in the frmplicity. of their divided Figares. 
And arenot the exquiſite Delincations of every Embryor, woven 
-out by, the ſubtile fingers of. Archexs, or the Formative ſpirit ; 


H3 


the mulciplicity, difhnRtion, glaboration of organs Mn: 


ved. . 


That Ged created the world ex nihilo, 


and internal; the ſcyerall Funfons, and Offices aſſigned to thoſe 
organs, and fo artificially contrived, that every one is diſtintt , 
yet none independent ; eytty one ſingle, yet all conſpiring to the 
ſame end, all operative, yet none (per ſe) locomotive : are not 
theſe a przordinate effects, with innumerable others, the 
meaneſt whereof we cannot feriouſly think upen,without a rapture 
of amazement , more worthy our admiration,then a ſingle irreg «- 
larity, a ſpontaneous Monſter of Nilus, a bipartite Centanre, a 
prodigious ſnſefF, 8c. whoſe generations are accounted acciden- 
tal, and their configurations not pteotdained, but the inconfide- 
rate and extemporary reſults of Fortxye 2 Perhaps theſe Bupid I- 
dolarers of Chance will referre theſe conſtant and ſetled operati> 
ons to Nature ; but whateyer they mean by Nature, how im- 
menſe a lock of Wiſdem malt it neceſarily be endowed withall , 
which in all irs works ſo cunningly contrives fo great variety of 
organs, obſerves ſuch exa& Symtnetry in all parts,ſo providencly 
diſpoſeth every member, and fits them to the eafie execution of 
their predeftinare funions ? If they goe farther, and afficm, char 
Nature is nothing but the primirive Conſtitution of the World , 
which reſulted from the caſual ſeparation, conflux, and difpoſiti- 
on of its material principle, Atoms ; and that it dorh conſtantly 
perſiſt in the ſame Method, which it firſt obrained from Fortune: 
the anſwer is cafie, that though Nature be conſtant to that order, 

inall her produRiions, which the World obtained i irs firſt com- 
polure ; yer how ridiculouſly ftupid muft he be , who tan admir 
a ſerious perſiwafion, that the bodies of Animals, in the beginning 
could be ſo exquiſitely conftgurated by meer Charice, and with- 
out the diretion and indeed the defignement of an infinite /- 

deme; it whoſe eternal intelle& the procorypes of each ſpecies were 

firſt adumbrated ? Ler'them again, that every day affords 

examples of rhe skill of F , ih the production of Frogps , 

'Toads, Flies, and other ous Z»yſefs : and I ſhall ſoon 
retutn, that thoſe Inſe&ts or i | Animals have their 

Canfes certain, and by reaſon'of that encrgic once conferred up- 

on their E fficients, uſt arife to #himationin ſuch or ſach a #5- 

£ure , according to the magnitude, number, fituation, comple- 
xi0h, quict, motion, or, in a word, the Temperament of thoſe 

| parti 


C—_ 
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particles, ut of which their bodies are amaſſed ; and according - 


tothe activity of that domeſtick Hear, which fermentsand aRtu- 
atesthe matter : _— chat our debate is abour the original 
of N atwre it ſelf, and of that precile Virtxe radically implanted 


in the/ceds of things; or more emphatically, what hand inocula- 


ted that procreative power inceach ſeminality, and endowed it with 


a capacity requiſite to the conformation of bodies ſoadmirable in 


their ſtructure : if there were not {ome principle in the nonage of 
the Univerſe, whointuled that Prolifical os terule T inwure,ordai-- 
ned that ſcheme of members, and gays ic rules to-a& by ; from 


which it never fweryes, but upon 8 diſobedience and non=con-- 
formity of matter. If welooke no faxcher then the Cortex or Ex- 


teriors of Animals ; and there ſpeculated as well the amiable | 


comelineſs of their Figares inthe whole (for there is no zeal De- 


formity in Nature ) asthe geawerricel Analogie, or convenience 


berwixr the Aſembers and rhew Adtievs, cach bang relpeQively 
configurated tothe performance of 'its peculiar office : *rwere 
more then ſufficient to diſcover to us the impoſiibilicy of their pri- 
mitive inſtitution by Fortune. But when we a;{{e{t then, prie in- 
to their Extrals, and there ſurvey the almok infinite muljzude of 
non; and-ſubordinacte ; the yariecy of their uſes, ſome 
being offic1 


lto Nutrition, ſometo Vitality, ſoreto Genergti- 


o#1,,others to Sexe, athers to Locametian, none impeding the afti- 
vity of another, but all unenimaully confpuing to conleryethe | 
economy efthat Form, which, likethe main /pring inan Auto- 


maton , invigarates, 2nd atuates the whole:tabrick:: euher we 
muſt bid detapceto thechiet inducement. of belerf, aud drownthe 
loud clamors of our -Conſcience, or elle fall down, 


ixaniported 
withanecſtGe of piqus Wonder, andhbumbly confels, thac tbeſe- 
are the 1 ſe: of the infinite power and waſdowe of an anui- 


[cient, and anniposent Creator; -butnas the Contingencies, ar ie- 


dreſs, Fortune (cap. de exergm aneemdi.) his galden pen-drope this - 


rhetorical logick.; 1d quod ſtuporem generat, I interna 


eſt in corporibus Animalium. Nam fr foret quidem duntaxat 
maititude aliqua partium, forte fortuna commiſtarum, tum Fn | 
poſſer 


<—— 


> 0 ——— _—__ 


56 


——_. 


That God created theworld ex nihilo, 


— 


Article 2. 
The neceſliry 
of the Worlds 
Greation by an 
Agent infiniez 
in Science and 
Power,proclai- 
med by the 
conſtane Uni- 
form:cy of Na- 
eure,in her per- 
tuation of 


egetables, 


poſſer Fortune tribui : at in multitudine illa pene immmerabils 


 nullameſſe partem, non 'tantam, nou talem, nou ubi, non'quomo- 


do, non cum ea funttione, qua congruum- eſt, ut neque inutilis 
fit neque eſze commodior valeat : rationem prorſus omnem fugit, 
ut ita fieri non ſapientia, ſed Fortuna ſit conftitutum. 


Nor doe Animals atone, but Vegetables allo, though of an 
inferior Claſfis, amply and ſenſibly teftifie the D5viniry of their 
Fonnder, and-confute the Apotheoſis of Fortune, Thus, when the 
Aliment-of a Plant, being the aqueous irrigation of the earth in- 
ſenſibly proleed, aſcends from the loweſt filament of the ſhas- 
gy root up to the Tr#xck,, and thence works-up to the extremi- 
ties of eyery branch and twigge ; can we imagine, that this-thin , 
infipid juice can be fo inſpiffared, and ſo ingeniouſly moulded in- 
to-2 Bud ; that bud diſcriminated and variegated into a larger par- 
ticoloured Bloſrom ; that Bloflom gradually expanded into a de- 
terminate flower, which gratifies our eyes with the beauty of its 
embroidery, and our nofthrils with the Cn of its odour;that 
Flower loſt in the richer emergencie of a Fr#zt, which hath ics fi- 
ure, colour, magnitude, odour, ſapour, maturity, duration, all 
certain and conftant ; and the abridgement, or Epitome of this 
included in the ſeed of that fruit, whict being inſperſt upon the 
earth, is impregnate with a Faculty to expand it ſelf into a ſecond 
Plant, in all things riyall to the former, and empowered to at all 
thoſe ſeyeral Metamorphoſes over again, to a perpetuall rejuye- 
neſcence of that peculiar ſpecies : can we, I ſay, imagine, that 
all this could arife from a mm _ of Atoms, or that 
Neceſſity which enſued upon the caſual diſpofition of the F5rſ# 
matter ; and not rather with deyout hymns proclaim the Efficien- 
cy of a Glorious and Eternall Cauſe, whoſe Eſsence being incom- 

rehenſible, and Attributes infinite Intelligence , Goodneſle , 
ber, Beatitude, Glory, &c. muſt therefore be the Ordazner , 
Creater, and Conſecrator of all things ? 


— 


"Chap. *, | proved by arguments A podidFical, 
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| Letusfink our meditations yet one degree lower:on the ſcale of Article 3. 


Creatures, and conſider how conyincively even Inanimares argue 
for the wiſedom of their Aaker. Doth-not the Sxx ( to omit 
the ſpeculation of its glorious Light, and:comfortable Influence-; 
the | Agors whereof is fo excellent, the other ſo neceſflary, that 
they challenge as due the Admiration of all, and have drawn the 
Aaoration of many ingenious nations ) by three preyalent argu- 
ments. wiz. the Commedionſneſs of its ſituation, . Deſignment 


The Sun con- 
vincively dc- 
monſrates the - 
infinite wiſ- 
dom of itsCre- 
ator, by 3 Ar- 
guments: v73; 


of its motion, and the Line or tratt of its revolution, ſufficiently 


illuſtrate the forecaſt and artifice of its Creator ? 


Firſt by the univerſal Convenience of its ſitnation. For hadirt 
been placed in any other orb, either inferior, or ſuperior to its 
own ; ſuch horrid incommodities, asare inconfiſtent with its uſe 


Y. 
The ualverfal 
convenience of 


and intention, and deſtruQve to the two principal defignes of its fituation in 


Nature, Conſeryation and Generation, muſt unayoidably haye 
followed ; nor had thewhole fabrick of the Univerſe been more 
then one degree remoyed from the confuſion of its origi 

Chaos. To particular ; had the Sun been ſetled ache lowed 
ſphear, and obtained ahpt place, which the Moon now poſleſſerh-: 
x renwkd had been'no longer then a moneth; for in that account 
of time, it mult have fulfilled its courſe through eyery part of the 
Ecliptick, and ſo the interyalls of ſeaſons had ſuffered ſuch a con- 
traction, that mnſt haye been repugnant to their inſtitution, s. e. 
muſt haye prevented the production of all things ; For the Anti- 
praxts, or Counter-attivity of comrary ſeaſons, immaturely 
ſucceeding one upon the neck_of another, deſtroys the principles of 
Vegetation, and checks the promotion of ſ[eminalities, Again, by 
this unſafe vicinity, or too neer approach to the globe'of the 
earth;its intenſer beams had yerified the Conflagration of Phaeton; 
atleaſt proved: ſo intolerable , as that all things muſt have had 
the-ycie and glutinons temper of the Salamander, or elſe been tor- 
rified into cynders ; and to have had no Sun at all, had been the 
eaſier miſery. For if there be ( and ſome are pofitive there muſt 
be) an intention and remiſſion of heat, reſpeRive to the diffe- 
rent points, or acceſs and receſs of the Sun, inits proper orb ; 

| I an 


ics proper orb. 


That God created the world ex nihilo, = Chap. 2. 


2; 
The appoint- 
ment of its 
continual Cir- 
cymgyration, 


and that in its Apogeum, or mountee to the higheſt point in 
Cancer, the heat is nor ſo ſcorching under that Tropick on this 
fide the &quator, as onthe other fide, inits Perigewm or ſtoop 
ro the lowelt point of its excentricity in Capricorne : we cannot 
with any pretext of reaſon doubr, that, had the Sun been lodged 
in the bed of the Moon, it had long fince anticipated the general 
combuſtion of the laſt day, and calcined all thingsto the exiguity 
of their primitive Atoms. And on the other extreme, had. the Sun 
been appointed to the cight or higheſt ſphear ; then muſt it have 
been, by. reaſon of the exceeding flow motion aſſigned to - 
ſphear,lo manythouland years in the ablolution of its courſe as that. 
it muſt haye extended one year to the compute of P/aros Jubile z \ 
nor could the world ( if learned men guels aright concerning its 
duration ) have attained to the period of one revolution, Beſides. 
that. Hemiſphear, which firſt faced the Sun in the beginning of its 
tedious gyre, muſt have enjoyd the curſe of a long Jong day, and 
conſequently have miſt the fertile bleſſing of a viciſſitade, or.reci- 
procal ſucceſſion of diftindt ſeaſons; burthe oppotite Hemiſphear - 
muſt have, for many myriads of ages, continued as cold, dark 
and barrenas the grave, and ſo half of the-carth had been made 
to no purpoſe. And the like a though more mo- 
derate, would hayec ſucceeded to the earth, had the Sun obtained a 
fruacionin any one of the other fix orbs, between the two former 
CXtreanms, . 


Secondly, by the appointment -of its Circumrotation. For had ' 

x remained fixt and not moyed at all; then muſt the world haye 
wanted that neceflary diviſion of times and ſeaſons, of Spring and 
Autumne, Summer and Winter, day and night: and by.con-- 
ſequence, the tion and conferyation of things dependent on 
thoſe vicifh of Heat and:Cold; it being neceflary, that the 
fixation of this Luminary muſt haye cauſed a perpetual ſummer in 
one /hemiſphear, and as laſting and difconfolate a Winter in the - 
other ; or driven nature upon the- exigent of making another Sun 
to ircadiate and cheriſh the oppoſite half of theearth, it being ex- 
eri ly true { and therefore adyanced to the-dignity of an 
Aziome by Gaiilae, Philelans, Niceron, Kircherns, and other 
| Juruor 
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junior Maſters in the Opricks ) that no ſpherical luminous boay, 
of what diameter ſoever, can projett its light upon the whole 
{phear of another at once, or in a fixt poſition; though it illuminate 
more then the half of a leſſer placed at convenient diſtance. 


Laſtly, by the contrivement of its oblique motion along the line * 


Ecliptick. For had its reyolution been aſſigned to any other 
circle ; diſcommoditiesno leſs fatal then the former had unayoi- 
dably enſued. Firſt, had it fayled along on either fide the &£- 
gator, ſome parts of the earth could haye known no Sun at all, 
but ſhould have groand under the opprefſion of perperual frigi- 
dity and opacity ; while others had ſuffered the contrary extream 
of an everlaſting noon, and been parched by the violence of ics 
too conſtant and perpendicular beams : and fo the whole had 
been inhabitable ; an A/ternation of Heat and Gold being indi- 
ſpenſably requiſite aſwell to the Conſervation and growth of all 
things in their ndividuals, as to their Propagation in Specie, 
Secondly, had it been confined to the conduct of the Aquator ; 
firſt unto a parallel ſphear, or ſuch who haye the Pole for their. 
Zenith, its reyolution could have made neither perfeR day, nox 
perfect night ; for being in the Aquator, ic would incerſel their 
horizon, and be half above, and half below it : and to thoſe, who 
inhabite under the Aquator, though it made a diſtin&ion of day 
and night, yet would it not make any conſiderable diftintion of 
ſeaſons;for the Sun being always vertical to them, in that fituation, 
would haye introduced a conftant Summer, and the icu- 
larity of its unremitted heat have exhauſted the fruftifying humi- 
dity of the earth, -and ſo left the womb of our common mother, 


ſqualid and barren as the deſert Serra in Africa, Laſtly, had 
it moyed directly _ the Zquator, unto what poſition ſoeyer; 
well might it have deſcribed a'day,but neyer meaſured outs year: 


for the progreſſion” of it from Weſt ro Eaſt { by the compaſs of 
whichmotion the circle of the year is conſtituted ) had been wan- 
ting ; in regard thattis impoſſible thaton ore and the ſame circle, 
-oblerying the ſame Poles, the Sun ſhould haye performed'its two 
contrary motiois, one from Eaftto Weſt; which defines the day, 
che otherifrom Weſt to Eaſt, 'which meaſures ourthe year, both 
at'once, Now all theſe palpable AN I ( with _ 
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other firſt obſerved and cnumeratcd to- us by a.Spans/h, and lately 

moſt elegantly explained by an Engliſh. Phyſician ; both which 

ſeleed this choice ſubje&t, as an impregnable argument of the 

Wiſdome of the Creator ) were artificially prayented by the de 
\ vice of the Suns motion along the Ecliptick , and the obliquity 

of its annual progreſs upon the Poles of the: Zodsackh, full 23 de- | 

grees, and an half from the Poles of the World. i 

Now this meditation naturally applies it ſelf, and fo clearly | 

demonſtrates the forecaſt and- artifice of an infinite Intelligence ; | 

that I have nothing left to ſay, but this; that tis a wonder, which 

nothing bur the deluſion of the Father of lies can make out to be- 

leif, bow Epicgrs, being a Philoſopher, in many abſtrufties of 

nature acute enough, nay. beyond molt of his Tutors, as Diogenes 

Laertias teſtifies of him ; . and one that pretended to ſo much in-. 

fight in the problems of Aſtronomy, as:to- be ableto ſalyeall the 

Phenomena, or. Apparitions- a:ove-the Terraqueous orb, ( : 

Epiſt.. ad Pyrhoclem) could yet beſo infatuated, as to aſcribe the 

compoſure, and location of the Sun, and the inyention ef its regu+ 

lar, and to all;parts convenient morion, to the Temerity and /x- 

cogitancy of Fortune,, Nor could I have conceived it poſſible that. 

ſo much of the Scholar, and ſo much of the: Fool-could have ar- 

once met in one and the, ſame brain.;. had not I been perſwaded 

thereto, by the agreeing. teſtimonies of many credible Authors, 

high both in Antiquity.and Fame. 


ile, It thele Argumenis-reach' not, we may defcend yet lower (if 
BE. there be any thing, low in Nature ) and: from the i of - 
of an infinixce Grandmother ferch Srones and Mineral Conerctions, to givcih 
Intelligence, evidence againſtthe infolent arrogance of Fortune. For who dares 
py gale contracithe ſuſpicion of madnes fo meritoriouſly,as onceto dream 
wen of Sub bat the. agner obtained its rich. endowments of Yerticity and 
rerraneous In-. Attrattiongthe Adamant its radiant tralucency and-conical angu- 
animates. larity; Alzm its. oftohedrical or cight-faced Figure ; Salt its . 
'S '; Nitre its ſtiriate or > par Vitriol its. 
multangular, &c. froma meer accidental and undetermined con- | 
'flyx and coalition of their minute and inſenfible particles © and | 
not from che proyident and artificial diſpoſition of them into ſuch 
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and ſuch fituations, as are requiſite to the cauſation of thole parti- 


cular qualities and Figures, by the diſcreet and methodicall in- 


fluence of an infinite witdome? If any ſuch there be ( and I have 


reaſon for more then my fears, that ſuch there-are,.in theſe accur- 
ſed days, when all the Errors of the'-elder world-are xeviyed, de- 
ſperate Herefies belched our even by thoſe, who profeſs tobe the 
Patriots of truth, and-horrid B/a/phemies applauded as commen- 
dable firains..ot; high deyotion-) who tremble not to deny the 
Creation of all things by God :-thefe I ſhall pity:, and leave to 
ponder that exclamation. of Gafſendrs,. ( deexortu mundi.) O 
quam bebetem eſſe oportet, aut quam-reclamantem habere conſci- 
| entiam, fi dum adiſta attenditur, ſola interim Fortuna laudatar! 


« O how: inſenfible muſt 'that man ' be either of the adviſoes of 
« reaſon, or the conyulſions of Conſcience ; -who can conſider. 
« theſe; things, and yet aſcribe the.- honour, of their C reation:to - 


« Fortune/-. ' | 


And if: the Characters. of ah T»finire /:/dome le ſo plainly 
viliblein the ſingle and divided peices of the Univerſe ; how in- 
comparably more legible: muſt they. be .in the #/hele, wherein 
Amplitude holds- an zmulous contention with Palckrieude ? 
True. it is, the; Epicareans were nat ſtaggered at the conſideration 
of ſo vaſt a mals,. inſtantly addreffing themſelyes for refuge, to 
an infinite ſtock of Atoms congeſted in an infinite ſpace. But 
this SanQtuary is rotten, and cannot proteGt the credulity of any, 
unleſs it be ſupported by; this additional .baſe ; ,that there was 
ſome firſt Ative principle, which by its infinite power firſt crea- 
ted out of nothing, and. then congeſted this maſs of Atoms into a 
Chaos, and after by its infinite wiſdeme digefted the ſame into 
that exquiſite order which doth-now conſtitute the form of the 
world, Is it poſſible for .any thing that dares pretend.to Hu- 


wanity, to imagine, or by any. ſpecious argument to-hope to per-- 


{wade, that ſo many- minute bodies, or Atoms, by the raſh and 
undeterminate condu& of their own. innate propenſity to motion, 
indifferently hurried. up and, down, hither and hither, and by 
reaſon of the: diſcord arifing from-cheir different. quancities, and 


Fignres, apt to maintain. areyerlaſting civil war and confuſion ; - 
| could. 
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could notwithſtanding by a ſpontaneous direRion meet and unite 
in that juſt number, which was ſufficient to make up the Globe of 
the Earth, requiſite to compoſe the body of the Sun, proporti- 
oned to the dimenſions of che ſoon, equal to the ſeyeral orbs of 
thoſe radiant Centinels of night, the Srars, whoſe multitude ex- 
ceeds the figures of Arithmetick, and their magnitude neyer yet 
rightly explored ; in fine, exatly accommodate po the great bo- 
_ dy of the World, whole bounds we know not, and whote dimen- . 
_ fionsare immenſe ? The conviRtion of this impoſſibility they have 
endeyoured (though by running into as great a one ) thus ro 
cyade, As he ( fay they ) muſt haye been deceived, who having 
obſerved the generation of — oreater then a Flea, could nor 
cherefore beleive the generation of an Elephant, as if there could 
not be found matter enough to ariſe to ſo gigantick a body: ſo are 
we deceived, while regarding the generation of onely ſmal things 
we beleive that thegreat body of the uniyerſe could not be made 
up by the ſame means, and after the ſame manner ; as if fo yalt a 
proportion of matter could not concur and unite into one Form ; 
nay by ſo muchthe more are we deceiyed, by how much the more 
proportion thematrer of a Flea holds to that of an Elephant, and 
the matter of an Elephant holds to that of the World ; then the 
matter of the World holds to that maſs of Aroms, which is in- 
finite inthe infinite ſpace. But I may with good reaſon demand, 
how they can be aſſured, thatin the imaginary ſpace, without the 
circumferrence of the world, there is ſuch an inexhauſtible abyſs 
of matter, as ſufficerh to the generation not onely of this world, 
but of an infinite multitude of others, fully as large as this : ſo, 
well as weare aſſured, that in this world is contained matter ſuf- 
ficient ro the compoſition of an Elephant, as well as of a Flea ? 
Sure Iam, no man ever ſawtheoutfide of the world ; and if fo, 
is it not a meer Rhodomontado of phankie, or ( as Pizy callsit) 
a high madneſs, to imagine ſuch an infiniteabyſs of matter ? Ler 
us, however, deal with theſe, as wiſe Phyſicians with Hypochon- 
driacks, that they may the more eafily cure them, altow them their 
abſurditics ; and grant that from etemity there was fach an infinity 
of Atotns, corifuſedly hurried to and fro, in an- infinite ſpace : 
yet the difficulty will always remain, howin ſogreat a _ 

innmte 
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infinite liberty of range, fo many Aroms could ſo conyeneand 
combine together, as to terrhinate and ſetle each other, by' reci- 
procal coherence and mutual concatenation ; how ſo orderly 
marſhal and diſpoſe their ſeyeral diyifions into ſuch elegant 
Figures : how adapt thoſe figures tofuch genuine and conſtant 
operations ; and all this withour the countell, difpofition, and 
revinction ofany other cauſe, bur their own rude and giddy pro- 
penſiry to motion, and the caſual refult of their ceffation from 
difcord ? That Animals have obtained fuch exquiſite forms, re- 
ſpeRive to their ſeveral deſtinations; this we can refer tothe arti- 


fice of their peculiar Seminalities, orvhe cunning of that Forma- 

tive v5rrue, Which lying ambuſcadoed in the ſpumous conhiſtence - 
of their genital emifhons, and being once awakened into Activity 
by the excitement of a conyenient Matrix, .or Receprarie, im-- 


mediately defignes this or that parcel of matter for ſuch-orſuch a 


part, another for another, and ſo ſpins 'it out into an uniform la- 


yrinth of members, ar laſt weaving 'all thofe-into an ingenious - 
Fignre, in all points reſembling the ProtoplaRt or firſt genitor of . 


that ſpecies; who received this Seminal Tinftture, or faculty 
pedfifcal from the inamediate bounty of its Creator. But that 


Atoms , as they are in their naked and incomplex- nature, - 


ſhould be allowed to have a Plaftich or fabrefative virtme 


equal to that conferred upon the ſeeds of Animals ; is a figment - 


as worthy our ſpleen, as-that ridiculous branch of the lameroor 


the Antotthenous, or ipontaneous . eruption of our firſt Parents + 


from the confermentation of #ater and Earth, andithe pro- 
duction of mankinde ike that of Muſhroms : which whimley is 
alſo entituled to Epicurus, by no meaner a tradition then that of 


Cenſorimes ( de Di. Nat. cap. 2. ) whoſe words, for the more : 
clear and credible tranſmiſcion of the Fable, I thought it not alto- | 
gether impertinent here toinfert. Nec louge-/ecnr Epicurms cre- - 
didit, limo-calefaftes uteros neſtio quos, radicibus terre coheren- - 
reis primum increviſſe, & infantibus ex ſe edits ingenitum- 
laftis humorem, natura miniftrante preabuiſſe ; quos ita educators, | 
& adultos genus hominum propagaſſe. To this we may'adde 
(for a fingleteſtimony is not firong enough to oblige any man co- 
beleive fo unpardonatle a dotage in a graye Philoſopher ) the- 
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_— at his incredu 
thi 


1 concurrent AuQtorities of Lattantins (lib. 2. cap, 7.) Plu- 


tarch (5. Placit. 19,) Diogenes Laertins ( lib. 2. in vita Ar- 
chelai Athenienſ. ) Diodorns: Siculus ( lib.t.) and Macrobius 
( 3+ Satury. 6,) Though, for my part, I conceiye this phrenſie to 
haye poſſeſſed many heads, upon whoſe skulls corruption had 
planted growing Perewikes of Moſs, many hundreds of years be- 
fore Epicarmus his was warm ; in regard many antient Nations, in 
particular the e/Egyptians and Phenicians, contending for the 
honor of ſeniority, have gloried in the title of AntoFthone , and 
thought their Eſchatcheons ſufficiently noble, if charged onely with 
this impreſs, Terre fi/;5s. But I return from this my Excurfion. 

If the World, indeed, were as Ovids Chaos, ruds indigeſtaque 
moles, a deformed and promiſcuous miſcellanie , or maſſe of 
Heterogencities, and the ſeyeral parts of it.yariouſly blended to- 


gether without either diſcrimination or order : then might the 


pretence of Fortune be more plauſible, For ſhould we take a 
man, who had been' born and bred up to . maturity of years in 
ſome obſcure cayern of the earth, and neyer lookt abroad upon 


the World, nor heard of more then what immediately con- 


cerned” his aliment and other natural neceffities; on a ſuddain 
educe; him from his dungeon, and ſhew him an Animal cut in 


peices, and all its .diffimilar parts, as skin, muſcles, fat, yeins, ar- 
teries, neryes, tendons, ligaments, cartilages, bones, marrow, &c. 


laied together in a pp ag heap : doubtleſs we could not 
ity, if he would not be.-perſwaded, that any 

g but Chance had a hand 'in that confuſion. But ſhould we 
inſtantly preſent him another' Animal, feeding, walking, and per- 
forming all the comely funRions of vitality ; inſtru him in the 
ſeyeral uſes and ations of all thoſe parts, which he had former- 
ly ſurveyed in the diſorder of an heap ; then kill that Animal alſo, 


and for his farther information, anatomzie its careaſc; and exhibite 


to him the ſeyeral parts, inall things reſpondent tothe former : tis 
conjeCtural that we ſhould finde, that the rudeneſs of his educati- q 


on would not fo totally haye extinguiſhed the Light of Nature 


in him, as notto have left ſome ſpark, by the glimmering where- 
of he might diſcoyer ſome more noble. Principle then Fortune, to 
haye been the Efficiems of that more then ingenious machine. 
Now 
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Now we.cannot but obſerye, that in the great engine of the uni; 
verſe, nothing is with leſs order, decency , beauty , uniformity, 
fymmetry, conRancy, in a word, with leſs wiſdom, eicher delig- 
ned, or finiſhed ; then in the ſmaller organ of an Animal, in the 


perfetion of its integrality. And if fo, how ncer comes ittoan | 


abſolute contradiction, that we ſhonld acknowledge ſome noble 
and prudent Cauſe, that moulded and compacted all thoſe dif- 
ferent parts into one moſt elegant and accompliſhr body, and cx- 
atly accommodated that body to the eafie execution of its pre+ 
deſtinate operations:and yet not acknowledg the ſame, in the ordi- 
nation and conſtruction of the more admirable, becauſe more dif- 
ficult fabrick of the Univerſe 2 I fay, a Contradition ; for if the 
eaſier Artifice of an Animal be conceded too hard ; afluredly 
the more difficulc machination of the innumerably organ'd 
World muſt needs be granted impoſ55ble, to be wrought by the 
impotent and ignorant fingers of Fortune. 2nanto enim major 
operts moles, tanto erit ut ſapientia, ita & potentie majus argu» 
mentum ; non quod aliunde elaboratio minutorum corpuſculo- 
rum non commendet artificem: ſed qued in opere ingenti & 
[ymmetriam ſervare =» can materiam regere operoſum eſſe 
vVideatur. . 


Laſtly, as the Votaries of Fortune haye argued 4 minors ad 
maj, thus ; if the ſmaller machine of a Hand-worm, wherein 
the almoſt invifble ( without an engyſcope, or magnifying glaſs ) 
exiguity of the whole frame, the multiplicity of organs, and the 
variety of reſpeQtiye funRions afſighed thereunto, may worthily 
contend, concerning elegance of compoſure, wtih the large cap- 
tain of the watry regiments, the Whale, may be configured by 
Chance, or the caſual concourle of conyenient particles of the 
Firſt matter : why may not the grofſer moyement of the U ni- 
verſe be alſo wrought by the like contingent ſegregation, of diſa- 
greeing, and conyemtion of conſimilar Atoms ; whoſe tumultua- 
tion and conflict growing from the antipathy of different mag ni- 
tHde and Figure, made the Chaos ; and their working themſelycs 
into peculiar orders, by the accidental conflux aud mutual cohe- 
rence of Homogencities, made the forme of the Forld, So we, by 
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counter-demonſtration, may argue -4 mjori ad mins ,thus ; if 
Fortune had the power and skill co make. the #orld, why can ſhe 
not make the more rude and facile moyement of a ?atch > If 
Atoms could ſpontaneouſly range and combine themſelves into 
the immenſe bailements of the World : why not allo into the 
narrower ftru+ure of a Caſtle ? If they met into the mighty bul- 
warks of an Iſland: why nor into the thinner and more fragil 
rampiers of a Fort? It they could diſpoſe themlelves into wide 
campania's of Herbs and variegated Flowers : why not into a 


_ peiceof Landrkip Tapeſtry > All which require, as infinitely leſs 


of Power, lo alloof Science. 

Should they endeyour a ſubterfuge, by replying ; that theſe 
are the Effetts of Art and not of Natare : we may prevent their 
evaſion by rejoyning, that ſince they allow Chance to have an 
intereſt eyen in'the operations of Art ; why doe they not atwell 
make her the Foundereſs of a Cry, as of the zdifice of a ipen- 
tancous Animal, whoſe ſtructure is more difficult > Wearc not 
backward to confeſs, what we lately ſuppoſed concerning the 
difleQed and diſordered parts of an Animal, thatif the World 
were but a promiſcuous heap of different materials, ſuch as ſtones, 
Timber, Sand, Lime, Clay, Nailes, Tyles, &c. confuſedly con- 
geſted : then could not our choler ſwell to ſo high a tide of in- 
dignation agaitiſtthe arrogance of Fortune ; nor ſhould we be ſo 
well provided of arms to fight in defence of a divine contrive- 
mitt. Bit finee the building of the fame is, by infinite tranſcen- 
dency, mire durable, more 'diftinit , more ſymmetrical , and 
more gorgeous 'inall its parts, then the moſt elaborate and mag- 
nificent Palace : fince the'Hearr of a Piſmire hath more of ma- 
giſterial artifice, then the E/charial ; theproboſcis ortrunk of a 
Flea moreinduſtry initsdelicace and finuous perforation, then all 
the coftly Aqurzdditi of Nero's Rowejthe Arſenal at Fenice, or 
the two'Spiniſh'E-gines; one for the traduftion-and elevation of 
Water /at 7 o##&6,the other for the automarous:coyning of money, 
at \F#p#vin, both' admired by a Perſon for the moſtparr above 
adityeation2S*, Kentlye Dighy; fince the breaft or : la 
of a Bee'Evtitaitis more anfraftuous convolutions'then the Laby- 
v5nthof Dedathx, md more Cellulcs thenthe mamas 
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of S*. Lawrence, in $ pain, for bravery and amplitude of archi- 


teRure reputed the eighth wonder of the World : and fince the 
skull of a Loxſe hath more yentricles or receptarics for the nu- 
merous ſwarms of Animal ſpirits, then the ſpatious Amphitheatre 
of Rome had ſeats for the ſpeRators ; in fine, ſince the meanelt 
peice of Nature throwes diſparagement and contempt upon the 
oreateſt maſterpeice of Art ; how can it be, that man, noble and 
ingenious man, ſhould fall ſo much flower then his incircunt{pect 
Father Adams, as to confels the viſible influence of Pradence in the 
eaſier, and yet, at the ſame time, deny any caule, but gnorance 
to have been exerciſed inthe harder ; to admit the managery of 
an Archie, or knowing principle, inthe ſtruQture of a ho»/7, 
and yet determine the more 5095 Wk Creation of the UV niverſc 
upon the blind diſpoſal of Fortune ? | 


To conclude this unworthy vindication of the injured wiſdom 
of our Maker, by leaving no poſſible objzeRtion unanſwered, let 
us ſuppoſe that our opponents ſhould recurre to their old ſtarting 
hole, or (alley port, the Spomtaneons morion of Atoms, and urge, 
that if the materials of a houſe, or other artificial trufture, were 
endowed withan innate propenfity to motion, as thematerials-of 
the World were ; then might they alſo, without the direQtion of 
any external Agent, onely by reciprocal convention, complicati- 
on and reyinRion, acquire ſetled and orderly ſituations, and ſo 
diſpoſe themlelyes into a regular Fabrick : but fince they are de- 
yeid of all domeſtick Aivity, the diſparity betwixrt the operati- 
ons of chance, and thoſe of Art, is ſo great, that an argument 
drawn from the impoſſibility of a performance by one, is not 
concluſive againſt the poſſibility of an atcheivement by the other. 
And when we haye ſuppoſed this retort, let us alſo ſuppoſe what 
they would haye, viz. thatthe materials of a houſe were radically 
impreghated with. a perpetual tendency to motion ; -and that, by 
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.red,ibyaniad- 
.equare ſimi- | 
 lirude. 


the drift ofthis internal aQtivity, they ſhould from different -quar- 


ters meet together in. one heap, there-croud, comprels, expres, 


impell, repell, detrude, elevate, circumgyrate, fix each other, and 


 atlaft by reciprecal--combination acquieſce : yet catit never be 
ſuppoſed, by a ſober imagination, that the reſult of all-this. rar 
| K 2 urly 
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ration. 


burly betwixt thoſe unequal parcs, and the peace enfuing upon the 
caſual acquiſition of fituations proper and convenient to each, 
would be a well 'ordered zdifice ; nay any thing half ſo neer 
allied to archite&ure asa ruine, 

I conceive the wit of Balbxs wound up to a very happy ſtrain, 
when diſputing againſt Yeeixs ( one that bluſh*t not te weare 
the infamous badge of Epicnrss ) concerning this monſtrous fig- 


ment of the worlds Proje&ion from the diflolution of the Chaos, 


and a fortuitous concurſion of the univerſal matrer ; he invented 


this appoſite Smilitude : Hoc qui exiftimat fieri potuiſſe, non in- 
relligo cur idem non puter, fi rnnumerabiles unins& vigints for- 
me literarum vel auree, vel quales-libet aliquo conjiciantar, 
poſſe ex bis in:terram excuſſis Annales Ennij, ut deinceps legt 
poſcint effici ; quod neſcio anne in. uno quidem ver/u poſsit tan- 


.tum valere Fortuna, Upon which we may briefly thus de- 


ſcant; if that congruous ſeries of letters, which is neceſlary to the 


&kRure of one/page,line,or word, can never reſult from a care- 


leſs congeſtion ' of prints; but muſt be the ſetled effect of great in- 
duſtry and diligence in the Compoſitor : undoubtedly, with no 
leſs. violence to reaſon, can any man opinion, that the innume- 
rable parts of the World, that obſeryea far morediſtin& and 
elegant -order then the charaQters of any Typographer diſpoſed 
into words, lines, pages, ſheets, ſhould attain to that admirable 
Form, which they now hold; by a meer fortuitous aſſembly ; and 
not by the certain and predeſtinate ordination of ſome /xpremely- 
intelligent Cauſe. | | 


Theſe reaſons, though not woyen into that trick method, which 


is required to fulfill the web of perfe& demonſtrations; doe yer 
'feem ſtrong enough in their ſingle inferences undeniably to con- 


cludethe Creation of the Univerſe ont of nopreexiſtence, by the 


ſole and immediate Fiat of the ſame Eſſence, and if judiciouſly 
twiſted-together into one Syndrome, or complex Argument, muſt 
oblige as firmly ; fince they clearly evince the firſt Arricle of the 
Chriſtians Creed, as an uncontrollable yerity, which none, but 
ſuch degenerate miſcreants, in whom the _ of Natnre is 
wholly:extinR, vr ſuch as are deſperaily reſolyed toſhut the ye 
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of their minde againſt the ſplendor of that infallible Crirerion, can 


longer doubt of. And therefore, haying determined neither to ſcan- 
dal the intelletuals of my Reader, cither by indubitating his 
facile perception of the force of thoſe proofs already urged, or 
multiplying others in order to -the illuſtration of that truth, to 


which he hach formerly ſubmitted his plenary afſent ; nor unfruit- 


fully to ſpend that time and paper, which I have deyoted to the 
explanation and ratification of other neceſſary points, on a 
work of ſupererogation : I ſhall onely fringe this exerciſe with 
that pertinent and emphatical paſſage of Latantins ( De Opif. 


' Deicap. 6.) Tanta ergo qui videat & talia, poteſt exiſtimare 


nulla effetta eſſe confilio, nulla providentia, uulla ratione divina ; 
ſedex Atom ſubtilibus, exignisconcreta-eſſe tanta miracula? 
#onne prodigio ſimile eſt, aut natum eſſe hominem qui hec dicerct, 
ut Leucippum;ant extitiſſe quicrederet, ut Democritum, qus au- 
ditor ejus fait; vel Epicurum,in quem vanitas emnis de Leucippt 
fonte profluxit ? and ſo proceed to the fatistattion of rwo colla- 
teral Scrwples, 


SEcrt. IV. 


Scruple 1. 


He Curiofity of ſome, ( whether more 5»/o/ext.or vain, is Article x. 
hard to determine,) hath been ſo audacious, asto adyenture Thar Antique 
upon this 2 were ; If God made the ata + what inſtruments, mceng expoſtu- 
tools, mechanick engines, what aſſiſtants did he bay: ation, what 
work 2 pl ee ff ——__ of in the Inſtruments 
 Auxiliants, 
R = HHP terials pre= 
diſpoſd,' God made uſe of , im his act of Fabrication of the Univerſe, copiontly ſniebed.: 


and the energie of the divine will commonſtrated ſuperior tothe.indigence of either. 


K3 The 
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The Satisfaition, 


This is no green impiery ( unleſs it hath lately budded forth 
again amongſt thoſe Human-devils, the Rarters ; the report of 
whoſe prodigious blaſphemics hath ſometimes tranſpotred me to 
a hatred, at leaſt a contempt of my elf , for being in the ſame 
rank of © reatures; and made me wiſh for a ſecond deluge ) but 
almoſt half as old as Time, and may be traced as high as the 
Epoche of the Grecian learning ; witneſs thoſe many ſecret con- 
yulfions of it by Plato ( both in his Parmenides and T:merns 
while he frequently affirmes the divine Natwre to be Inorganical, 
and the immediate operations of the #niver/al cauſe robe above 
the neceflity of Corporeal means : witneſs alſo Cicero ( moſt of 
whoſe'ftreams came out of the Grecian fountain ) who ( zz 1, 
De Nat. Deor.) introducing the Atheiſt, YVellejus diſputing a- 
gain{t Plato and the Sroicks, who held the divine efſence to be 
the Author of the Univerſe; propoſeth the ſcruple ar laroe, in theſe 
Words : Quibus enim oculis intueri potuit veſter Plato fat r.- 
cam illam tants operts, qua conſtrus a Deo atque «dificari mun- 
dum facit ? que molitio? que ferramenta? qui veftes? que 
machine ? qui miniſtri tanti muneris fuerunt ? &c.That bold- 
neſs is the daughter of ignorance, is herein plainly verified ; for 
had theſe unhappy Pagans underſtood any thing ot the majeſtick 
| eſſence of — or but apprehended the vaſt diſparity berween 

the efficiency of the Higheſt, and that of all other Szbordinate 
cauſes ; tis morethen probable, they had not been ſo ſawcy with 
his imperial Attribute , O-9nzporence, nor run into that common 
miſtake of fleſh and bloud, of meaſuring the ways of God by the 
ways of man, True tis, that man hath need of inſtruments to the 
performance of any peice of Art, nor can the Geometrician draw 
his lines without a rule, or deſcribe a circle without the help of 
his compaſs; the Carpenter work without his Axe, Saw, and 
other tools ; 'the Smith without" his fire, hammer, anvill, &c, all 
which the wit of man, ſharpned by neceffity, hath invented to 
compenſate the inſufficiency of his naked hands, made by na- 
ture cither too ſoft, too weak, or too obtuſe for OE 
uſes ; 
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uſes : But yer what can impede our afſurance of the eternal ex- 
iſtence of a more Noble E ficient ; whole Will is infinite Power, 
and that Power infinite Ativity ; whole ſingle Let it be dome, is 
both Cauſe. and Means ; and whole fample at of Velition not 
onely the Efficient, but alſo the nſtrament > Do not we ot- 
ſerve ( that I may extract an Argravns from the evidence of 
ſen'e ) how, in the twinckling of a loyers eye, that comely Arch 
of colours, the Raix-bow, is painted on the clouds ; and yet with- 
out eicher hand, compals, or pencill > doe we not behold whole 
mountains of ponderous C/oxds piled one upon another ; and yet 
neither yeſſels to lave up, nor engines to fuſtain that ſea of water ? 
And cannot theſe familiar obleryatiors inſtruct us with more - 
knowledge, then to doubt the fabrication of the world without 
corporeal organs ? Why is our reaſon {o immodefſt, as to inquire 
into the. ability of the Firſt cauſe; when alas ! it isnotlarge 
enough to comprehend: the efficacy ,of the weakeſt ; Secondary ? 
if the meaneſt and moſt. ordinary .cffect of Nature imports ſo 
much upendious induſtry, as tranſcends the narrow capacity of 
man ; what audacious ignorance 1s it in him, to queſtion the er:er= 
gie of that Prixciple, that made Nature her ſelf, and preſcribed 
her rules to a by : from which ſhe cannot vary, without a mi> 
raculous diſpenſation? Weare willing forſooth. to profeſs, that 
we cannot underſtand by what artitice the delicate body of a 
Pſmire is configurated, animated, and impowered for the noble 
ations of ſenſe and voluntary motion, nay ( for ought we know 
to the contrary ) for that more noble and elaborate office of 
diſcourſe allo: and yer, when we come to contemplate the more 

magnificent form of the Univerſe, ſhall we degenerate into ſuch 
impertinent Ideots, as to debate the Aſathematick energie of its 
Creator, and demand how he could qperate without Engines to 
tranſport, adfer, and winde up the materials, with ſcaFolds to 
advance the roof,.qr ſervants to.afhſt in {cycral offices requiſite ? 
Aſluredly , as; the. frame. of that {leader Animal doth confeſs a 
certain Faculty, by which jt was modclled , delineated, and 
compatted ; thoughthe reaſon and, manger of jts contexture re- 
main in the dark to us : ſo alſodoth. the; huge machine of this 
vitible World proclaim.;a (certain  Encrgetical, principle, Ke "* 
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finitly more potency and perfe&ion, by which it was compoſed; 
though the manner and way of its compoſure be too abſtruſe and 
ſublime for the diſcernment of our weak-ſighted intelle&tuals. 
Now, whether you ſhall denominate that Energy, a Power di- 
vine, or God; itis indifferent : but indiſpenfably neceſlary,, that 
you acknowledge it to be ſo great, as by incomputable interyals 
ro excccd the comprehenſion of the minde of man ; nor is ir ſafe 
for usto attempt the commenſuration of it by the unequal mo- 
dule, or ſcale of particular finite Canſes, fince even from theſe 
our reaſon ftands ſo remote, as to be able at molt onely to con- 
zefture their dimenſions. Upon this conſideration , if a Pi/or, 
while he onely fits in the ſteerage and hands the helme, doth di- 
re&t the ſhip in its courſe, by a far more excellent induſtry, then 
all the'rude officers inſervient thereunto, that ſtretch their tougher 
finewes to hoiſe and tack about her fayls, and toyle their tawny 
bodies in other inferior labours : if a Prince, who fits calmely in 
his throne, doth by a fingle nod of his ſceptre awe millions of his 
ſubjeAsto obedience, and by the magick of a ſmile or frown con- 
jure whole nations into joy or terror ; ifhe, I fay, doth govern 
his people, by a more myſterious and noble influence, then all his 
ſubordinate miniſters of ſtate, with all their tumultuous pains and 
travell, either in the tranſmiſfon, or execution of his mandates : 
ifan Archite&, or maſter-builder, who in his cloſet onely draws 
the plar-form, and defignes the figure of the firuſture; doth by 
his meer deſignation, operate more — and by a more ex- 
cellent artifice contribute to the perfettion of the work, then all 
the ſwarm of bufiling mechanicks imployd in ſquaring, or placing 
the materials : why ſhould we not allow that mighty Pzlor, 
Prince, and Architef of the World to be empowerd witha cer- 
tain kind of Efficacy ſo eminent, that whateyer can be thought 
moſt abſolute and puifſant in all other natures, muſt be infinitely 
inferior to it? And therefore when we, who haye learned our leſſon 
outof the ſacred leaves of AZoſes fay that he made the univerſe /c/o 
nutn, atque ſimplici volitione, by one (imple and entire a of 
his 1, expreſt in that word, Fiat ; we ſpeak all that can be 
underſtood by us of that miracle. 

As for thelaſt part of the Atheiſts indecent expoſtulation; viz. 
what 
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What t0ad)ators or miniſters had God to attend him, and-whas 
materials praexiſtent and prepared to conform to his diſpoſure ? 
that may be ſoon reſolyed, by offering that /apereminence,where- 
by he is, by infinite exceſles, aboye all other Efficiexrs. For 
what were the Prerogative of Divinity, if it were ſubject to the 
want of the fame means, or cooperating Caſes , with us deſpi- 
cable and imporent men ? To conclude, it will not onely ſup- 
preſs all dangerous Cxrioſities of this kind, but alſo highly com- 


mend onr j»d4gments ; that we draw a largeline of diſtintion 


berwixt the A/mightineſ7 of the Creator, and the reſtrained atti- 
vity, or rather pure imbecillity of the Creature ; aſcribe to him 
a ; ln and pancratical energie, or virtue paramont ; and 
on our deyout knees proclaim him more able to create, then 
want either miniſters, or matter, whereby, whereon ro accom- 
pliſh his #/:/. 


Scruple 2. | 
The other profane Scruple objeQed by the Atheiſt,is this; Cur 


Deus tamdinu 4 fabricatione munds abſtinuerit ? If God were 
elder then Time, and the world made in the beginning of time ; 
why did he ſo long ſuſpend'the Fabrication of it ? | 


The Reſponſe. 


This is alſoa poyſon ſpit from the accurſed jaws of that black 
Viper, Velleins , againſt the Sroicks ( apud Ciceros, 1. de nat. 
Deor.) in this ſquallid ſtream ; 5/fo 1girur tam immenſe ſpatio, 
gquero, cur Pronea veſtra ( lo according to their own phraſc he 
calls that MMinde, or ſupreme Intelligence, to whom that ſober 
ſet of Philoſophers juſtly aſcribed the origination of all things 
except the material” Principle, which they erroneouſly affirmed 
to haye been the Aſhes, or .cyuders of a former World, whoſe 
production alſo they conceived to haye been, like that fabulous 
one of the Pharnix, out of the urne of its predeceflor ) ceſſaverit*? 
laboremne fagiebat ? and not lately wiped clean off, and-its con- 
tapious yenome cured by the genEous con of Enſebins, who 
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( in 1, de prep, Evang. 1.) moſt expreſly, amply, and judiciouſ- 
ly oppoſed it. However , leſt this poyſon ferment afreſh, and 
again exulcerate the impure Libertines of this Age (not more 
for its extraordinary Calamities, then unpattern'd Impieties, as 
well the wender, as grief of our poſterity ) and fince it cannot 
but be thought moſt pertinent to my prelent ſcope : I ſhall en- 
deyour the total extinRion of it, by applying a ſmart Alexire- 
rion of reaſon, 

From an Agent infinite in Wiſdome, ' Power, and Liberty, 
fuch as we mult allow God to. be, no account either of Morives, 
Means, or Time, ought to be required. It was, according to 
their: meaſure of time, about (ix thouſand years from the nativity 
of the Univerſe, when the unhappy diſciples of Epicarmu difle- 
minated this uncivit interrogation : but had it been created many 
myriads. of myriads of thouſands ſooner then it was, tis open to 


conjecture, that they would have infifted on the ſame ſawcy de- 


mand ; ſince eternity compared to more myriads of years, then 
all the figures of Arithmetick can amount to the computation 
of, muſt yet imporra yaſt tra or flux of 7ime (for other idi- 
ome to expreſs this notion, I could not either recognize, or ex- 
covitate below the foot of that accompt ; and that precedent 
youu might have: aForded room enough for the intruſion of the 
ame frivolous quzre. And therefore it becomes us, cither not to- 
enquire, why the world was produced, rather then not produced; 
or allowing its produRion, to eſteem jt all one, whether ic were 
produced then, before, or after, in thisſo greata latitude of Eter- 
nity." For the fame queſtion now pro oled, why God did not de- 
eerminein himſelfto createthe'W orld,ten millions of years ſooner 
then he did ; may alſo be reyived hereafter, concerning theſe 
times of ours, if another rand often millions mare ſhould be un- 
ravelled. From whence this modeft and truly humane leffon fair- 

infers it felf,; "that it is oraculous-in the greateſt wiſdometo 

y, God Created the World in that article of eternity ( we may 
now call it Time) which ſeemed moſt _— to his Wiſdom.For, 
that he had ſome important reaſons ſolong to deferr the creation, 
and: ther! 'onely to contrive gpd finiſh it, when he did ; though 
thoſe ceafons be eryprigk and ignore to us; we may more then 


CON- 
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conjeQure, from the conſideration of his inexhauſtible ad cyer 
moving abyſs of his Prudence, which is the nuleto all other his 
actions. And truely, if Princes ground many of their defignes 
upon profound reaſons of State, the knowledge whereof is tieyer 
_ diffuſed among their ſubjeRts, but locks up: in the cabines ef theit 
own heart : why may not Ged, who is all Coun/cl and Prudence, 
be afforded the prerogative of having ſome weighty reſpeRs,thar 
moyed him to create the World, then when he did, rather then 
either ſooner or later > Which reſpetts, for ought we can explore, 
is Mercy in him to conceal from us ! ſure I am, tis a pr de not 
much beneath, if not <qual to that of Lyacifer, inus to dateto 
enquire- Tis a confelt truth, that no man can know #he tho 
of another, who is conſtant to his reſolye to reſerye them ſealed 
up within his own breaſt; and can. any man beſo incurably over- 
run with the itch of yanity, when he deſpaires.of pretending cer- 
tainly to divine the cogitations of his familiar friend, whoſe in- 
clinations he hath ſo frequently read in the book of his converſa- 
tion : yet to arrogate to himſelf an ability of ſearching into the 
abſcondite counſels of him, whom neither Afixde not Senſe can 
rouch > Wherefore tis our duty to reclaim our wild curioſities 
. to ſet bounds to our inquiſktions, and.gratefully fate our houlimic 
of (cience with this wholſome morſel ; thet fron hence, that the 
World was once created, we may ſafely inferre, that the Creator 
was pleaſed to declare himſelf ſo Porerr, that no ims 
pediment could interyene betwixt his eternal decree, and the op- 
portune execution thereof : ſo Free, as to be aboye the impullion 
or conſtraint. of any neceſſity : ſo ſe, as to preyent all temerity 
and colluſion of Fortune : {o Good, that the preſcience of mans fu- 
ture ingratitude, and fo the infertility of his maſterpeice, could 
not dehort him from fulfilling his purpoſe of conferring that in- 
eſtimable bleſſing of Exiſtence both upon him, and all things elſe 
for his ſake. | 
As for the laſt clauſe of this fooliſh demand, As vigilars 
tanto eternitatis ſpatio, an vero dormierit munds opifex > Whe- 
ther God continued vigilant, or dormant from eternity, untill he 
ſet about the fabrick of this vaſt All ? This includes a manifeſt 


incongraity, and ſpeaks a contradition loud enough to _— | 
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and refute it ſelf, For thoſe two terms, Sleep and Divinity, ſtand 
at opendefiance, and placed in one notion reciprocally deny each 
other ; the one importing an Aﬀettion of a Body, or the effect of 
the Concidence,or Anguſtation of the yentricles of the brain, and 
ſlender conduits of the neryes in an Animal, cauſed cither by a 
deficiency, or quier of the fſpiritsinſervient to the Animal Facul- 
ties, and cauſing a temporary and periodical: ceffation from 
the offices of ſenſe and Arbitrary motion : the other expreſ- 
fing an Eternal ſimple Eſſence, neither oppreſt with corporeity, 
nor ( therefore ) ſubje& to defatigation upon any exolution or 
waſt of ſpirits ; and conſequently nor capable of ſleep. However, 
to manifeſt the extreme ſtupidity of their reply ; viz. that if he 
were perpetually awake, yet we muſt grant him to have been con- 
ftantly idle, before he began his work of Creation : I ſhall 
youchſafethem that judicious rejoynder of many- Fathers (whoſe 
ſudies:were alfo not rarely infeſted with theſe vermine ) thatin 
all char precedent tract of cternity ( mortality will excuſe thene- 
ceſlary. ſoleciſme ) he- was fully- imployed 5» the moſt bliſsful 
contemplation of himſelf. Which is an operation moſt eaſe, 
moſt quiet, moſt pleaſant ; as all Philoſophers, who ever haye, 
by the fteps: of abſtracted meditation, adyanced their minds ſo 
high asto ken that perfeRion of beatitude, haye obſeryed. 


ct 
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Why God Created the World. = 


Szcrt. L 
Hat every Aftion preſmppoſeth an end, or ſcope x 


men, by ſo muchthe more hardly to beleive that 


ſtranger to this rule ; for fighting the unjuſt quarrel of that uſur- 
preſs, Fortune, and having at firſt inyaded Providence Divine 
with dire& and down-right blowes, unſuccesfully : he at laſt 


is Canonical : and hence is ic cuſtomary amongſt 


ſuch or ſuch a conſiderable Action was done by- 
\ ſuch or ſuch a-Perfon 5; by. how- much thelels- 
either of probable Pea/ure, or Emolument may: 
appear to haye invited him: to that enterpriſe, Nor was Vellcius a” 


* Article. 
The improbas 
- bility . of rhe 
worlds creati- 
on by Ged, in» 
{:nuated, bythe 
Atheiſts, from 
bis defe& of 
any poſſible 
Motrve,ſcope 
'or final cauſe, . 


contriyes to wound it with oblique thruſts, and: attempts to ſtab 


the opinion of the Worlds Creation by God, by o 
End,or more plainly by cutting off all pofſbility of cicherP/eaſure 


rikino at the - 


or Profit to accrew to him thereby. And in purſuance of this - 


ſtraragem-, he endeyours to proye ( 1, P Conditum non fuuſſe 


mundum Dei canſa;cthat the World was not created forGodsfake, 


( 4.e. ) that he-is no more concerned in the.conſtruction of it, 
then if it had neyer been altered from its -Chaos: (2 ) »eque 
hominum gratia, nor for the bchoof of man, (5. e- ) that man 


hath no juſter plea to the Royalty of the World, then the meaneſt / 
Animal;nor did Nature look with a more amorousand indulgent &. 


aſpect upon him, then upon @y _ of her productions. . 
&..3. 
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Article 2, 
Their fickt Ar- 
oument, that 
the divine Na- 

Prure is above 


The Firſt poſition he eſſays to illuſtrate and inferre by a Socra- 
tical way of a or by circumyenting our judgements 
with a chain of /zterogatories, all whoſe links are dependent each 
upon other,though by a connexion ſo {ubtile, as to be impercepti- 


the capaciry of ble to the incircumſpect ; the Abſtra&# whereof, as taken by 
eicker emolu- Cicero (1, De Natur. Deorum ) lies in theſe words. 21d 
ment, or a= 
leftation, from 
the Univerſe, 


antem erat, quod concupiſceret Deus, mundum fignts &+ lumini- 
bus, tanquam e/Edilts, ornare ? St ut Deus melins habitaret ; 
antea, videlicet tempore infinito, in tenebris, tanquam in gur- 
guſtio habitaverat ? poſt autem; varietatene tum deleftari pu- 
ramus, qua Culum & Terras exornatas videmus ? que iſta 
poteſt eſſe obleftatio Deo, que ſi eſſet, nen ea tamain carere potu- 
;ſſet ? « What politique reſpeR put God upon the ſeryile office 
c« of an Adile> What motive preyailed with him to trum the 
« Univerſe with gawdy Aſteriſms, and imbelliſh the azure roof 
« thereof with yariety of refulgent ſtuds? ifto better his habitati- 
« on; tis a figne that foreyer before he was bur ill accommodated 
c« With a dark and narrow manſion : But afterwards, can we 
« conceive that he entertained and folaced himſelf with that va- 
« riety of beauteous forms, wherewith we obſerye both tories 
« of this great Palace to be adorned? What delight is that, 
« wherewith diyinity can be affeRed ? if atly ſuch there be, why 
c« would he ſo long deny himſelf the fruition of it ? 

Nor did Yeleins want a ſecond to joyne with. him in this 
bloudy defign for the affaſfination of that ſacred Truth, T hat 
God made the World chiefly for his own Glory; tor that witty 
villain Lucretias ( and the fineſt wits, if not maturely pruned and 
kept under by the ſeyete hand of Prudence, are the rankeſt Plants 
and moſt apt to run up ® the higheft impieties ) hath digeſted the 


. challenge into yerle, thus: 


Quidve novi potnit tanto poſt ante quietos 
Halicere,nt cuperent Vitam mutare priorem? 
Nam gaudere nevis rebus debere widetar, 
 Quo3weteres db ſunt ; ſed quernil accidit agri, 
T empore in anteatto, cum pulchre degevet av#um, 
Quid potwir nouvnratis amegym acconaere tali ? 4 
z 


— — 
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An, credo, in tenebris vita, ac mevore jacebat, 
Donec diluxit rerum genitalis origo2 &c. inlib. ;. 


After ſo long Content, what new delight 

Could th*happy Gods to this great change invite ? 
To affe& Innovation, doth confeſs 

The preſent ſtate obnoxious to diftreſs. 

He only can t'enjoy new things deſire, 

Whom the deficience of the old doth tire. 

What therefore couldDivinity perſwade, 

To leave his antient quiet, for a trade 

Of ArchiteQture ? Can TIthink, till chen 

Him cloyſterd ina dark and narrow Den 2 &c., 


T he Refmtation. 

Tis an Apophthegme fathered ( and that nor unjuſtly) upon 
Epicurns ; Pacere ſapientem omnia ſ#i canſſa, that a wiſeman 
in all his aRjons doth principally regard himſelf. And could not 
this learn his Scholars more diſcretion, then to doubt, whether or 
no God the Elixir of wiſdome, in this weighty operation had an 
eye upon himſelf, or reflefted upon his own concernment ? The 
Word, God, to a metaphyfical confideration, contains reaſons 
more then enough to decide this ide controyerfie, excited only by 
a predominion of ſenſua/ity. For when there was nothing exiftent 


belides himſelf; tis plain, that he could gratifjc nothing beſides 


himſelf: and as he not only derived the power of operating from 


Artic\e 2. 
The ſatisfa&o- 
ry refutation 

| thereof; 1nd 
Gods glory ma= 
nifeſted ro have 
been his prime 
and principal 
end.. 


himſelf alone, but alfo was the exemplar to himſelf; ſo alfo muſt - 


he be the principal Exd of his operation.The' End Tay, non nrili- 


ratis;as if his Eſſence were capatle of me/Sr ation, his Beatitude (o 


remiſs, as to admit of Angmentation, his Condition fo imperfect, 


aSto be improved by Alteration: fed glorie,which as he could not 
want, ſo was there no reaſon why he ſhould want. Sach was the 


Freedom of his WiHl, that no necefficy could conſtrain him to the 


rodudtion of any thing ; ſuch the Bapnty, that none could re- 
ain him fromthe yoluntary profufion of his goodneſs, When 


ewas indifferent to him, or to conftitute a World, or ro continue 


alone ; he yet was pleaſed to follow the propenſity of his own 
infinity 
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infinity Benignity, and to create : inſomuch as he judged it better 
that there ſhould be other natures beſide his own, to which he 
mightimpart the overflowings of his goodneſs ; then not. Ber- 
ter, I ſay, not for himſelf; for as the perpetual Emanation or 
diff uſion of his Goodneſs upon the creature, ſince time ( the Image 
of eternity, as Plato (in Timeo ) deſcribes it) began, hath not 
diminiſhed : ſo could not the Concentration, or Confinement of 
it tothe orb of his own eſſence, hayeleflened his Felicity ; which 
hath Plenitade and Conſt ancy for its Tupporcers, and is therefore 
raiſed above the imperfeQtions of Acceſs or Change. And upon 
this perſwafion ( I cannot forget to' ſpeak after the manner of 
men ) he youchſated to conſtitute all other natures that are be- 
ſides his own ; and more eſpecially Man : not that he might re- 
 ceiye any emolument from them, ſince himſelf is all goodnels, and 
by bone Pong all glory ; but that, conferring reſpective en- 
dowments upon them, he might haye convenient ſubjects , whereon 
to exerciſe his immenſe liberality and iake known his magnifi- 
cence. That fince the creation he expects from man the retribu- 
tion of Rewverence, Adoration,and Obedience ; ariſeth not ex in- 
digentia, from any need he ſtands in of, or benefit that redounds 
to him by the unfruitfull homage of man : but, me homines ſint 
erga ipſum ingrati, from his own free Love to prevent mans be- 
ing hurried into that miſery of Ingratirzde. I ſay, Miſery of 
Togratitude ; for that forlorn hope of hell having once taken 
poſlefſion of the minde of man, inſtantly brings in a ©. W's hoſt of 
perturbations, ſubyerts its goyernment, deſtroys its tranquillity, 
and fo layes it open to the deyaſtation of Infeliciry. ; 
And whereas they demand, hy God, if he:take any delight 
#1 theſe experiments af, his wiſedome, Power, and munificence, 
world ſo long endure the privation, or rather defett of that de- 
light? The olution is obyious, that this kinde of deleftation is 
no morethen Accidentary to him, and can adfer infinitely leſs of 
addition to that fulneſs of Beatirade, formally radicated in his 
Eſſence ; then one {mal drop of water ſ{uperaffuſed to the im- 
menſity of a million of Oceans. For ibs /ufficientiſs1mus, All 
to himſelf, is his peculiar Motto ; fince he hath the ſource of all 
that's Amiable and Delefable,- arifing from , and perpetually 
flowing 
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flowing round his own moſt perfe& nature, nor can he be af- 
feed with the unequal oblation of humane Doxologie, otherwiſe 
then by refleAing upon his own Goodneſs, which freely ordained, 
formed,and diſpoled man to that honourable and beatifical duety: 
and therefore that ſentence of the School Divine, 2 uicquid agit 
preter ſeipſum,ad alterins commodum ſpettat, deſerves our grate- 
tull afſent ; for all his Extris/ſecall or Emanative operations 
look direitly upon the benefit of that Creature, whom he hath 
adopted to be the obje& of his Love, which is Man ; obliquely 
upon the conyenience or accommodation of all other Creatures, 
neceſſary or adjuyant to the well being of that Fayorite; and b 
reflexion, upon his own munificetce. And hence is it manifeſt, 
that he adorned the Univerſe with afteriſms, and beautified the 
heavens with radiant lamps ; not that he might better his own 
habitation, which is impoſſible, he being a manſion to himſelf,and 
his eternal condition being extreme felicity : but proyide a more 
commodious place of reſidence for men, for whole ſake principal- 
ly ( after that of his own Glory ) he. intended the Creation, He, 
doubtleſs, could want the illumination of neither Sun, nor Mo 
whoſe dwelling is in light inacceſſible ; nor be enriched by the 
faint ſplendor of the Stars, whoſe glory is ſo refalgem, that we 
hyperbolize the luſtre of the Meridian Sun, when we define it to 
be the ſhadow of its Creator ; and fince thoſe ſhining orbs are 
but pale tapours kindled at his more ſplendid abyſs of light, how 
infinitely more lucent muſt his efſence be,who is deſcribed by ſome 
to be Superſubftantialis Lux ? ( Athanas Kircher in metaphy- 
fic. Lucis & umbre, Epichiremate 5. ) Nor can we fay lels of 
that admirable variety of forms, wherewith we obſerve both 
ſtories of the World to be adorned ; for if they appear fo full of 
Elegance and beauty ; how incomparably more fair and amiable 
mult their Maker be, who is the Sox/ of P ulchritude, and by the 
Analogy which they hold tothe comely ideas in his intelle&t, all 
things are determined to perfeion ? For that mighty Caſe, 
which cangive being toſo many various perfeRions, muſt ofne- 
ceſſity poſleſs all thoſe perfetions, modo eminentiort, ita tran- 
ſcendent manner. Wherefore the excellencies of his own nature 
did, before he was pleaſed to create others, ſo amply ſuffice to the 
M Accompletion 


7 
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" Article x. 
Their ſecond 
Argument ; 
that God had 
no eſpecial re- 
gard to the be- 
nefit of May : 


and the 


Accompletion of his beatitude ; that they now at this day wholly 
ſuffice ro the ſame; nor is he capable of having his Felicity en- 
creaſed by the contributions of any thing without himſelf, And 
fince all things created, are nought but certain Emiſsions, or as it 
were deradiations, which he pleaſed to diffuſe from himſelf - tis 
perſpicuous, that before that Diffuſron he comprehended all 
natures in his own, as in their Fountain, and therefore could not 
have his being mehorated by their prodution ; as allo, that he 
may at pleafure, adnihilate all again, with no moredetriment to 
hisglory, then the Suncan want thoſe beams, which yeſterday it 
emitted upon my hand. | | 


Es SJ 


Szcr. I... 


N eque Hominum gratia . 


4 Pin ſecond Poſition he likewiſe infinuates, by the fame im- 
L poſtureofenſnaringthe minde in a complex {ſeries of 2 ue- 
ſtions, afterthismanner;; « If all things were conſtituted by God 
« for the ſake of Man onely, as you affirme, then either for the 
c peculiar intereſt of 3/i/e men or Fools ? if for the ſole behoof 
« of Wiſe men ; then. a far leſs proviſion: might haye ſerved 
« the turn : for no age couldever glory in the-produCtion of ma- 


« ny ſuch at once; and if all that eyer were, or ſhall be, met toge- 


« thet into one colonie,a very ſmal Iſland mightbe both largeand 
«.rich enough to mnmeetine ar them with neceſlaries: and fo the 
« orcateſt part of the creation muſt be confeſt ſuperfluous, as to. 
« the principal-deftination thereof ? But if for Fools only. ; then 
« you entangle your ſelyes.in a two fold Tncongraity. Firſt, you 
« entrench upon ay 169 of the Creator, ſince thereby you im- 
«« plicicely confeſs, that he was partial in conferring ſo gteata be- 


« hefituponthoſe, who tnuſt ſo ill deſerve, as not to know right- 
« ly how to uſe it: Secondly, you infringe his Providence, by 
* pt foe hot to have bad a fordfight'of the unfuirfulnefs of 
« his chief 


deſign, which mitt miſcarty and be quite loſtjn'a con- 
x | « trary 
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« trary event : Fools being without any diſpute, moſt miſerable 
« in that they are Fools; for what can be reputed a more abſo- 
« lute miſery, then Fatuity ? And if for the conjunRtiye intereſt, 
« or promiſcuons concernment of -both ; then do you offer yio- 
«« lence to the goodnels of the Archietet ; in regard, that during 
« life there unayoidably occur ſo many bitter diſcommodities, 
« that wiſe men cannot {weeten them with the compenſation of 
« Commodities: and Fools neither ayoid them as they approach, 
« nor endure them when they come, &c. 

Nor was Yelleixs (fingular inthis error ; for Laftantins (Lib,7 . 
cap. 5. ) hath accuſed Epicarss alſo of words to the ſame effect; 
which according to the record of his inditment run thus : 2 uid 
enim Deo cultus hominis confert beato, & nulla re indigents 7 
vel ſi, tantum honoris homins habuit, ut ipſins canſa munduns 
fabricaret, ut inſtrueret eum ſapientia, ut dominum viventium 
faceret, eumque diligeret tanquam filium ; cur mortalem fragi- 
lemque conſtituit ? cur omnibus malts, quem diligebar, objecit ? 
Cum, oporteret & beatum eſſe hominem, tanquam conjunttum 
& proximum Deo ; & perpetunm, ſicut eſt ipſe, ad quem colen- 
dum & contemplandum fignratus eſt. What adyantage can 
barren yeneration of man yeeld to God, who is perfectly happy, 
and knows no indigency? or, if he deigned to beſtow f high 
honour upon man, as to create the whole world for his uſe, to en- 
due him with wiſdome, to inaugurate him Lord royall of all li- 
vihg creatures, and loye him with as much affeionand indul- 
gence asa Son; why did he yet make him mortal, and fo fatally 
{ubje& to fragility ? why expoſe him whom he adopted to a filial 
love, to the invaſion of all kinds of eyill > when on the contrary, 
in all reaſon, man alſo ought to haye been both compleatly hap- 
Py, 2s being allied to God, by a very neer affinity ; and immor- 
tal as God himſelf, to the worſhip and contemplation of whom 
he was configurated. 

Lucretizxs allo would not be exempted from aQing a part in 
this tragical ſcene; but ſcorning to come behind the moſt ad- 
venturous Brayo , that had bid defiance to Diyingity, or be aut- 
done by any in the feats of Atheiſme : he not te all. the 


venoine in the former Arguments, but.adds much of Neomngt, 
M 2 ANC 


Fortification 
thereof by 8 


reaſons. 


anddiſtills ir together through his quill into 8 reaſons, 
I. That God reaps no benefit by the fealty and doxologies of 
man : Quid enim immortalibus atque beatis gratia noſtra queat 
largirier emolumenti, ut neſtra quidquam canſa gerere aggre- 
| derentur? 
2. That in caſe man had neyer had exiſtence, it could nor 
haye been unpleaſant not to haye been atall, Q#i pungam blan- 


dum vite guſtavit amorem, nec fuit in namero ; quid obeſft non 


eſſe beatum ? What never knew exiſtence, can nere- know the 
want of bliſs > Nothing can feel no woe. 

3- That the greatett moity of the Earth is wholly barren and 
| unprofitable to man. 


 Principiuo, quantum Cels tegit impetus ingens, 
Tnde avidam partem montes, ſylveque ferarum 
Poſſedere : tenent rupes, vaſt eque paludes, 

Et mare, quod. late terrarum diſtinet oras ; 
Ende duas perro prope partes fervidus ardor, 
Aſſidanſque geli caſus mortalibus anfert, &'c. 


4. That eyen from thoſe narrow cantons of the earth, which 


are ichabited;' men reap no other haryeſt, but what themſelyes 


haye ſown, with unceſſant toyle; nor doe they find any ground 
fruitful, but what they have manured with their own induſtry, 
and enriched withthe falt dew of their oyn laborious brows: 


ned ſupereſt arvi, tamen id uatura ſua vi 
Sentibus obducat, ui vis hamana-reſiſtat, ec, 


5. That even thoſe: fruits of the earth, which they haye fo 
dearly earned, with the profuſion of ſo many ſhowers of Fear, 
. frequently miſcarry, and become abortive ; the hopes of the 
husband-man being often fruſtrated by the unexpected interyen- 
tion of croſs ſeaſons, Uſtlagos or Blires, Mildewes, Sulphureous 
Meteors, late Froſts, high Winds, 8c. 

6. Thatif neither the world, nor men, had eyer been exiſtent; 
their' Tdeas had neyer falne under the conception of the divine 


intellect. 7. That 
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7 That poor, weak, and fragil manis obnoxious to deftrudi- 
on by a thouſand divers. contingencies ; the ravenous appetite of 
wild Beaſts, the deleterious punRures of Serpents; the conflagra- 


tion of Lightning, the contuſion of Thunderbolts, the eruption of 


Earth-quakes, the arſenical eruRations of Minerals, the epide- 
mick contagion of Peſtilential Diſeaſes, kindled either by Ano- 
malous ſeafons, Tempeſts, er malignant impreſſions in the acr ; 
theinyaſion of inteſtine infirmities, upon the civil war often brea- 
king out between the Heterogencities of his bloud, or a mutiny of 
his Elements ; and though he eſcape all theſe, yer doththe Palkie 
hand of Time ſoon ſhake down his ounce of ſand, and thenturn 
him over to be deyoured by oblivion, 


$. Tum porro per, ut [avi projeftus ab und 
Navita, nudus humi jacet infans, indigns omni 
Vitai auxilio, cum primum in luminis oras 
Nixibas ex alvo matris natara profudir, 
Vagitnque lecum lagubri complet, ut equam */t, 
Quoi tantum in vita reſtet tranſire malorum. &c, 


That Nature ſeems more a ſtep-mother to man, theh ahy 
other Animal; having caſt him into the' world naked, feeble, un- 
armed, unprovided for in all bur want, and by his carly tears por- 
tending that deluge of calamities, which in caſe he be ſo miſerable 
to ſurvive his birth, muſt drown all the comforts of his life, and 
waſh him into earth again after a ſhort flight of time ; in brief, 
ſhe expoſeth him, as a baſtard, to be taken up and nurſed by the 
charity of that giddy headed goſſip, Fortune : who hath no 
ſooner ſmiled him into ſtrength enough to ſuffer, but ſhe con- 
tracts her browes, difinherits and abandons the deſolate wretch to 
all the hardſhip and afflitions, that the witty malice of Fate (to 
whom our tortures are pleaſures, and:the hoarſe groans of the 
rack ſound perfe&t melody ) can either inyent or inflict. | 

And thus have we heard, in Summary, the plea of thoſe three 
eminent Leyellers, who endeyoured to ſupplant man of his birth- 
right, to take away the prerogative of his nature, and reduce him 
tO no greater a ſhare in the fayour of his Maker, then the —_— 
| M 3 of. 
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Article 2. 
The toral re- 
dirgution 
thereof by a 
commontitrice 
that. t”e benefit 
and felicity of 
man,was Gods 
ſecondary 
end : and the 
' inpoſlibility of 
ſarisfaRtion to | 
the fiſt end, by 
any cre:ture * 
bur man, CON=s 
cluded,from 
bis 


T. 
R ationality. 


of his fellow Animals. It comes how to our turn to examine, 
whether their Arguments are ſtrong enough to carry the Caule. 


The Refutation. 


That God, in his atcheivem of the Univerſe, had a principal re- 


. gard * to ay, above all other the works of his hands ; and 


conlidered him, tanquam finem interjettim, as the ediate or 
Secondary End, his own Glory being the Immediate or Primary, 
or, more plainly, the end of that end : isclearly deduceable eycn 
from this ; that man only among that infinite variety of natures 
liſted in the inventory of the Creation, is conſtituted ina capacity 
to ſatisfie that firſt end; his intelleftuals, or cogitative eſſence 
being, by a genial verticity, or ſpontaneous propenſion, qualified 
to admire, in admiration to ſpeculate, in ſpeculation to acknow- 
ledge, in acknowledgement to laud the Goodneſs, Wiſdome, and 
Power of theWorlds Creator ; While the ignodle Faculties of all 
other Animals areterminated in the inferior offices of ſenſe, nor 
ever attain aboye the inconſiderate operations of their brutal ap- 
petites. And this one reaſon, if duely perpended, will be found 
of weight enough to counterpoize all thoſe empty frothy fo- 
phiſms allcaged to the contrary: nor can any zquitable confide- 
ration ( if I rightly underſtand its value ) allow it to be much 
leſs then Apods#ical. I fay if duely perpended : for weare not 
raſhly to underſtand this peculiar Adequation or Przeminence 
of man to conſiſt in the bare Vprightneſs of his Figure, which 
accommodates him Celum intueri , & ereftos ad ſider tollere 
vaults. For, according to the vulgar acceptation of Erettneſs, 
and as it is conſidered to be a poſition oppoſite to Pronene/s, or 
the horizontal ſituation of the Spina dorſs, or rack bones in Ani- 
mals progredient with their bellies toward the earth : man hath 
no reaſon to'boaſt a {ingularity therein. Since many other Ani- 
mals, as the Pengui», a kind of water fowle frequent upon the 
fraights of Magellan ; the deyout inſe& of Proyince, or Pregs 
Dio, the praying Graſhopper, ſo called becaule for the molt part 
found in an upright poſture anſwerable to that of man, whey his 

hands 
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are elevated at his deyotions; the Birowr , which my ſelf hath 
ſometimes obſerved ſtandiog upright asan arrow falne perpendi- 
cular, and his eyes fo adyanced, as to ſhoot their viſual beams 
point blank at thezenith, or vertical point of heaven ; all Plane 
Fi/hes, that haye the apophyſes or proceſles of their ſpine carried 
laterally, or made likethe teeth of a Comb, as the T hor»back, 
Plaice, Flounder, Soles, &c. and their eyes placed in the upper 
fide of their head, and ſo pointing directly upward ; and diyerſe 
others attaining an welinely beyond his,and by reaſon of the ſubli- 
mimity of their faces taking a far larger proſpect of the firmament. 
For man cannot look ſo highas the AXquinoRtial circle, unlefshe 
either recline the ſpondils of his neck and loyns, or place him- 
ſelf in a ſupine poſition. And therefore Lattantins, though he 
conceived his argument impregnable, when he ſaid ( Z:b.7 .cap.5.) 
. Quod planins argumentum preferri poteſt, & mundum homints, 
& hominem ſua canſſa Deum feciſſe,quam quod ex omnibus Ani- 
mantibus ſelus ita formatus eſt, ut 'oculi ejus ad celum adiretts, 
facies ad Deum ſpeftans, vulrus cam ſno parente communis 
fit ? to himthat ſhall licerally interpret the ſame, cannot appear 
to haye ſtopt the mouth of contradiRion : uuleſs perhaps we 
ſhall afford him ſo much fayour, as to reſtrain the ere&nes of 
man to that preciſedefinition of our Maſter Galen ( De uſu part. 


lib. 1.) which allowes thoſe Animals only to haye an ere& figure - 


whoſe ſpines and thigh bones are ſituate in right lines, For in this 
ſtrict fhgnification , no Animal (for ought Zoographers, or thoſe 
that write the Natural Hiſtories of living Creatures have diſcove- 
red, or our ſelyes obſerved ) can exadlly falfill that figure, bur 
man;all others haying their thighs pitched at angles,cither right, or 
obtule,or acute,to their ſpines. And for this reſpe& was it, that ha- 
ving premiſed, that Jan only, was conflituted in a capacity to ſa- 
tisfie that prime end of the Creation, the glory of God; I thought ne- 
ceſlary to ſubjoyn, his inteRefbnal or Cogitative ſoul bring natu- 
rally diſpoſed to admire,&c.cthereby importing, that the baſis of my 

-Aroument was fixt upon the very root 'of his Eſſence, or better 
Nature, as Plaro calls it, whole propriety is /#r/um aſpicere, 
to look up ro his otiginal, and ſpeculate t 


e excellencies of his. 
Maker, And thus underſtood, I prefer Plats's _ 


of - 
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be 


Sermocina- 
1100, 


of #ybewreos, and am perfwaded that the primitive Grecian ſo 
denominated man, quaſi &redp3vre d inwns, Contemplantem 
que videt ; nor can I conceive that Anaxagoras ſpake other 
then tropologically, when being askt, car natus eſſer, he finartly 
and pathetically returaed, #t viderer caelum & terras ; by that 
figurative expreſſion intending, that man was made not to gape 
about or gaze upon the external beauties of heaven and earth, 
with the dull eye of his body : but to have his thoughts ſublime, 
and with the acies of his mind to ſpeculare the Wiſdome, &c. of 
him that made them. Now by virtue of this divine Prerogativye 

is it, that man is of undoubted right entituled ro the eſpecial care, 
and declared to be the Secondary end, or ſcope of the Creator. 
Burt farther to cxpatiate upon this manifeſt truth ;-were to light a 
candle to ſhew the Sun in the Meridian. | 


Nor by thetitle of Cogitation only, doth man lay claim to this 
dignity ; but he inherits a ſecond endowment alſo more noble 


then any -other Animal, whereby he is empowerd to fulfill the 


principal deſtination of the World, the glory of God : and that 


is Sermecination or Location. For the tongue of man only can 


own that charaQeer, Zezavoy Sranexlixiv, inſerviens ſermocinati- 


041 inſtrumentum, and can modulate the inſpired ar into arti- 
culate ſounds, and fo intelligibly proclaim the majeſty of his 
E fficient. This Laftantins wiſely urged againſt Epicxrus his 
objeRive expoſtulation, Que wtilitas Deo in Homine, ut eum 
proprer ſe faceret ? appoſitely oppoſing, ſcilicer ut eſſet,qui opera 
ejus intelligeret , qui providentiam diſponendi, rationem fasi- 
endi, virtutem Eo & ſenſu admirari, & voce prolo- 
qui poſſet, &c. and ( #1 lib. de Tra Dei cap. 13.) more plainly 


he lays, Num & mutorum cauſſa Deus laboravit ? minime, 


quia ſunt & rationts &# loquele expertia : ſed intelligimus & 


3pſa eodem modo ad uſum hominis a Deo fatta, &c. 


As for that-couchant Dilemma of Velleius, whether the World 
was intended for the uſe of wiſe men, or Fools : tis ſoon extrica- 


ted, by diſtinguiſhing the purpoſe of the Creator into General and 


Particular : and ſo returning, thatthe Goodneſs of God had a 


reſpeg tothe benefit of all,z» general; but of wiſe men in eſpecial. 
Now 
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"Now, if by ie men, he mean ſuch, whoſe minds are imbued 
with the maximes of Virtue, and their lives conform to the up- 
right rules of morality ( who only, in the judgment of Philoſo- 


phy, can challenge thac Attribute ) then isit not cafie to doybe, 


that the beneficence of God was loſt to them, or unadviſedly 
placed uponthem : fince their opportune, moderate; —_— 
tull husbandry of theſe bleffings, though it cannor be extended {6 
high as abſolute merit ; may yet reach ſo far asto jultifie che pru- 
dence of their donation, and manifeſt the proyident<ollocation 
of them upon conyenient ſubjeft, 5. e. upon ſuch as make it the 
conſtant buſineſs of their lives to learn how rightly to uſe them, 


and practiſe that excellent leſſon, of imploying all things to the | 


tcmporal tupportation, comfort, and improvement of themſelves, 
and themſelyes to magnific the bounty of that hand, that ſo free- 
ly beftowed them. 

And on the other fide, if by Fools he intend ſuch as are dege- 
nerated from the nobility of their nature, degraded below-meer 
Humanity, thac know no good beyond the prelent blandiſhments 
of ſenſuality, and haye ſworn themſelves voluntary captives to 


their own luxurious Appetites, ( and ſuch was the wiſe mans. 


fool ) then can neither the Juſtice of God be taxed for conferring 
ſuch rich fayours upon theſe , that know only how to 
abuſe them ; nor his Przviſion diſparaged, as not foreſeeingthe 
miſcarriage or unfruitfulneſs of his charicy : ſince he left it in the 
arbitrary power of their Wills ro make an eleftion of Good or 
Evill, to turn to the right hand, and purſue the real and true de- 


liches of virtue, or defle& onthe lefr, and beloſt in the deviations ' 


of the only apparent and falſe pleatures of vice: haying ſer before 
them the means both of Sapience and Reſipiſcence, and furniſhed 
them with adyantages and opportunities. either to acquire more 
knowledge, or at leaſt recantand diſclaim their ignorance. Or, if 
by Fools, he deſfigne ſuch as our common Ideots, in whomthe 
light of Nature is totally eclipſed, by lome native diſtemper, or 
non-ſymmetrical configuration, or contingent concuffion of the 
brain, or Preſence-Chamber of the 'Intelle& : then allo is the caſe 
the ſame with divine Prudence, ſiquidem ex ipſorum defipientia, 
carerorum ſapientia effloreſcist & "2 mags , hince. the 
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Article 3. 
Lucretins his 8 
reaſons ſubyer- 
ted, particu- 
larly. 

I, 


 olidity of an-ignorant hath chis uſe, that it ſerves as a foyl to 


ſet off the ingenuiry of the knowing, and by the incomparible 
diſparity which appears atthe conference of thoſe two contraries, 
infinitely enhanceth the yalue of wiſdom. The ſatisfactory force 
of this Gobericn maturely perpended, it can be reputed neicher in- 
cogitancy mor precipitation in me to omit the prolix a ppropriati- 


.on of thoſe pertinent ſwmilirudes; rhatthe wary husbandman doth 


cultivate and prepare his ficld, as well for the fertility of Pulſe, as 
Wheat ; that the moſt skilfull Gardiner provides room in his 
nurſery for the ſprouting of wild degenerous, and barren plants, 
25 well as for the geniculation of wholſome, generous and fruitful; 
that Princes account Plebeians, as well as Nobles, members of 
their Common-wealth ; and that Apelles prepared his Tables 


as avell torecetvetheblack of ſhadowing, as the finer touches of \ 


his Pencill,and the brighter gradualities of Colours, in emulation 
of the life. And this, not only becauſe I conceiye the objefion 
Hready morethen zefuced, and therefore all that can be ſuperad. 
ded may ſound a8 nathing to the purpole : but chiefly becauſe 
Iuriderfiand, that the Logick of ſmiles, or the way of probation |. 
by Comparatives, is.at beſt but Analogi/me ; andrherefore in- 
confiflent with my allumption of declining all but Demon/trati- 
0115, Of Reaſons cqually conyidtive. | 
As for that demand, #/hy God did not endow his favorite with 
immortality, but expoſed hims to the ftroke of death; it is manifeſt 
that the ſoul of 'man is confticruted iminorzal, and ſhall enjoy a 
being to all eternity,” by the Charter of its Efſence, and not ex 
ratia only, as MF. Hobbs endeyours to affert { 3n Leviarhah) 
Butthe demonſtration of this grand truth, being too large to be 
circumſcribed by a Parenthefis, or foiſted in by way of digreſſion, 
Thaye reſeryedfor a fingular Chaprer in the furare. 


For thoſe remaining difficrities captained in the Arguments of 
Lncrerine; they are ealily falyed, by anſwering ſuccin&ly to the 


Firſt; catthe motive which'inclined the divine Will to create 
the World, was not any poflibility of emolument accruableto 
God from the weneration and gratitude of man : but the yolun- 
tary 
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tary diffuſion of his own communicative goodnels, in-chief; and 
the benefit of man, as ſubſervyient thereto. 


, 

Second, that though that Axiome be undeniable, Now entis 
non ſunt accidentia, and therefore it could haye been no trouble to 
us, not to haye been atall ; yet that invincible reluRtancy againſt 
Aanihilation, radicated in every vital entity, is demonſtration 
enough, that to be, is far better then nor to be, and we our ſelves 
experimentally find, that tis one degree of happineſs to have ob- 
tained exiſtence; becauſe tobe nothing, is a meer Privation ; to 
be ſomething, atrains to the perfection of Reality. Upon which 
ground many have erefted' a conjeQture, the the deyill himſelf 
would not conſent to. his own Adnihilation, though he might 
eyade his torments by the bargain : with adyantage preferring 


the miſerable condition of ſomething, to the horrid opacity of 


nothing. 


Third, that God made ſuch abundant provifion conduRtiye to 
the utility of men, that both from the Amplitnde and Variety of 
his work, they might colle& matter ſufficient to incite them tothe 
conſtant contemplation of his 7/5/dome, and gratefull acknow- 
ledgemetit of his Afunificence : as allo, that having obleryed 
what of the Creatures were leſs commodious, they might bedi- 
reed in their ele&ion of the more commadious and beneficial, 
as well for their Conſeryation as Delight. 


Fourth, that the labours of Agriculture are ſuperfluous; and 
voluntarily undergon by man, more for the maintainance of his 
delicacy and On nyery, then the proviſion of Neceſſaries 
ta his livelyhood. . Since the ſame liberal earth, which is Mother, 
Nurſe,and/ Purveyer roall other 4nimals, cannot be thought in- 
hoſpitableto man only,nor ſo cruelly penurious as to exclude her 
beſt guelt from panticiparing the inexhauſtible boiity of her table, 
And though wegrant ſome moderate labour neceſſary in order to 
the comfortable ſuſtentation of our prodigal bodies, always upon 
the expence; yet haye'we good caule to eſteem that more a bleſſing 
then a curle, ſince the {weat of — is ſweet. Not __— 
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cauſethe ative genius of man is conſtellated for buſineſs, and 
therefore neyer more oppreſt then with the burthen of idleneſs;; 
but alſo becauſe the ſprightly hopes of a wealthy harveſt fweeten 
and compenſite the Tabour of feminarion. Nor is the contentment 
which growes from ingenious Husbandry much below any other 
ſolace of the mind, in this life ; if we way credit the experience of 
many Princes, who having ſurfetted on the diftraRtions of royal. 
ty, have yoluntarily quitted the magnified plealures of the C ourt 

( magnified only by ſuch ambitious Novyices, who neyer diſcoye- 
red the gall that lyes at the bottom of thoſe guilded ſweets ) and 
with ineſtimable adyantage exchanged the tumulr of their palaces 

, for the privacy of Granges ; have found it a greater delight to 
H cultivate the obedient and gratefull earth, then rute that giddy 
beaſt, the multitude; a happier entertamment of the mind, and 
more wholſoine exerciſe of the body, to hold: the ealie plough, 

_ then ſway an unweildy Scepter, and reyell in the infatuating pomp 
of greatneſs, | 


$. Fifth, that thoſe prepoſterous ſeaſons, Blights, Mildews, Com- 

duſtions, 8c.  putretaRive accidents, that make the pregnant carth 

ſuffer abortion, and ſo nip the forward hopes. of the laborious 

fwain ; doe neither interyene ſo frequently, nor inyade ſo gene= | 

rally, as to introdnce an uniyerfal famine, or ſo cut off all pro- ) 

yifion, as notto leayea ſufficient ſtock of Aliment for the ſuften- | 

tation of mankind. 9 | 
6. Sixth, that the diyine Intelle& was the uniyerſal exemplar 

ro it {&f, framing the types or ideas both of the world and'of 

man, within it ſelf, and accordingly configurating them. This may 

be evinced by an argument 4 mori ; ſince eyen-our ſelves haye a 

power to defign and model ſome artificial engine, whoſe partern 

or idea we never borrowed from any thing exiftent without the 

circle of our ſelyes, burcoyned in the-folitary tecefles of our mind. 


% Seventh, concerning mans beitg obnoxious to the. injury of 
many Contingencies, as the yoracity of wild beaſts, the yenome of 
Serpents, the conflagration- of Lighting, the contagion of the 

| Peſtilence 
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Peſlilence, the corruption of ſwarms of other diſeaſes both epide- 


mick and ſporadick, &c, that all cheſe are the regular effets of 


GodsGenerall Providence, and have their cauſes, times, and fina- 
lities preordained, and inſcribed in the diary of Fate, to whoſe 
preſcience nothing is contingent . But of this more ſatisfactorily 
m our ſubſequent confideration of uniycrial Providence ;, whither 
in cirigels of method, it refers it ſelf. 


Eight, that this complaint againſt the unkindneſs of Nature, 
for producing man, tender, naked, unarmed, &c. is groſly un- 
juſt. For the imbecillity of our Infancy is neceſſary to the per- 
feftion and maturity of thoſe noble organs, contrived for the ad- 
miniſtration of the-mandates of that Empreſs, the Copitant Soul; 
and is amply compenſated cirher by the vigor Io. acutcneſs of 
the ſenſes, or by diuturnity of life. It being obſerved by Natura- 
- lifts, thar thoſe Animals which live long, have' a long geftationin 
the womb, a long infancy, and-attain bu flowly totheir maturity 
and ſtandard of growth ; the four general motions of life, Ixcep- 
tion, Augmentation, Stare and Declination, carrying ſet and pro- 
portional intervals each to other, as that truly noble Philoſo- 
Pher, Scaligey hath hinted, in his corre&tion of that fabulous rra- 
dition of the extreme longzyity of Dcer in theſe words: De ejws 
vite longitndine fabulantur, neque enim ant geſtatio ant incre= 
mentum hinnulorum ejuſmod; ſunt, ut praſtent argumentun 
longevs Animalis. As forhis being born »aked ; tis no disfa- 
your, nor negle& in her, for thatcumberſom wardrobe of rages, 
which man hath gotterrupon his back, is become neceſlary only 
by the delicacy of his education and cuſtome, not1o intended by 
naturein the primitive ſimplicity and cucrafie of his conſtitution; 
when there needed nothing bur the skin cicher to warme, or adorn 
the body. Laftly, thoſe Armes, which Nature hath denied him; 
either he wants not at all, or his own ingenious hands can proyide: 
at plealure.. "pF 
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T he General Providence of God, 


DEzMONSTRATED. 


Sucr, I. 


& He Synopſis of my method, exhibited inthe hem 
Ys of the firſt Setion of the firſt Chapter, was de- 
GR figned as a clue to condudt the thoughts of my 
ry Ji\ ; Reader along the ſeries of thoſe Atrribares of 
A - the /xpreme Exs, which ( as being of moſt gene- 
= = ral concertiment, and ſuch as may be clearly de- 
monſtrated by the Light of Nature, eyen to; thoſe, who cither 
never heard of, or except againſt the teſtimony of Holy Writ ) 
I haye promiſed toilluſtrate, by the conviction of Arguments de- 
duced from that catholique Criterion, Reaſox ;. to. whole Judi- 
cature all Nations and: Ages have readily (i 


itted, theiraflent : 
and therefore I am not neceflitated here to inſert any farther ex- 
planation of the connexion and dependence of this 7 heme. upon 
the precedent; but only, in ayoydance of miſconception, to ad- 
vertaſe, that. when I ſay, the Creation of the World ex nihilo, and 
the conſtant Conſervation of the ſame in its primitive order and 
harmoriious Coefficiency of cauſes ſubordinate, are the general 
operations of the Wi/dome and Power of the Firſt cauſe ; T doe 


- not intend, that thoſeare Atts really diſtintt each from other (for 


inthe demenſtration of the Exiftence of God tis plainly, though 


ſuccinQly eyinced, that the Conſervation of the Univerſe is no- 
thing 
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thin 

comeodn my theory to the cuſtomary notions and terms of the 
Schools,and yeeld to the necefficy ofa diviſion in the groſs capa- 
city of mans underftanding, in order to the more gentle enforce- 
ment of a fable beleif. | | 


The At of Conſervation of all things in their originary ations, 
and the perpetual obedience of ail tecond Cauſes, in their ſeyeral 
motions, tothe laws of his will, that elemenred them ; hath eyer 
been called Providence divine :which derived high enough, ſeems 
to import, the conftamt operation of an infinite Wiſdom, and infi- 
nite Power,combined in the effwſiou of an infinite Goodneſs, This 
Providence forto that Appelfation,” as-molt antient, moft-com- 
mon, and therefore meſt familiar, 1fſhall adhere) moſt Clorks: 
have branched into Gewer al, - the government of the 


whole Univerſe is adminifired : and Part ionlar;, or! ſpecial, 


whereby God doth take ſpegial care-of mankind, 


and the 
affairs of his maſter-peice, Now according'to this ry Bia ; 


fron, rauſt 1 range my forces imo xwo Files, 'and draw up onet6 
defeat thoſe Atheiſts, who have proclaimed open hoſtilicy againſt 
the-Firſt ; and the other to ſyabdue thoſe, that haye declaxed 
againſt the Second. 


The Colonell to that black regiment, that fought againſt the 
opinion of the goyernment of the Wotld bythe Sceptre of Divi 
Monarchy, is generally accounted Epicure; but inthe anthen- 
rique records of Szobars ( Ecl. Phyſ, 25.) we may finde him to 
haye been no morethen Captain-lievtenant to Lemrippas, who of 
all the Grecian Philoſophers, whoſe doftrines haye eſcaped the 
{purge of oblivion, wasthe firſt chat appeared inthe field agninf 
univerſal Providence, and not1ong after ſurrendred” the Naffe to 
Democritns the elder, whoſe nnmediate facceſfor was Heraclitns, 


as we are told by Nemeſins ( De nat. Homin. 12. ) But whoever. 


led up the yan, was cloſdy followed 'by many both of the ſame 
and ſucceeding ages ; the moſt eminent whereof wet&Dicear- 
chus (Cicero 4, Academ.) Strato (ldem de Divinati'2,) Ennins 
( Tdem de Nat. Deor, 3.) Lucretins ( Libro ejms 2, ) Velleiws 
( Cicero 


but the Att of Creation prolonged or continaed') but only : 


. ſame, 


Article 2. 
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on andreceived 
Diviſion of di- 
vine Pcovi-- 
dence, 


Article 3: 
A ſhortliſt of 


© the principal 


ethoick Phyſzo- 
logiſts, who, in 
order to their 
propagation of 
Atheiſm, have 
attempred the 
eradication of 
this magiſterial 
verity ot divine 
Providence : 

&a gentle cure 
of S.Hieroms 
wound, cauſed 
by bis venial 
lapſe from the 


The General Providence of God, demonſtrated. Ch ap.4. 


( Cicero de Nat. Deor. 1. ) Lucian(in bs Accas, ) who likea 
facetious villain, perſonates Z»piter complaining of the oppreſſion 
of oyermuch bufineſs ; nay «8 deyourt Father S. Hieron. ( in 
Comment. in Abac.) ſeems to have eſpouſed the quarrel, though 
doubtleſs upon another intereſt. His words I ſhall faithfully tran- 
ſcribe for two important reaſons. Firſt becauſe I would not ap- 
pear to have fixt a ſcandal upon ſo yenerable a Pillar of our 
Church, who otherwiſe hath deſerved fo amply of the Chriſtian 
faith; that the conſideration of the tranſcendent merits of his 

tous labours had once almoſt perſwaded me to beleiye the poſli- 
bilicy of juſtification by works. Secondly, to deliver his memory 
from the imputation of impiety; for ic may be naturally colleted 
from the ſyntax and ſcope of his diſcourſe, that ic was a noble 
eftcem which he had of the majefty of the Divine Nature, whom 
he thought too fully taken up with-the blisfull contemplation of 
his own ions (in truth, the only Felicity God can be ca- 
 pable of )to be concerned in ordering the rrifling occurrences of 
the world ; and not any conceit of the inſufficiency of omnipo- 
tice, that caſt him upon this , rock. Ceterum ab/urdum eff 
( fays he ) ad hec Des deducere majeſtatem ut [ciat per momenta 
ſfengula, quot naſcantur culites, quotve moriantur : quot ci- 
micum & pulicum & muſcarum ſit in terra multitudo : quants 
piſces in aqua natent, & qui de minoribus majoram prede ce- 
dere debeant. Non ſimus tam farus Adulatores Dei, ut dum po- 
tentiam ejus ad ima detrahimns, in noſipſos injurioſi ſimus, ean- 
dem rationabilium, quam irationabilinum Providentiam eſſe 
dicentes, 

So that his diminution of the uniyerſality of Providence, may 
ſcem the pardonable effeR. of immoderate devotion, and but a 
high trained deſcription of the glory of that eſſence, which in 
ſtrict truth, can be concerned innothing but itſelf; and muſt then 
appear to be undervalued, when moſt magnified by the extenſion 
of its influence to petry and trivial mutations, and conceived to 
act a part inthe interludes of Flies, order the militia ef Piſmires, 
and ” An what, and how many Gnats ſhall be devoured by 
lwallowes in a ſummers day. But as for Epic#rgs,.and the reſt 
of that miſcreant crew ; tis more then probable, that a quite 
different 
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different intereſt inveigled them into this dangerous error. For, 
firſt, their own writings barerecord, that they made it the grand 
ſcope of their ſtudies to promote Atheiſme, by plottmg how te 
undermine the received beleif of an omniporeat eternal Being, 
ro murder the immortality of the Soul ( the baſis of all religion ) 
and deride the Compenſation of good and evil ations after death, 
In particular, Epicurus did notbluſh to profeſs thatthe chief end 
at which his Phy/fology was collineated, was this ; #t mens ex 
perſpettis cauſis conquieſcat, neqne aliam eamq ue divinanm [ub- 
eſſe cauſam ſuſpicando, felicitatem interturbet. And Secondly, 
the grounds upon which they erc&ed this deteſtable negation of 
univerſal Providence, may ſufficiently fatisfie a heedfull enquirer; 
that not any intenſe honour or veneration of the moſt perfect a 
happy nature,tran{ported their minds to this height of deluſion: but 
xather a confirmed #»fideliry of the infinity of his Wiſdome and 
Power which is affirmed by us,that maintain the diffuſion of Pre- 
vidence over all, and deſcry the finger of Divinity in the ſmalleſt 
ations of inferior cauſes, though ne*re ſo contemptiblein the eyes 
of Humane reaſon, But a more ample knowledge of this doth effer 
it ſelf to our thoughts, in the particular examination of their Ar- 
guments : to which we therefore immediately addreſs, 


The Firft Argument they drew from the apparent incompati- 
bility of buſineſs and happineſs ; or more plainly, from the yaſt 
diſparity between the blisfull condition or contemplative quiet 
of the ſupreme Nature, and the trouble, or diſturbance ( for ſo 
their ignorance unfitly apprehended it ) that muſt ariſe from the 
overſight and managery of fuch infinite variety of Actions, as 
are every minute performed within the immenfe Amphitheatre © 
the World. For Epicarns, indiſcreetly attempting to take the 
altitude of the D:zvine Tntellef#, by the unequal Facobs-Htaffe of 
.the Humane ; raſhly inferred, that it could not'be extended be- 

the ſphear of its own manſion, and that no Intelligence 

C be fo large, as not to be oyerwhelmed by that Ocean of 
Cares, that muſt low from the multitude and diyerfity of con- 
tinual emergencies here below. This he contraRed into that ſen- 
tence ; Quod oft beatum & _— neque fibs habet, neque 
atters 


The Atheids a 
firſt Argument | 
againſt univer= 
fa Providence; 
with the abſurd 
and malicious 
comment of 
Lucretins there- 
upon. 


= 
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alteri exhibet negotiam +, Which fo pleaſed him, that he reputed 
it a Cornerſtone in rhe fabrick of ſcience, and enacted it to ſtand 
m the front of thoſe Sententie rate, which he dared Scepticity 
withall. 

Nor did his ſedulous Commentator Lxcyetins, recede an inch 
from the ſametext ; but fondly commenſurating the power of 
an 1nfinite wiſdome, by the narrow capacity of his own finite 
reaſon, preached tothe world ; that to afcribe the government of 
ſublunary affairs to the Gods, was impiety in the inference, and 
muſt implicitly deſtroy the fundamentals of their Divinity, which 
is made up of Beatirnde and Immortality, neithet of which can 
conſiſt with the perpemal diſquiet,and impetuous anxiery of mind, 
which the Adminiſtration of ſo yaſt and tumultuous a Common- 
wealth, as tis of the World, muſt introduce. For when he 
would impoſe, that the ſhoulders of Diyinity,though a real At/as, 
aretoo weak to ſuſtain ſo great a weight, asthat of RefFor Gewe- 
ral; _ 2 prevext - tender zeal Cn ooth) he _ 
thote ophanation, Oni ſunmun illiud, quicquid eff, tan: 
wiſts, ns mwwitiplici minifterio pollunnr, as Phang expreſſes it: 
and therefote exclaims. = 

Nam ( proh ! Santta Deion tranquilla peftora pace, 
ue placidum degunt evum, vitamque ſerenam ) 
Qzxt regere immenſs ſmmam ? 2 uw habere profunds 
Indu-mans validas potts eſt moderanter habenas ? 
ut pariter Color omnen convertere ? & onmer 
To nib 1herens terras [nffire feraceis ? 
Omnibres inque lect; efſe omni tempore preſts , 
Nwubibu ut faciat temebras, ealique ſerena 
Concutiat ſonitn ? tum fulmina mittar, & adets 
Sape [nas diſturbet ? & in dvver(a recedens 
Seviat. exercens telum ; go [ape nocentess 
Praterit, exanimatque indignos, inque merenters? &clib.2. 


Ah ! face the happy and immortal Powers 
In _ a melt thetr eternal houres, 
Feaſting on /e/f-enjoymient j who can keep 
The zaamof Nature ? Whe command the Deep ? 


To 
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To wind about the ponderous Sphears, what arme 
Hath ſtrength enough ? what [»fiwexce can warme 
The fruitfull earth with Fires etherial? who 

Can fill all places, and all ations doe ? 

To veil the face of Light with fable clouds, 

And wrap the lucid s&y in ſulph'ry ſhrouds : | 
Whole Coruſcations iplit the fluid acr, 

Conyell the feet of Rocks, and with deſpair 

Aﬀect poor Mortalsinto Quick ſilver : then turn, 
And with Granadoes his own Temples burn : 
Then dart his flames at Iymocence, and wound 
Virtue,while guilty Vice continues ſound ? 


Their other Argwment is extracted from the conceived V#- 
certainty and irregularity of Contingencies, and the nnequal 
diſpenſation of ada evil; all things ſeeming to fall outaccor- 
ding to the oldy lottery of Chance, and as confuſedly as if there 
were no Providence at all, This may be colle&ed as well from 
that ſpeech of Epicaras, charged upon himby that heroick Cham- 
pian of Divine Monarchy, Lattanrins ; Nulla diſpoſitio eſt, 


waulta enim fatta ſunt aliter, quam debmerant : as from 
the context of his Phyſiology, wherein having madeit his H 
theſis, that all bodies both cecleſtial and were athrft 


—— by _— 5.c, aroſe roluch and ſuch particular 
res, by the caſua ation, convention and complexion of 
Hored rnatter, FS into ſeyeral maſſes; and that, by 
the inclination of their convenient Figwres, they were adliged to 
ſuch and ſuch peculiar Afotions, ad accommodated to the ne- 
ceflary cauſation of determinate vyicjffitudes : he proceeds to re- 
duce all ſucceeding events in the World to that primitive ſeries 
of Cauſes, which made their own ſpontaneous eruption;out of the 
Chaos, and attained tothe certain rules of their future ativity, at 
the fame time they attained to their diſtinQtions and fingleeffences; 
denominating that chain of cauſalities, Nature, and holding her 
to be her own Direftreſs, and by the law of innate tendency ob- 
liged to a perpetual continuation of the ſame motions begun - 
O 3 [ 
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the firſt mitute of the worlds compoſure; according to that ex- 
clamation of Pontanns ( Lib..1. de Stellis, ). 

I uid vexare Deos fruſtra juvat ? ordine certo. 

Fert Natura vices ; labuntar & ordine certo 

Sydera ; tam varios rerum patientia caſus. 

Tila ſuos peragunt motns, ſervantque tenorem- 

Sorte datum, Ec... 


Whart'boot's it man with fruitleſs praiers to fret 

The Ears o'th Gods; when Natures Laws are (et, . 

Beyond Repeal or Alteration ? | 

The radiant Lamps of heayen ſtill. moye on 

In their old tracks :- nor canthe P/aner- ſtray, 

In all their wandrings, from their native way ; 

Or.change that-Tenor, which at-firſt they got 

Confign'd unto them, by their proper Lor. 

The reſult of all which is chatEpscarns would perfyade,that the.- 

Univerſe is. Commonwealth, wherein eyery fingle member is, by 
the fignatureand neceſlity of its particular conſtitution, inſtructed 
in, and impelled upon the preciſe performance of its peculiar 
office ; ſo as not to want the direRion of any Superintendent, or 
to conform to the direions of a General Conncel+- and ſeems to 
allow this only difference berween the univerſal Politie of the 
#Y0rld, and the;particular Republique of mankind ; that in this, 
men frequently make-deflexions, fromthe general ſcope, by rea- 
ſon of the ſeductionsof their unſtable and irregular judgments ; but 
in that,all individuals punRually Keep to their primitive aſſigna- 
tions,and ſo confpireto the ſatisfaction of the common interelt, by 
reafon of the conſtancy of their natures, and unalterable neceſſity 
of their forms, And this Abridgement of his do@trine, P/xtarch(de 
Fats ) hath prepaxed to our hands, when perſonating, Epicurns, 
he thus argues; Nulla eſt. opus ſapientia ordinis inſtruendi in 
exercits,. ſi militum. quivis ſua ſponte noverit locum, ordinem, 
fationem, quam accipere debet & tueri.: neque etiam opus oli- 
roribus, Fabriſve murariis, fi aqua illeic ultro. affluat indigen- 
thbus trratione plantis ; heic lateres,ligna, lapideſque eas, natura 
ance, motiones at que inclinationts ſubeant, quibus in ſua loca; 
kpque experitam concinnitagem coram, =» Now 
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Now for the other part of the Argument, viz, the anequal 


diſtribution of Good and Evill, and the ordinary intervention of The unequal 


many effefts inconſiſtent with the juſtice and righteons admini- 
ſtration of Divinity : this-is clearly hinted by Lucretins, who 
makes it the main ſcope of his ſixth Canto, to alienate mens minds 
from the beleif of an V niver/al moderator, by ſeyeral inflances of 
events, that ſeem-to hold too viſible an affinity to T emerity and 


Inconſideration,tohave any-relation ar all to the judicious method . 


requifte to Previdence ; and particularly rowers himſelf oyer 


that one example of the Thander-bolr, as if his reaſon had flown: 


to a pitch aboye all poſſibility of contradiction, when yet the 
ſummary of all-that bold diſcourſe, abſtracted by an imparrial 
hand , amounts to--no more then this. oh 

Since we obſerve the' Thunder-bolt ( 1: ) To be; for the moſt 
part, diſcharged on the heads of the {nnocenr, and not-the Guilty: 
(2: ) To batter Santa Deirm delubra, the Temples ofthe Gods 
themſelves, more frequently then common buildings: (-3..) To, 
be idly ſpent at random, upon the ſea and void Campanias; and' 
ſo ſeems not to have been the-Arrillery-of Divize Vengeance, pre- 
pared for the puniſhment of impious mortals: ( 4: ) To be gene- 


rated, like other meteors, by natural Cauſes, being a fulphureous 


exhalation compacted in the clouds; and thence darted: 4/4 wolee, 
or at a yenture;on whatever is fituatein the level of its projection; 
it appears att abſurdity of rimerous. ſuperſtition to beleive, that 
every ſingle occurrence is prxordained: by 373/dom, or thar'all ex- 
temporary Accidents haye their przſcripts in the book of Fate. 


And theſe are the Go/iah objeRions, or nerves of the Atheiſts . 
Remonſtrance againft Vniver/al Providence ; which though ma- - 


ny of the - Fathers, and particularly S. Clement ( in 5: Strom.) 
have decreed to be filed amongft thoſe: impious queſtions, that 
deſerye no anſwer but a whip, like the doubts of a Mahomeran in 


point of faith :+yer ſince -promiſe hath made ir my duty; to ett-- 
deyour the demonſtration ,of the Attributes of the divine nature - 
( ſuch at leaſt as occurre ro the I of a meer Philoſo- - 


pher, who hath'wholly referred himſelf ro the Teſtimenies of the 
Light of Nature ) by the conyiction of Reaſonalone; I am 
confident ſo clearly and fully- ro confute, that na man,. who 


Q.3 hath . 


2 


or injuſt di- 
ftribution of 
good and evill. 
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hath not tubbornly put out the eye of his foul, ſhall in the future 
remain a Sceptick, as to this particular, 


OO ——— 


S$8c7. i 


The FVindicatioy. 


> » 


Article 1. Irſt I plead the general conſent of all Nations and Apes in 
_— the Ng of Providence ; for, according jo the 
"4 2: $4 Logical Canons even of Epicurus ( apud Gaſſend. in Animad- 
Prolepticalz in= wverſ, in Canonic. Epicuri ) any motion, that is held in common, 
ferred from the and by long preſcription grown into xoryitv dyfIgamer merry, 
—_— of Anticipation , ought not to be doubted of ; as being its oyn 

pO Criterion, and from which there lies no farther Appeal. 


Articlez2. Now that all Nations haye met in one Chorus to proclaim the 
From the miſ- ynjyerſal and abfolute ſoyeraignry of Providence, cannot be ob- 
placed devot- cure to any , that haye , but with half an eye , glanced 
nt oarcrs. onthe Records of Antientand Cuſtomes of Preſent ; or bur con- 
ſidered, that eyen the Idolacry of the moſt Rupid and barbarous 
196 por ever lived, doth plainly commonttrate, that they paid 

their ſacrifices and orizons, as homage to ſome Power,which 
held the rains of kecond Cauſes, and could difpole them to the 
produftion of good or eyil eyents, accordingto his own bene- 
placers ; and therefore not only in publique Calamities, as War, 
Peſtifence, Famine, &c, but alſd inthe private diftrefſes of each 
Family and Perſon, they immediately addreſſed themiclyesto the 
SanQuary of their deyotzons, hoping by that mcans to appeaſe 
the anger of that flexible hand, that had the arbitrary donation 
of happineſs and miſery, | 


Article 3. 


From the con- 


feſion of moſt That all Philoſophers alſo ( who being generally reputed wiſe 
Philolophers men, and all their yery Teners exemplary ; could not but draw 
ofche higheſt whole ſhoals of under-heads into the fircam of cheiropinions ) 


form; as of 


gaVec 
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gavein their yotes on the {ide of Providence; canhot ceft much 
oyle to illuſtrate : ir being obvious, firſt, char 

Ecphantus with moſt of that elder fe, who gave in their names 
to the doftrine of Atoms, did yer eftabliſh the neceflary concefſi- 
on of tome uniyerlal Moderator, and unanimouſly referted the or- 
dination of all contingents, as well frequent as rate, auſpicious 
and inaufpicious, popular and domeftique, to the arbitrary dit- 
polal of one common Pilot, who fate at the helme of this great 
veſſel, the Univerſe. (Leg. Srobenum in Ecl. Phyſ,) 

Secondly, that thoſe alſo, who held the World to be Non- 
principiate, ot to have been fo old, as never to haye been young, 
did yer notwithſtanding condemn the delirium of Forrane, and 
concluded the gubernation - of all upon the ſx#preme popes, = 
For Plato ſeems1o [irongly convitted, and his.reaſon fo violently 
raviſhed into the armes of Divine Proyidence ; char, though he 
inclined to the eternity of the World, he yer conceded che pro- 
duction thereof in time, as a neceffary Hyporhefis, of foundati- 
on, whereon he might the more firmely cret his ſuperſirucrure of 
that magiſterial Truth, which otherwiſe would haye beert impoſſt= 
blero be made our, viz. The wniver/al Adminiſtration of Pre- 
vidence. And thus much he frequently declared, iz Lib. de Legi« 
bus : in Epinomide, & in Timao more expreſly ; out of which 
medication P/#utarch ( De procrear. Anim.ex Time, de Faro) 
colleged his tripartite diſtingtion of Providence. - Prima enim 
( fayshe ) & fuprema, eſt Primi Dei intelligentia, frve mavis, 
volantas benefica erga res omaes ; qua promuw ſingule divine 
res omnino oprime ac pnlcherrims ordinate ſmnt : ſecunda ſeonn-« 
dorum acorum per ealum incedentium qua ris moreales ordinate 
fiunt, & ſingulorum generum conſtantia atque ſalus proturatar: 
Tertia #0 inepte diettur Providentia, & drominart Geniorum, 

; Cir04 1EYr a8 Collorati, humanarum attionum: cuftodes atque 
in1/peftores ſmnr. | 

And Ariſtotle , who was mnch more bold and plainin his 
aflertion of the Worlds eternity, though ( in Arraphyſc 12. 
cap. 9. ) he pretends an unwillingneſs to haye the majeſtick fanGi» 
ty of the [ſupreme Narmre dilparaged, by being debaſed to the 


overſight of pe and inconiderale aſtirs routed beer below; 


| bp 
E cphant HS. 
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4. 
The Stoicks. 


5. 
The Acade- 
micks and 
Sceprticks. 


and therefore limited his juriſdiction to the cceleſtial orbs : yer 
was he forced to confeſsthe impofibility of the worlds ſubfiſtence 
in the due harmony and requiſite order of all its motions, withoucr 
the conſtant regulation thereof by Providence, as Laertins, The- 
odoretns, Stobeus, and other of his moſt judicious Expoſitors haye 
aſſured us. And upon this conſideration was it, that the good 
Father, Origenallowed him to haye been one degree leſs impious 
then Epicarns, Nay Cicero (2. de Natur. deoram) makes him 
upon ſecond thoughts, to have profeſſed a recantation, by allow- 


irg the ubiquity of the divine Wiſdome, and extending the anne 


of Providence, which he had formerly ſhortned and terminated 


in the loweſt ſphear, eyen to the meanclt of ſublunary paſſages, 
introduczng him diſguiſed ( doubtleſs ro prevent the diſhonour 
of unconſtaticy to his own principles ) under a third perſon telling 
a ſtory of ſome, 2s poſt evamtranſattum in locis ſubterrantis, 
& repente emerſs , intuitique hunc ordinem rerum, ipſum ſine 
numine eſſe non poſſe arbitrarentur. 
Thirdly,that the S:o;cks, albeir upon that yulgar 'prelumption 
that to affign the procuration of all minute and trivial occurences, 
to that Natwre,which is all Felicity arid 2wer,was implicitly to 
infringe the tight hand of its divinitygthey abridged its empire, and 
limited its an to the more weighty and popular actions of 
mankind only; were howſocyer zealous aflertors gf Providence;is 
manifeſt from that ſaying of Corra reproving Balpns, an eminent 
Stoick ( apud Cicer. de natur, Deor. 3.) At enim minora dis 
neque agellos fingulorum., nes viticulas proſequuntur ; nee | 


#redo, aut grando quidpiam nocuit, id Tovi animaduertendum 


fair ; nec in reguis quidem reges omnia minima carant : fic enim 
dicitss, &c- 

And laſtly, that the Academicks and Sceptichs were of the 
fame perſwaſion; howeyer being carried againſt the ftream of all 
Affirmative learning,by the contrary tide of their own Negative 
humor, and obliged to fall foul upon all truths, in ii of 
their own affected Neſcience; they haye been obſeryed to haye 
had. ſome light skirmiſhes with the Champians of Providexce. 
Nor need we acquieſce in the bare affirmation hereof, while to 
any man, that ſhall with cquanimity and attention a 

| their 
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their tender arguments againſt the opinion of general Providence, 
with thoſe more finewy and yehement reaſons of their profeſt neu- 
crality in many other notions ; there will offer ic ſelf a fair ground 
for more then conjecture, that they purpoſely contrived them ſoft, 
gentle, and difſoluble, that ſo they might ſeem neither to quit 
their habit of contradiRion, nor yet to dare the ſubyerſion of that 
catholick poſition, to which all men (thoſe few of the black 
guard of Hell, whom we lately nominated, excepted ) had ſub- 
icribed, and which the ditates of their own domeſtick oracle, 
Reaſon, had confirmed as ſacred and uncontrollable. To which 
we may annex the teſtimony of Gaſſendus, who (in Animadverſ. 
in lib. 10. Diogen. Laert. de Phyſrologia Epicuri pag. 731.) 
ſpeaking conjunRiyely of both thoſe ſects, faies thus : wt argu- 
mentati ſunt adverſus Providentiam, ſic opinion de providentia 
ſuam probabilitatem fecerunt, neque ſaltem ea fronte fuerunt, 
ut eſſe providentiam abſolute inficiarentar. | 


Now to take the juſt dimenfions of this Argument, let us al- 
low it, like Zanzs, to have two faces ; and then ſurvey the aſpect 
ofeacha part. On one hand it looks Abſolute and Apodittical: 
on the other only Perſwaſive. CE 

Apoditical ; fince the uniyerſality of any beleif ( ſuch eſpeci- 
ally, as harh eyer been atrefted eyen by thoſe, who haye made the 
profoundeſt ſearch into its fundamentals, and ſtreyned every nerve 
in the whole body of reaſon to demoliſh it, ) is no obſcure proof, 
that ic muſt be one of thoſe ajuuale, trons, or Implantate No- 
£1085, Which the lame hand, that made our nature, hath engrayen 
on the table of our minds, and left it not in the power of our de- 
prayed Wills totally to obliterate, 

Thar there areſome 1mplantate Notions, no man, who: hath 


| butlearned the Alphabet of his own Nature, will diſpute. Nor 
1s it leſs certain, that all Philoſophers have decreed Amticipation 


( which Ariſtotle ( 5n 1, Poſter. 1.) calls rpovmigyuony yramy, 
preexiſtentem cognitionem ; and Cicero hath int (14 
Nar. Deor.) notionem menti inſitam, & anteceptam quandam in 
animo informationem ) to be the Touch-ſtone of yerity : nay 
Empiricus himſelf forgot his cuſtome of Scepticiſme, when he 

P came 
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to this point, and grew poſitive ( adverſ. Gramm. & adverſ. 
Ethic.) * Uilliv, re dmgay #5 dyw writes, thatno 
man could ſo much as enquire, or doubt of any thing withour 
Prenotion. 


And that the Notion of the worlds regiment by univerſal 
Providence, is one of thoſe propofitious, Luc ſunt in nob!s adeo 
antique; ut iis, ex que eſſe & ſentire cepimns, evaſerimus infor- 
matt: which, like letters carved onthe bark ofa young plant, 
are imptefled upon out vety Intelle&, and grow up together with 
us; is already proyed collaterally and upon induction, in our 
Demonſtration of the Exiftenceof God: for therein it is cleared, 
that the excellent [dea, which we have of the Swpreme Beeing, 
contains all Perfeftioys whatever, and among the reſt, that noble 
Attribnre, Creator ; which to him that ſhall attentively confider 

the nature of Duration, muſt ſound one and the ſame thing, wich 


Conſervator, or Governonr. 


Only perſwdſive; fince himnane AuRority, confidered per [es 
is bur an inarrificial Argument, and bindsnor, bat wheir corfor- 
ted with others more rational, into one ſyndrome or multi- 
plex detronſtration :. nor is the concentration of all mens minds 
in one atid che fame afettion, an infalltble Criterion of its verity. 
Fot the judgernen of thin in generall Hyes open to the encroach- 
mers of Ertot, atrd the common infrrmicy of humane nature is 
not only difcoyerablein the groſs and viſible deluſions of vulgar 
heads { whofe bufinefs is to befeiye, nor examine ) br hath fre- 
quently broken out upon the foundeft brains, and confelt it df 
Epidemical in the abſurd miſtakes of the greateft Criticks of 

ruth, eſpecially in the promotion and tranſmifſion of opinions 
hetediraty atid'tradirionat. 
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2 us not, therefore, entruſt the ſupportation of ſo weighty a 
Truchto that fragile reed of Anuttority ; but give our ſelyes 
liberty co imagine, thatno man eyer beletyed or afferted an mni- 
yerfal Providence:and having thus deveſted our minds of all Pre- 
ſxmption, or Anticipation, expole them as tables newly deraſed 
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Article 1, 
Gods General 
Providence de- 
monſtrated by 
the 1dea of his 


Nature re- 


to receive the pure imprefſions or Gincere documents of the Light g:-&cd on our 


of Nature ; converting our contemplations, Firſt upon the 
Natyre of God, and thenee upon the moſt exatt order and confe- 
deracy of all ſecondary cauſes in the world, | 

Firſt, I (ay, ler us ſet our reaſon a work upon the narwre of the 
Firſt Canſe, or Eternal Being, and order our cogitations thus. 
The fame demonfration, whereby the mind of man is convifted 
of the Exiſtence of God, doth alſo at the ſame time violently,bur 
naturally,conclude hisnature to be ſo accomplifht in all Perfetti- 
0#7,45 to beaboyeall Acceſs or Addition. For manifeſtitis, that 
by the terme, God, every man doth underſtand ſomething to which 
20 perfe Hom 1s wanting : and ſhould it begranted poffible, that 
the mind of man could conceive ion more then whatis 
comprehended in the idea, which it hofds of the nature of God ; 
yet fill would that thing, to which'it cond aſcribe that perfeRi- 
on; be God. Since tisimpoſſible +0 cogitate any perfeQion, which 
is not the eſſential icry of ſome Nature: and to think 


Nature more perfedt then the D5vine, plainly abfurd ; becauſe 


we concetvethat to be moſt , or cfe we do not conceiyeit 
to be God; God, and Abſolyte Perfeftion being one and the ſame 
thing, and ordinarily conceived as one notion. Now, to beſo 
infinitely W5/e, Potent, and Good, as to order all things inthe 
world to the beſt, to regulate and predetermine the operations of 


all ſecond Caufes, to keep Nature her ſelf ſober and in tunay 


and ſo thoſe diſcords; which otherwiſe would ma mo- 
ment fucceed to the reduton of aflto 2 greater confalion then 
that' of the Chaos ; in a word, to conferve all things inexiſte; 
this no man will deny tobe a Perfeftion, fince we d; —_ 

- FN fetian 
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thoughts. 
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this ;: let us refle&; upon our 1dea of the,Deity, and;therein we 


ſhall 
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che import of this word, God; and not in the ſame numerical no- 
tion to underſtand him to be moſt F/3/e, moſt Potent, moſt Good, 
or in abſtratto, infinite Wiſdome, infinite Power, infinite Good- 
neſs aſſimilated,or rather identified into one ſimple eternal eſſence. 
For undoubtedly our minds would ſpeculate the Idea of a poor 
inconliderable and imperfect Divinity; if they conceived ir 
ſubjeCt to circumſcription;and apprehended his /nte/eft5on {o nar- 
row as not actually ro comprehend all things ; his Power fo re- 
ftrained, as to know Impoſsibility ; his Goodneſs ſo ſcant and 
ſhallow, as to be exhauſted ina partial diffuſwon, or limited by 
the admixture of Envy, (i.e. ) — from, or denied unto 
any of the works of his hand, out of a defigne.to delight, or glory 
in their infelicitys 


| Nowif God be infinitely wiſe, he mult be Omni/cievt ; and Article 2. 
conſequently, muſt underſtand not only the. imple and naked The ſame par- 
Forms of all natures in the Univerſe, but hold alſo a full and dear *icularly ſup- 
theory of their Eſſential proprieties, how and by what kind of *' wont Srparr 
aRivities they operate toward the ſatisfattion of their przdeſtinate buces, vie. his 
ends, and in'what-method they may be moſt conveniently diſpo-- W 

ſed ro maintain/the order and harmony of the whole ; and fo. Infinite | 
muſt know and exerciſe the due adminiſtration. of all things in this. ſaome. 

vaſt Common-wealth. I ſay, muſt kxow and exerciſe ; forif he | 4 
underſtood ;the politie or -method-of the worlds Gubernation, "4 
only Contemplatively : then would not his relcftion be com- NS: 
pletand abſolute in all points, and we ſhould havebecncom-. 
pelled to recurre to. our former deyice of cogitating ſome other 
nature. more perfe&t, which might be aQtually poſlefied of both 
the T heorical and Prattical Intelligence. Again, ſince Saprence 
doth-conhf in, and manifeſt ic ſelf cheifly by Ao», and the real bs 
adminiſtration of difficult and important affairs; with what bp 
ſhadow of reaſon can we argue God to be moſt Sapient, if we 2. I 
conceiye him to be dle, deyoyd-of all ation, and taking care of, = - 
nothing ? = 


Secondly, if God'be infinitely Potent, then muſt, he be Omn:- ; 
potent : and fo to his power there is no 4StYyemy,or impoſs1b1lity. Infinite Power. 
P'3 But - 


* —_ 
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3 . 
Infinite 


Goodneſs. 


But how canwe apprehend this aright, unleſs we firſt grant, that 
having produced all things, and endowed them with faculties re- 
ſpeRively inſervient to their conducement to the ſatisfaction of the 
general end ; he doth, through all the independent ſubdiviſions of 
cime, (5,e. ) conftantly, moderate their activities, in full con- 
formity to the prudent rules of his own if : and how can this 
be done, unleſs we allow him to havye a hand in all operations, and 
that both Cauſes and effects doe ſo fully and wholly depend upon 
him, that they can haye neither Exiftence, nor Motion, without 
the afſent and coefficiency of his Beneplacer. Again, Attior is 
the Pathognomonick, or proper manifeſt of Power ; nay, in pre- 
ciſc and orthodox logick, they are Correlatives, or twins that ave 
born, live and dye together ; and we arenotnew to learn, that 
Gods prime ſcope in the Creation,was to have an opportunity for 
the manifeſtation of his excellencies : if ſo, can Inattivity declare 


_ Smpreme Power, or a ceſſation from aRing not induce a ſuſpicion 


of Laſ5itude and imbecillity ? 


Laſtly, if God be s»finitely good; it neceſſarily followes, 
Goodneſs being Communicative, that all naturesmutt be ſenſible 
of, by participating that his inexhauſtible goodneſs, And with 
what unpardonable incogitancy can that be afferted, while we 
opinion that he doth concenter his goodneſs, and'when he hath 
created ſo many excellent natures, take no care or make no pro- 


| vifion for ther welbeing, but abandon them to the impendent mi- 


ſery of confufion 2 Might we not juſtly cenſure himof Maleve- 
tence or Eyvy if he ſhould withhold the communication of his 
perpetual Providence from the works of his own hands ; which 
muſt unavoydably periſh by theAntipathies of their Conſtitutions, 
and relaps into their primitive nothing inthat moment, when he 
ſhould intermit his aCt of Conſervation? Nay, ſoeffencial is the 
conſtant oyerſight and tuition of the Creator to theſubſiſtence of 
the Creature ; that ſome contemplatiye heads have her 

hinted a conjecture, that nothing ſhall go to the diſſolution of all, 
at the period of time, but the meer Ceſſation of Providence, or 
the dercfiction of Nature to the neceſſary diſcord of her ſeveral 
PUCEE: | | 

And 
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And thus hath the clue of Gods chief Atrribates ( chief in 
his relation to the World )in a direct line conducted qur ſingle rea- 
fon tothe demonſtration of his General Providence ; which in- 
deed, is the cleareſt mirror of his ſuperexcellent Nature, and ro 
the opticks of mortaliry doth' afford a lively reilexion of his 
infinite Wiſedome, Power, and Goodneſs. It ſucceeds. that we en- 
devour to look ar Providence through the Teleſcope or Per- 
ſpective of the World. 


Since God made the World, 2s hath been already proved ; it 
cannot bur be abfurd ro imagine, that he inſtantly dceſertedit , or 
having once impreft a yirtue of motion upon the greater wheels of 
this yaſt machin, immediately withdrew his hand from action, 
leaving them to be carried on by their ownrapr or ſwinge ; and 
all che lefſer and ſubordinate wheels of particular natures to con- 
forme to the impulfion of thole greater. For though he madeall 
things PerfetZ, ( 5.8. ) omitted nothing requirable ro the integral 
_ accompliſhment of eachCrearure, i [xo genere : yet (ince him- 
felt is the Univerſal Sonl, that both Aſarrriald and Informed 
each particle of this great body ; in ſtrictnels of con e, ho- 
thing can have exittence longer then he ſhall pleaſe, in eyery 
minute of its duration, freſhly to create it, or ( ro ſpeak the in- 
tereft of Providence )to conferye it in being, by a contirmal com- 
munication of it ſelf; all the A&ions of Divinity, being real 
Divinity at ſecond hand, ornothing but Diff afrons, or Emanati- 
ons of its own effence. 

Again, who ever reared a magnificent ftructure a purpole to 
ruine it ? and ſince there is no Arrificer ſo unnatural or Rupid, as 
not to defire rather that his Arifice ſhould proſper and continue 
long by carefull looking to, then be expoſed ro rume by neglect or 
violence : tis infinitely more improbable;thar the great. E xenplar 
of all Mechanicks ( for no "ge ever produced a peice of Art, 
whoſe pattern was not firſt in Natzere ) ſhould fo far grow out of 
foye with his own opetation; and deſpiſe thoſe perfections, which 
were but the exrras of himſelf; as ts diſclaim. ir, commit it to 
the imminent diſorder and demolition of Forewne, and-notmake 


proviſion of all things conducible to is preſeryation ; ag" 
| 216 


Article 2. 
The neceſliry 
of the worlds 
_m ation, 

y the indeſi- 
nent infla- 
ence of Gods 
general Provi- 
dence, demor.- 
ſtrated from 
the confidera- 
tion of the ab- 
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d dence © 
ah 
Cauſes upon the 
Firſt. 
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when no [nteleft but his. own could be large enough to com- 
prehend the Idea of the work, no Pradence but his own abſolute 
enough to project the conyenient modell of ics due gubernation,no 
Power but his own almighty enough to furniſh hum with requi- 

fites thereto. ; 
Nor can it, with fafety, or honour toour judgements, be ima- 
oined, that God might, had he ſo pleaſed, have conſtitured the 
World in ſuch abſolute perfection, as that from the minute of 
its complete exiftence it might have continued independent, and 
to all eternity haye ſubſifted by it ſelf, and all its appointed mo- 
tions haye conſtantly, without intermiſſion, or yariation, ſucceeded 
by the direction of their bequeathed impreſſions, without the afſ1- 
duous moderation of his care, or the minutely ſupply of his pro- 
yidence, fince the Univerſe, according to the Grammar of found 
Philoſophy, is no None Subſtantive, and enjoyes reality only 
by a diſtinttion : 5. e. is ſomething by dependence upon him, who 
was eternally contrary to nothing ; and being, at that inſtant, 
when Omniety informed Nallity into exiſtence, educed out of 
nothing, by the ſingle Fiat of God, and thence forward continued 
to be ſomething by the continued Power of the Creator : muſt 
unayoidably reyert to nothing again, if the perſeyerance of that 
identical power be ſubſtracted, from which it once obtained to 
be ſomething. And as Light cannot ſubfiſt, if ſeparated from a 
lucid body ; but inſtantly vaniſhes into. opacity : ſo cannot the 
World ( which is but a reflexive deradiation from that Light, 
which is inviſible ) continue, if the perpetual ſourſe of that -mira- 
culous YVirrne, which upholds irs exiſtence, be withdrawn, but 
muſt immediately yaniſh into nothing. For the Analogy holds 
in all points, and the dependence of the Creature upon the Crea- 
tor, is as highly abſolute, as that of Light upon the Sx», or other 
lucid body, And though there are ſome things, which being once 
aſſiſted into determinate eſſences by their cauſes, doe afterwards 
ſubfift withont them, and keep poſſeſſion of thoſe Forms by their 
own native force: yet are they ſuch as were [till /omerhing be- 
fore their ſpecificationto this or that nature by their cauſes ; ſince 
all thatnatural Cauſes can doe , is to mould an old matter into 
a new figure, and: ſo diſpoſe the faculties exiſtent therein, that a 
new 
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new ſomething may ſtart out of the ruines of an old ſomething.Bur 


the World which was nothing before the fruitfull yoyce of Elohins 


called it, into ſomething, hath nothing from ir ſelf to ſub{iſt 


but muſt therefore, in the twinckling of an eye , become nothi 


__ 


again, unleſs its exiſtence be ſupported and maintained by the 
con(tant recruit of the ſame miraculous Power, which firſt crea- 
ted ic. 1 ſay, the ſame miraculous Power ; for the Creation doubt- 
leſs was the greateſt miracle, that ever was wrought : it being 
more difficult to turn Nothing into all things, by the bare nxt 
or vote of the Firſt Cauſe, then to produce an extraordinary 
effe by inverting the uſual method ef Secondary Canſes ; 2 
harder wonder to make Natare herſelf, then to prepoſter, or 
tranſcend her cuſtomary rules of aQting, to the cauſation of ag 


effe& either againſt, or aboye her ſelf. Though to ſpeak rational- . 


ly, and as men that underſtand ſomething of T heoſophy ; nothing 
can bea miracle to him, to whom all things are not only of equal 
poſsibility, but of equal facility alſo. When therefore we lay, 
that God is the Cauſe of the. world ; weare to underſtand him to 
be ſo in the ſame relation, that the Sx is the Cauſe of Light : and 
by conſequence, as the Light diſappears in the Aer, when the Sux 


diſcontinues its A &5noboli/me or deradiation in our hemiſphear 


by viſiting the lower ; ſo alſo muſt the World diſappear 


and be 


loſt in adnihilation, when God ſhall pleaſe to diſcontinue his influx 
of minutely Cyeation,or (to ſpeak more conform to our preſent 
ſcope, though it fignifie the ſame thing in height of truth ) to in- 


termit his Providexce, 


Moreover, ſo immenſe are the bounds of this yaſt Empire, the 
World, ſo numerous and yarious its ſubdiyifions, and thole again 
dichotomized into ſo many myriads of Cantons, or Proyinces, 
and each of thoſe peopled with ſo many millions of different and 
diſcordant natures ; that no reaſon can admit it fo much as pro- 
bable, that a conſtant correſpondence could be maintained, and 
a general amity obferyed though all, without the conſerving in- 
fluence of a Refor General, or Superviſor, whole Will receives 
laws frem his #/:/dome, and gives them to all beſides himſelf, 


And therefore their thoughts milled not ”=_ of the 


white of 


euch 
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Article 5. 
[1::dcr what re- 
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truth, who conceived Godo hold the ſame place in the world, as. 
a Pilot ina ſhip,z Chariorer in hisChariot,a Chantor in a Chorus, 
a Father in a Grnidy, a Monarchina Kingdome, or a General in 
an Army. For, asthe firſt preſeryes from ſhipwrack, the ſecond 
from deyiation and ſubverſion, the third from diſcord, the fourth 
from poverty and defolation, the fitth from diviſions, and the laſt 


from contufion : ſo doth the wiſe overſight of God regulate the 


efficencies of all Narnral Agents, with tuch admirable politic, 
that the whole is preſerved in fafery, in the dire& road that lea- 
deth to the general end, in harmony, in proſperity, in union, in 
perfe&t order, | 

To draw a line yet more parallel ; we every day obſerve in 
the tad experiments of death, what a leaden and unweildly maſs 
of clay the body becomes, o ſoon asits ſprightly Tenant, the Sou/, 
hath Getrendeed to corruption; and it needs not much-proof, that 
the Sonl of this gigannk body, the Univyerle, is God : therefore 
when this foul ſhafl withdraw and ceaſeits Animation, muſt that 
bodly fall by ts own weight, and ſuffer diflolucion. 

Not that therefore, in firiftnefs of ſenle,or withour the latitude 
of a mctaphor, God is a Sowl, and the World tis Boay ; bur be- 
cauſe the iforming and actuating Preſence of God is as abſolate- . 
ly neceſlary to'the vitality of che World, and'the modermion of 
21 its parts #m the dae execution of their diſtin& offices, as the 
Prefence of a foul'to the animatzron of 'a body, and the regulation 
of all its membersinthe- requiſite adminiſtrarions of their ſeyeral 


fun&Rions. 


And upon this ground, ourzeal-ought not todiſtaſt rhat Fipu- 
rat#ve expreſrion of thoſe myſtical and [ymbolical Philoſophars, 
whocall God, the Soul of the World ; nor be captious at that 
rhetorique, which hath comparatively ftyled him;che P:/or ,Empe- 
rou7 amd General of Nature:ſmeetis the moſt mannerly language 
morcalty-can invent, for theexplanarion-of this Gover »ment ; nor 
isic probzbfe, that thoſe profound peculators, who :firftadopred 
thoſemodelt metephors, to ſhadow che unucterable infinity of his 
3/Arme and Power, were emoramehacrhere onght Rillahis.aif- 
ferrenretro tbe allowed, tharthoupha P3lor. isnor wboguieury w 
- pas a 
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all parts of his ſhip, nor an Emperoxy aQually omnipreſent in all 
places of his dominions, nor a General locally preſent inall quar- 
ters and ſtations of his Army ; yet God is intimately ommipre- 
ſent in every particle of the world, So that what is uncertainly 
faid ofthe Sexl, Tota in toto, c- tota in qualibet parte : may be 
moſt certainly faid of God, T otas in toto, and totis in qualibet 
arte. NOM | 
: In fine, as the inſpection and conſideration of the World, hath 
formerly repleniſhed us with icrefutable Arguments of its Creq- 
ri0n by God : fo allo may iteyince the conſtant Conſervation of 
it, by the influence of his Providence. | 
For whoeyer ( though a mecr Pagan, whoſe brain never re- 
ceived the impreflion of either of thoſe two notions, Creator and 
Providence) ſhall ſpeculate the world in an Engyſcope or magni- 
ing Glaſs,z.e.ſhal look upon it inthe diftinionof its ſeveral or- 
ers of natures, obſerve the commodious diſpofitionaf parts ſo yaſt 
in quanticy,ſo infinice in diyerfity, fo ſymmetrical in proportions,ſo 
_ exquilice in pulchritude : ſhall contemplate the comelineſs , 
ſplendor, conſtancy, converſions, reyolutions , viciſsitudes, and 
harmony of celeſtial bodies : ſhall thence deſcend to ſublunary, 
and with ſober admiration conſider the neceſſary difference of 
ſeaſons, the certain-uncertain ſucceſſion of contrary _— the 
inexhauftible treaſury of Jewels, Metals, and other wealthy Mine- 
rals concreted in the fertile womb of the earth ; the numerous, 
uſefull and elegant ftock of yegerables ; the ſwarms of yarious 
Animals, and in each of theſe, the multitude, ſymmetry, connexi- 
on, and deſtination of organs : I ſay, whoever ſhall withatten- 
tive thoughts perpend the excellencies of theſe unimitable Art- 
feces ( for all things are Artificial, Nature na Art of 
God ) cannot, unleſs he contradit the teſtimony of his own Cox- 
ſcience, and inyalidate the evidence of that authentique Criterioy, 
the Light of Natare, but be ſatisfied ; that asnothing leſs then an 
infmite Power and Fiſdowe could contrive and finiſh, ſo nothing 
l:{s then the unceſſant yieilancy and moderation of an infinite Pro- 
vidence can conſerve and regulate them, in order to the mutual 
benefit each of other, and all conſpiring, though in their contenti- 
ons, to the promotion of the common 1 . 


Q 2 If 
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Article 6. If any ſhall yet ſtand out and: obje&, that what I call Prov:- 
The Atheiſts Jexce, is no other but Narare nicknamed, all thoſe ſetled motions 
+=; wro.£90Y and regulareffeRts in the world being but the neceſſary produts of 
oh. ute go its cftabliſht laws, and unalterable method : yet fincethey all de- 
cluded. clare an Infinite intelligence in that Nature, which could decree 

thoſe perfect conſtitutions, and fo ſtriAtly oblige all things' to ob- 

ferve them in orderto a general and particular good ; hemuſt at 

laft by compulſion diſcoyer Divinity diſpuiſed under the vizard 

_ of Nature, by whoſe connſel and directions all things-operate. 

Nor can atty man with more hopes of ſafety ore to For- 

tane ; or affirme, that there is no Preordination of cbntingencies, 

bur that all events.are the inconſiderate and extemporary reſults 

of Chance : fancewe have lately beheld the ruines-of that SanRu- 

ay, nor dare be ſo-uncharitable, as to preſume that the reaſon 
of any thing pretending to humanity, can be ſo infatuted with 


the {tupid idolatry of that Fairy Queen, as.to expe a farther re- 
futation of that deliriun. 


Cx cr. IV. 


Hs with perſpicuity equal to the higheſt expeRation, 

. demonſtrated the neceſluy of Univerſal Providence, from 
the nature both.of the Agent and Patient ;- Godand'the World ; 
it remainsonly. that we withdraw that curtain of objettions,where- 
with-the Impiety of its adverſaries hath. darkned the wvra of 
leſs ocular diſcerners, and terminated the: vifion. of thoſe whoſe 
opticks have-not been ſtrong enough to transfix it. 

Axticle 2. Fhe firſt, we may remember, was that yanity of Epicxrs, that 
The Atheiſts the condition of 4 bliſsful and immortal Nature ( ſuch was his 
ict Antiprovi- charaQter of Divinity)  inconfiftertt.with the neceſſary perturba- 
-_ _ #015 and; perplexities of buſineſs.  . | 
by.che Perſettion of the Divine Natnre : and their abſurdity; in commenſurating the excetzn- 
ies of God , by the infioicely inferior Xarmlies of may; decefied.. =: 

t 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Bur alas ! how groſly muſt he delude himſelf, who fathoms 
the extent of an /»finite, by the unequal geometry of a Fine, 
and limits incomprehenſible Om2niery to the narrow circumſcrip- 
tions of Humanity ; which in compariſon is but one remoye 
from Nullity > Had God, indeed, been, as he conceived him, of 
Humane figure;it had been no error inthe Court ofReaſon to have 
concluded him not much ſuperior in the capacity of his [ntelleF : 
bur when the Divine Nature, as himſelf acknowledged, muſt 
tranſcend all other in perfetion and excellencies ; how palpable 
a contradiRtion did he fall upon, in commenſurating the latitude 
of its Power and Wiſdeme, by the ſpan of an imperfect and caduce 
nature, betwixt which and Omniporent-omniſcience are lo many 
degrees of difference, as all the figures and cyphers of Arithmetick 
cannot amount to their compute, nor is mortality qualified to 
conceive. To paint a Sownd, is a far eaſier task, then to deſcribe 
the imperveltigable manner of Gods operations : and to deny 
the poflibility of that, whoſe reaſon we cannot explore, isto-pro- 
claim our ignorance of any nature more perfect then our own ; 
and that upon-conſequence, is to make ournature-more imperfect 
then really it is, by rendring it uncapable of the greateſt Trath; 
nay, of that truth, upon whole cercitude, the aſfutance of all 
poſfible cognition doth neceſſarily depend. This had the raſh 
Epicurus conſidered, doubtleſs he never had diſparaged the na- 
ture-of man, by equalizing it to Gods. I fay, diſparaged ; be- 
cauſe to conceive a Finite eſſence, as perfett as an {nfinite, is 
openly to confeſs that nature, which can conceive {o horrid and _ 
ſenfible an Abſ»rdity, tor be far more: frail and contemprible, 
then all other of its ations declarc it to be; not but, m direct 
verity, tis the greateſt diſparagement, and no leſs then blaſphemy 
to the infinitely ſacred majeſty of God, to be put in the ſcales a-. 
oainlt vile, ignorant, and impotent Afar. | 
And while his thoughts flagged ſo many ſphears below the 
Empyreaum of all perfection,twasno wonder that he wagſtaggered 
at Univerſal Providence ; that beinga notion impoſſible to be 
inſtilled into any mind, that is not firſt prepared with the beleif 
of an Univerſal Intelligence. 


' Again, todraw-into a.ſharper atigle, and- render: the — 
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Article 2, 
Divinity de-. 
monftrated ſu- 
perior to the. 
circumſcripti- 
on both of 
Tie andPlace, 


of this Compariſon more ridiculous ; the Reaſons why a man, 
though of the ſtrongeſt brain, and greateſt abilities for buſineſs, 
mult of neceffiry ſuffer diſquier, diftractions and wearifome lolici- 
rude from the multiplicity of cares, are ( 1. ) the narrownels of 
his Underftanding, which cannot be expanſed to take in all the rc- 
mote, proxime, and confederate Caules, events, dependeacies, 
connexions, circumſtances, &c. of occurrences: ( 2, ) the ſhort- | 
nels of his Power, which cannot ſtretch to furniſh him with all 
things neceſſary as well to the prevention and remoye of all inci- 
dent impediments, as to the molition, promotion, and accomple- 
tion of his defignes : and ( 3. )the reſtraint of his Perſon to Time, 
Place and diſtance, But, on the other ſide, God is Omniſcient, 


'-Ommipotent, Omnipreſent ; and therefore in the preordiaation, 
direction and compulſion of all things to the caulation of thoſe 


effe&ts, which his Will hath decreed, he knows infinitely lels of 


labour or diſquiet, then the healchieſt man doth in the motions of 


Fd 


reſpiration, in his ſoundeſt fleep. 


That God is not ſubje& to the reſtraint of Time, is manifeſt 
from his Erernity ; for that is indivsſible, and knows no diftinti- 
on of tenſes : and therefore what we ( whoſe imperfett reaſon 
cannot compute the duration of things, bur by the ſucceſſive in- 
Nances, or concatenated moments of time ) call Predeſtixation, 
is really no pradetermination of what's ro come, in reſpet to 
God, but an a& of his will already accompliſht, and as ſoon ful- 
filled as decreed ; and fo we may truely fay, thatin relation to 
himſelf, there is no Foreknowledge in God, all things which to our 
inferior Capacities ſeem either paſt, or to come, being actually 
przſent to him, whoſe whole duratien is alcogether, or but one 
conſtant and permanent point, one T3: ygp, entire in unity, and 
uncapable of diviſion into ſucceſſive minutes, or articles. 

That he is nor ſubje&t - _ — of P Lace, is evident from 
his Omniety, his bei in all; Vb:quzry being the proper and 
inferancble Senn. of his nity roy tran ll T1 not 
only ratione Preſemie, but ratione Eſſentie allo ; he being the 
chief Sox not only of all Bodzes, but ofall Spirits alſo. Aud for 
this reaſon we cannot offend. Theology, if we affizme, thas God 


15 


\ 


C hap. 4. The General Providence of God, demonſtrated. 


II9 


is as fully Preſent m Hell among the accurſed, as in Heaven 
among the blefled natures, though not ſo comfortably ; and that 


the Devils would rejoyce it chey could conceive #t-poſſible for. 


him to be abſent thence : fince their exiſtence, and fo their Tor- 
mems would then ceaſe, his preſence being the original and ſup- 
ort of all exiftence. 

Mow if all chis be amaſſed into one demonſtration, and that 
duely perpended ; I demand as well of the mofi contumacious in- 
fidelity , as the rankeft ignorance, what can remain deſirable, in 
order to the fill information-of our reaſon ; that if there were a 
million of Worlds, nay as many as there are individuals in this, 
and in each a 1000000 times :more bufineſs then in this: yer 
could the overſight and gubernation of them all, and che regular 
managery of every the ſmalleſt occurrence in them, put. Diwimiry to 
no'more trouble, diſquict, or interruption of ffelicity, 'rhen the 
ſimple A# of /olition doth induge.uponithe ſoul of man. 


However, for further illuſtration, I catnot think it unneceflary 
toſuperadd this; 'thatiinoc 24aw himiclt doch ordinarily perform 
ſome aRions, particularly thoſe, which be is not only.qualified 
and impowered, but alſo inclined to dor,' by the native yixwe, ar 
congenial propenfiry of his Eflence, as to:Cagitate, Deſire, Lowe, 
Rejoyce in the manifeſtation.of his good parts-or endowraenms, Sc. 
not only without Jabour and inquictude, but even with ſuper- 
lative delight and content : it:cannot but be.concordant eovealon 
to aſſert, that God is io far frem ſuſtaining any difficulty, mo- 
leſtation, or diminution of felicity, in the conftantatt of ni- 
verſal Providence ; Which is the natural effe& of his I»finite In- 
relligenceand Indefatigable Attiviry, that:tis'rather a partof his 
Beatitarde to to exerciſe and manifeſt bis Nivinrry, Not thatthe 
abyſs of his Happineſs was nottull before the World was ; but 
becauſe, being moved by his own immenſe (Goode /5 ro createa 
conyenient ſubje&, wwhereon to aGtuate this Adnmficence, heis 


pleaſed ſtill ro dolight him(elf in the:cantinued diffuſion and:.com-- 


munication of his excellencies, by the:confervation and regulation 
'of the'ſame, according torhe moſtiprudent laws of his Will. 


I hae often couluload che moſt knowing and beſt ordered 


Article 2, 
T bat the pro- 
curation of all 
the infinitely 
various ations 
of ſecond cau- 
ſes, in the 
World, cannot 
be any inter-- 
turb2tion of 
Gods ſerene fe- 
licity, proved 
by an Argu- 
ment # #42971. 
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Article 4. 
The ſame il- 
luſtrated by a 
ſecond com- 
pariſon, 


ceſlant liberaliry, diffnſe his 


minds, with whom I could attain the bleſſing of a free conyerſa- 
tion ( and ſuch, doubtleſs, are the only competent judges of de- 
light ) whereinlay the Philoſophers ſtone of Content in this life, 
and in what actions of their liyes they diſcoyered the higheſt and 
moſt permanent pleaſure : and they all concurred in this determi- 
nation, Alizs proaeſſe, & quay licet plurimss bene facere, And 
this upon no ſlender ground, ſince the Beatitnde of Man doth ra- 


dically and totally .confilt in his appropinquation to God, and we - 


neyer come ſo neer him, in this remote vale of tears, as when we 
£0 out of our ſelyesto relieve the neceſſities, lighten the opprefſi- 
ons, and preyent or repair the ruines of others, For Charity is 
the only excellence, wherein we may, in ſome ſort, rival our ma- 
ker : and-were but our #/:4s conſtantly fixt upon the practile of 
this virtue, and our Abilities of doing good but half ſo infinite as 
our Wills ( for the wings of our Underſtanding are, indeed, but 
ſhort ; but thoſe of our Fill are long, and have a liberty to fly at 
all, as ſhall be fingularly youne in conyenient place ) we might 
anticipate no ſmall part of the joys of heayen, while we ſojourne 
upon earth, and ſhould need no other Heraldry to teſtific our 
ſelves the off-ſpring of Divinity. Now if it be ſo intenſe a delight 
to the mind of mr, Which is but a beam deradiated from that 
immenſe S#x of Charity, to do goed : ought we to think ita 
trouble to God, who is moſt intelligent, and fo beſt knows the ne- 
ceffities of all things ; moſt beneficent, and ſo moſt ready to re- 


lievethem ; moſt rich, and ſo not obnoxious to impoverifſhment 


by the continual profuſion of his fayonrs ; to be a general bene- 
faftor by his Providence ? 


To conclude ; if the vi/ib/& and periſhable Syn cah with un- 
ſolatory and all-impregnating 
fireams of light, heat, and influence on all parts of the ſenſible or 
ad{peftable World ; and ſo concurre to the generation, vitality, 
growth, perfe&tion and conſeryation of all tublunary Natures ; 
and this without labour, lafſation, or exhauſtion : Why ſhould 
not the Inviſible, UV nperiſhable, and Infinite Sun ( of which the 
other is but a dark and contrated ſhadow) be allowed to have 


his Y:i/dowe, Power, andGooaneſs ( which Trinity of ep 
make 


— —— _ 
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make the unity of Providence, as I have formetly hinted) in all 
places, and at all times diffuſed, in their operations, oyer all his 
Works, with the ſame facility. 


And as it can beno Interturbation to the ferene Felicity, to 
neither can it be a Diſhonoxr or diſparagement to the ſuperexcel- 
lent Majeſty of Ged, to tranſmit the rayes of his Providence to 
the molt minute, and ſeemingly moſt trivial and contemptible 
tranſaQions on this orear exchange of the world. And therefore 
Pliny, who ſaid, neceſſe eſt ut Deus tam triſti, tamque multi- 
plici miniſteriopolluatur ; might with lels abſurdity have afhr- 
med, that the Sun doth anactiion much below the dignity of ſo 
glorious a creature, and muſt haye the purity of his light ſuffer di- 
minution and contamination, when it projects its radiant beams 
upon ſordid and putrid bodies ; when it cooperates to the pro- 
duCtion of Toads, Serpents, worms and other the like baſe yer- 
min ; and when it promotes the fertility of noxious and deleteri- 
ous weeds, as well as wholſome and medical plants. For thoſe 
things which appear vile, deſpicable and ugly to the queazy.judg- 
ment-of man;are not ſo really to Natare:fince ſhe-knowes no de- 
formity, and therefore all her pieces muſt be amiable: nor really 
ſoto the eyes of the Anther of Natare, ſince he hath thought 
good to configurate- them according to the. moſt exact ideas in 
his own wiſe intelle&t ; and therefore Beauty is beſtdefined by 
the conformity every thing holds to its primitive exemplar in'the 
IntelleR of its Creator : not fo to themſelves, (ince they haye ob- 
tained a perfection congruous to their ſpecies, and enjoy an abſo- 
lute pulchricude reſpective to their diſtin kinde; and therefore no 
Animal is fo inſenſible of the perfetion of irs Forme, as to deſire 
either to loſe, or exchange it. | 

Again, thoſe ACtions, which ſeem yarious, cary the face of mul- 
tiplicity, and fill up whole ſheets, in the diary of man ; ſtand 
but for an unit in the Arithmetick of Nature, and make but a 
monoſyllable in the book of Fate: it being the natural preroga- 
tive of Ubiquicary Onmnipotence, to doe all things at once. 

Conſider we, with whart eaſe and quiet the pale and feeble Sou! 
of a Tree catiat once provide for the Vegetation as well of __ 
leafe 


Article 5. 
T hit the adaui- 
niltration of 
petty occut- 
rencecs can be 
no indignity or 


-d'f aragement 


to the facred 


Majcfty 


God 3 but, on 


of 


the contra 
few 


abſolutely 


tiall to him, 
firmly evicted, 
from the uni- 
verſality of his 
Cognition and 


Preſence, 
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Jeafe and bloſſome, as of the erunck and root, and cook the infipid 
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juice of the earth into an Aliment conveniet to the conſeryationand 
orowth of each fingle fiber and filament both of the cortex or bark, 
and of the interior and medullary ſubſtance : in a word, tranſtuſe 
a vital influence through each indivifible particle of that great 
ma(s, of which it is compoſed. 

Conlider we, how eafily the more luminous and energetical 
Soul of an El/ephant.canat one and the ſame time, in one and the 
fame blaſt, or deradiation of virtue, adminifter its nouriſhing in- 
flux to cach particle of that vaſt body ; and omitts not to take 
care of eyery ſingle hairc among ſo many myriads as cloth the 
$&in, in its common. doale or diſtribution of Virality, 

And when we have thus gently informed our ſelves, that tis as 
eafeto the weak and eyanid ſoul of a Plant { which the beſt 
Phy fiolegy defines 10 be nothing, but 4 certain modification of 
watter volatilixed, or a contexture of ſmooth, globular equal 
: and ſo of calefattive Atoms, woven by the ſeminal virtye or 
plaſtich, Faculty of thet particular ſpecies, and ſoon diſſolved 
again,upon 4 variation of figure. aud ſitnation of thoſe inſeuſible 
particles,of whivh t 5x compoſed) to make proviſion forthe lively- 
hood&c ſultenation of all-parts inthat mals, as forany ane of them: 
char tis as genuine and familiar co the Soul of an Animal (which 
i allo a Corporeal /wbſtance, or the more ſpiritual part of the 
bloud ſabtiliaced by vital heat, traduced from its genitor ) to ani- 
matcand goryern all parts of its body, asany one : we cannot but 
acknowledge, that the Proceratios aud Admixiſtration of ail 
the affairs of the world, is as facil and natural to the Providence 
of Ged( whois the Sod of abll Souls, and the life of Spirits ) as 
to takeghe careofany anc individual Natures , 

If the overſight and regency of but balfſo many different ope- 
mens, as that immaterial Empreſs, which keeps her inyifible 
Court ſomewhere within us, doth every minute, even when we 
arefaſt 'hockt 3n the narcotick armes of Morpheus, and all our 
thoughts keep holy.day, order and eftcft, while fhe maintains the 
exconomy ot the body ; wore charged upon'the hands of our un - 
derftariding, fur for one thawe: withour queſtion, the burden 
would prove muppartable, nor could either the «kill -or Rrength 

of 
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of our limited reaſon , it any - meatare reſponſible , fuffice 
ro the due adrainiſtration of fo large a Proyitice, When, cherefore, 
ro fathom the depth of that immenſe natural prudence, and foye- 
rafon vircue, herewith the foul of man is richly endowed, and 
which ſhe conſtantly declares in the proſperous exerciſe of her 
Menarchy, with the ſhort lite of our intelligence ; or to eftimate 
her Providence according to the rate of our cheaper faculties ; is 
both ignorance and unjuſtice : how infinitely more ſtupid and un- 
warrantable a courſe doth that wretch take, who ha— ro 
commenlurate the ſuperexcellent kxow/edge and almighty virene 
of God, whereby he procures and moderates the affairs of the 
| World? | 
« Thatmanis, forthe moſt, incurious of fmal and trivial occur- 
retices; 15 ſo far from being a wonder, that contrariwiſethole, 
who could tripartite their thoughts to the contrivemet of but three 
different buſineſſts, at once, as Cz/#r, haye been lookt upon as 
Pyodigies : and he that'can Tay the grounds 'of but one (popular 
defigne, ſo as to have it ſucceed withour impediment, or the 
#ceryention of ctolſs accidents ; is reputed a gy Politician, 
a4 his head a'whole ſphear above the yulgar. This, Tam noc 
ignorant, the haughtineſs of his ; wx hath referred to the fixation 
uf his thoughts wpon objes e3ther of his pleaſure or ambition ; 
when in medef} truth, this pretenfion of ſub/imity is biit a gloſs, 
ot fpecious verniſh 'to coticeal the imbecilliry and limitarionof 
his 1relligence. For that being two narrow,to be extetided ro the 
forecaſt and regulation of mitty things at once ;- and his ſtomach 
roo high rodelcerid to'a due acknowledgment of the imperfeRi- 
on of his nature : 'he guilds oyer the poverty with 'the pride of his 
minde, and endeyours to excuſe his trailty, by infitmularing, that 
ro attend the ſhidy of trifles, and in'the interith ſuperſed the pro- 
jection of midtters of Importatice, is 'a difparagemerit to the tho- 
bility of his Intelle&uals.Whewif his reaſon were fo capacious, as 
to adimit the cateof petty affairs, without the confuſion, or neg- 
I[ttof dthets of more concerrimiene; nothing, _ nere 16 
then and ortlinary, could ſeem below the dighity of his Provi- 
Fetice, But that 'God Thould be iticurious of any action-in the 
World, isabtolutely itnpolſible ; firce coticrapugtiant to'the V i- 
R 2 verſality 
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Article 1, 


T he farſt &i- 


viſion of the 


Atheitis ſecond 
objeQtion;z viz. 
that the appae 
vent irregulari- 
ty of events doth 


mftifie their 


non-predeſtin- 


1103 07 mes 
Contingency 5 


ſtrongly con- 


velled: and 


that to the pre- 
ordination of 


«divinity no- 
thing can be 


calual; clearly 


common- 
trated. 


werſality of his Cognition and Preſence : for what is Omniſcient 
and Vbiquitary, can be ignorant of nothing ; and conſequently 
it can be no more either of Profanation to the Santtity, or diſhs- 
our to the glorious Majeſty of the Deity, to extend his Provi- 
dence to the meaneſt contingents in nature, then it can be to the 
Soul,to vegetate and inſpire each fingle hatr of that body ſhe 
informs, 


Suvcer. V. 


*O their Second objettion, that all events in the World are 
either the non-predeſtinate and extemporary reſults «f 
Chance ; oor the neceſſary and ſetled effefts of Natare,all Attives 
and Paſſives being,by the unaiterable laws of their primitive 
conſtitutions, firmely adliged unto, and irreſiſtibly impellgd upon 
the cauſation of determinate effetts reſpettive to the energy of 
their particular confignrations: we as calily as uprightly 
anſwer, | 

Firſt, that to the przdeſtination of that A/mighty Canſe, which 
can, and doth dilpoſe the motions of all things according to the 
prx{cripts of his own 14, no event can be caſual or unexpected; 
though indecd, if we have regard to the przſcience and forecaſt 
of man, to whoſe dim opticks all things are inviſible, that ſtand 
inthe dark of futurity, many events ſeem meer Accidenrs, and 
the moſt mature dererminations of Fate may pals for the raſh and 
inconfiderate hitts of Fortune. 

And if ſo, how audacious a temerity is it in us, ſo to magnifie 
our own {lender perſpicacity, as when, we cannot diſcern why this 
or that particular concurſe and encounter of natural cauſes ſhould 
©ccur, rather then another, and ſuch or ſuch an iſſue of their confe- 
derate aRivities ſucceed, rather then another ; inſtantly to con- 
clude, that there can be no Superior -Canſe, or ſuperintendent 
power, Which hath-chus or thus ordained and. diſpoſed tnoſe cer- 
29 means to thoſe certain ends, and -whoſe counſels we are not 

| | | privy 
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privy unto > Look we no farther then the ordinary Providence of 
Princes, and in every Repablick our obſeryation ſhall meet with 
a thouſand events,which in the judgements of their yulgar ſubjects, 
and {uchas ſtand aloof from the Councel table, are deemed meer 
Contingents, as neyer at all defigned upon any ſecret reaſons of 
State; when yer to the Prince himſelf, and thoſe ro whom he 
hath communicated the myRery of bis deſignations, they really 
arc the intended effefts of his Prudence, which had fo politickly 
ordered his affairs, and fo wiſely prepared all Agents requiſite to 
the bringing about of his purpolcs, that they could nor bur hit and 
be accoinpliſh't accordingly. And is there then, why we ſhould nor 
be confirmed, that in this immenſe Commonwealth, in whole go- 
yernmeat the moſt inobſeryant cannot but rake notice of innume- 
rable paſſages ſo admirable, both in refpe& ofthe weak In/{urments 
thac ſerved tobring them to pals, and of the obicurity or imper- 
veſtigability of the Exds, at which they were levelled ; that no- 
thing leis then an infinite Fiſdome could, contrive, nothing lels 
then an i»finire Power effe& them : there muſt of neceſsity be 2 
Rettor General or Preſident Paramont, by: whole, foyeraign 
dictates all ſubordinate miniſters are fet-on work, in ordef to the 


execution of his pleaſure, and in their operations vary not a hairs- 


bredth from the rules preſcribed by his Will ; though neither 
the manner of their attivities, nor the Exds to whichthey are 
deflined fallunder the diſcovery of: our, purblinde reaſon? For 
the Polity of God is inſcrutable, and may.well delight; our *Prety 
with wonder, but muſt empuzle our infolent Cxr;ofey. : andthe 
eye of our ſouls, being in this life far dimmer then that of doſes 


body, cannot ſuryey fo much as the back parts, or dark ſide of - 


Divinity ; rauch leſs pry into the maze of his Coxnſels, and 
read the inviſible decrees of that myſtical Serare,. wherein though 
there be a conſult of three Pexſons, there is yet but one minde, 
which yotes without contradiction, and his //o/;tion, deliberation 
and Elefton, make 'but one fimple act, For my parrt, that the 
wayes of God in the Wotld are- paſt. finding out; that there is 
a Santum $S anttorumin the Ark of Providence, into which blind 
mortality cannotlook ; :and that the cryptick rurnungs, CRUpLRgs, 


and redoublings of that band, which.works allitszacities in the 
P R 3 *  -  _— 


125 


— 


- 


126 


The Geyertl Providence of God, demonſtrate, Chap.q 


dark, arid forn&inits inverts, now and then tranſcends , and anon 
infringes the 44795 '6f Natwre ( to ſhe, that as he made, ſo 
he can alcer het, arid tne all her ſtrings ro a concord with his will | 
make a labyrinth totntricate and loſe rhe preſumptiors reaſon of 
man, that dares hope toexplore and traceit : this, I lay, is dc- 
monſtration enongh to me, rhat there is one Vniverſal Intell:- 
gence, Which both moves 'and dire&s all indiyidual Agenrs to 
at, in order to the accompliſhment of ſome poſitive end, for thc 
moſt part beſt, and many times only knownto himlclt. | 
Nor is it ati illegal proceſs of our reaſon, bur the beſt logick, 
as tO ſupernarurals;to conclude not only the excelteticies, but eyen 
the neceſſary being of tome things , meerly from hence that we 
catnot fully comprehend them : fincetheir very being aboye our 
capacity, is arguimertt both clear and firong enough, that they are 
not only {6 as, but more and far greater then we under- 
ſtand them to be ; as he that ſees but a ſmall part of the ſea with 
a Teleſcope it diſtance, may fafcly conclude that tis exceeding 
large; bechuſe the 'cifeumferrence thereof is, by -infinice degrees 
'of tnagnirude, wider then'to be drawn into the 'aperture of his 
{lerider thibe. Sure T am, at feaſt, that the AnriſpHogi/arh, or Conn- 
ter-4rgumient ; lie underftayding of man'catmor diſcover its ab- 
ſtruſe and myſterious plots, refolye its multiplex znigma's, nor 
atialyze its method, or {criesFof Cauſes ſubordinate, and ſo by'a 
retrograde chaſe hum oitits firſt and chief itrention : Ergo, there 
can be'no Providence ': 'is intolerable, and deſerves a-greater doſe 
of Ellebor, then thar abſurdity of the blinde-man, who concluded 
there was not, nor could be any ſuch thing as light, or Co- 
lours, only becauſe he could nor fee them. When therefore we 
ſhall have run our eager cortemnplations 'toa ſtand,in the wilder- 
neſs of Providence, and foft our bufie thoughts in the maze of 
'Gods ſecter decrees; all the'farisfaftion our bold'curiofity can re- 
wwrn home with, will be only this : that all occurrences 'in the 
World are predetermined, haye 'their Caw/es, Times, and Ends 
punRually ſer down in'the Ephemniryides of Fare ; and'though in 
the iricotnipetent- judprient of man, fome of themnuy ſeenrthe 
Peyadvththres, ot remerarious Hits of Chaere: yet ate they 
the iidtate Drfptatiths of the ſupreme miſflime : 'tthough-in the 


cars 
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ears of man, they may ſound di/cords tothe mulick of particutar = 
Natures, yet will they at laſt he found wel compoſed Apxi nes, 
ccffary both ro ſweeten, and fill up the common Harmony of the 
Univerſe. To inſtance ; are there not many Monſters, Heterc- 
clites, Equivecal and irregular bixths, on the earth : many pro- 
digious and new-faced Meteors in the upper, and uncertain Axe- 
malies or unſealonable Tempeſts in the lower diviſion of the Aer: 
many new Phenomena among the fixed ; yarious encqunters, 
diviizons, and confpiracics among the erratick ſtars &c. and yet 
doe not all theſe, as Chrotchets and Quayers in a grave and fo- 
lemn leflon on a Lute, conduce tethe advancement of the General 
Melody? Dothnot irregularity render order the more con(picu- 
ous and amiable? and Deformity, like the Negrodrawnat Cles- 
patra's elbow, ſerve as a foile to ſet off Beauty ? Are nat the 
Moles on the cheeks of Nature, as thoſe on Vengs skin, placed 
there toillyſtrate or whiten the ſnow, and fweetsn the feature of. 
her face? Is it not exceeding gracefull ina Cawediay, to 4RnRperr 
and endear the ſage and weighty tcenes af _—_ and rt we 
ly Srates-wen , withche lighc incerludes. ob Paproleps, Glgwns, 
.and Anticks 5 Doth notthe P aintex then (hew the maſt of shill, 
when he refra&ts the glaring lufler of kis lighter Colours, with 3 
veil of Sables; and makes the beauty of his peice mgre yi 
by douding it with a preming /hadow Ang without: daybr,, 
every-man Will readily conjoyne his vote. to ours, thatheisbeft 
able to adorn and imbellifh a piece of Art, who fiaBt contriues. 
and wrought it: and therefose the Pexfallt;angnd Condecerariop 
of n work doth properly and ſalely belong to his. hand, thas 
brought itto that height, as to want only ornamens ; nar is it his 
part to prelcribe what's neceſſary co the condliption of greceful- 
neſs apd decorament to an engine, who is ignazant of the modell, | 
and holds not a perfe&t Tdea of the Artifice chereot. Niow.the j91- 
portance of all theſe Smiles being puc , who canbe ſo 
ignorant inthe Alphaber, or rudiments of ratiocinatian, as jor, at 
Firſt Gght, to ſpell chem intothis horeici{on, confiſtivg oaly of 
two orthodox Politons, | | 
Firſt, thac thoſe ſubitaneous Accidents, which the ignorance 
or cardeſneſs.of the vulgar doth ulyally refer to ahe-bligd = 
| | s 
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legies of Chance ; are truely cthemeer hand of God, and the pru- 
dent defignes of that Catholick Providence, which hath numbred 
the ſands on the Sea ſhoar, and weighed the daft of the earth in a 


balance : which feeds the young Ravens, when they cry, and 


while the old ones wander for meat : which thundereth marvel!- 
lonſiy with his voyce ; and doth great things, that we cannot com- 
prehend : for he ſaith to the ſnow, Be thou on the earth ; likewiſe 
to the ſmal 'rain, and to the great rain of his ſtrength : by whoſe 
breath froſt # given; and the breadth of the waters is ſtraightned : 
which turneth the bright clouds round about by his Connſels, that 
they may doe what ever he commanaeth them upon the earth 
who made the ordinances of heaven, and hath ſet the dominions 


thereof in the earth : who can binde the ſweet influences of the. 


Pleiades, and loſe the bands of Orion: can bring forth Maza- 
roth in his ſeaſon,and guide Arfturus with his ſons, ec. 
Secondly, that choke Monftroſities, or extraordinary and pro- 
digious eftefts, which the neſcience of the multitude cals [rregu- 
larities, Perverſfions, and Deformities of Nature ; to wiſer con- 
fiderations, provethemſelyes to be no wanton excurſions, or ran- 
dome ſhots of her hand, made without aim at any final cauſe ; 
but preordained, and collineated by that ſure one of Divine Pro- 
vidence, point blanck at ſome certain end, private or publick. 
The former being known only to himſelf, 2 priori ; and frequent- 
ly miſtaken by man, 4 peſfteriors : the /ater, indeed, we have a 
liberty to conjeQture, to'be either that he leayes the Rraight, and 
chalks our this ſerpentine and crooked line, to fatisfie the World 
of his Prerogative, that himſelf is the Agent, and Narare but his 
Inſtrument, and therefore to be turned, wrenched, altered, and 


petyerted at his pleaſure; or elle, that: his wiſdome thinks thoſe 


ſpots requiſite to enhance the beauty of the whole, thofe private 
fewds and petty diſcords betwixt Individuals, neceſſary nor onl y 
to endear, but conſerve the peace of the whole, | 

Both which durable Truths are, with ſo much piety, as judge- 
ment , contrated by that Emperor of the Stoicks as well as of 
the Romans, Marcus Anrelins Antoniuns (of whom the ſmooth 


Herodian ( initio hiftoris ) gives this glorious Character, . 


udrO- 74 Banker pircmplay, s xbyos, 53S} Soyudmy yrorn, 
HAVE 


CCC 


= -— 2” 


_— —— _ S—_ — _ 


— — 


OCR 


— 0” —_— —— = 


— —— 


hands, or the-liberty to a& ina /ooſe and arbitrary way.; buxall The Authors 


FE... —__ 


Chap. 4. The General Providence of G 04 demonſtrated, I29 


> Is 


o2ush I" aber x; Bip owpgorr inguoura: Solus imperatorum fas 
pientis ſkudium non verbis aut decretorum ſcientia, ſed gravitate 
morum, viteque continentia uſurpavit ) into one ſhort medirari- 
on, in thele words; Te my 0:@v, mgovoias wean" mh T5 TXHS SK 
aviv qunius 1 WVYKAGTAs » X; GirmrRoKNs F Tporcle doncutr ave - 
my la txaibey ptl, Teoma fs 7 dyayrgiov, x4 T9 TH GAG X00 TU 
pier, 5 wheys 6. maym is quaras piger dzal3y, © pager T's GAY 
quars, ») © inaipns id awoIor. Eten NS mower wemep al TwY 50.” 
x$#iov, ems x) dr Thy cvyupiudmoy weraConei : Yue ad Deos nt 
auttores referuntur, ea Providentie plena eſſe nems dubitar. 
Lux Fortune vulgo adſcribuntar, ne ulla quidem extra Nati- 
re leges, fatalemque illum contextum,complexiumque rerum, que 
4 providentia adminiſtrautur. Inde omnia flunnt : adde quod ne- 
ceſſarium eſt, quicquid eſt, & toti univerſo ( cujus th pars es) 
conducibile. Porro autem quod natura U niverſs fert , quodgue 
ad eamfacit conſervandam, id bouum eſt unicuivis U niverſs par- 
ticule. Conſervant autem mundum, quemadmodum elemento- 
rum, ita & ex its concretarumrerum mutationes. Libri is 4auny 
primi ſect, ultima, | 


Secondly, that no Natural Agent bath the rains in its own ' Article 2, 


things obſerye that immutable Texor, or ſetled courſe, which they Antithefis, that 


: : all Natural A- 
began to operate in at their firſt inauguration to eſſence : pro- gents are under 


vided that we underſtand this afſertion under a twofold re- the Rri& laws 
ſtriftion. | b. - of theirdiſtin& 
| WP ._ . ſpecies. 

Firſt, that this Tenor or eft ablifht method, was not inſtituted Article 3. 
by the improvidence of Fortune, as our Atheiſts would have it ; Aſccond Coun- 


but ordained ated e counſel of an infinite **1poſtion, that 
—_ , enrolled and enafted by the connſe | f an- infinite mt 
; | inſtituted and 

ſancited by an 
47» infinite wiſdom. 

Secondly, that this ſupernatural Nature, which excogitated Article 4. 


and decreed this convenient law, and endowed each ſingle entity. A apr: that 
ator 


. the le 
ins to himſelf a przrogative power to alter, tranſcend, +inyert, or repeal the laws of 
IE, : 
S with 
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Ariacle 5: 
The vetity of 
che firſt and 
ſecond Pofiti- 
ons, amply de- 
monftraced. 


with a Power or Facalty reſpettive to its duty thereto, and obſer- 
VAXCear execution thereof ;- bath not thereby. ſo tied up hu own 
hands, or limited his Prerogative, as not to have reſerved to him- 
[elf an abſolute ſuperiority, or capacity, at pleaſure to infringe, 
tranſcend, or pervert it, by giving {ſpecial difpenſation to any of 
his Creatures , te: vary the manner of their Atovities, tm 
order tothe Canſation of any effett, which his ow prudence ſeall 
ehink expedient. | 


| For the Firſt and Second of theſe Poſitions ; viz. that as well 
the general Law of Nature, as thoſe particular and cxconomical 
rules, which beingengraven not only upon every diftin& ſpecies, 
but alſo upon every fingle or. individual entity, ſtand both for 
warrant and directions to them. in their ſeyeral operations ; were 
made and cfiabliſhed bythe counſel of an infinite Wiſdome: may 
( if wemay fMlumethe liberty to aggravate what we have for- 
merly adicrd toward theatteftation of the fame ſubjeRt ) be thus 
demanirated. 
In the whole Scale of Creatures, we finde but five Gradations 
or roundles, by which our contemplations may orderly aſcend 


tethe higheſt pirmacle, or fummity of Nature, and thence take a 
full Garvey.of all her Provinces at large: and thoſe are Exiſtence, 


Life, Senſe, Locemetion voluntary, and Reaſon. To ſpeak yer 


IBQLE Y 
_ Finſh, there are ome things, which have obtained 2 bare Ex- 
iſtence, or. meer Being only, and remain deyoid of all the other 
four : ſuchare all ſimple bodice, as the Heavens, and thoſe 'four 
which common: P y. calls cory cva Elements; and all” 
Su neyars, inanimate Concretions, or Compoſitions, as Stones, 
Secondly, ſome haye not only Exiſtence, but alſo Vieeliry or 
Vegetability allotted unto them, and yer want ſenſe, and 'imotion 


arbitrary; as all Vegetables. 

A Thod Claikais endowediwith Beeng, Life, and Sexſt; and 
yet. hath gat atraincd ſo high as: Lyimel or voluntary motion : to 
which belong. all. Concby/ia, as Oylters, Muſcles, Cackles, &c, 
which Arsforle (3; De: Gener. Ammal: cap. 2, ) for thefame 
reaſon 
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reaſon, facetiouſly calls Aqzatiles Plantar, » kind of Water 
Plants ; 2s by an inverſion, he calls carthly Plants, Oftrea Ter- 
rena, a kind of Land Oyſters : becauſe they have not, as he opi- 
nioned, the power of tranſlating theraſelyes de loco in locun 
( though our Demecritas Londinenſis, that incomparable indaga- 
tor of Natures Arcana, D*. Harvey, hath obſerved that Oyſters 
protrude, or belch out on the conical extreme of their ſhells, a cer- 
cain Filme or natural faile, by the help whereof they remove, 
veer, tack abour, and {6, obſerving the Tides, conduct themlelyes 
to ſhoars, rocks, and other places of adyantage both for their 
feeding, and quiet ) but are tumbled up and down by che impulſe 
of the Current, 

Others of a foxrth order are admirted to goe higher, and to 
their Exiftence, Virality, and Senſ6b:l3ty, is allo faperadded Le- 
comotion arbitrary, or the Faculty of remoying their ſtations at 
pleature ; but yet they are excluded from the ion of Ratio- 
ality, and know nothing good or evill, bur by the diſcernmene 
or dilcrimination of Sexſe : as all brute Animals , Quadrupeds, 
Birds, Fiſhes, Amphibions, and Inſes. | 

And Laſtly, others there are, which being higheſt in the fa- 
your of their maker, poſſcts all theſe accumulated endowments 
together, and haye Exiftence, Life, Senſe, Voluntary motion, and 
Ratiocination contorted together into one excellent Nature,which 
{cems in an epitomy or contraQtion to comprehend all the others: 
and theſe are oxy ſelves, Some ovyer pregnant Wits there have 
been, I well remember, who haye added one round more:to this 
Ladder of Corporeal N atwres, making the Zoophytes or Plants 
Animals an half-pace, or midle ſtep berwixt the 2 and 3 


| burumtill cither an autoptical _— or the obſeryation of 


lome, who are more curious of Truth, then exocique Rarities, 
ſhall remove rhoſe ſcruples which 1 havein me, concerning the 
fiddity of thoſe large ſtories obrruded upon us by Trayelkers, of 
the mimeſa, or mimick Plant, ibed by o_—_— 
Acoſta, fuſt, afterwards by Clxfizs, and fmce iti 


among} all Boranicks ; of the Boramez, or Vegetable Lambe of | 


Tartery ( no ſparing relation. whereof was firſt communicated to 


the world in the common language of Europe, by Sigs/mund 
S 2 Baron 
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Baron of Verbeſtein (in rerum Moſcoviarum Commentariis ) 
then countenanced by. the glorious Pen of 7/: Ceſar Scaliger 
(Exercit. 181, Sef. 29.) hince made more paſlant by Fortunias 
Licetus ( Lib. 3. de. ſpont. vivent. orts, cap. 45+ ) and Libavins 
( part 2: ſingul. exercitat: de Agno vegetabili Scythie ) and now 
taken for granted by all: or moſt Herbariſts of our age; of the 
Sponge, &c. I ſhall beg leave to ſuſpend my beleif, that there are 
any ſuch Heteroclites, or: midle Natures, half Vegerable, half 
ſenſible ;- or, at leaſt, that both Faculties are ſo conſpicuous and 
eminent in them, as that thence they ſhould delerye:really ro be 
accounted a diſtin& order of Creatures.. 

Now the Faca!ties, or eſſential proprieties of all things being 
thus incommunicable downward, and cach diſtin claflis ſo con- 
fined to its-proper orb of endowments, that it can never adyance 
upward, and uſurpe more perfetion then what it already ſtands 
poſieſſegef by the Charter of its particular ſpecification ; it fol- 
lows, that we explore the: 7ea/ox or original of this Limitation, 
and why thoſe Natares of the -firlt degree, are limited ro meer 
Exiſtence, and cannot aſpire to Vegetation : why thoſe of the 
ſecond-are chained :down to Exiſtence and Vegetation, without 
poſlibiliry of being ever promoted: to Senſe ;-rhoſe of the third 
preferd'to Senſe, but denied the additional favour of Locomotion 
voluntary ; "thoſe of the fourth admitted to Arbitrary motion, 
but excluded Reaſon ; and thoſe of the higheſt enriched with all. 


Ether this .Neceſsiry muſt be impoſed .upon them by Fortune , 


or by themſelves ; or by ſome: «they principle, which hath the 
free donation, - and *{o-the- limitation of all thole priviledges ox 
Faculties. | | 
Firſt, not by Fortune; for that ſhe could not- inſtitute theſe 
afſignations, draw this Helix, that (till enlargeth -into a wider ca- 
pacity, nor make this law of Propriety inviolable-: is amply ma- 
nifeſt from the Perpernity, or conſtant obſeryation of the ſame b 
all corporealentities, eyery one having their peculiar capacities ſo 
defined, circumſcribed; and immured; that no one did eyer, ſince 
the firſt hour'of Time, exceed the bounds of its own ſpecies, nor 
chmbeupto the fate of irsſuperior ; for Conſtancy : and 'Forrune 
arc Antagoniſts neyer to be: reconciled,. but, like 'Caftor 'and 
| Pollax, 
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Pollux, when one peeps above, the other .iculks below-the 
horizon, 


Secondly, not by Themſelves ;- for there is'in everything a ©. 


kind of native Ambition to ennoble its nature, enlarge its-power, 
nay ( ſo much asinit lies ) tomount eyen to infinicy, according 
to that Axiom of Scaliger ( Exercir, 9g. pag. 52. ) Vnicuique 
enti ineſt appetitio infinitatis. Thus fimple Natures covet to 
become compounds; Compounds ſpurre onto arrive at Vege- 
tables ; thoſe affect rhe dignity of Senſe ; ſenfibles grow defirous 
of ' muſculary Motion, &c. Can wee conceive, that 'a 
Plant would cominue fixed and nayled down by its own roots 
to the earth, and there live a cold, dull; unative life; -if t could 
giyeto its ſelf 'motion and abilities for nobler ations ? - That a 
Beaſt would be conſtant to the groſs -and heayy operations-of 
meer ſenſe, ſubmir to the- burdens, and endure the tyrannous'op- 
preſſions of man ; if. ir'could endow it ſelf with the prerogative 
of Reaſon, and ſo become equalto his imperious Lord 2 -Ofthat 
man would fit down quiet, and remain ſubje&t ro the- infirmities; 
calamities, and mortality of his nature ; if he had' any hopes to 
better it, to wind up himſelf ro heayen, and there take the wall of 
Cherubins, nay rival the calmefclicity and immorality of God ? 
For ſo invincible a reluiancy-haye we* againſt thenecefſity of our 


trailties, and ſo unceſlant hormetick a defire to be above them, 
by the melioration of our ſtate ; that we may truly accommodate - 


to our pride; what the eloquent Terraliian ſpake to exprels that 


of ſome of the Roman Emperours ; 5 ipſi ſe Deos facere potmiſ- - 
ſent, certe quidem homines nunquam fuiſſent, could they haye - 


made themſelyes Gods, doubtleſs' they never wonld have been 
men. Seeing therefore, that tis repugnant to that inſatiable Appersre 


of Melioration, even to infinity, radically inherent inevery entity | 


create, though { 1 confeſs) ſcarce' perceptible” in bodies devoid 
of Animation ; to deny to-it ſelf any peifeMon, which is in its 
own power to give, or acquire:-'what clearer- eyidence cah be 
expected, ro enſure our reaſon, that the Awpitation, and Limira- 
tion of all Nataral Faculties, or endowmients, is not inthe ar- 
birrary 'diſpofition, oreleftive power of Finite +ſſentes ; (and; by 
conſequence, that the Law of Propriety,-or the reſtriction of every 
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{pecies to its own orb of activity, was not made by compa@ a-- 


mong themſelves, but impoſed upon them by an 1»f:nite. 

This conGidered, it remains indiſpucable, chat the Diſtribation 
and Aſſignation of thole difterenc Qualifications, being neither 
in the power of Forewne, nor of the Things that enjoy them: it 
mult properly and ſolely belong to that ſupernatural Infinite, 
which is the fountain of Beizg, Life, Senſe, Locomotion and Rea- 
ſon, and therefore had the power freely to give them ; being in- 
duced to the Colocation of them by the mcer invitement of his 
own Goodneſs, and direfted in the convenient Diſtribution of 
chem by che Counſel of his own 3/:/dome. 

This Truth, all Ages hayc held (acred, and the wiſer Erhnicks 
both of Greece and Rome ever engraffed it into their Creed, 
preaching it to the world, though blended under the Chaos of 
their ſymbolical or Hieroglyphical Idolatry, For Homer, cour- 
ting the propitious aſpeRt -; his beſt Deity, Jwpicer, im a panegy- 
-_ Hymn ; —_ to him, asa _ and _— _ 

power of Circumſcribing and Bounding of all things, thus 


Zhiie 2161 # deter dehount, 54 whionr, 
Evpuomt, KpeiorTea., TRASFRCIY, EC» 


fovem Deorum optimum canam, & maximum, 


Lateſonantem, validiſrimum,Terminos afferentem,&c- 


And Ariſtotle likewiſe ( de Iſundo Tom: 2. pag.1592. ) cals 
his Infinitum divinum, or God, mwrgwuiwer, lic 7 mrgglada 
mu Ts, #; wnd'iv ov Tols wor dawegy dives, Quod ab eo ommia ter- 
minata ſent, ac nhil in rerum natura fit infinitum, from his 
ſetting bounds to all, things, and leaving nothing undefined. Nor 
was this unack xd by the elder Romans ; for they had a 
ſet form of deyotion, and a ſolemn ſacrifice appointed particularly 
«ad Tovem rerminalem, as Dion ſous Halicarnaſs. ( Antiquit. 
Roman. Lib. 2. þ. 133+) hath tranſmitted to poſterity, To this 
allo ſcems the {yyect congued Ovid to allude , when in his deſcri- 
ption of the Creation, he ſaith, Limmuibas diſcrevit A 
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' Now the Faculties ofall Natsral Agentr being innnediately 
derived from, and ftrifily [imited by God, ſo thatno one can 
ever tranſcend its own, nor uſurpe upon anothers confines : the 


Light of Nature will infer, that all their operarioxs allo are prx- 
cribed of yo 


, and both, the waxzer, and exd of all their activities pre- 
cifely prederermined, nay the yery time and place with all other 
adjuncts and cireumſtances of their -effe&s appointed by the Pro- 
vidence of his Infinite Wiſdome. 

Hitherto haye we confronted only Natwre to Fortaxe , letus - 
therefore now give her one charge more with an Argument de- 
lumed 4 minori, from Arr. 

Did eyer any man , that beheld the curious Mathematicks of 
Archimedes his Sphear ; the automatous flight of Regiomontanus 
his Eagle ; the” artificial wings of Archiras Dove; or thoſe in- 
animate Birds that _ _ Mathematician, whom the glo- - 
rious Charlerthe fi cted: one ponerhnd > + 
from Erapire ſene flying in at hiswindow!;- or bur obſerve the re- 

r motions in'a irehiliack Horodite), or VParcht conceive that 
—  ——— iy (| inſtiru- 
red by meer chanee; or that each wheel afſumed' ro-irtelf,, by-Lor, . 
is particular figure, ſituation, axis; yumber' of reeth, and preciſe - 
meaſure of TS. Undoubtedly no; _— rhe mn : 

, inftanly eoncluded; thy - were'the inted effects of 
Dm i A Ns hors / upon | 
maximes ef the higheſtand' moſt learned: reaton. Andiyeris our - 
Atheiſt ſo effromed with inapudenee, as to give cheek ro higown | 
Conſcience, by daringto affirme ;; tharc of the Celeſti- 
al orbs, the Laws of natural motions, and' the Archirefture of 
thoſe admirable organs in the body- of an Animal (which are - 
engines, whoſe Arrifice doth, by iincompretienſible exceſſes; tran» - 
{cend'our theory inthe mathematicks; infornuch that ſome of the - 
ſtrongeſt: skuls of our age haye ventured: craving to-findegur the 
Geometry of the Muſcles, or the Mechanicksof Voluntary my- 
ten: and yetare forced, by an hoſt'ef difficulties, to retire ang ' 
ſulpend their hopes of 00mg Orr defigne) were contrived by | 
Fortune, andnet by the Skill of an' Art;}Þ' infinite in Science and 
Power, How familiar is this Logick to: every: many underfian- - 
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Article 6, 
T he verity of 
the third Poſt- 
tion demon- 
rated. 


ding; the Figures of all things in the ad{pectable World, are ex- 
actly Geomexcical, their actions -and uſes: reſpectively accommo- 
date, their motions cgnftant and regular at all cimes, their effects 
certain, and the layys of every diſtinct ſpecies immurable ( asto 
themſelycs) ergo thoſe Figures, Ations, Vſes, Motions, and 
Laws were dclineated, appointed, affigned, begun, and enacted, 
by an Omni/cient and omnipotent Providence ? And this I con- 
ceive ſufficient to demonſrate the truth of our Firſt aſſertion ; 
viz, that that conſtant Tenor, or eſtabliſht method, according to 
which all Natural cauſes operate, was inſtituted and 1 perpetua- 


ted by an Infinite 19i/dome. 


For the (upport of our Third Theſis; that though the actions of 
all Second cauſes are impulſive and neceſſary,yer thole of the Firſ# 
Cauſe are Eleftive and Arbitrary;though God hath by the ſevere 
laws of Nature, bound up the hands' of his Creatures, limited their 
activities, and punctually confgned them their ſeyeral proyinees : 
yet he hath reſeryed” his own. free, and as an abſolute Monarch, 
can at pleaſure alcer, tranſcend, or pervert thole Statutes, and give 
a new. Commiſſion to his Miniſters to work by a new way, in 
order to the cauſation of any extraordinary effect, which his pro- 
vidence bath-decreed, of: utiyerſal, or particular benefit: we 
need erect no other pillar of argument, but that one firme and 
immoyeable baſis, the importance of the word, Creator. 

For fince to be able to prodxce all things out of nothing, by the 


 fingle efficacy of his word, or the energetical blaſt of his will, co en- 


dow each diſtinct ſpecies with faculties exactly proportionate and 
meridional to their diſtinct deſtinations, and to entail upon them to 


- the expiration of Times own leaſe, that eſtate, in which he en- 


feoffed them at their creation: doth neceſſarily imply a greater 
perfection of powers then meerly:to vary or innovate their effici- 
encies, according tothe expedients, emergencies, or occaſional de- 
fignes of his Providence : it "remains indiſputable upon conſe- 
quenee, that to allow him the Greater, and yet deny him the: /eſs: 
tobelcive him to bethe Author of that mighty and difficult mi- 
racle,the Creation, and yet. doubt the ſupremacy - of his Power, 
by conteiving that be cannot turn Natural: Agents- out of their 

common 
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common road, and order their digrefſions to the effeting of 
ſmaller and eaſier Rarities ; mnſt be a manifeſt Contradiftion, 
andan Ab/wrdity that fabbs it (elf. 


However,that we may not ſeem tg entruſt ſo noble and ſacred-a 
Truth, to the prote&tion of one ſingle Reafon ; irbecomes our 
care to ſuperadd, for themore ſecurity, this. defence alſo. If God 
hath frequently manifeſted his Supremacy, by working effetts as 
well above, as againſt the eſtabliſht and cuſt omary power of nat#- 
ral Agents, in times paſt ; then, doubtleſs, 4s not his arme ſhort- 
xed, nor the fountain -of his energy dryed up, and he can do the 
like, in the future: but he frequently hath ; ergo, &c. | 

The Major, I am ſure, no man will boggle at, who ſhall con- 
fider, that tis the proper privilege of Devinity, 'tobe ſtill the 
ſame, that that virtze, which is-extreme, and ſo above all addi- 
tion, muſt neceſſarily alſo be aboye all decay or diminntiogg, and 
therefore he that conceives God tubje&t to Mmntability, Tay 
or Deflux, blaſphemes the _ » Purity” and Eternity of his 
Effence, and holds'bur'a falſe Idea of his Nature. | 

Nor can the Af5nor require more proofthen its bare Prolations 
unleſs the unbelcif of any man ſhall be ſo inflexible, asnor te 
bowe at the Conyulfion of a truth, which the Records of all Na- 
tions, Times, and Religions; lye to atteſt; For that there 
have been obſeryed: Prodigions and miraculous accidents, (ſuch 
as the moſt obſtinate Idolaters of Nature, andthoſe who grew 
pray in the ſtudy of her laws, cuſtomes, and ſecret ias, and 

epta liſt of her forces ; were ſurprized with aftoniſhment ar the 
conſideration of:and after a vain and tedious ſcrutiny into their ab- 
ſtruſe Cauſalities, were forced to refer ro. the immediate arme of 
a Supernatural efficient) the indiſputable monuments of faithfull 
Antiquity bear witneſs. And he, who hath not heard of thoſe 
Three grand Examples ( to omit the enumeration of any other, 
that are not uniyerſally.beleived by men of all intereſts and per- 
{wafions) of the ſuperiority of Gods power to that of his ſeryant, 
Nature;viz., The Univerſal'deluge, the Ceſſation of Oradles, and 
the toral Eclipſe of the Snwat: the paſſion of our Redeemer: can 
give but weak teſtimony, that he is cither Jew, Mahometan, or 
Chriſftian, T The 


Article 7. + 


A farther con- 
firmation of 
the ſame by an 
Argument, 

from the mi- 
raculous opera- 
tions of God i# 
preterito. 
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Article 8. 
That there was 
an univerſal 


Deluge. 


Article 9. 
The Ceflation 
of Satans Ora« 
cles, after the 
advent of the 
Word of 
Truth, proved 
authenciquely, 


The Firf# being reputed not onely true, butiacred, and there- 
forcheld as point of faithin common by all three Religions;nay 
countenanced eyen by Pagan ftories, and more, their ſerled ac- 
count of time ; they computing the ſecond ſpace or interyall of 
Time (the Firſt being little better. co them then Prolepticall, 
or as the Heathen called ir, Adele, immanitelt and obſcure, was 
dated from the beginning of the World to Ogyges Floud, which 


was about 530' yeers after Noahs) from the Floud to the firſt 


Olympiad, which anſwers to the year of the World 3174. and 
comes within about 20 years- before the foundation of Rome, 


The S:cond being imbraced, and made authentical by the gene- 
ral conſent of Chriftians ,, upon the forced acknowledgment of 
thoſe, whoſe imereſt obliged them to inyalidate it ; and thoſe not 
wi #ns ſurrounded with the horrid darkneſle of idolatry, 
an ing no day-break from the glorious Sun of Ri 
neſs ; but eycn of the;'Devi/ himſelf : who though the Father of 


lies, and his bonour fo highly concerned.in- the intercifion of his 


res and deluſions, could not yet diſſemble this yericy ; 
bur ar four ſeverali:times, and in as many ſeverzll places publick- 
ty proclaimed it. Firſt, when from his famous Oracle at Delphos he 
confeſt himſelf ro be rongue+ried; his fallacious predictions coun- 


termanded, and his ſo folemnly pretended ping ; 


able ro rerurn no other anſwer to the great Angſt ( 
errand was to taye his fortune told him) buc this : 


Ae Prey Hebrews, Divos Dems ipſe gubernans, | 
Craeve fedr jubrt, riftemque redire ſub Orcum ; 
' Hrus ergo dehinc tacit diſcedito naſtric. 


-An Hebrew Child, that God,, whoſe power's above . 
| All other Gods, commands me to remoye. | 


__ 
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A ſecond time, when Legion howled out the hideous dirge of their 
black Prince, and the ſhoars were heard by Mariners far off at 
ſeato echo their groans into this diſmal note; Grear Pay i dead: 
as Plutarch hath reported in his defe of Oracles. Arhird, about 


the time of Conſtantine, lo afteRionately magnified by Zuſebims, 


in his ſad complaint, that his lips were ſealed up, his Prognoſticks 
ſuppreſſed, and his ſophiſtry fooled, by the Righteous wpon earth: 
as the fame E xuſcbins hath related 5» Vita Conftantini. And 
again,in his excuſe to the Emperour I#lian ; who being ſuper- 
ſtitiouſly curious to foreknow the ſucceſs of his great expedit 
into Perſia, and therefore addreffing himſelf wi ing (o- 
lemnity to the temple of {polo Daphnes, to anticipate the know- 
ledg of his fortune, could notwithſtanding worm our of him no 
other {atisfaion but this ; that he ſhould fprſt remove the bodies 
about him, _ he could have the liberty to return him au 
anſwer : as T heodoret hath regiſtred, who allo tells us, that nor 
long after that Temple was conſumed by lightning. 

Buc I muſt heer arreſt my Reader with a Gn and ſhort Ad- 
yertilement, that by the Ceſſation of Oracles, I may not intend a 
total aud abſolute expulſion of that grand —_— from all his 
Fanes, Tripods, and other ſhops wherein he profefled his deluſi- 
ons, at once ; as if the Incarnation of Truth had firook him 
dumbat one blow : but an extermination of him from his me- 
rropolitan Temple at Delphos, and ah 1ntercifion, Diminution, 
or ſenſible Decay of his Amphibologies, Preditions and other 
Far pms places. or _—— a I ſhould on only 

a con on upon my felf, rhat unſatisfactory 

which he ſtanunerd —_ —_— being full 363 years TT 
nativity of him, thatcruſh't the Serpents head ; Oo alſo incur 
the juſt cenſure either of being ignorant of, or undecently neg- 
leing thoſe ſolid reaſons, which Plutarch, Snetonixe, and Our 
modern learned Wits, Montacutizes, and D!, Browne have ade 
dueed to atteſt the continuation of his ceremonious i 

and ſolemn cheats praRiſed upon groſs and credulous Pagans, 
in the point of Yaricination, much beyond the riſing, ſetting, and 

ion of the Sn of r1ghteonſneſs,who came down to 

reſurre&ion of the Sur of rightronſneſs,who y; ne 
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Article 106; 
That there was 
a prodigious 
Eclips of _ the 
Sungat the paſ- 
fon of our Sa- 
viour. 


thoſe foggs of Hell, and irradiate the poor benighted world with 


Light ſupernataral, 


And the Laſt is (worn to by all. For (1) the Chritias hath it 
ratified to him both by facred and profane AuQtority : (2) the 


' Jews, thatdeny Chriſt to haye bin the true: Meſſias, do yer: ac- 


knowledg| the prodigious Eclipſe of the-Sun, that renowned his 
paſſion: and (3) the T»rks, who allow him to haye bin no 
more thena geat and holy Prophet, as their Alcoran frequently 


intimaterh ; are-yet ſo zealous of the honour of their: antient re-- 


cords, that they - would confute him with a fcimiter, who ſhould 
dare' to indubirate the preterition of ſo remarkable a wonder, 
which certified the half of the earth of its-verity; bythe ſenſible 
perſwaſion of a: panick terror ; inſomuch that many of the Jews: 
who beheld ic, were ſo ſhatterd with fear; that their hearts were 
rent aſwell as the yail of the Temple,and themſelyes ready to ſneak. 
into the grayes of thoſe Saints, that were newly riſen, to eyidence 


' his'conqueſt oycr death, and giye humanity a prelibation or raft 


of the benefir-of his tufferings. Nor was this, as other Ecliples, 
only Partial and Vertical to Hierufalem ; bur the darkneſs was 


vifible tothe whole Hemiſphear : els, how could the eEgyprian 


Aſtronomer take notice of it, and being amazed at the unnatural 
Apparition, cry out, Ant Dews Nature patitar, ant machina 
wmund: diſſolvitur ; as the reverend Father, his nameſake, - D5ony- 
ſix hath remembredin his Epiſtle ro Polycarpre, and Apollopha- 
nes ? els, how could the -antient Greeks, in their Annals, have 


filed upa monſtrous DefeRtioen of the great Luminary, in the 4th, 


year of 202: Olympiad ;- as _—_ T rallianus noteth'? Now 
the 4, year of the 202. Olympiad jumps eyen with the 19th, of 
Tiberins, and the 33. of the Nativity, which was the: 4745. of 
the Julian period ; and therefore that exa&- ſynchronhilſme makes 
that monſtrous Eclipſe obſeryed by the more mathematical eyes 
of the Greeks, to be the ſame which happened ar the death. of the 
Lord of life: | 


"That 
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That the Catholique Deluge was purely Supernatural, and 
the deſtruction of all. Living Creatures upon the ſublunary Glo: e 
(thoſe few that were ſhifted aboard the Ark, only preſerved ) by 
an Abyſs of Waters, immediately. cauſed by the reyenging 41 
of that ſame Fruitfull, Spirir,. thar formerly brooding upon-the 
ſame abyſs of. waters, . had hatchtthem into being;; -though of 


| ſomedifficulty to him, :that ſhalf waye all teſtimonies deduceable 
| from the ſacred relation adl{cribed to Moſes : can yer be no im- 


poſſibility co prove, from Conſiderations meerly Phy ical. For . - 

Firft, the vaſt Quantity of Waters requiſite to oyerflow the 
whole earth, and preyail upon the high hills, nay exceed the heads 
of the moſt lofty mountains by15 cubits{for »rowntains there were 
beforethe fi ws els how could. the waters by degrees encreaſing, 
aſcend and coyer them.: and therefore thoſe wanton Wits, which 
affirmthe Antediluvian earth to.have had her face a meer Plaxe 
or level, without thoſe' protuberancies and rugoſities, undertake 
not only a Paradox, but a manifeſt Abſardity, point blanck-re> 
pugnant aſwell to the Text, as to the natural Neceſſity of thoſe 
Inequalities) could not be powred out from the- Receptaries 
or ſtorehouſes of the Ocean ; the Earth haying as great (if nota 
oreater) ſhare inthe Terraqueous Globe, as the Waters, and the 
[naar Alcitude of the mountains, by more then rwo-parts 
of three, at leaſt, tratiſcending the profundity of. the deepeſt Cha- 
nel of the Sea, that ever the ſounding line of any Mariner did pro- 
found, except of that Barathrum or Vorago Aquarum,- in mari 
dulci, between Roeſt and Leoffelt, deſcribed by Olaus Magn ; 


which yet is but a. kind of SHice or fink, and therefore of no - 
conſiderable latitude. For thatthe Eminency of the higheft Hills - 


hath ſcarcely-the ſame proportion. to. the Semidiamerre -of the 
Earth, that there is-betwixt x1, & 1000 z hath bin frequently 
demonſtrated by many of our beft Geographers : and-though we 
deſcend to Eratofthenes his commenſuration, who hath affirmed, 


chat by inſtruments Dioptrick, and an exa& meaſure of thediſtan- - 


ces of Places, ,he hath certainly found the Altitude of the higheſt 


- mountairis not-to exceed tex ftadia ; we ſhall not however be 
provided of water enough inthe. bowells.of the Sea to adyance - 
7 T.:3 | OUC.. 


Article 11- 
A Demenſirati- 
0x of the im- 
poſhbiliry of 
the Catholique 
Deluges pro- 
ceeding from 
Canſes Natu'a!. 
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our inundation , the depth of the profoundeſt ocean ſeldom a- 
mounting toa 100 Fathom,as Scaliger (38 Exercit. contra C ar- 
danum) hath npon juſtifiable grounds declared. 

Nor can this immane Colle&ion of Waters be derived, as 
ſome have inconſiderately opinioned,from the 7#/hole lower Region 
of the Aer condenſed into clouds, and thoſe compreſt into waters. 
For(to take no tric notice ofthac large Tohu,Y acunm Coacerva- 
txm, or Nothing, which muſt then haye bin introduced, from 
the lurface of the Waters up to the midle region ; which Narzre 
could neyer endure, nor had God any neceſſity to enforce, ) if 
Aer condenſed into Water ſhrinks into a ſpaceor Cominent, 400. 
times leſs then what it poſleſt before cendenſation ( for fince 
Wacer weighs 400. times heavier then Aer, as the ſubtile Galz/s 
( Dialog, I, del moviment. pag. 81.) examining the proporti- 
ons of Gravity betwixt thoſe two bodies, demooftratiyely. diſco- 
yered ; ir mult neceſſarily carry the fame proportion alſo to 
Space, or Locality, ) then aſluredly, when we ſhall haye calcu- 
lated the perpendicalar height of the Armoſphear, or lower regi- 
on of the Aer, and red gary 1p part : we ſhall ſoon 
be fatisfied, that the Addition which the Aer Aquefied could 
bring to the waters of the Sea effuſed upon the boſome of the 
| earth, cannot ſuffice to ſwell the Deluge ſo high asche ſernialti- 

tude of many lofty mountains, ſuch as $/orzs in Norway ( which 
Franc. P atricins, out of Fr. Baconand Scaliger hath accounted 
the higheſt on the carth, ) Arhosin Macedoma, Tenariff, Can- 
caſns, Atlas, &c. whoſe tops make large encroachments on 
the midle region, and ſeem to invade the Famament. 

Again, to charge this immenſe Accumulation of Waters upon 
40. 4ays rain, though we ſhould conced that rain to be neither 
Sea evaporated, nor Aer condenſed; is hot to undo, burentangle 
the miracle. For raking the Altitude of the mountains according 
to the calculation of the moſt moderate Geometry ; and then 

ſoberly perpending what aggravation to the Waters of the Sea 
now conyerted upon the carth, the moſt yiolent natural rain of 
40. days and nighes could probably make, which the moſt hy- 
rbolical conceit cannot advance higher then-40, fathom : we 

ſhall eafily dere che difficuley. 
And 
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And ſecondly, as N ature could not afford the Material Cauſe 
of this general Inundation, the Waters ; fo neither the Mighty 
Efficient, or — that ſhould with ſuch prodigious impe- 
cuofity-hoyſe up ſo huge a maſs of Sea, contrary to the firong re- 
nicency, or depreſture of irs Gravity, drive it trom its native eaſy 
Currents in the declining veins and cavities of the earth, upon an 
abſolute &yw gsptiay or Accliyity on the eleyated ſurface thereof, 


and make it fall in Catara&is up-hill. For (1) though the Waters 


deſire to ſtand above the mountains, as the Divine Hebrew Poer 
hath pleaſed to phraſe it (P/alm 104. verſe. 9.) yet they bur de- 


fire it, and by their own inherent and efſential Tendency are 'ren- 
derd uncapable to ſatisfy that elemetital amYition ; for water 


mitted to its own propenſity- or inclination, immediaiely ten- 
deth downward : and therfore he that can conceiye a river to 
delerr irs declive chanel , and climb a precipice, without the vio- 
lence of a Miracle; hath a Phanſy, bur a weak judgement : 
nor need any man deſpair to de his credility ,thac Helmonts 
ridiculous Romance of the Cauſe of Exrthqueks ( viz. that an 


Angel, or miniſter of Divine reyenge, deſcends into the Centrals 
of the Earth, and there with a great Capper or Sledge giving 2 
mighty 7 h«mp againſt the feet of Rocks, makes a hoarſe or grave 
its ſound, rends the: foundations : 
maſs jnro 2 75gor, or ſhaking fir of 


kind of Bow, which enlars 
thereof, and puts the ——_ 
an Ague. ) is 4 folid and philoſophical Vet 


And thirdly; as the Waters could not eleyate themſelyes, ſo + 


neither could the- Artrattive Virtne of thoſe Celeſtial Magnets, 


the Sun, Moon and. Stars, work them our: of their depths, by - 


rarefying them into- vapours, which mounted up tothe midle re- 


| es of the Aer, and there encountred by intenſe Cold, -ſhould 
reduced to clouds, and thoſe again difſolyed in- Cararafts.-.. 
For ſhould wegrant, whatthe Arabian Aſtrologers returned: in 
anſwer to the e/Egyptien Caliph, who had ſetthem to unty this 


knot ; v3z. that there was a great Comunttion of 3 and * not 
long before the floud, and the malignant influence of that confe- 
deracy-much aggravated 'by\another fatal Convention of all the 
Planers, in the watery hgne of Piſces, immediately preceding it, 
as. Sepher 7uchafin ( fol. 148. ) hath delivered; which the 


learned - 
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learned AMirandsla hath lufficiently diſproved, and ſmiled ar 
yet muſithe greatneſs of the Efe# manifeſtly confute the poli. 
bility. of that for.a Caſe. Firſt, becauſe Nature hath frequently 
ſhewed to the world the like Conjun&ions, bur never the like 
event : and again, becauſe thoſe Lyminaries are not commiſſto- 
ned with ſo unlimited a power, and intheir ſtrongeſt conſpiracies 
of influence can at moſt but weakly incline or di/poſe, not at all 
compell or- neceſſitate ; nor are their deſtinations to rwixe, but 
conſerve the world. ; 

If therfore-Natwre, uniting all her diviſions of Waters below 
the Moon, into one great heap, or Abyls, mult yer fall very much 
ſhort of that immane proportion requiſite to furniſh out the De- 


-luge ; and though her ſtock had bin large enough, yet could ſhe 


not, without apparent deftruCtion of her elf, 5. e, intringing thoſe 
fundamencal Conſtitutions, or Elementary Laws, whole conſtant 
Tenor only defines her to be Nature, affiſt to their eruption our 
of their proper Receptaries, and their R—_—_— Aſcenſion up 
hill : truely, Lam yer to learn, what can be conceiyed to remajn, 
but this, that thoſe Decnmani Fluftns, thoſe immens Catarats had 
both their /#pply and morion immediatly from that bigh hand, to 
which nothing that he wills can bedifficult. | 

With this Problem, I contefs, Thave more then once impuzled 
my reaſon; yet doth the difficulty ſometimes enflame my Curio- 
fity to enquire out-the preg part of the miracle : viz. 
Whence Omnipotence ſummoned this mighty Syndrome, or Con- 


| flux of Waters to appear, at [0 ſhort a warning, pon the face of 


the Earth, or in what part of the Uniyerſe they were quartered 
before, and by what wayes and means they were drawn off again 
and voyded after the Floud > That eminent Maſter of the Opticks, 
and excellent Mathematician , Chriſtoph. Scheinerns (in Roſa 
Vrfina, pag. 693+) diſcourſing againſt thoſe who have aſſerted 
the Ivcorryptibility of the Heavens, & quoad partes, & totum, 
introduceth Ferdinand. 2uirinus de Salazar. a Jeſuit, in his 
Comment upon 27. verſ. of the 8, chap. of the Proverbs of Sa- 
lomon, delivering his opinion derived. from others, together with 
reaſonsto ſupport-it; that there muſt be a Tehowm Kabba, or Aby/5 
of Water: above ic Firmament, or betwixt the 8h, ſphear _ 

Þ Tne 
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the Shecinah, or dwcllirg place of God, The Texts of Scripture, 
upon which this opinion 1s ſupported, are (T1) the 7. ver/. of the 
I. Chap. of Geneſ. where the Author of that book deſcribing 
the ſeyeral piles or ſtories of this great building, faith thus ; and 
God made the Firmament, and divided the Waters which were 
under the Firmament, fxom the waters which were above the 
firmament, &c. (2) that of David (P/alm 33. verſ. 7.) he layd * 
up the depth in ftorehouſes. (3 ) that of the Angel to Eſdras(2.ch. 
4. verſ. 7.) propoſing queſtions to puzle weak but proud mor- 
tality; How many Springs are above the Firmament, or which 
are the outgoings of Paradiſe ? (4) that expreſſion of the greateſt 
Naturaliſt, Salomon ; and Wiſdome ſaw hin ſet his compaſs upon 
the face of the depth (which the Sepruagint, plus de ſententia, 
quam de ſingulis vocibus ſoliciti, have rendred, aderam cum ſe- 
cerneret ſedem ſuper ventos.) (5) that alſo of the Pſalmiſt (Pal. 
104. verſ. 3.) who hath layd the beams of his chambers in ths 
Waters. ” 
Upon theſe and the like perſwafions many of the moſt learned 
Rabbines, and after them not a few of our modern Divines, haye 
concluded ; that at the Deluge the Floudgates of this Thom 
Rabba, were unlockt, and the waters being ſhowred down in 
Cataracts upon the earth, {ſwell'd the deluge aboye the mountains. 
This, indeed, ſeemed ſmooth and plauſible to my firſt apprehen- 
fions, and promiſed not only to fatisfy, but compenſate my for- 
mer anxious diſquifition :- but when I had a little recoyered my 
thoughts our of the pleaſant* ſurpriſe of the novelty , and caſt 
about, by what conyeyances or Aquedt#- the tides of this S- 
perceleſtiall Ocean might be tranſmitted through ſo many Orb? 
(which not a few great Clerks haveaffirmed to be Solid ) with- 
out diſlocation of any one, at leaſt without interrupting or con- 


founding their regular Circumyolutions; which happend not, for 


the ftars Kept on their Courſes, as the retrograde Calculations of 
their ſeyerall Periods will ſoon evince : as allo, if they were tran(- 
fuled, what became of them afterward, when the fourty days 
were oyer ? For either they muſt be returned from whence they 
came, to repleniſh that monſtrous Vacxiry ; their abſence had 
made betwixt the 8, orb, and the het ; orelle ——_ 

| | cer 


146 


The General Providence of God, demonſtrated. Chap.4, 


— 


&rticle 12. 
That the Cefſa- 
tion of Pagan 
Oracles, upon 
the incarnation 
of God,was an 
effc& meerly 
ſupernatural 3 
comprobared 


uncontrollably, 


heer below, and fo-perpetuate the Inundation, and-ſo put God to 
the exigent of making a new ſupply of Waters aboye the firma- 
ment. When, Lſay, I had abated the: edge of my Credulity with 
thele occurring difficulties, I fadly relapſed into my former in- 
certitude, Not but that I am-almoſt perſwaded, from the literal 
{ca{e of thoſe Texts, that betwixt the Shgginah or paradite of God 
and his bleſſed retiaue, and the 8. orb, there is a Tehom Rabba; 
for [do not {ce-how thoſe placescan be otherwiſe, if rightly, in- 
rerpreted;: but; that. I, cannot yet drive my: beleif beyond: thoſe 
two objetions,. and-find. it more ready-to incline to this. Con- 
jecure.(for tis. yetigonend farther ) of my own; That God mu- 
raculouſly created a ſufficient ſupply of Waters purpoſely for the 
Delugp, aud afterwards. adnihilated them again. This, I am-ure;, 
was aseaſy.to him, as: any; other Courſe imaginable ; leſs: inju- 
rious to and: inconfiſtent with-the works of the former Creation; 
and renders the wender- moſt familiar to our Comprehenſion, 
If it Be objected upon me, that God put a period to all Creation: 
altes the fir bHexameronagr fix: days: ; 1 ſhall defend! my: (dl, 
withthebarreh aof-Meal; and: cruiſe: ob Oyle, thac ſuſtaind the 


* Widaw and her-{onn; the famin-off Zarephath ;. wherein there- 


vas a, freſh Creatihnofiiwe -ſeveral/ubſtances, with all-their ſpe- 
cifical; Agcadewtsabout-themevery, day; ;. ora tranſmutation: of 
Aes, intQ; Mal) and Ople; which: was- equivalent, And as. for 
the.other, harſh. term off Audnihilation, I ſay:tis equally: facil- to 
him, toreduceanythingto, as toeduce it from Nothing: Bur: this 
might well hayve-biadpared, iebeing. my: 
thatthe Deluge:was-not\ Natmrall , not-to. di 
fition hows or. by: what<rypaicke 


 " ThatcheCefſations ox; (cacher)- Tmterviſion: of Oracles, was: 


an-Archeivemcao diffiguly; for:the fingle:arm of Nate ;, I con- 
cave-femmall: diſpute, /but-ſuch ridiculous Ipnorams inthe Mera 
phykeksofiSperirs, og/Scale of) Createrer, ascndeyourito indy- 
biaterthe;yery Ex:ftence of Evil; Angels, and -refulsto be per-- 
{waded; thatchereis any ſuch realiEmrixyas'a Dewl; without-a 
Demonſtration from Senſe, andthoconviftion of an Apparitions- 
Buvifanydhally. the- beſt; adyics: nxy-haſt cat as cata == 
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them, is this; that they would weaye their fong clue of thoughts 
into this ſhort and plain Dilemma. 

We mult grant, either that that black Prophet, Saran, made 

a volwntary or ſpontaneous refignation of hisuſurped Diyiniry, at 
the nativity of the Prince of Peace ; and of his own accord grew 
Glent, upon the Advyent of the Word of Life : or els, that by a 
Power infinitely more abſolute and ſoyeraign then his own, he 
was compelled to confels the decay of his tyranny by an Exile from 
his Altars, and himſelf firacken with an Aphonia, or Pally in his 
double tongue, 1o that all he could utter, was, that he could no 
longer ſpeak ; for one of theſe two Propoſitions muſt be true. _ 
' The Firſt cannot ; fince to make a Vo/#ntary Confeſſion of 
his [gnorauce, Impotency, and ſkbjeftion,in the face of the World, 
and eſpecially in tho!e places, where for ſo many Ages together he 
had ſolemnly pretended to Ommniſcience, Omniporence, and Swpre= 
mary ; is Wholly repugnant #0 Satans Pride : nor would that 
Ambition, whicheyen in the purity of his nature ſpurred 

him beyond the ken of his Angelical wiſdome, up to an Attempt 
of the higheſt impoſſibility, (viz. to make himſelf equal to that 
E ſſente, which made him what he was) ſuffer him to proclaim 
himſalf to be leſs, then what he had made himſelf appear ro be 
in the eſteem of his infatuated Votaries, For nov lhſtindily 
the hand of Divine Vengeance had hurled him, (like a prodigious 
Meteor that durft outface the brighter S»», from which its ſplett- 
dor was deſumed) ' from the highett heaven into the loweſt hell ; 
and degraded him from the moſt glorious order of Creatures to 
the moſt vile, accurſed and deſpicable : yer is his Rlonjach' as 
great, as when he afpired to the throne of U ity ; nor hath the 
$715 rot4,0r reverberated flames of hell eyer fince,bin able to con- 
e that humor of Cowpetities in him, Witnefs his feyeral impu- 
dent invaſions ofthe prerogative of ——— to himſelf 
the'tribute of Divine Adorariow from his ſuperior,man;nay even 
from the: Sonne- of God, when yer he more then ſuſpeRted his 
Divitiity. Beſides, asit ſeems a manifeſt Conmadidtion, thatthe - 
Audbor of Pride ſhould freely dere& his own fone - fo alfo, 
that the Farher of Hes ſhould voluntarily broach # 77»th, and 
fuck a ono as once receimed ——_ impeich him of a” 
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and diſcoyer his Indivinity ; cannot but ſound a yery great im- 
probability arleaſt. For how. unlikely is it, that that ſophiſtical 
Spirit, whoſe Tyranny was founded, tupported, and continued 
ſolely by his cunning promotion of Error, and his ſubtil work- 
ings upon the deceptible Condition of man ;- ſhould willingly de- 
pole himſelf, diſmantle his ftrongeſt holds, proclaim the impo- 
ſures of his Amphibologies, and divulge his ruine, by rectifying 
the ſeduced judgements of his greateſt Fayourites, and declaring 
a Verity that muſt diſprove all that ever he ſayd before > How 
difhimilar to Reafon, that he who durſt adyenture upon the 
higheſt falſhood in the world, ro make himſelf Ged : ſhould. fo 
far forget the maximes of his black Art, as of his own accord to' 
confeſs himſelf to be the baſeſt of Extities, a Devil > How remote 
from all the ways of perſwafion, that he who had boaſted himſelf 
Ubiquitary, uſurped: by acounterfeit title the Monarchy of the 
World, and given out, that the Preſcience of Future Events was 
not only. the natural annex of his Omm/cience, but the Preordina- 
tion and diſpoſal of them the adjunt of his Providence : ſhould, 
without the impulſfion of a ſuperior, betray himſelf chained ro ut- 
ter darkneſſe, ro bebut a. Save, thatthere was a ſetled law of 
Fate above his comptroll, as in hisexcuſe to Cr&/s ruined by his 
Amphibologie, and that his Providence was at belt bur Prefs = 
tion from the concurrent inclinations of ſecond Cauſes, nor his 
Predifions of things to come, other then artificial Conje Fares ? 
To conclude, no man,. I ſuppoſe, will be able to remember any 
other Inſtance of the Devils Fidelity and Yeracity (thoſe Con- 
feſſions of Chrifts Divinity, and that in the preſence of 7rarh 
it ſelf, that he came from compaſſing the earth in queſt-of whom 
he might deyour, mentioned it holy Writ,excepted;) or produce 
one ſentence of truth eyer ſpoken by him to his own difadyantage, 
beſides this ohe ; that he was commanded to fbut up his Oracles, 
by a Power, which he could never -contradit: And therefore 
the Second Propoſition muſt be rrwe and evident: yiz, that his 
Oracles were ſilenced by the immediate hand of that Cax/e, 
whoſe Aivity is (0 far aboye the Power of either Satan or N atwre, 
caken either fingly,or combined together, (for the Former is but 
a languid Agent, it you deny him. the auxiliatory concurrence - 
c 
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the Latter) as Infinitude isabove Limitation, Almightineſs aboye 
Impotency, or Omniſcience above Ignorance. 

Now to me, this procels of Argumentation ſeems {o ſmooth, 
familiar and cuſtomary, and the whole leries of InduQtions fo ob- 
viousto a dialeQtical conſideration ; that, when I refle&t upon the 
facility of their occurence to our thoughts, I cannot but extremely 
wonder, how ſo many profound and circumſpeR Philoſophers, 
and thoſe whoſe threads of life were unraveld in the eager purluic 
of knowledge, could referre the ccflation of Oracles ro Natural 
neceſsities, and acquieſce ina confidence of thoſe weak, remote, 
inconfiſtent, impertinent and ſo contemptible reaſons, urged by 


Plutarch, &c. to falye the difficulty of this accident, and ferye as 


a ſpecious Aſ/ylam for their puzled curioſities to retreat-to. 


Laſtly, that that generally confeſt "Eclipſe of the Sun, (and, 
indeed, the only one'this great Luminary- did ever ſuffer ; ſince 
we may with more propriety call all ochers but Parrial {nter- 
ceptions of his light, by thelefſer body of the Moon interpoſed in 
a ſtraight line to ſome part of the Terreſtrial Globe ) which hap- 
pened at the Death of Chriſt, was above, nay againſt the funda- 
mental conſtitutions of Nature ; is manifeſt from hence, that on 
the third of April, or Feria ſexta, being the Paſſion day, in the 
year e/Ere Chriſti nati 33. (which is ſynchronical to the 78, of 
the 7#lian account ) the Sun and Moon were then in oppoſition 
diametrical, and the 21007 herſelf totally eclipſed in Libra tothe 
Antipodes of feruſalem : as may be certified toany man that can 
read the Celeſtial Ephemerides backward, 5, e. recalculate the pe- 
riodical Conjunttions and Oppyſitions of thoſe two great Lights 
of heayen, by the Tables of Aftronomy, For thoſe Charatters of 
time being punCtually reſtrained to ſer& certain periods,the Aftro= 
nomer may as eaſily attain to the minute of any eclipſein preterito,. 
asto the preſcience of any #» futuro; provided that his Hypotheſis 
be ſound, and his Schemes ereted with. exa&tneſs correſpondent : 
nay ſuch is the certitude of this rule, as to the ſtri& deciſion of time, 
that though the Aſtronomer may chanceto learn of the Hiſtorian, 
thar hea hank binan eclipſe;yet for the determination of its preciſe 
time & place,biſtory muſt go to{chool to Aſtronomy,as Scaliger(de 
u3. Emenaat.- 


Article 13. 
That the Eclips 
of the Sun, art 
the death of 
Chriſt, was 
purely Meta- 
phyſical, irrefu- 
tably demon- 
traced. 
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Emendat. tempor.) hath obſerved to our hands, Thus when 
Exſebins and Dio had recorded an Eclipſe of the Sun to haye 
falne qut a liatle before the death of Auguſt as, and ſo to have 
been a kind of prodigy portending the fall of fo bright a Star ; the 
Aftranomers coming after to examine the ſynchroniſme, by their 


_ retrograde calculations, found the Hiſtorians in a double error : 


that Ecliple being not of the $S##,but the Jſoox;and not preceding, 
but /xcceeding his funerals. 

To aſſure the mixacle yer nearer, let us look back to the Ele- 
ments of Aſtronomy. The Eclipſe of the Moon is cauſed by the 
Intervention (for {o tis according to the moſt probable Hypotheſis 
of Copernicus ) of the opac body of the earth, between her and 
the original of her light, the Sun ; and the Eclipſe of the Sun, by 
the interpolition of the Moon betwixt him and the earth : and 


| thereforethe Sun cannot be eclipſed, but when he isin Conjuntion 


with the Moon ; nor the Moon, but when ſhe is in oppe/3t50# to 
che Sun, Yer notwithſtanding doth not every monthly conjunRti- 
oh and oppaſition of theſe two lights produce an ecliple to one of 
thetwo ; but only that Conjunttion and Oppoſition which is Dia- | 
metrical: 1. e, when the Central point of the Syn faceth the Cen- 
tral point of the Moan, and that again confronterh the centre of 
the earth, ſa dixeRly, that att arrow ſhot in a Rreight line from 
the circumference of the Sun thraugh ics Centre, would allo per- 
pendicularly transfix the Centers of the ather two orbs. And this 
falls ouronly when the Moons Eccentrick tranſeReth the Suns, in 
thatline, which is forthat reaſon called the Ecliprick ; nor this 
3 moxe then two points, called by Prolemy, the Nedi, or knots, 
and by the Arakians, the Head ang T aite of the Dragon. 

Again, theſe Znter/eftions are nat conſtant to ons certain paint, 
or place, but circumgyrated by a ſlow motion, make @ circle of 
18 years — ; and therefore every 1 8* year the Moon muſt 
be eclipted in the fame degree of the ſame ligne in the Zodiack, in- 
fallibly tothe end of the world : which is the rule by which every 
| _ k maker doth calculate: his predictions of 

Naw this being excopitated, and the: eclipfes; retrived back. as 
aigh.asthe 5c, or foot ofths Juliancompute, by revolving the 
leayes 
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leaves of the Celeſtial Volume; we difcoyer thac the Moor in 
deed, was naturally eclipfed on the ſclf fame: day, wheteon the 
Sun prodigiouſly ſuffered together with its Author, in the 2/ deg. 
of Libra, the opacity beginning to the horizon of Jeruſalem ſome 
few minutes before fix' in: the eyening : fo- that: che Saw wasno 
ſooner {et in the Welt, bux the: Moon! appearert in:the- Eaftdepri- 
ved of more-thery half her light; the Catcalariow and fanre of 
which Lunar eclipſe, are largely ſer down by Serhar Caluifens,. 
ro-the 3 of April, imthe 3.3 year of the! Nativity, under T3berivts 
Ceſar, and by Henricus Buntmgins, tm Chronologid Carholit« 
fol. 237. And thereupon we may ſafely. condude, hae the De- 
feftion of the Moon, on the Paſſivry day; being Narnrval; 
that of the Sun on the ſame'day-muſt be Suprrrarwal; ithbring 
impoſſible! for the Moon tor keep: rwor different ftarions, or co 
poſlels thoſe two oppoſite points of heayen, whict'definie che Cone 
jun&tion and Oppotition,at one and the ſame time. This S. Ag. 
( 3. de Civit, Dei cap. 15.) had reſpe& unto, when he ſaid ; 
© uam ſolts obſcurationem,non ex canonico ſyderum curſn acci- 
diſſe oſtenditar, quod tunc erat Paſcha Pudeorum. 

Twas a Diſmal day that ſame, though the King of Terrors 
was then vanquiſhe ; "A Darkneſs was not only «pox, but under 
thecarth:the miratulousobſeurarionco wt Hemiſphers; 
of neceſſity caulingaidefetion of the Moon inthe ſubeerrmedis 
one, and Wer ons cnet : and 
2 ſecond watwrab eclipſe of the Moon {aceveding! within fipHonure 
after ; nay , morethen allthis, Sap (the fgnifferoF Put jel 
agotayated: this horrid) opacity, - for at the ſdriierioit rifling , 
the Horoſcope, he" belicld* Bothy ectipfes-ini a) {hitare malignant” 
afpe&, 

Fediugh this celipſe was: Vnnttwral- tothe San, ptr whales” 
niltay: yet rwaspurely Natwral per ouuniSitey, itbeingrequri-: 
ſite; nay neceflary for-a* eator refltrof Dight coſutfei 
ftfhion, when the Foun aiweſ Lightves utiders' cloud} projet 
forthe Crextwre-tb 1 with the Crearor. Ahd Ire, 
though twas-2wificcle; yet!rivas*ne wordl#. Thewonder witit* 
the” reyerle-part of the atcidtnt; that-themoſt glorious Str of! 
Righteouſneſs ſhould ſiffeen ditk atd/utwatacal crbipſe, ro'es>/ 
Pate - 
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Article 14. 


The Adequa- 
tion of all to 


the verification 
of the Authors 


third Poſition. 


plate our deeds of darkneſs. Nor was that a wonder neither, 
now-I think ont ; for twas the naturat effett of his infinite /ove 
to mankind. 


And this, Ipreſume, the moſt tubborn and prejudicate Atheiſt 
will admit, as eyidence both flrong and clear enough, to evince 
the yerity of our Minor Propoſition; viz. that God hath, in 
times prelapſed, frequently manifeſted his prerogative of cauſing 
effefts not only ſuperior, but alſo contradittory ts the ordinary and 
eſtabliſht Laws of Nature, his ordinary inſtrument, when ſach 
effeftts ſeemed either neceſſary, or expedient to his Providence : 
and therefore our Concluſion, viz. that his arme is not ſhortned, 
and he can doe the like in the future, upon any occaſional emer- 
gency deſigned by his ſecret counſel ; comes not much ſhort of 


| perfeRly Apoditiical. 


Article r, 
Lucretins his 
blaſphemy,rhat 
mans igno- 
rance ot the 
energy -of Na- 
tural Cauſes, is 
. the ſole baſis of 
the opinion of 
an #nverſal 
Providence. 


Sncr. VI. 


/ | 
| VE havenow brought our ſelyes tothe laſt 0bjef5on urged 
V againſt Univerſal Proyidence ; namely , the #nequal 
diſtribution of good and evil, or the frequent occurence of eyents 
which carry too much appearance of Temerity, to be interpreted 
the mature deſignes of an infinite /i/dome; and ſeem too oblique 


and deflefting towards Partiality, to ſtand in a right line with 


the hand of d1vize Inſtice,which muſt be conceiyed to diſcriminate 
berwixt the Pons and mpions in the Confignation of Happi- 
neſs and Miſery, and accordingly to diſtribute its benefits in = 
proportion to the merits, at leaſt the worthy ſuſceptibility: of the 
receivers: this isa member belonging to another head, and falls 
more properly under the contents of our next Chapter, of the 


Special or Particular Providence of God; and therefore we ſhall 


chither transfer the plenary refutation thereof, making it the ſub- 
je& of this laſt ſeQion, to blow off: thoſe light and cobweb 
ſcrmples ; that were ſpun by that Spider, Lacrerins, when he 
compoſed 
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compoſed theſe verſes to alienate mens minds from the fear of an 


albaatnt Moderator. 


Cetera, que fiers in terris, caloque tuentur 

Mortales, pavidis quom pendent mentibs' ſepe, 
Efficiunt animos humileis formidine drown, 
Depreſſoſque premunt ad terram; propterea qued 
1gnoranria cauſſarum conferre deorum 

Cogit ad imperinum res, & concedere reguum, & 

© uorum operum cauſas »ulla ratione videre 

Poſſunt ; hec fieri divino Numine rentar, &c. lib, 6, 


Thoſe bug-bear Meteors, which the tim n"rouseyes 
Of pavid Mortals wonder at i'th skies ; 

And thoſe unfrequent Prodigies, that appear, 

On carth ( while their weak ſouls are fool'd by Fear) 

Are the ſole charms, that cmaſculate, 

And cheat mens minds toa beleif of Fate, 

And ſome vindiftive Numen. For, becauſe | 

Men nnderſtand not, Nateres cryptick Laws, 

Nor her occult Efficiency ; they fly, 

( To falvetheir /g»*rance) to Divinity : 

And idly reſt in this ; what ere befall, 

Twas cauy'd by Providence, that fipotegh "th 


The Redar Htien. 
__ 


True it is, indeed, nor-will any thing bur ipnorance deny that Article 2, 
Phyſiology, or. the ſpeculation of Natural X- ie ons Th Ther 43 


ro raiſe the mind of :manto a ranger , from myhencals ©" 
may ſecurely, and wichoue that vertigo or | 
ally curnes the brains of the multitude, che moſt ag pod | 
ous meteors ; and look in the g face of Li 

out growing ale, while thoſe, that below _— 
with needleſs horror ,andacereadyto be ſhook $0.66 with ſu- 
perſtitious fear, 

True it is allo, as Lacretins would haye i Kd that tis $ unyorthy 
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fe& of Reli- 


gion, 


che cy and ſetled conrage of a Philoſopher, when he ſees a 
bearded-comet, hears a loud crack of Thunder, orfeels the earth 
unhinged ( all which Natural events common. eyes gaze upon as 
horrid Portetits, and dangerous agontes of Nature ) inſtantly to 
forget his Principles, and rum to conſult wich the ſuperſtitious 
books of theHerarians, and other puſifanimous Comments on 


thoſe pavennts, ot meceflary Phamomenas, whole Caufalities are 


eſtabliſht,and theit preciſe comingencies preſageable by the cafie 
prognofiicks of mereorolovy.. 

But however, th rhis ought to-preyent our fears: yet it 
cinnhot be-extended co the extin3tion of our deyotion. Though 
it may commend our knowledge, to {mile when the heavens 
frown © yet # more commends it, if we look abayethem, and 
through choſe viſibte operations of Nature diſcoyer that inviſible 
cauſe, thar made,iconſeryes, and regalatesher, Though it demon- 
ftrare our fiſtin'Phyltcks, toftand unmoyed , when the ground 
trembles : yer will ir dere our ignorance m the Metaphyſicks, 
not to fall proſtratein an hanible reverence to that ayefull majeſty, 
that ſtretched ont the Worth vver the empty place, and hanged 
the earth ngonmrhing, And thoughit be an honour ro our Rea- 
ſon, to explore the Abſtrifities of Nature, and readily refer her 
moſt admirable efe&s ro their proper efficients : yer,ac the ſame 
rime;not to confeſs that onmipotent Agent, which is the ſoul of 
all energy; and- the higheſt Tink in the Chain of Cauſes ; diſho- 
nours it evento the moſt odious ſhame of Artheiſme, which is the 
greateſt ignorance, 


Nor isit Relipionthat takes men Cowards ; forthe beſt way 


j cohardenthe' Spjyir of man, is firſt to {often it with che Fear of 


Gabe antithenobleft Tinftire of magmnimiry is extracted our 


of ati hattible-appretiviſion, and/fiduciary acknowk t of 


anal obſervime Deity.” This the wile Father well underſtood, 
when” tefuring-chat impions error of the'Poer, Primus in orbe 

rromer hewric this golden Aphoriſme; Os Dean non 
agnoſcis; ir:904 Dominunvexcutit Tuperbum, ſed averſarur.op- 
timum Þ arentem ; cujus reſpettu Animus fit nou Formildine hu- 


mullis; ſeabreo orenieih Filncm plenes. 


Again, 
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ſupreme Gauſe, we do not derogate a jot fromthe Power 


Again, when we alcribe the Eng of the World to one Article 4+ 


cond Cauſes ; but rather confirme- and ſubſcribe the Charter of ef 2 General 


their deputations : fincewe thereby inferre an aſſurance, that thoſe 


Providence, 
conſiſtent with 


Cauſes are really ſuch as he was plcaled to. conſticute them, that p,, 7210s,. 


their aCtivitics are but emanatians of his omnipotence ; and their 

cffeAs the appointments of his Wiſdome. And upon. this medita- 

tion is it, that when we obſerve unfrequent wildfires in the Clouds, 

ſhaggy Metcorsin the acer, Trepidations in the carth, and ather 
the like admirable effeAs reſulting from the concourſe and oon- 

ſpiracy of poteut Natural agents ; we doe. not- inſtantly quench 
our wonder and check our curioſity, by aſcribing che produRtion 
of them ro God, (o as if he were the ſole and .mmmediate Anthor 
of them, and that no ocher Natural Cauſe intervencd betwixt 

his Volztion and their Cant;ngency : but by \uppoſing him to he 
the Firſt and General Can aſwell of that particular one, as of 
all athers in tbe World,; and. that; beſides the Firſt there is raqui- 

ted a Second Particular one, whole indagation will fully com- 

nſate the ſweat and oyle of our fludy, and which we muſt: not 

deny, though we cannot diſcover, but acknowledge it tobe 2 

Natural one, however to obſcure for the inyention of our peripi- 
cacity. We” oy 


To conclude, out of this one Fountain may be derived fireams 
enough to rince away all thoſe feculent Scrwples,which the polluted 
wit of Lacretins hath ſcraped off the Thunderbolt, to obſtruct 
the current of Providence. For the Principles of that affrighting 
Meteor are comprehended under that ſeries of Natural Canſes 
which God permits to a& their appointed parts, oh the theatre of 
this ſublunary Globe ; nor doth he force them from the ordinary 
road of their eflential and, proper Aivities, upon any extraor- 
dinary or new way of violence:and therefore tis as natural an eyent 
if this Granado of the clouds fall on the head of an Innocent, as 
if it fell on the head of the moſt gxz/ry perſon ; as regular for it 
to ſtrike the facred batlements of a Temple, asto light upon an 
unhallowed roof;and as conſonant tothe rules of its projedtion or 

X 2 explo- 


ſolved. 


Article y. 


Lucretins his 
ſcruples con- 
cerning rhe 
ſeemingly re> 
merariousg ef- 
feats of the 
Thutderbolt; 


ly re- 
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exploſion, to be ſhot point blapck at any mark on /ad, as to be 
diſcharged at randome on the Sea. h 

But Leto ſome haye, by way of objection, enquired ; why did 
not God, that he might leave nothing to Chance, at his firſt inſti- 
ration of the Laws of Nature, ordain ſuch a ſeries of Cauſes ,both 
for the Generation and Exploſion of the Thunderbolt, and limit 
their operations to ſuch a certainty of events, as that it ſhould 
never come to paſs, that this Fireball ſhould deſtroy the Good, and 
wmiſs the Impionus ? 

This itch of ignorant, and therefore bold, curiofity may eafily 


' be mortified by applying this euporiſton or obvious /o/urion ; 


that the exds or defignes of Particular Providence, in thele or the 
like occurrentes, are full of Pradence, as tothe intention of God; 
though full of obſcarity, as ro the inveſtigation of our unequal 


\ Unaerſtandings : and therefore for us, when we cannot find out 


theſe imperceptible ends, therefore to conclude that thoſe Acci- 
dents , are meer accidents, and have no ends at all ; is not to 


palliate, but aggravate our ignorance, 'fince tisa raſh and open 


deluſion of the judgment of man, to preſume that he is acquainted 
with the ſecret Counſels of God ; a madneſs beyond the ſeverity 
of Bethlems, for mortality to pretend ability to read thoſe Arcana 
Imperii, or myſtical decrees of Fate, written in inviſible Hierogly- 
phicks, whych are too hard for the intuition of Angels. - 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 


The eſpecial Providence of God 
Jp Demonſtrated. 9 


Szxcr, L 


3-SA4Q2w Aving fayled oyerthe immens Ocean of Gods Gene- 
>: Ye > ral Providence, by the direction of our own con- 
= 0 gcnial Cynoſure, the Light of Natwre ; our next 

91» voyage ought to be up the channel of his Parti- 
cular or Special : which'being the golden River, 
that conſtantly invirons the Microcofme, or 
Tſle of Man, and imports all the advantages and mutations of 
Happineſs and Miſery,that occurre to humanity during the trade 
of life ; is that point we haye thus long coafted abour to diſco- 
yer. But before we put into themouth of this Exphrates *, we 
conceive it neceſfary firſt to ſound, and ſend out our Pilot Reaſon, 
to detet thoſe Shelves and Rocks caft up by the common Ad- 
verfary of mankind ; upon which many weak veſſels have foun- 
derd, ſprung datgerous leaks of Atheiſme, and ſo ſunk down 
right into that Barathrum of ſorrow, which knowes no exhau- 
ftion, and admits of no regreſſion. 


Article r. 
The intro- 
duQion, inti- 
mating the neer 
cognation be- 
twixt this prc- 
ſent, and 
the precedent 
Theme ; and 
the neceſlity of 
the Authors 
beginning ar 
the Atheiſt 
Objeftions. 

* Ab zvpgat- 
vetp, q a= 


grum letum fie- 


C 


reddat. 


Fn 58 


The Special Providence of God, demonſtrated. Chap.s. 


Article 2. 
The firſt ob- 
jeRion, deſu» 
med from the 

_ . Apathie of the 


Article 3. 
The lame ex- 
cogitated by 
Epicurns : and 
promoted by 
Lucretins, 


Divine Nature, 


 walum facere, atque noc 


The Firſt of thoſe, we finde to be that contraprovidential Ar- 
gument of that Secretary of Hell, Epicyrns ; Ynod beatum eſt, 
ac immortale, id neque ira, neque gratia tangi : that thoſe Paſſi- 
ons of Anger and Love are inconhiftent with the conſtant and im- 
mutable condition of that Natare, whoſe fimple eflence is com- 

ounded of Immortality and Beatitade ; and therefore, as Buſi- 
neſs and Cares muſt deſtroy the Tranquility, fo the aftetions 
of Indignation and Placability muſt ſubyert the Conſtancy, or 
eternal Sameneſs of divinity ; and upon inference, thar neither 
our moſt teryent mpieries can accend, nor our penitential Tears 
extinguiſhthe Wrath of God. | 


. 

That this poylonous Grape grew upon that wild Vine, Epi- 
curus ( that we may not ſeem to belie the Deyill) is not only col- 
ligible from its ſtinking odour, and affinity of tafte, that ir bears 
ro that deteſtable defign of his ( in Epiſt. ad Herodotum) to eraſe 


_ outof the mind of man all the impreſſions of Religion, by the 


induction of a beleif, that God doth not oblerye the good and 
evil a&ions of men, in this life,and by conſequence ſhall notcom- 
penſate them with Felicity, or milery,after death : but manifeſt 
upon the aſleyeration of three judicious and conſfientions wit- 
neſles, Seneca, Cicero, and Laftantins. For the Firſt chargethir 
upon him in theſe words ; ( 4. ae Berefic. 4.) D inquit Epi- 
curus, mihil agit, nec magis illum beneficia, = injurie tan- 
grunt : The Second in haks Dis, inquit Epicurms, neque propi- 
ths cnignam efſe ſolent, neque irati, (3. de Nat. Deer.) the Third, 
in theſe ; De ſchola Epicnri.gfh,;ficut iram in Deo non cfſe, ita nec 
gratiam quidem ;* nam cul 7 tat Epicurns, alienum eſſe a Deo 
£:4ued ex affeftx iracuudie plerumg; 
naſcitur, ademit ei etiam beneficentiam , quoniam widebat con- 
ſequens eſſe ;ut ſi iram babeat Deus, babeat & gratiam.. Ttaque 
»e Viriam concederet, etiam Virtutis fetis expertem. Which ax- 
gomene his diſciple Zxcretins ( who, as Theſexs, {corned to 
orſake his Maſter, though he led him into hell ) hach contracted 
into this Triſtich: 


Nam 


159 


N am privata dolore omni, _ peraciss, 
1pſa ſms pollens opibus, whil indig a nofri, 


N ec b ene promeritis capitur,neque tangitur ira} 
Th' Immortal Nature, placed above the {cnc 
Of 1orrow;danger, and all indigence, 
Rich in irs own Perfebtions ;' neither can 
Smile at the Good, nor frown at'h /l/ of ay. 


The impore of all which-amountsto no higher a ſur of reaſon, 


then only this ; that the Supreme N atwre, being wholly imploy- 


ed ina blisfull vacancy, aod-entirely taken up with the fupela- 


tively- pleaſant contemplation of ics own ;excellencies, hath caft 


che rains upon-our Owninecks, conminted-che managery.of all our 
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affairs to our own providence, and-hears neither the clamours of | 


our profane impieties, nor- the Gghes -of our ſupplications, bur 
_ unconcerned in,ſounregardant of all our ations. Sic 


enim [eſe res habet, ut ad proſperam, adverſamve fort unam qua - 


ts fis, aut quemadmodum wvixers, nibil suterſit ; as Cetta, per-- 


ſonated by Cicers (3. de Nat. Deor.) or as Caſar in Lacan, 


we Nanquan ſe cars Deorum 
Sic premit, ut weſtre- vite; veſtraque {aluts. 


Fata vacen t ———- 


The Culrexe heventabjaſiion Care ; 
Nor doe the Fares look how-you Mortal: fare. 


The Second, objeted \frequently againſt the Stoicks , by the 


Academicks, as that incomparable Atheomaliix , Lattantias, 
hath obſerved' ( de rs Dei, cap.13.) is this; Car, þ Deus om- 
nia hominum cau([a fecerit, etians nmulta comraria, & inimica, 
& peſtifera nobis reperiantar, tam in mari, quam in terra? It 
man be the chief obje& - of Gen: love, and his welfare the 
incention -of his Providence ; -why then .did he create ſo many 
powerfull and malicious enemies againſt him, inall elements, and 
till expoſe him'co-encouncer more dangers chen — 
then. 


Atticle 4. 
The ſecond 
objeQion, ex- 
torted from 


' mans being ob- 


noxious to the 


gratd hoſtility of ma- 


ny other Na- 


ture<. 
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Article 5; 
T he laſt ob- 


jeion, of the 


Adverſity of 
the Pious and 


Proſperity of the 
Tmpious, in this 


life. 


then his haires can number ? If God bean indulgent Father, how 
dares Nature prove (her ſelf ſo cruel a Stepmother to man ? If 


| his Creator intended him for a Favorite, and made him the 


centre in which all the lines of his bleſſings ſhould conyene to 
makeup a full and conſtant felicity ; how comes it to pals, thar 
the vileſt of Createres inſulc over him, and make him the point at 
which all their darts of hoſtility are leyclled, ſo tha his life is 
made a full and conſtant infelicity ? 


The Laſt, and indeed the moſt dangerous rock, againſt which 
innumerable numbers not only of unhappy Ethnicks, that wan- 
ted the Compaſs of true Religion, and ſo were forced to ſteer by 
the imperfect Chart of their own watzral judgment ; but allo of 
Chriſtians, who had the ineſtimable adyantage of the Scripewres 
f the only Loadſtone that neyer deflets from the point or unity of 


* truth ) have ſuffered ſhipwrack; is this : The calamitons conditi- 


on of the Virtuous, und the proſperens eſtate of the Vitions, in 
this life. 

The moſt full and accurate deſcription of this Scylla we can 
meet with amongſt many of thole venerable Fathers,who with as 
much profound learning, as ſtrenuous induſtry, have attempted 
the remove of it; is given us by Lafantins ( lib. 3. cap. 17.) in 
theſe words : Videbat Epicurns bonts adverſa ſemper accidere, 
parpertatem, labores, exilia, carorum ami[siones : malos contra 
beatos eſſe, augeri potentia, honoribus affici. Videbat innocentiam 
minus tutam, ſcelera impune committs. Videbat fine delefFu mo- 


"rum, ſine ordine, ac diſcrimine annorum, ſavire mortem : ſed 


alios ad ſeneftntem pervenire, alios infantes rapi, alios jam ro- 
buſtos interire, alios in primo adoleſcentie flore immaturis fune- 
ribus extingui. In bellis potins meliores & vinci, & perire, 
maxime autem commovebat, homines imprimis religioſos malis 
affici ; iis aurem, qui aut Deos omnino negligerent, aut minus 
pie colerent, vel minera incommoda evenre, vel nulla. To the 
obſervation of Epicarns it appeared, that unjuſt Fortune, not 
the diſcriminating hand of Divine Providence , had the dif- 
penlation of Happineſs and Miſery : for Adverſity is the com- 
mon coghizance of Honeſty, and: poyerty, unceflant and unſuc- 
cesfull 


— ee 
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cesfull labours, baniſhment, loſs of friends, and the like dolefull 


accidents are alwaies in the lots of Good mez : but on the contra- 
ry, Proſperity is frequently the pathognomonick of Villainy,and 
increaſe of power, accumulation of honours, and other blandiſh- 
ments of fortune are the portion of Vicked men, That the ready 
way to danger, was to be innocent ; and to be extremely nefarious 


the only hopefull means to attain impeniry. That death, like an 


inconſiderate Tyrant, ſpares none upon the exceptions of age, 
ſex, dignities, or merits ; bur, raging in an arbitrary way of cru- 
elty, ſuffers ſome to unrayell their clue of life to the lalt minute of 
old age, while he cuts off the threads of others more hopefull in 
the firft rundle of infancy. That he extinguiſheth the vital lamp 
of ſome, in their brighteſt and ſtrongeſt luſtre ; of others before 
they are well and throughly kindled ; and permits others to 
ſhine till they have conſumed their laſt drop of oyle. That the 
{word of war both conquers and cuts off the moſt noble and ya- 
liant heads : while the degenerous and cowardly eſcape unwoun- 
ded. And, what with the greateſt yiolence ſwayed him from the 
belcif of Particular Proyidence, that the moſt religious had, for 
the molt part, the moſt affiiftions ; but thoſe, who either contem- 


_ned,or negleted,or but coldly affeRed the worſhip of the Gods, 


had either leſs & lighter misfortunes, or none art all. 
Nor did the impiety of Epicxrss reſthere, but, as if this ob= 


| jeRion, though fine enough to-entangle the phanſies of yulgar 


flies, were yet too looſly woven to enſnare the judgments of more 
deciſive and penetrating heads; proceeds to reduce it to more 
cloſeneſs an] fleckaile by ſuperadding theſe ſophiſtical knots, 
Ant Deus vult tollere mala, & non: poteſt; ant poteſt,, &* now 
vult ; ant neque vult, neque peteft; aut & vult, & poteſt. Ss 
vnlt, & non poteſt, imbecillis eſt, ideoque nou Deus ; fi poteſt, & 
non vault, invidus eft, quod eque alienum a Deo; fi neque vult, 
neque poreſt, & invidus & imbeciltis eſt, ideoque neque Dems; 
þ vult & poteſt, quod/olum Deo convenit, unae ergo mala ? aut 
car illa non tollut ? 

Either God is willing to amoye thoſe evils fromgood men, 
but cannot ; or can, ahd will not ; or neither can, nor will ; or 


both will and can, If he hath a will, but not a power, then ws 
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Article 6. 
The ſporadical 
diffuſion there- 
of upon Eth- 
nichs, Hebrews 
and Chriſtians: 
and the proba- 
biliry of cheir 
opinion, who 
hold the book 
of, Fob, to be 
a. Treatiſe con- 
eerning the 
ſame ſabjeR, 
inGauated.. 


he impotent, and ſo no God. If he hath a power, but not a will, 
then is he maleyolent and enyious,and ſo no God : for malice 
and weaknels are equally incomperent to the divine Nature. Tf he 
want both will and Power, then is he both maleyolent and im- 
potent ; and by conſequence no God. If he want neither, as he 
muſtnot if he be.God : whence come thole eyils ? or why doth 
he not amovye them ? 


And too far did this deſigne of his ſucceed ; for the contagion 
of this peſtiferous error became ſo Epidemical, as that it diftuſed 
it ſelf not only upon his ſchool, and there corrupted the brains of 
Philoſophers; but dilated eyen to the infeRtion of the more re- 
mote and grofſer mindes of zy/omen and Poets ( both which mi. 
tation makes eakly ſubje& toany impreſſion of falfbvod ) that 
lived many ages after him. For Women , witneſs that relation, 
affured by the records of Athenens (lib. 13.) of one Danae, 

to Leoutixes of the Epi {e& ; who being on her 
way towards the place appointed for her execution, in the bitter- 
nels. of her ſpirit, ejaculated this. deſperate blaſphemy : Nor 5»- 
Juria Deos 4 multis contennmi; nam quod menm maritum {erva- 
vi, hanc mibi gratians rependunt Dii ; Laodice antem, quod ma- 
ritum ſunm interfecerit, maxumo in honore eft. —— good 
reaſot.are the Gods contemned by many: ; for that I have taith- 
fully-preferyed my husband from-an.immature death,do the Gods 
thus.uneracefully gratificme with chis: my own unjuſt and yio- 
lent one: but Zaodice, becaule ſhe hath perfidiouſly deſtroyed 
hers,doth now live, floutiſh;and hath her guilty head incircled with 
a wreath.of the mot refulgent honours. Whether the crime, for 
which ſhe was ſentenced, might deſerye ſo ſeyere a doom, as 
death ; Idare not determine, our Author being not poſitive, nor 
openin that particular : but this I am ure of, that ſhe ſuffered 
juſtly ; and therefore though I cannot acquit her [udges, I may 
her Execnationers, For Poets, witneſs that confeſſion of Ovid, 


Cum rapiant mala Fata bonos, ignoſcite faſſo 
Solicitor nwllas e(ſe putare Deoz. : 
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When I ſee Good men by ill Fates tofall, 
( Forgiye'r ) I think there are no Goa at all, 


Nay the ſober Claxdian profefieth, that the Felicity of the 
moſt ;99pious and unjuſt, and the ſmart Affli&tions of the Pions 
and juſt perſons, here on earth, had often ſtaggered his confidence 
of Divine Providence, and more then inclined him ro become an 
Apoſtate from all Religion, and declare himſelf on the fide of 
Epicnrns. 

Sepe mihs aubiam traxit ſententia mentem, © 
Curarent ſuperi terras ; an nullus inefſet © 


Lib. 1. mm 
Rufinum, 


s . F 2 
Reflor, & incerto fluerent mortalia caſu : ſub init. 


Sed cum res hominum tanta caligine volvz 
Aadfſpicerem, lztoſque din florere nocentes, 
Vexarique fios : rarſus labefatta cadebar 
Religio,canſaque viam non ſponte ſequebar 
Alterins vacuo que currere ſemina mot u 
:Adfirmat, magnumque novas per 1nanc figuras 
Fortuna, non arte regi, que Numina ſenſu 
Ambiguo vel nulla putat, vel neſcia noſtrs. 


Ofc hath my dubious mind ſeem'd well aſſur'd, 
That Gods aboye th affairs on earth procur'd ; 

- That one wile ReFoy all eyents did ouide ; 
Nor Good; nor 1l{ from Fortanes wheel could ſlide. 
But when I ſaw the Chaos of mens Fates, 
The Guilty flouriſh long in ſmooth eſtates, 
And Innocence afflited ; was the heart 

Of my Religion ftab'd, forc'd to take part 
With the adverſe opinion: which concludes 
That an immenſe YVacxiry includes 
The Principles of all ; in that vaſt range 
Fortune, not Art, doth their old Fig»res change ; 
Goas thereare none, or ſuch asdoe not know 
What parts ſelf-ruling 2ſortals att below. 


Concerning this eminent Poet,. Clasdiar, there hath been old 
S 3 hacking 
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hacking and ſlaſhing among Antiquaries, whether he lived in the 
owle light of Paganiſme,or theilluminating day of Chriſtiani/me; 
St, Auguſtine, Þ, Orofins, and Paul the Diacon (the two for- 
mer whereof flouriſhed not long after he was withered) deſcri- 
bing him to be a Chriſts nomine alienus, and paganns pervica- 
ciſſimus ; and Franc. Petrarcha and Lanainus having adopted 
him for a Proſelyte, and affirming himſelf ro be not only Chri- 
ſtiane pietati addiftns, but allo ro haye bin the compoſer of 
this deyout Epigram : 

Chriſte potens rerum, redenntss conditor @v1, 

Vox ſummi, ſenſuſque Dei : quem fundit ab alta 

 Mente Pater, &c. 


But if he were a Chriſtiax, yet could he not want the excuſe of 
very holy Precedents eyen of that profeſſion, who had fre- 
quently {tumbled at the ſame tone. For the Rojall Hebrew, 
whoſe Aſuſe was. the Holy Ghoſt, though a man after Gods own 
heart, a Chriftian by the baptiſme of his prophetique faith, and 
one who had frequently inſtructed his harp-ro echo forthPane- 
gyricks of the ſpeciall Proyidence of the great preſerver of men ; 
had yer his confidence ſometimes damp't, and judgement eclipſed 
by the ſame fogg of error, exhaled from ' his experience of 
the proſperity of Libertines. Nor was the ſhock of this tempta- 
tion eafily withſtood by ſo ſtrong a Champion ; for it made him 
reel again, as he thus confefleth : My feet were almoſt gone, 
my ſteps had welnigh ſlipe. For I was envious at the proſperity 
of the wicked. They are not in trouble, neither are they plagued 
like other men. Their eyes ſtand out with fatneſſe : they have 
more then their heart could wiſh. They are corrupt, and ſpeak 
wickedly concerning oppreſſion : they ſpeak loftily. They ſet their 
mouth againſt the heavens + and their rongue walketh through 
the earth, Behold, theſe are the ungodly, who proſper in the world: 
they increaſe in riches. Verily, 1 have cleanſed my heart in vain: 
and waſhed my hands in innocency. For all the day long have 1 
bin plagued, and chaſtened every morning, &c. 4 Pſalm. 73.) 
To which we may annex that blunt and emphatical leſſon of 
Jeſus ben Syrach ( Eccleſiaſtic, 2.) My ſon, if thou = to 
erve 
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ſerve the Lord, prepare thy ſoul for temptation : the concernment 
of which every man underſtandsto be this : The more righ teons, 
the more afflitted, Here allo is a conyenient place for their opi- 
nion, who affirme the Book, of Job to have bin intended as no 
hiſtory (though they conced him to have bin no faigned perſon, 
from Ezek. T4. 14. and James 5. 2. butarcal example of both 
Fortunes, in an exceeding meaſure) but a grave Treatiſe concer- 
ning this ſubject, viz. the proſperity of the impious, and conſtant 
adverſity of the pious, comprehending the arguments of both the 
Opponent and Defendant of Divine Providence. Which is groun- 
ded upon ſtrong probability, fince, as S*. 7erom hath obſeryed' 
and atteſted, in the original Hebrew, from the beginning of the 
book to the 3 verſe of the 3 chapter, where the complaint of 7ob 
begins, all is writtenin Proſe,and thenceforward during the whole 
P0940 the 6*", yerſe of the laſt chapter all in Hex ameter ver/e,, 
where the compoſer again let looſe his pen into proſe, whereby 
itis manifeſt that the Proſe was deſtined for a Prologwe and. an 
Epilogue ta the conteſt in verſe. Now every man knows-the ſor- 
rows and ficknels of [ob to have bin too intenſe and urgent, to: 
endure the calme and leaſure requiring humor gf Poetry either 
in himſelf or his friends : and therefore muſt tne book be compo- 
ſed by ſome Perſon not moleſted with. either of thoſe two im- 
pediments, but of fercne thoughts, and acquainted with the an-- 
tient cuſtome of diſpoſing their Moral Philoſophy into verſe. 
And thereare i»ftances enough toilluſtrate both the contumacy: 
and large diffuſion of this 0bje&;9u. 1 might haye ſayd more then 
enough ; the —__ and moſt military Faith among us, though. 
afſiſted by the moſt evident and firm reaſon, being hardly able 
july to boaſt an abſolute conqueſt of, and conſtant immunity 
from the ſharpe clandeſtine aflaults of the ſame ſcrmple : and ſo 
no man necding other example to eyince the frequent prevalency. 
of it, but what his retired meditations may find alleaged in the: 
inventory of his own frailties, lapſes, and remprations ; (all which 
are punQtually and orderly regiftred by that recorder of his ſoul, 
which the Divine call's SvyziSyas, or Conſcience) eſpecially in 
theſe evil times, wherein Pzety, Wiſedom, Iuſtice, Temperance, 
Fortitude, Innocence, and all other Graces and Virtues. are. 
* 2 depoſed, 
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Article 1. 
'That man is 
the fole objet 
of Gods ſpecial 
Prgvidence, at = 
gued from 
hencezthar he 
is the principal 
obje& of his 
( extrinſecal ) 
love 3; and 
char inferred 
from hence, 
(1) that God 
hath imprefled 
vpon the mind 
of man 2 grea- 
ter knowledg 
of his Divinity, 
then upon any 
other Crea- 
ture, Angels 
only excluded : 
(2) that man is 
-onlyqualifiedto 
ſpeculate, ad- 
mire,and laud 
the pulcb7itude 
of Nature, 


depoſed, and onely their Contraries advanced ; in a word, where- 
in nothing can make a man temporally miſerable , bat the ſevere 
profeſſion of. Goodneſs. 


Sx cr. II. 


{Sew God extends the right hand of his Providence upon the 
head of man(the Heir of all his 6/e/sings,though the youngeſt 


- of his Creatwres)ordering the occurrences of his lite, nay the man- 


ner and moment of his death,by a paternal and ſpecial care,more 
excellent then that whereby he is pleaſed to regulate and dilpoſe 
the operations of all otherEntities in the Republique of the World; 
is amply manifeft from hence, 20d majorem ſui hominibus 
quam ceterts rebus notitiam impreſsit, that he hath impreſſed 
upon the mind of man a knowledg of his Divinity more. cleare 
and diſtin&t, then upon any created natures befide, Axngelical and 
intuitively intellenal ſpirits only excepted. 

For though all the works of God carry, inthe front of their 
diſtin& Forms, ſome certain Signatures or Characters, that un- 
deniably atteſt their Creation by an Efficient. infinite in Power 
and Wiſedom , and in that reſpe& may be properly enough ſaid, 
to ſhew forth the glory of their Maker : and though all Animals 
do, by a kind of tacit homage, confeſs their origination from, 
and conſtant dependence on one Eternal and Ommipotent Cauſe ; 
yet are they induced, excited, or rather impelled thereunto, 5- 
ſtinftu ſolum quodam ceco, only by a blind and: confuſed in- 
Nin&, of which themſelyes haye no poſſible notion. Bur as for 
the Favorite, man, he holds a clear and diſtin idea of the Na- 
ture of God, as hath formerly bin demonſtrated ; and hath there- 
fore a Logical, aſſured, and expreſs cognition of his Creator and 
Conſervator, and that ſo radically united, or identified to his 
efſence, that it can be no Paradox to ayerr, that this ſcience is 
part of his ſoul, though that be a ſimple, pure, homogeneal, and 

| ſo 
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ſo indiyifible ſubſtance : nay ſome modern Enquirers into the 
nature of the toul, have deſcribed itto be, Aus fimplex Cog- 
nitions omnium, que cogneſci poſvint, a fimple AR, or preſent 
Cognition of all things incelligible, z. e. of God, and conſequent- 
ly, tis not in the powerof the moſt deſperate and obdurate Athe- 
, to eraſe this idea out of hismind, no more then co change, 
meliorate, or adaihilate his efſence, or preyent the ftroke of 
Death. Now, what could be che Aforive, that induced God to 
ennoble man by the prerogative of this excellent Idea, or repre- 
ſentation of himſelf, other then the reflex a& of his own infinite 


Goodneſs; which in the langnage of mortality, is Free Love, ' 


tharflowed m a fuller and richer fftream upon man, then upon all 
the World befide? And what can be the End of this itmplantate 
and coefſential Knowledg jn man , other then this, that he 
ſhould conſtantly contemplate, admire,and aud the PerfeQtions of 
the Donor thereof, and more particularly that concerned Artri- 
bute, which moved him to the free Donation, namely his immenſe 
Beneficence * This being conceded, it remains a. plain and per- 
pendicular ference ; that fince berween God and man there is 
a gremter relation, or Communion (ſorhe learned Gaſſendus calls 
it, #w Animadverſ, in lib, 10, Diogen, Laert: de phyſiolog. 
Epicnyi, pag. 744. ) then betwixt God and any other of his 
Creatures : therefore alſo muſt there be a greater meaſure of 
Providence in God for man, then tor any other ; it being nect 
fary that the Providence of God ſhould hold eat: proportion, 
and bezquilibrared ro his Zove. This neceffity of a parity or 
2quipondium berwixt Love and: Providence Divine, may be 
conveniently exemplified in our felyes ; for by how much the 
more we love our Friends, Wives ot Children, by ſomuchthe 
more carefull and proyident are we'for their 'conferyation 'and 
welfare. | -f Rix Of 87 
| Again, our own Experience'is both argument and teftimony 
ſufficient, that the perſcrutationof the myſteries of Narure,and the 
contemplation of ſublime ahd: celeſtial obje&s, is proper only 
to ran ; ho other Animal being conſtituted ina capacity to rival 
him in thoſe noble operations; {And if fo, undoubredfy he mult 
violently ſtifle rhe conviction of his experience in this __ 
who. 
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who dares deny, that. thoſe heavenly beauties, and all the peices of 
Nature befide were created principally for the ule of man, info- 
much asman was' created principally to declare the Glory of the 
Creator. Ad quidenim tantus decor univerſi, niſi eſſet homo, 
qui conſideraret, ipſeque perſpetto hymnum Authori caneret ? 
Tis an Axiome of conftant Verity, that Natare makes nothing 
in vain ; and this rule, doubtlels, the learned from that Yi/dome, 
which determineth all its a&ionsto certain, adequate, and pro- 
per Ends : now we muſt grant, either that God adorned the 
Univerſe with ſuch exquiſite pulchricude, and admirable imbel- 
liſhment of Art, to no purpoſe at all ; and fo was more yain 
and improvident then his inftrument, Nature : - or elſe, that he 
conferred that elegancy and amiable decorament upon it, to this 
end, that the curious Cogitations of man might be entertained, 
exerciſed, and delighted in the ſpeculation and admiration thereof, 
and through that maze of pleaſant wonder be conducted to the 
true Elyzium,the contemplation of the, Fountain of Pulchrituge, 
and entelechia of Excellencies, God. For there is no medium be- 
tweentheſe two Contraries, nor aty hope of evading the rigour 
of this Dilemma, upon pretence of neutrality : fince God had no 
other end, wherefore he beautified the World, but his own Glory 
in chief, and the excitement of the Admiration and Magnificat of 
man, as ſubſeryient thereunto ; nor doth the World contain any 
other Nature, but Man, that is qualified with Faculties requiſite co 
the ſatisfaRtion of that end, 2x enim aliquam aliam unquam 
invenit naturam, que edificium hoc tantum conſpiciens, in Ar- 
chiteft4 ſapientiſrimi admirationem perinde rapiater ? We well 
know, that Relatives (ſecundum eſſe) politively neceſſitate the 
exiſtenceeach of other ; and therefore to allow (what cannot be 
difallowed, but by incurring a more dangerous abſurdiry )- that 
God made, and exhibited the Beanty of the World,ra»q nam ad- 
mirandum ſpeftaculum, as a ſpeRacle that cannot but excite 
Admiration in the fpeculator ; and yer to deny that he provided 
a fit and reſpeRive ſpeftator , ſuch whoſe Senſe ſhould tranſmir 
the idea of that. Palchritnde to the judicature of a higher - Fac«/- 
ty, and that :agaih be thereby” impregnated with ; Admiration 
(whieh is nothing but our Reaſons. being at a ſtatd atthe wove/ry 


or 
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or excellence of an object occurring to our ſenſe ; for what is ei-” 
ther frequent, or manifeſt to our cognition, we neyer admire: 
and that's the cauſe, why this Aﬀe:oz of the mind as it is the 
firſt of Paſsions, ſoit is the only one. that wants a Contrary, as 
the unimitable Des Cartes hath dilcoyered to us, 3 ib, de paſ- 
ſton. part. 1.articl, 54.) isnot only an impious derogation to 
the wiſdome of God, but alſo a manifeſt Contradiction to our 
own reaſon, which from the exiſtence of the Relaram, a ſpeftacle, 
immediately concludes the neceflary exiſtence of the Correlatnm, 
a ſpeftator, And that this Spectaror can be no other Animal, 
but man ; is too bright a truthto need any other i[luſtrarion; but 
what is refle&ted from ir ſelf, | 
To which Argument, of the Creators adopting man to be his 
Darling and intimate Fayorite, the Logick of eyery man may 
ſuperadd many others of equiyalent importance, drawn from the 
conſideration of thoſe Preeminences andPrerogatives,wherewith 
his Munificence hath bin' pleaſed to-ennoble his nature, and ex- 
alt him to a'neerer Cognation or Afﬀnity to his own glorious 
Eſſence, then any other Creature inthe Univerſe ; as the excellenr 
contexture and majeſtique of ih of his Boay ; the ſemi-divine 
Faculties of his Sol ; his Monarchy, domination, or royalty 
over all other ſublunary natures, Omuia enim ibs ſubmittit, 
dum omnia que'in mundo ſunt, vel ad uſns vite neceſſarios re- 
fert, vel ad varia genera voluptatum ; and laſtly that ineftima- 
ble propriety, the Immortality of his Soul. | 
Now to dire& all this to the mark ; fince God hath thus pro- 
claimed Man to be, next to his own Glory (which is the /aft of 
Ends, as his 111 is the firſt of Cauſes ) the grand and principal 
ſcope of his mighty work of Cteation ; and that he made all 
things, in order to his accommodation and well-being in this life, 
andallurement, nay manuduCtion or conduct to immarcelcible 
beatitude after Death : and fince his ARt of Providence, or the 
conſtaht Conſervation of all things, in the primitive perfeRtion, 
diſtintion and order of- their Natures, is nothing but his a& of 
Creation prolonged, or ſpun out through all the independent 
Atoms, or ſuccefhye particles of time, as hath bin morethen once 
intimated ; beyond all diſpute, the Prod mult be the we 
L wit 
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with our T heſis ; viz. That Alone the objett of Gods ſpecial Prog- 
vidence, and by caaſequence, that all occurrences of his life are 
punttnally predetermined, ordered,and brought to paſs by the ame, 


? 2 FR As every man brings into the World with him a certain Pro- 
That the ſoul 7epticall, os Anticipated Cognition of a Deity, or Firſt Canſe 
of man con- of all things, deeply and indelebly Ramp'd upon his mind ; as 
rains a prolep- hath bin formerly demonſtrated: to allo holds he, as an Adjantt, 
rical _—_ or rather a part thereof, a coc[enciall.Prenotion, that this Firſt 
_—_ + mg Cauſe, or Supreme Nature,.is the Fountaintrom whence thoſe 

Em twodifferentſtreams of Happineſs and Miſery, or Good and 

Evil, the former by Condonation, the other by Permiſcion, are 
conſtantly derived : and upon conſequence, that all Occarrences 
of his life, are the juſt and prudent Deſignations of its ſpecial 
Providence. : 

That every man, in whom the Light of Nature isnotdamp*t 
by. F apxiry, cither nativeand temperamental, or caſually ſuperve- 
nient, bath this "Eyvore, or impreſs of aweſpecial Providence, dev 
creeing and diſpoſing all events, that haye, do, or ſhall befall him: ; 
is manifeſt from hence, that no man, though-educated in the wik- 
deſt ignorance,or higheſtbarbariſme gab, bur was natural- 
ly, and by the adviſocs.of his. inteſtine. DiZater,, inclined either 
to conceive, or imbrace ſome kind of Religion, as- an homage or 
fealry due from him to, that Supreme Power, in whoſe hands he | 
- OFT oy rains.of' yt ten rn = held, and whoſe | 

avour a iene al; ethought urable, and a at 
roncable by the ORITR addrefles.of Invocation and. Sanifice, 


Articke 3, _ Andiin truth, to him, whoſe meditations ſhall: fink deep e- 
Thar this pro» nough,it will ſoon appear,that this Anticipation 5s the very root of 
leprical notion ReJzg0e.;. for though man ſtood: fully perſwaded- of the Exi- 
eh bas of ſence of God, yetwould not that alone be argument ſufficient to | 
Religion, convince him into, the neceſſity of: a deyout Adoration of him, | 
unleſs his mindiwere alſo poſſeſſed with 2.firmebeleif of this-pro- 
per Attribute of his Nature, which ſo neerly concems his felicicy 
ar infelicity, viz. his ſpecial Providence, which: regulates all the 
affaircs, and appoiats all.che Comingencies of every individual 


mans 
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mans life, For tis the ſenſe of our own Defetts, Imperfettions, 
and Dependency ,that firſt leads us tothe knowledg of his Al/uffi- 
ciency, PerfetHons,and Self-ſubſiſtence; the apprehenſion of bur 
Neceſ311e5,\s the {chool wherein we firlt learned our Orizoxs,and 
the hope of obtaining Bleſsings from his immenſe Bounty,is both 
the excitement and encouragement of our Devotion: and therctore 
the Devil ſpake profoundly and to the purpoſe, in his expoſtulation 
with God concerning the cauſe of /obs integrity, Doth Job ſerve 
God for nowght > This being ducly perpended, I hope ſhall 
not offend Theology, if Iafhrme, that fincero loye God aright, 
is to love him purely: and {olely becauſe be is God, 2. e. all that's 
truely Good and Amiable ; t5s impoſsible for the ſont of man, 
i» this life, ta love God as ſbe ought to doe: becauſe impoſſible. i; * 
for her, before her refinement by Glorification, to to caſt off all 
[elf-intereſt, as tolove him without reflexions upon herſelf , 5,e. 
without the hopes of being made eternally happy by chat love. 
If this reaſon bear not out my paradox, I dare any man to the bar .... . -- 
of Experience, and boldly appeal to the Conſcience of any the 
moſt mortified Chriftian, whether in his moſt pure, abſtracted, 
and holy raptures of Divine love , he did not always perceiye 
A confers le mixcure, and weighty alloy of /p/eity or Selfne/s. 
"That the Concefſionof an Efpecial Providence in the Supreme 
Being, whereby he conſtantly moderateth and diſpoſeth the ope- 
rations and produds of Second Cauſes for the. induRion of Good 
on the heads of thoſe, whoſe Virtuous inclinations may, in ſome 
latitude of Worthyneſs, ſeemto prepare and qualify-them for the 
gratctull. Acceptance, and genuine ſe thereof ; and of Evil on 
thoſe whoſe Yitzſities and habitual Depravities ſeety, by theim- 
portunity or violence of demerir, to extort it from: the' »ftics of 
his /ndignation : that this inbred per/waſion, I ſay, is the ſpack, 
at which all the Tapors of Religion were firſt kindled, the very 
Ethnicks themſelves, while groping inthe Chaos of Tdolatry,have 
long fince diſcovered, -Wirneſs their Magnificent Temples, coft- 
ly Hecatombs, human Holocauſts, and frequent ſolemne Invoca- 
tions ; all which kinds of addrefles they generally made ufe of, 
and obliged themſelves. unto, as the only hopefull means as well 
to arone the diſpteaſure, - as conciliatethe fayour of that Power, 
Z'2 el 
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Article 4. 
T hat Man 


brings into the 


world with 
him, an irre. 


fiſtible propen- 


fon to Reli- 
gion, 


mn whole hands they conceived the- book of Fare to be kept, and 
who had the Gardranſhip of Adminiſtration of the Fortunes not 
'only of Cities, nations, and families, but eyen of every individual 
Perſon. Witneſs alſo, that Glorious Pagan, Cicero, who deriving 
the pedegree of Religion, tathers it immediately upon the per/wa- 
fron of an Eſpecial Providence, (1. de nat. Deor.) in theſe words; 
Sunt Philoſophi, & fuerunt, qui omnino nullam habere cenſerent 
humanarum rerum procurdtionem Deos. Quorum 1 vera eſt 
ſententia, que poteſt eſſe Pietas? que Religio.? Hec enim omnia 


' pure ac caſte tribuenda Deorum numini ita ſunt, fi animadver- 


tunthr ab bis, & 5 eſt aliquid a Diis immortalibus hominum 
generi tributum. Sin aurem Dis neque poſſunt, nec volunt nos 
Juvare, ncc curant omnino, nec quidagamm animaduertant, nec 
eft quod ab his ad hominum vitam permanare poſsit : 'quid eſt, 
gued ullos Dis immortalibus cultus, honores, preces adhibeamus ? 
Tn fpecie aurem fit ſimnlationts, ſicnt relique virtntes, ita pie- 
ras inefſe non poteſt, cum qua ſumul & ſanttitatem, & religionens 
zolli neceſſe eſt. Yuibus ſublatss, pertarbatio. vite ſequitur, 5 
magna confuſio. 


That no man eyer entred upon the theatre of the World, but 
he ated ſome one Religions part, bringing: along with him an 
irr<ſtivle propenſion to reyere and adore that Narare, which he 
conceiyed fuperior to his own, and all-others: ;. cannot be obſcure 
to any, whom-either Peregrinations, or Books have acquainted 
with the religious Cuſtomes and praiſes of forreign. Nations, 
either Ancient or Modern, For: read we the yolumitous mo- 
numents of Antiquity, ere&ted by the noble induſtry of Herodo- 


tus, Diodorns, Strabo, Ptolome, Mela, Pliny, Solinas, Inſt ine, 


and other ſenior Hiſtoriographers; read we 7Munſter*s Coſmo- 
graphy, Ortelius his Theatrum Orbis, the Hiſtories of Braſile, 
written by the judicious pens of Gzi/e/m.Piſo,the Hollander and 


Phyſician to the States Fleer, of Georg, aregravus the Ger- 


man, and: ſohan. de Laer of Antwerp; and in our Mother 
rongue, Grimſtones Eſtates and: Empires, Purchas his Pilgrie 
mage (a work that ſpeaks its yenerable Compiler, to haye bin a 
man. of many Languages , indefatigable ſtudy , yaſt readings, 

large: 
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large rhapſodies, and ſtrong judgement,). Hack/rtir”s Colletion 
of Engliſh Voyages, the ſeyeral 2elcriptions-of America, toge- 
ther with the manners of its various Inhabitants ; and other 
Works Bf the Neorericks (inall which we find not cnly the 
Choreography and Topography, but alfo the faithtull Aorogra- 
phy of all the known parts of the World ) I lay, read we all 
theſe, and we ſhall find them unanimouſly poſitive in this point, 
T hat there 14 10 Nation but hath its Religion. And therefore, 
with Ar nobius (lib. 1, contr. Gent. pag. 476.) I am-boldto 
demand of the whole world ; 2ni/ſquamne eft hominum, qui 
non cum iſtins. Princips notione,, diem prime nativitatts intra- 
verit ? Cui non fit ingenitum, imo affixum, & pene in genita- 
libus matris non impreſſum, non inſitum ;. eſſe Regem as Domi- 
aum cunttorum, quecunque ſunt, Moteratorem ? | 


If any ſhalt pull me by the care, and here obje& out of Srrabo * Nticle 5. 


700 ; An obje&ion,, 
(/ib. 13. pag. 482.) that the Calaici,. a rude and ſavage people _ IE X 
, ; ! were ablolire” 
at all ;. I anſwer, that Strabo wrote this particular with-nomore atheifts refu- 


of old Spain, wereabſolme Arheifts, and worſhiped no Gods. 


authenticall a quill, but what he found drop'c from the wings of ted. 
Fame, himſelf infinuating as much :- for his words are, Calais 
Denum nullum eſſe, quidam ajunt ; there is a certain rumor, or 
traditional report, raiſed, diſperſed and authorized, where, when; 
upon what grounds, or by whom. I know not, that the Calaici 
had no religion among them. And'it a qzxidam fic ajunt, be proof 
enough to ratifie any hiſtoricall poſition, or aſſertion ; then may 
Fame aſpire to thethrone of /Trath, Fables become Hiſtories, 
and ſtrangers may beleive that we Chriſtians are the moſt ab/0- 
lute Atheiſts. For C ecilines hath reported of us, that we doe: &- 
templa aeſpicere, cs Deos deſpuere: both deſpiſe the temples, and, 
deſpite the Gods ;. as. Arnobins: (11h... cont. Gent.. pag, 748.) 


hath informed us. Article 5. 
A {cond ob-- 


Nor have I forgotten, that the two fierce Nations, the Aſaſſa- jeQion, ther 
the Maſſagcte 
and Scythians 
were deyoyd 


cal Barbariſme, and want of all Rel/zgion) have. bin Rigmatiz'd ali Retizion, 
&: 2 with prevented. 


gete and Scythians, (whole rudeneſs and want of Civility, the 
inditcretion or ſeverity of ſome hath aggrayated into an Atheiſti- 
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Article 7. 


'T har it ts not 


in the power 


of man, orally 


to eradicate 
this plant of 


Religion, or 


notion ot ſpc- 


cial Provi- 


dence Divine, 


cut of his 


mind zevinced 


from hence, 


that the moſt 
Contumacicus 
Atheiſts have, 
at ſome time or 
other, acknow- 


ledged it: as 


Article 8, 
Pharaoh. 


with the ſame infamous brand ; and therefore to anticipate this 


exception, I refer the toubting Readet to the teſtimonies of He- 
rodotus and; Lucian': the former ( lib. 4. pag. 278, & 279.) 
at large expunging that fabulous aſperſfion, and proving them 
Arict, folemne, and ceremonious V otaries to all the Gods of 
Greece : the latter (ib. de ſacrificizs. p. 57.) deriding them for 
their ſuperſticion, nay ſuch immoderate and frantique zeal, to- 
wards the honour. of their principal Deity, Diaza, as made them 
embrace the flames, and offer themfclyes as holocaultsunto her. 


Moreover, as this inoppugnable propenſity to. Religion is a 
Cyence of Gods own ingraffing on the mind of man ; fo allo is ic 
not in the power of any.man, though aſſiſted by all the iratagems 
and legions of Hell, totally to eradicate it thence. 

This is a truth confirmed by the Experience of all Ages. For, 
notwithftanding the inſolent prerences, and blaſphemous- Rhodo- 
montadoes of many miſcreants, who have gloried in the moſt exe. 
crable cognomen of "Az, and ſtudied to advance their names 
to the higheſt pinacle of Fame, by being accounted men of fuch 
abſolute and fearleſs Spirits, as that they {corned to own any 
Being ſtperior to their own, to which they ſhould be accoun- 


table for their ations : yethave they bin compelled (fo violent 


are the ſecret touches of that hand, which converts all things in- 
ro demoſtrations of his own Glory) either by the ſcourge of lome 
ſharp calamity, or the rack of ſome excruciating difeale, in their 
lives, torecant; or at the neer approach of that King of terrors, 
Death, to confels this their horrid impiety. | 


Thus the proud and Adamant- hearted Pharaoh, who deri- 
ding the Divine Embaſſy of Aofes, in an imperious rain of 
Scern, and expoſtulatory bravado', demanded of him; Qu#s 
eft Fehovah, cxjus voct auſcultem, dimittendo Iſraelem ? non ne- 
vi Fehovam, &-c. did yet, when the YViolentum of Divine Ven- 
geance by heavy judgements had convinced him ; when the true 
and real Miracles of Moſes had won the garland from thoſe 
weak Delufions and preſtigions impoſtures of his Magicians, 
and he beheld their black Art fooled” in their' yain attempts to 
imitate 
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imitate Moſes in the yifhble transformation of Duſt into Lice ; 
when the tangible darknel; that benegroed the horizon ofe/E gype, 
and fo made it more then midnight ro the eye of his body, had 
illuminated that of his Soul ; and when the frozen Granadoes 
of the clouds had broke open the iron door of his. Conſcience ; 
chen ſends he pot for thole, whom he had barbarouſly exiled 
from his preſence, humbles hiaelf before them, and howles out 
this Palinodia; Peccavs hac vice : Jehovah juſtiſſimus, ego ve- 
ro & populus mens ſum improbiſſims. 


Thus Herod Agrippa, who, in the morne, to enhance the 
eſtimate of majeſty, and firoke that yertiginous and admiring 
beaſt,the mulctude,had arrayed him in his brighteſt ornaments of 
State, thickly imbrodered with plates of Oriental Gold, and 
fludded with Diamonds and all other refplendeme' Gemms, ſo 
that the incident Sun beams tecmed to have acquired a greater 
luſtre by reflexion from him, and who by the blaſt of popular 
Euges had the wings of his Pride fanned up to ſo ſublime a pitch, 
thar he loſt fight of his own Humanity, and yainly conceived 
the adulatory Hyperbole of his Auditors to be but their juſt ac- 


knowledgement of his _— wounded by the invifible 


ſword of a reyetiging Angel, before Sun ſer, by a fatal experi- 


ment confured both: his own: and his flatterers blaſphemy, and: 


with the hoarſe groans of 2 tortured wretch, cryed> out ;. Ew' s(t 


Ego, veſtra appellationr Deus, vitam relinquere jubeor ; fatals 


neceſcirare menaacium veſtrum coarguente : & quens immor- 


talem {alutaſtis,ad mortem rapior.. Sed ferenda eft voluntas ca- 


leftis Numinis. ( Joſeph. 19. Antiquit. p. 565. ) 


| Thus that real: Lyraon, Antiochus Epiphanes, who: had not 
only denied, but beingenraged by a malitious Phrenly beyond 
that of Lucifer newly degraded, publickly deſpited and reviled 
the Almighty Patron of the Jews, blaiphemed his moſt facred 
name, demoliſhed his temples, profaned: his: conſecrated Uten- 
6ls, violaced his religious: inſtitutions, and perſecuted! his: wor- 
ſhipers with all the moſt bloody cruelries, thar the wit of anexal- 
red maliceconld inyent, or inflict ; beingpuruponthe rack of a 


{ore 


Herod Agrippa. 


Article ro, 
Antioch Epi- 
phancs. 
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Article x1, 
Marimmnmus. 


{orc and mortal difcate (which ſome have conjectured, and not 
without good warrant from-probability, ro haye bin a Cazcer in 
his bowells, introduced meadiately by Divine Faſtice, immediare- 
ly ly a fix'e melancholy generated by the unceflant ſtings and 
convulfions of his guilty. Contcience, as. by. its procatartick. 
Canſe,) and deipairing of any eaſe or cure bur from his injured 
caemy, God ; he fighes- out his Confeſſion. ' The: fleep is gon 
from my «yes, and my heart failcth for very Care. And 1 thought 
with my ſelf, into what tribulation gm 1 come, and how great a 

0d of miſery ts it, wherein I now am ? But now I remember 
che evills that 1 did at Feruſalem, and that 1 took all the weſſels 
of Gold and Silver that were therein, and ſent ra deftroy the in- 
habitants without a'Cauſe.' 1 perceive therefore,, that ' for this 
cauſe, theſe. troubles are come upon me &c. {t 1s meet to be 


{ubjctt unto God, and that a man who # mortal, ſhould not think 


himſelf equal unto God through pride, ( Marcab. 1, chap. 6. 
verſe 9, 10, I) * | 


Thus the Giant Emperour, | Maximinus, as infatiate a 
Blood- hound to the Chriſtians, as Antiochss had bin tothe Fews, 
novorum ſnppliciorum inventione ſeſe inſolenter efferens, boa- 
ſting the acutenels of his wit by the invention of new ways of 
tortures for thole patietit martyrs, as Exſebins (lib. 1. de vita 
Conſtant. cap. 51.) hath deſcribed him ;. and | adyancing the Ro- 
man Eagle in defiance of thoſe who fought under the ſanguine 
ſtandard of the Croſs ; wy {o infatuated with the confidence of 
his ownGreatneſs and perſonal ſtrength,that he entertained a con- 
ceit, that Death durſt notadyenture to encounter him, for feare 
of having his jayelin broke about his own crazy skull, and all his 
skeleron of bones rattled” to duſt, as Caprtolinus tells us : nor- 


| withſtanding when he felc him(elf invaded with a Verminons VI- 
cer, or Fiſtula, in medits corports arcanis, Which did lerificum 
fetorem exhbalare,ut medicorum aliqui incredibilem fatorem fer - 


re nou valentes, occiderentur, evaporate ſo contagious and pe- 
ſtilential a ſtench, tharſome of his Phyſicians, not ale to endure 
chat mephicis or ſteam of intenſe corruprion, fell down dead ; and 
underſtood the ſame to be /xpplicium Divinitas illatum,ajudge- 


ment 
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ment ſent from God to retaliate upon him thoſe cortures, which he 
had cauſed.in. the bowells and ſecret parts of many innocents; 
then did his flinty heart melt within him, and tandem ſentire cae 
pit, que contra pios Dei cnltores impie geſſerat, & hac ſe pro- 
pter inſaniam contra Chriſtum preſnmptam, merito & ultionts 
vice, perpers confeſſus eſt, and in the midſt of theſe confeſſions 
of his own Gmilt, and Gods jxſtice, breathed out his execrable 
ſoul from a gangrenous and loathſome body, (Exſebins, lib. 8. 
Hiſtor. Eccleſ. cap. 17.) | 


Thus alſo that notorious Apoſtate, 7»ulian, who had not on 
ly retounced the' faith of Chriſt, but proclaimed open and 'im- 


placable hoſtility againſt him, and to quenchrthe thirft of his / 


diabolical malice, drank whole Tuns of the pretious blood of 
his embers ; being defeated and mortally wonnded ina battaile 
fought againſt the Perſians : he inſtantly learned of his awaked 
Conſcience, that the Cauſe of his preſent overthrow was his 
former impiety,and rightly aſcribing the ViRory to the reyenging 
finger of that God, whoſe Divinity he had abjured, rather then to 
the arme of fleſh, hethrewup his blood into the aer, and together 
with his black Soul, gaſped out this deſperate ejaculation; Feiſt 
Galilze, viciſti ! Thou haſt overcome . me, oh ! thou Feſ#s of 


' Galile, thou haſt overcome me : ſimul confe (ſus & wvittoriam, 


& blaſphemiam, at once confeſfing both Chriſts conqueſt and his 
own deteſtable blaſphemy ; as T heodoret (1ib.3\." Hiftor. Eccleſ. 
cap. 20,) hathdeſcanted upon thoſe his laſb(but trueſt) words. 


And thus alſo T7 wllus Hoſtilins ( a Cognomen exattly ac- 
commodated to his fierce natare,) immediate ſucceſſor ro Numa 
Pompilins in his throne, though not in his' manſuere and pious 
inclinations ; being; 2 man of ſo rough and martial'a temper; 
that he held Religion to be buta kind of Emollient Caraplaſme, 
preſcribed by Stare Policy to ſoften and emaſculate the minds 
of men, as Plutarch (in vita Nume pag. 158.) hath noted of 
him ; and thereupon ih his proſperity neither acknowledging, 
nor {acrificing unto any Deity, buthis Ferrens Acinaces, or old 
{word ; when caſt upon the thorny 'bed of fieknels, he ſoon 

Aa diſcovered, 


Article 12, 
Fulian Apo> 
ata. 


Article 13, 


Tullts Hoſt;- is 
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Tavenal. 


Sat)r. 13. 


Article 14. 
Bion Boryfibe- 


whes. 


diſcovered, retracted, and renounced his Arbes/are. (which re- 
markable mutation of his 1 nt, Lovie (ib. 1. pag. 12.) 
hatch both amply and elegantly deſcribed thus, Agro fretts fmonl 
cum corpore ſunt fpiritasshi feroces, ut qni nihil antea ratus 
eſſer minns regium, quam ſacris dedere animuns z repente on- 
Mus magns parveſque ſuperſtitiombus obnoxins degerer, reli- 
$ionibu/que popwl um implerer. 1 fayd Muration of his judge- 
ment, not Reftif2atrvor ; nor can I properly allow him ſo much : 
fince he that runs from one extreme of Arhei/me to the other of 
Polytheiſme, ſhall find himſelf in the lame-point of Error, from 
whence he {et forth. For to beleive, that there are more Gods 
then one, in rifneſs of truth is to beleivethere is none at all ; 
Uvity being the eflential and inſeparable Anribute of the Deity. 
And therefore we-may allow him to haye bin /#perſtit5ovs, but 
never truely religions. Nordid the Fadge of al hearts accept of 
this Change for 2 Converſion; for the records both of Livy and 
Eatropins concur in this; F ulmine ifttws, cum tota domo [na,con- 
fagravit :. he, his houfe, and fatnily were conſumed by Light- 
ing. A. puniſhment ſo proportionate co the rules of Divine 
ice, that we may thereih give a faite conjeRure of his 
guilc : and that which all Atheiſts haye food conyullt at. 


Hi ſunt, qui trepidant, & ad omnia fulgura pallent, 
Cum tonat, exanames, prime quoque murmure cali, 
Such Pillaing quake at Thmnder., and: each flaſh 
'Qf Lighening doth their Sowls with Terror quaſh. 


A like example of che impoffibility of excinguiſhing this ſpark 
of Religion, which the'Creator hath kindle in the brealt of 


- every man, doth Diogewes Lecrtins afford us (in vit. Bioxw) in 


the recantation of Biou of 'Boryſthenes. Who continuing (or ra- 
ther only procending to continue) in profeſt Atheiſine, till he was 
arreſted by {icknels, that rough Serjeant of Death, and then af- 
Mig into an acknowledgement of that ttuth, he had ſo long 

a7 induttss eſt panitentian agere ſuper 1#,qne peccarat in 
Dem, was induced to become a penitehitiary for thoſe offences 


To 


be had prepeczated againſt thefacted majeſty of Gad. ' 
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To conclude therefore ; as Lacilius ſayd of Homer, Nemo 
qui culpat Homernm, perpetxo culpat ; lo may we more truely 
lay of God, Nemo qui Deum negat, perpetuo neg-t, no man 
who denys God, doth conſtantly deny him. For all men have 
confured, diſayowed, or repented that impiety at or before their 
death, which they ſeemed with ſo much impudence and pride, to 
cheriſh in- their lives. This the fweet-tongued Terrullian 
(am cap. 17-) profoundly obſeryed, when he diſtilled the 
quinteflence or fpirit of all we have ſayd, concerning this aflerti- 
on, into this ſhort ſentence : Anima, licet carcere corports preſſa, 
licet inſtitutionibus pravis circumſcripta, licet libidinih us & 


concapiſcentits evigerata, licet falfis Dits exancillata , cum - 


tamen refipi{cit, ut ex erapula, wut ex ſamo, ut ex aliqua' vale- 
tudine, & ſanitatens [uam pat itur, Denm nominat. 


I ſhall not gainſay, but chat. tis: po/x2b/e (Fam ſorry, F might 
haye fayd, too, frequent), to. have! this ingravemene of Divinity 
on the mind of man, ebſcured;; and-buried under the-duft raiſed 
in the ſummer of Proſperity; for as Lattaxtins (lib. 2, cape 1.) 
moſtſolidly, ram maxime Dens ex haminum memoria elabitnr, 
cum beneficits ejus fruentes honorem dare Divine indulgentie 


tberent, men are then moſt prone to forget God, when being ?” 


ſated with the accumulariovs of his immenſe bounty, they have 
the greateſt reaſon to remember him : yet I ſhall confidently 
affirme, that the leaſt guſt of Affliction, in the winter of Adver- 
ſity, ſoon blows that duſt off again, and renders the CharaRers 
faire and legible to the firſt reflexive or inward glance of the ſoul, 
St qua enim neceſsitas gravis preſſerit, tum demum recordan- 
tun ; fi bell, terror: infremuerie, fi alimeuta' frugibus lonya 
ficcitas dentgauerit, [i ſava' tempeſtas, (i grand mpruertt : 
ad Denm protinns confugiunt, 4 Dio-petieny aunxiliunm , Dens, 
ut ſubveniar, oratur; ſi quirin mari vento ſeviente jabla- 
tur , hunc invocat ; ft quis aliqug v4 affiiftatur , huno pro- 
tinus implorat, &c- as the fame Eatanrius. 


; Aa3 Now 


Article r5. 
The poſlibil ty 
of the obſcura- 
tion of the im- 
preſs of ſpecial 
ProvidenceDi- 
vine, pro tem- 
re, concedec: 
a1d the impoſ= 
fbility of che 
rotal Deletion 
thereof, briefly 
proved. 
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Article 16, 
Thereducion 
of all,co a con» 
ciſe and me- 
morable de- 
monſtration; 
that the occur- 
rences of every 
mans life are 
the conſigna- 
tions of ſpecial 
Providence 


Article rx. 
The Atheiſts 
fcſt objeRion, 
confuted: and 
the Divine 
Nature de- 
monſtrated 
both 7raſcible 
and placable, 


h - 
niealrd 


Now toabſtra& all this to a ſmaller bulk, ſuch as may be no 
burthen to. the weakeſt memory , and reduce our Argument in- 
toa ſharper point, ſo that it may, with the greater facility, ſink 
into the thickeſt skull ; If Re/igion be a Plant radicated in the 
{oul of man, ſo deeply and firmely, that though the damp of a 
barbarous education may for a while retard, or the ranknels of 
thoſe Weeds of Senſuality, the Hononrs and Delights of this 
World, conceal the germination of it : yet will it, at ſome time 
or other, early or latc, and always in the Winter of Calamity, 
ſhoot up and bud forth into an abſolute Demonſtration of the 
dependence of our Happineſs and Miſery onthe will of the Su- 
preme. Being : and if the Tangogogie,, or full Perſwaſion of an 
Eſpecial Providence, as a relative Attribute of the Supreme Bc- 
ing, whereby all the yarious Occurrences of every individual 
mans life are predetermined and diſpoſed , bee the Seed from 
whence this P/ant of Religion hath its root ; both 'which Propo- 
fitions we conceive ſufficiently ' proyed : -then doe not I ſee, 
how the ſubtileft Wit can e the rigour of the »ferexce, of 
Concluſion, viz. That all the affaires of man are regulated by the 
Special Providence of God. 


Szxcr. [IL 


FT Hus far have we Demoſtrated the Nece/sity of Gods Speci- 
T3 Providence ; and. our next buſineſs is to. remove thoſe 
Rocks caſt. up by the Pioners of Saran, to obſtrut the Currene 
of mans eleare and full beleif thereof. | 

As for the Firſt, Deum neque ira, neque gratta tangs ; this 
may without much difficulty bedejeRed, by anſwering, thar it 
can no way infringe the /mmmutability or conftant Sameneſs of 
the Divine Nature, to affirmeit tobe capable of Anger and 


Placability : provided that we underſtand neither of theſe as 2 
Paſsion, 
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Pa ffion, but 4as the Schoolemen precitely ſpeak) in effeftu exe- 
quntionem, potins quam in Aﬀettu perturbationem, rather an 
execution in Eff, then a Perturbation in Afe#. As for An- 
ger ; if a Wiſe-man can ſo ccnſerve the ſerenity and tranquillity 
of his mind, as to chaſtiſe or leyerely puniſh his difobedlient 
ſervant, wirchout any paſſion or internal commotion art all : 
*cis very hard, if God, the Fountain of Wiſdome, cannot be ad- 
mitted to conſerye the conſtant and immutable peace or calme 
of his Beatirude,when he puniſhech the improbous aCtions of men.. 
For Juſtice isa virtae, which to ſpeak (itrily, cannot frown, 
which abhor's the ſociety of a Paſſion, and only a&tuates the mind: 
into a noble and commendable Zeal, not an illiberall or rough: 
Perturbation. And upon the conſideration of this was it, that: 
the firft Preſervers of Equity, knowing it not to be impoſſible 
for the breaſt of a Magiſtrate tobe inflamed, beyond this mo-- 
derate heat, into an exceſs of Indignation againſt a Malefattor ; 
therefore wiſely provided , that the F»dge ſhould ſquare his: 
Sentence by the dire&t and impartial: rule of the Law ; which: 
ſome Civilians have therefore wittily defined to be [ra ſedate, 
Anger without Choler, Indignation refra@ed, orthe {word of 
Vengeance put in the hand of Mercy. As for the Contrary to- 
Anger, viz. Grace, or Placability ; why this allo may not be: 
adſcribed to God, as fully confiſtent to the Eternal plenitude: 
and immu tability of the Divine Beatitade,T cannot underſtand :: 
provided that we aecept it ab/que geſtiente letitia, and as at 
effc& infinitely remote from that kind of Paſsionare Foy, which 
tickles the heart of man into a ſuddain paroxyſme of delight,upon' 
the apprehenſion of a gratefull and pleafing ObjeR, either inthe. 
anticipation of Hope, or actual fruition, The Reaſon is the im-- 
menſe Goodneſs of his Natwure, which being in perpetual Z fuſion, 
withour poſſibility of exhauſtion, or an Ocean that repleniſheth. 
all things with Amability, yet luffers no diminution of its. own * 
fulneſs ; doth more then incline him to be pleaſed with; or -ac-- 
cept ofas gratefull, that in man, which is originally but an Ex- , 
tratt of his own Delightfulne/s, or himſelf gratefully returned: 
to himſelf by. reflexionfrom us, This the Schoolemen moſt ju- 
dicioully pondered, when they eſtabliſht. as Canonical, Deam- 


. Aa. 3 exercere 
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exercere oratiam, ea nature ſinceritate, qua Bonus eſt, Nor 
are we to deny this P/acexcy or Delight ro Ged, fince it is fo far 


from infringing this conſtant and-equall tenor of his eſſential 


Felicity, thatin fome ſort it mainly conduceth to the. Conſer- 
vation thereof; infomuch as to be unceſſantly exerciſed in a 
liberal Benefattion to other Natures, is to doe what is moſt con- 
{cutaneous and genuine to the {windge or Yerticity of his own : 
and fo to do, all men, doubtlels, will allow to bethe higheſt and 
moſt permanent Delight in the Workd, | 

Nor is it a legal procels inthe common Pleas of Reaſon, to 
argue thus ; God hath left us to at our own parts, in the world, 
therefore he takes no farther care of us, and therefore all the 


- Occurrences of our lives are either the neceſſary /xb/equents, or 


collateral Adj#ns of our own either natural, or moral Ati. 
eas : forthough ic be moſt true, that he hath endowed us with 
an abſolute Freedoms of our Wills . (an evidence of his exceeding 
Grace and Benignity,) and that, indeed, which ſupportsthe ne- 


. ceffiry- of our Rationality ; for if our #/ills were ſubject ro com- 


pulfion, undoubtedly we ſhould have little or no uſeatall of our 
Reaſon, fince then our Objefts would be both judged of and 
elefted to our hands) and ſo permitted us the enjoyment of our 
own intire hberty : yet hath he, out of a mar,” Ave preno- 
tion of the Deceptibility of our judgement , preſcribed us rules, 
whereby our Underſtanding may be dircted in the [eleftion 
of Goed, and devitation of evil. 

To ſpeak more expreſly ; he hath fer on our right hand rea! 
and true Good, on ourlefe only ſfpecious and apparent : the Ele- 
Qion of either is dependent on our Will, our Fill is guided by 
-our [udgement,and our Tudgement is the Determination or relolve 
of our [ntelet+ (for, without ditpute, though common Phyſio- 
logy hath founded this Liberty on the indifterency of the 14/! ; 
yet isit radicated in the indifferency of the Intelle&f, or Cogno- 
ſcent Facgylty, primarily, and'in the 75 only ſecondarily, info- 


muchas that ever follows the manuduRion of the InreletF, ) but 


yet thac hemight in a manner dire us in our choyce, he hath 
annexed: Happineſs as a reward to invite us to the one, and 
Miſery as a puniſhment: to deter-us from the ather :and therefore 


ris 
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tis manifeſt, that God wills the felicity of all men, more then 
themſclves can deſire it, 

And hence comes it to be a truth , that on one fide Fortune 
(reſpetu moſt ri) frequently puts in for a ſhare in the playing of 
our Cards ; but yet ſtill the Special Providence of God ſuper- 
vites her hand, and tmanageth the whole game : and on the other, 
that our own Prxdence doth many times conduce to our winning 
of the ſtake ; but yer fill *rwas the Goodnrſ5 of God that gave us 
that Prudence, and takes great delight to ſee us uſe it, as we 
ought todo, to our own adyantage. 


Doth he ſo, fayth the Arheifft, how comes it about then, that 
he frequently turnes a deaf care to our moſt earneſt Prayers, and 
but rarely grants our Petitions ? For how few barren wombs 
have bin cured of cheir ſterility, by the fumes of facrifices ? and 
how few Mariners. preſeryed from naufrage, by the appenſion 
of their Vorivetables > or who hath obſerved fuch holy magick 
inthe periſhing Seamans pious Fighes, as to have huſht the dread- 
full ſcolding of che waves and winds > For anlwer let us re- 
rutn, 

That the moſt indulgent Father doth not always condeſcend 
rothe importunate defres of his child : that as well Piozs, as 
Impions menmay be included in the fame ſhip, that's banded up 


. and down by the wanton Billows of the Sea ;- that the Good 


may be loſt, and the Bad eſcape the fury of the rempeſt : and 
all this conſiſt both with the Goodneſs and righteous Providence 
of God. The Reaſon in brief (for the full ſolution of this Pa- 
rallaxts of T»ſtice doth more properly belong to our refuration 
of the laſt 0bjeion, concerning the apparent Proſperity of the 
Vitious, and the calamitous condition ofthe Virtuous, it this: 
life) is this ; God in his Wiſdome knows onr real neceſcities, and 
underſtands what*s moſt convenieyr for us, This the actite Sary-- 
iſt handiomly expreſſeth thus; 

rm nrntrnrnmnnrm = $5, Confilium vis, 

Permittes ipfis: expendere N #minibm, quid 

Conveniat nobis rebuſque fit #tile noſtris : 

Nam pro jucundis aptiſsimna queque dabunt Dii. 
| Carior 


Article 2. 
The Atheills 
ſcruple, of 


Gods inauditi-- 
on of the pray- 


ers of good 


men, or not 
conceſſion of 
their petitions 3 


ſatisfied. 


Taven. 
Sat. 10. 
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Article 3, 


The Atheilts 
ſecond Argu- 
ment againſt 
Special Provi- 
dence divine, 
dillolved : and 
the neceſſitic of 
Obje&s ho- 
ſtile,and dcle- 
terious to the 
life of man,dc- 


monſtrated. 


Carior eſt illis Homo, quam fibi, Nos animorum 
Impulſu, & magna, ceacaque cupidine dutts 
+ Conugium petimus, partumque V xoris, at ill 
*, Norunt qui Pueri, qualiſque futura fit Vxor. &c, 


Would'ſt be advis'd to choole the beſt ? refer 
That choyce unto the Gods, who cannot err, 
For betrer then our ſelves our wants they know : 
And will :rze joys, for falſe delights, beftow. 
+- Their loyeto us tranſcends our own. By blind 
AfﬀeGtions ſpur'd , and fury of the mind, 
We Wife and Sons defire ; the Gods above 
Know what that Wife,and how thoſe Sons will proye. 


As for the ſecond Rock,, Cur fi Deus omnia hominum cauſ[a 
fecerit,etiam multa contraria, imo & peſtifera nobis reperian- 
tur, tam in mari quam in terra ? this alſo may eahily be remo- 
ved , bydigeſling our meditations into this ſhorr reply. 

The Creator, having formed the machine of mans body ins 
to a Figure fit toreceive the majeſtick charagme of Divinity, 
as the laſt a& of his hand, and the accompletion of his moſt ex- 

uifite Arrifice, breathed into hima Wiſe, intelligent, or cogne- 
= Soul; that by the tranſcendent operations thereof , man 
might juſtly inticle himſelt ro the Empire of the Creatures, ſub- 
jugate them co the dominion of his unconfined Will, and accom- 
modate all things either to the reliefe of his Veceſsities, or the 
promotion of his Delights. This done, he ſet before him Good 
and Evill; and this upon the higheſt reaſon : becauſe he had en- 
dowed him with' Sapzence, whole baſis is founded in the aual 
diſcernement of thoſe two Contraries For no man can make an 
eleion of the Berter, and know what's really Good, unleſs at 
the ſame time he know alſo what's really Evi#, and how to re- 
jet and avoyd the y/orſe. Thoſe two objetts, though abſolute 
Contraries, are yet perfe&t Relatives ; though irreconcileable 
Enemies, are yet coſubſiſtent Twins, and live jo connexed hand 
in hand, that the ablation of the one neceſſitates the ablation of 
the other. Good and Evill therefore being thus blended __— 

at 
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and in this miſcellany propoted ro man;then begins thatCrirerro,, 
Wiſdometo exercile its Faculties, diſplay its diſcretive energy, 
and immediately exploring the difference, affe&s the Good tor 
Urility, bur rejefs the Evill for Safety. As therefore there arc 
innumerable Goods offered to the judgement of man, which he 
may with happineſs enjoy ; ſo alſo are there as many Evills, 
which he may with caution abhor, For if there were nothing 


evill, nothing dangerous, in' ſhort , nothing hurtfull to man; 


pray, What ſtead could his Reaſon (tand himin ? And hence is 
it manifeſt, that whoeyer ſtrikes at the neceſſity of Evil, at 
the ſame time cuts off theneceſſity of 1/5/dome, and downright 
adnulls the uſe of the tele : fince if God had created no- 
thing that might prove noxious ro man, to what purpoſe would 
his Copitation, IntellefF, Science and Reaſon haye ſeryed ? For 
then to what obje& ſoever he had extended his hand, though 
at adyenture ; yet would that haye bin by nature fit and com- 
modious for him, | | 


To illuftrate this by a familiar, yet in all points reſpondent 
Example; if any man make a feaſt for a company of 1nfants, 
and prepare a liberal table of many both pleaſant and wholfom 
meats forthem ; though they are not wiſe enough to make their 
own choyce, by rational judgement, but purſue the inclination 
of their Senſual Appetite :'yert canthey not chooſe amiſs, all 
things good and gratefull being przelefed to their hands. And 
if ſo, of what diſadvantage istheir Ignorance, or of what ad- 
vantage could their Inte/ligence, were they arrived at fo much 
maturity , be unto them? Truely, none'at ?1{ ; for as they could 
know no want of the one, ſo could they receive no damage 'by 
the continuation of the other. Biir if among thoſe many pleaſant 
and nutritive diſhes the maſter ſhould mingle as manyeither brerey 
and diſtaftfull, or poyſono7; then doubrleſs* muſt the - greedy 
Wretches .be deceived through their ignorance of Good and 
Evill, unleſs Y/i/dome ftep in to their proteRion, and informe 


them whar is ſafe; and what" deſtruQive, ahd ſo direttheinin 
the Delefion of the one and Refleſ7ll of 'the other. *Now'leatly 
the Caſc is the ſame, in all particulars; _ God ahd Man, as to 
Th B. the 


Article 4. 


The ſame illu- 
ſtrated, by a 
correſpondent 
Simue, 
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the point of Good and Eyill : and therefore we may conclude, 
with Laftantixs ;, Propter mala epne nobts efſe ſapientia, que 
iſs fuiſſent propeſita, rationale Animal non eſſemu« : had 
there bin no evill for man te ayoyd, he never had-bin endowed 
with a rational Soul. 


The laſt, and greateſt Reck, upon whoſe ſhelves Myriads 
have bin ſplit and ſhipwrackt in their judgements, our memory 
tells us is this 5 65 I Hineg 75 T8 088 gportid mt gle arbedror 
cxorouetlar, m pay xibSnaoy rv ys), m If agtior Tavdrne Thy; 
Qua ratione, fi care Deo res humane ſunt, mals eſt bene, & 
bonus male ? 

This, I confeſs, to the firft and ſuperficial ſurvey of my medi- 
tations, appeared montainous and flinty, and ſuch as might re- | 
quire botha larger Current of acuteneſsto diffolye it, then what 
runs in the ſhallow chanel of my braines ; and a greater ftrength- 
of: Argument to diſlodge and crane it up piece after piece, then 
the lax and: feeble neryes of my Reaſon could afford : but to 
my ſecond and penetrating. thoughts, it diſcoyered it ſelf co be, 
like thoſe objeRs. we look upon h the magnifying glaſs. 
of Fear, great only at a diſtance, and devoyd of all Solidi L 
nay in reality no more. then a heap of mud heayed np by 6 
back of chat ſubterrancous Mole, the Devil. For though Ex- 
perience aſſures us, that this field of the World hatha firange 
and prepoſterous ſoyle, wherein Feeds moſt commonly proſper, 
and Plants wither : yet a profound ſcrutiny into the , 
faneſs, ſhall ſoon dere, that there 15an admirable Providence in 
the diſtribution of Good and Evil, or Proſperity and Adverfity. 

Firſt therefore, let us ſeriouſly examine the infide of thoſe 
Good things, that are ſhowred down on the laps of Eyill men, and 
make their rides of Fortune high and ſmooth ; while the fireams 
of Good mens lives ſeem to run low, fink down to the loweſt 
ebbs , andare conſtantly ruffled by the contrary guſts of AﬀMiRi- 
ens. Certain itis, that _ can be affirmed to be really Good, 
but only: Yirtwe , or at leaſt that, which being contempered, 
unpregnated and qualifyed'by Virtue, doth poſitively conduce 
to. our, #elk- being: and. as certain it is, that Evill men want 
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this Vaiverſal Ferment, or Elixir, Virtue, Which only hath a 
power to convert all things into Good ; and therefore cannot 
chey Either receiye, or uſe thoſe things called the Goods of For- * 
rxne, With that temper and moderation of mind, which is requi- 
fite ro the perfeCt aſhmilation of them inte rheir well-being ; 
and upon conſequence, thoſe abuſed Goods inftantly alter their 
Property , and degenerate into Evils, Vice, like a depraved 
ſtomach, having a power to corrupt the beft things into the 
worſt, And this the reaſon is, why thoſe Bleſſings, which the | 
bounty of Providence hath ordained for our refreſhment and 
conſolation in this tedious pilgrimage on earth, and furtherances 
or contributions towards our eaſier purchaſe of immarceſcible 
Felicity'in heaven, when Death ſhall have eyacuared our Faich ; 
ſuch as Vigor, health, and beawty of Body, ingenuity of diſpoſi- 
tion, longevity, multitude of Friends, equality in marriage, fer- 
tility of iſſue, education in civility and learning, ſcience, wealth, 
nobility of ' blood, abſoluteneſs in power and government, '&c. 
when they come into the polluting hands of Vitious men, they 
inſtantly ſuffer 4 qr of their G —_ a —_— 
of their bentgnity, and purrify into & Curſes : £ 
ſion of hart ti nd diftrating Se 
Paſſions inthe obnubilated region of their minds ; nor permit- 
ting that comfortable ſun of true Conrext to ſhine clearly forth, 
= make one faireday, during their whole lives. 

For though the deja multitude, whoſe fightis always 
terminated in thegawdy outfight, admire eyento envy the luftre 
of ſplendid Vice, cry up the happineſs of wealth, and beleive thar 
the Rich man, though nere ſo unjuſt and finfull, doth every mo- 
ment ſurfeit with variety of Delights : yet if his Conſcience were 
ſtrictly examined, twould ſoon confeſs, that all his luxurious 
Viands are but Pils of Cologyntida neatly gilded, or Apples of 
Sodom, whoſe Vermilian rind doth emulate the bluſhes of Aurora, 
but are within nothing but {ſilphureons duſt ; that his m—_ 
Buildings are but a more ftrong and: ſpatious Priſon ; his nu- 
merous Attendants, but ſo many plummers ſuperadded ro that. . 
oppreſſing weight of cares, which keeps his mind in the 
motion of - inquietude ; his troop of Adtators, but a ſwarme of 
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hungry Fleas that moleſt him by ſucking, or a neſt of Tarants- 
{a's, whoſe ticillations proye ' yenenate and = his ſobriety 
into a phrenſy of deadly jollity ; that his be of down growes 
every night more full of chorns ; that his baggs of trealure, like 
the mafly ſtatue of Jupiter on the Afle's back, oppreſs and gall | 
him ; in-ſhort, that he neyer taſted any one fincere and hmpid 
drop of pleaſure in his life, | 

And hs one truth brancheth.it ſelf into the manifeſtation of 
two others ; | : 

Firſt, that thoſe golden ſhowers which Providence raincth into 


the boſomes-of Vitious men, are no more then Bona fucata, re- 


; al Evils couched under the ſpecious hatchnient of apparent 


Goods ; fruit whoſe Cortex is ſweet and beautifull, bur Kernels: 
full of amaricude and loathſom yenom ; and all the: magnified: 
preſents of Fortune, kke Pandora's Box, have glorious outſides, 


_ but contain millions of infeftions and peſtilential Evils. 


Secondly, that the Poſſeſſors of them, by reaſon.of the exorbi= 
tances, and habitual depravitics of their minds, ſeem uncapable: 
and therefore, in the judgement ofche Supreme Wiſdome,  abſo- 
{urely. unworthy of more ſolid- and ſubfantial Goods ; Provi-- 
dence dealing with theſe, as a Wile General with Cowmards, who: 


| are afſignedto theſordid offices.of common Sutlers;and Baggage- 


Carriers, while che generous. and heroical are appointed-to Arms, 
difficulties, and encounters. Cum viderss bonos acceptoſque Diis: 
vires, laborare, ſudare,. per arduum aſcendere; malos autem 
laſciviemtes & voluptatibns. fluexe : Cogita, filiorum- nos mo-- 
deſtia deleftars, Vernularum licentia ; iIlos diſciplina triſtiort 
cotiueri, h or um als audaciam. 1dem tibi de Deo liqueat, bonuns 
Y1irum in deliciis non habet ; experitur, indarat, fibi illum pre- 
parat. Seneca (de Prevideatian. 

Nay, more then all this, ſhould we grant that the Cornu Co- 
p1a, or affluence of the Goods of Fortane makes one ſtep , or 
oradation in the aſcent to the Palace of Temporal Happineſs : 
yet can we not infer, that V.itious men are therefore neerer to the 
rop, thenthoſe indigent and tatterd Lazarsſſe's, thatly groyeling, 
below, becauſe they, are mounted thereon ; fince, as Jamblicus 
(in. Protrept.) hath. moſt pradently obleryed, ATR 
ene 
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the greateſt part of her own poylon ; fince the continually excru- 
ciativg torture, reſulting from the ſenſe of their ownimpiety, ten: 
times more dejets them, towards the abyſs of miſery, then the 
fruition of thoſe goods can advance them ; fince that ſharp- 
beaked Vultur, an Evil Conſcience, neyer ceaſeth day nor night 
to dilacerate their hearts , but racks them into a moſt ſevere con- 
demnation of themſelyes, which doubtleſs is the keeneft arrow in 
the quiver of Divine Revenge, and that affliftion which beſt de- 
fines the terrible eſſence of Hell. 
| To all which we may juſtly ſuperadd this, that the brighteſt - 
| and longeſt days of Fortune haye ever cloſed in the blackeſt and: 
| moſt tragical nights of Sorrow; that the P/ays of Libertines 
hayealways proved Come-tragedies, and their pompous Masks: 
finiſhed in diſmal Cataſtrophes ; nor can the records of the whole: 
world produce one Example of Sinful Greatneſs, that hath: 
not, either before, or at his eternal Adieu , by woefull experi- 
ment manifeſted the truth of this maxime ; That none can ever 
arrive at the Elizium of true Felicity, who conſtantly purſueit 
through the gardens of Senſuality : that the Roſe of happineſs 
grows on the prickly ſtem of Virtue : and that the juſt diſcharge 
of our duties to God and Man, in all things, tothe utmoſt of 
enr abilities , us the only means of acquiring that Philoſophers 
ſtone, Content, the only Summum Bonum 3x natrnre. | 


_ Lafly, -asto that ſeeming *Agpor1yore that the hand of Gods Artide' 6; 
Boutty 1s obſeryed to be-extended early and long on the heads The Reaſon, | 
of Impious men ; but, on the contrary, that of 7ſftice either wherefore 'Di- 
lae, or not at all,in this life: though we grantthe Queſtion, yer” ne _ i 
ſhall we ſoon falye the /craple, by conſidering, that his Providence Good hls * 
obſeryes this method, for two important Reaſons:: Firſtin re-' on Byil men. 
ſpe&t of themſelyes, and Secondly in reſpect of the Virtuous: 
(1.) Of themſelves ; God, in order to the manifeſtation of his 
infinite Goodxeſs, therefore conferr's a plentifull portion of his 
benefirs upon them that by the blandiſhments of cheir ſenſe he 
might allure them to a defire of thoſe delights, whoſe pleaſantnels: 
confifts in this, thar they infinitely tranſcend the apprehenſion 
of Senſe ; and that the | nan odor of: his temporal Mercies. © 

Bb 3 might. 


hd. 
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might attract their minds to the affcRation of Virtue, and thence 
lead their thoughts on to a gratefull and reyerentiall Contempla- 
tion of him, that both made them our of nothing, and beſtowed 
them frecly, upon no motiye of worthineſs in the receivers : and 
in order to the manifeſtarion of his Loganimiry,and C lemency,he 
therefore ſuſpends their puniſhment, ut rempus habeant, quo in 
fe deſcendant, atque refipiſcant, as the holy Father exprefleth ir, 
that they may hayeboth time enough'to diſcover, and opportu- 
nities to repent and reforme cheir heynous enormities. (2.) Of the 
Virtuors, ina threefold reſpe& ; firſt, that he might become an 
—_—_— of manſuerude, patience, and longluffering co them ; 
ſecondly, that the tyranny and oppreſſion of Ungodly men mighe 
ſerve to actuate and exercite thoſe Virtues in them, which other- 
wiſe had wanted an _——_— to diſplay their Soyeraign and 
all-conquering efficacy : and thirdly, that they might extraRt to 
themſelycs a Cordial out of the poyſonous Fate of others : 5. e. 
when they ſhall obſerve thole, who dayly bathed themſelyes in 
rivers of Voluptuouſneſs, to be by Divine reyenge' on a ſuddain 
precipitated into the black Sea of miſery, they may recruite their 

dence, that the ſame Juſtice will, in his own appointed time, 
.morethen compenſate their momentany obje&ions, and conyert 
their night of obſcurity and trouble into a glorious day of inter- 
minable DeleRation., 


Artide 9. ' Having thus preciſely diſſefted the Apparent Good, which Di- 
Thole apparent yine Providence allots to Evil men, astheir portion to this life ; 


- 62" qus; HY and found ir to be, as painted fire, bright but comfortleſs, or ſuch 


ine confienes 2£ Þeſt, whoſe Abuſe aggrayates the Guilt, and upon conſequence, 
= 4; 0955 the miſery of the receivers : it will no leſs a to the reti- 
men, anaromi- fication of our diſtorted judgements, and ſo to the cure of our de- 


zed; and found mraved AﬀeRtions, to anatomize alſo the other Ventricle in the 
to be real Goods 


incrinſecally, 


heart of the objection, viz. the Apparent Evil frequently affig- 
ned to Good men. 

If Felicity be the Daughter of Yireae, as the Philoſopher 
moſt judiciouſly, js yag mains dperns if iigyhia, ivIarwnia, 
perfette virturis attio- eſt beatitudo (magy, Moral. lib. t. cap.q:) 
and Virtue the dapghter of /dewe, as the fame, 3iyoyra: -&: 


FITILT 


— — — 


| Royal Maſter and his loyal Armies.. 


——— 
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in Anime parte rationals ſint, neceſſe eſt, ( lib. ejnſd. cap. r.) 


and if the yyiſdome of God be infinitely more perfe& then the 
Wiſdome of man, as all juſtly confeſs; then afluredly can t 

only be happy, who conform their Wills tothe Will of the Higheſt 
Wiſdome : now Good men, in all conditions of their lives, and 
all the changes of Fortune, (till ſubmit their defires and affeRi- 
ons to the Will of Divine Providence ; therefore are they con- 
tantly happy, and conſequently thoſe ſeeming Evils, which 


befall them, prove real Goods, that implicite refighation of 


themſelves , and that equanimity wherewith they entertain thoſe 
External Evils , inſtantly altering their malignity , dulcifying 
their amaritude, and conyerting them unto [ntrinfick Bleſ- 
ſngs. | | 


This Argument (without oftentation, I profes it)wasthe ground 
upon which I ereted me a Sanftuary to ſecure my judgement 
in, when the mulciplied ftormes of Adverfity, raiſed by-the im- 

winds of our Civil Wars, had beaten me from all other 
probability of ſhelter. For taking this for my. Hypotheſis, that 
man, in thu life, wants only ſo much of Happineſs,. as he doth 
of Obedience, ſo much of Content, as he doth of abſolute Conformis« 
ty to the good will of Providence ; T inferred,” that no man can be 
truely miſerable, buthe that makes himſelf ſo, nor any man re- 
ally happy, but he that hath pared off the bias of ion from 
hismind, and fitted it to run ſmooth and eyen in the leyell of 
Indifferency, asto the Goods of Fortune, having no other mark, 
but Fiat Voluntas Dei. And, having firſt humbly implored 


the aſſiſtance of Divine Grace 'to enable me to reduce this excel-- 


lent leſſon into praice, I wore it as a facred charme or Penta- 
cle on my breaſt , and thereby become Shot-free from all the 
bullets of anangry Fortune : nor did I feel thar to be a conſi- 


- derable /oſ7, which the conqueſt and rapine of an inſulting Ene» 


my called my totall rx5xe ; bur could with more conftant and in- 
ternal alacrity fing Pzans-ro Heaven, for this victory. over my- 
Pufilanimity, then did the triumphant Foe, for his., oyer my 


weeds a” 


Article 8;. 
The Authors 
Sanfuary 
wherein he ſc- 
cured his- mind 
from diſcon-- 
rent, in all 
thoſe ſtormes 
of Calamities, 
which our late 
Civil war 
him. 
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Article 9g, 
V:;tne, a meer 
Chimera, with- 
out the occurſt- 
on of thoſe 
things, which 
Scaſuality calls 
Evil 


Article 10. 
The Senſe, no 
comperent Cyj- 
tcri0n of the 
Good or Evil 
of the mind. 


of kin to a Chimera, as one of P/ato's Ideas : For what would 
become of Aagnanimity, if there were no danger ? what of 
Patience, if there were no ſufferings, &c, Marcet ſine adverſa- 
ris virrus, and eyery man knows that the Inſignia, or Coat-arms 
of a gallant mind, is a Palme tree, that thrives. by" oppreſſion; 
with an orient Pyrops, or Carbuncle ſuſpended -on its trunk, 
which deradiates the moſt refulgent ſplendor inthe darkeſt” night, 
as S* Auſtin (lib. 2. de: doftrina Chriſtiana,.cap. 16.) out of 
ancient Lapidaries hath-affirmed, and Bernhard. Cefins (de mi- 
zeral. p.556.) onthe teſtimonies of many modern Mineralo- 
gifts, aſſerted, This the Orator glanced at, when in deriſion of their 
_—_ Malice, who had attempred to blaſt the Laurel on 

ato*s front; he miles out this charaRer of a well-ordered Mind: 
At etiam-eo negotio 2M. Catonis ſplendorem maculare voluerant , 
:1gnari quid gravitas, quid' integritas, quid magnitude animi, 
quid denique Virus valeret ; que in tempeſtate ſeva quieta eſt, 
& lucet in tenebris, & pulſa loco manet tamen, atque heret in 
patria, ſplendetque per ſe ſemper, neque alients unquam ſordibus 
obſoleſcit. (orat. pro P. Sextio.) 


1 fayd; thoſe things which the' deluſion of Senſyality. calls 
Evils; for tis no Kenodox or novelty of my own, that the 
palate of the body is no competent judge of the ſweers of the 
Soul; that the bittereſt Porioxs, are the moſt magiſterial Julebs 
to extinguiſh the fevers of Zyft; and the abſtinence of Poverty, 
the ſureſt prophylaRick to prevent the T #mors and [nflammat ions 
of the mind ; that a wiſe manis ſenſible of moretrue' delight, in 
one Affliftion, then Nero or Lucullus ever felt inall the -pom- 

us and ſtudied /4x#yy of their lives ; and that the tears of /or- 
row are not half ſo Salt, nor corroding, as thoſe expreſſed by im- 
moderate Larghter. This thoſe Heroes well experimented, who 
eyen in the Calmes of their ſtate, have voluntarily caſt.allche 
Goods of Fortune over board .; asunneceſlary luggage; that might 

zard 
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hazard fnking:of their/ veſſels, in a ftorme, bur could never paſs 
for curtant--hEchandiſe on the exchange of Happineſs. What a 
voluminous Legend could a good Colleftor make of thoſe Prin- 
ces, who hayegladly refigned their imperial Scepters, for a more 
portable and-{moother Shepheards ſtaff ? of thoſe Potentares, 
who have with ſmiles quitred the noyle and cumulc of their mag- 
nificent Palaces, for bo ſoft murmurs of a Wilderneſs ? of tholte 
Craeſuſſes, who haye cut off the ponderous bunches of Wealth 
from. their own wearied backs, and reduced their ſpacious 
T reaſuries to:a ſcrip and bottle ? ofthole holy Prelates, who 
haye relinquiſhed their Epiſcopia, or 'ample Sees, and retired 
themſelyes co: ſome coole; and filent- Hermitage ? How many 
victorious Generals: have thrown down their leading tayes, in 
the heads of their mighty and obedient Armies, and withdrawn 
into obſcure Corrages, there to learn a nobler militia of con- 
quering, their-rebellious- Paſſions ? How many Noble Perſons, 
as high in Honour and Power, as Ambition ic- ſelf could wiſh, 
have chearfullytorn off- their venerable Purp/e, and diſguiſed 
themſelves in contemptible raggs ; changed: their auguſt and 
Dichyrambick Titles into a yulgar and eaſy Monoſylable ; and 
left their ative ſople for a contemplative recels in ſome em 
Iſland ?. in fine, ot thoſe Worthies , who in their ſpring of life, 
cheir canicular days of pleaſure,the Jubile of un t Health, 
the Zenith -of Riches and Honowr; have contentedly ſhook 
hands wich all this vexatious Vanity, and fervently courted not 
only the loathſome ſolitude of Pri/ox, but even that affrighting 
Sceleton, Death: as thoſe things which promiſed more real con- 
tent, then all their former enzoyments 2 And fince; they did- all 
this upon no neceſſity, but that compulſion of their own reQtified 
Wills : what reaſon -haye we to account Poverty, Exile, Sor- 
row, obſcurity, ſickneſs, Impriſonment, nay Death ir (elf, ſuch 
ablolute Evi/s of themſelves, as neyer to be alienated from their 
malignity, and converted into Goods, by the Chymiſtry of a 
Virtuous mind ? What reaſon have we to conceiye, that: thoſe 
Generous Spirits would have complained of the injuſtice of Gods 
Providence ; if he had: bin pleaſed to haye allotted them the 
lame apparent Evyils, and _—_— _ to the ſame — _ 
c 
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The wiſeman conkiders, thatif the rapine of his Enemies, the 
oppreſſion -of Tyranny, the devouring jaws of Fire, or other 
finifter Accident deprive hinrof his eftate ; yet notwithſtanding 
heloſeth nothing, that was properly his own : if he be tormented 
in his body ; that hisraggs of Fleſh are torn off, his mud-walled 
Cortage ſhattered, but that impatible Tenant, his So«/, remains 
whole and inyulnerable. In a word, as the tall Olympus advan- 
ceth his intemerated head above theclouds, and with a ſmooth 
front looks down upon the pageanery of Thunder, and other 
yaporing Meteors of the Aer : ſo doth the head of a YVirewors 

Perſon ftand aboyethe Clouds of Misfortunes, and with a mag- 

nanimous bravery bid defianceto Adverfity, inall the Foggs of 

trouble ftill conſerving the ſereniry of his mind imperturbed. 

Nikhil accidere bono viromali poteſt, Non miſcentur Contraria.. 

Quemadmodum tot ammnes tantum ſuperne dejeftorum imbriam, 

ranta medicatorum vis fontium, non' mutant ſaporem mart, 

uec remittunt quidem't ita adverſarum rerum impetus virs 

forrig:non wertit animune, manev in ftatw,” > quicqued eventt, 
tn [ung colorom trahir, Eft enim omnibus extern potentior. 

Wec hee dico , non ſentit illa, ſed vincit, & alioquin quictus 

placiduſque contra ineuvrentia attollitur: Omnia adverſa, 

exercitapiones prtat :&6. fayth the grave Seneca (lib, de Provi- 

dentia:)Who having runed/ his meditations to this heigh Key,falls 

not only into a profuſe. Encomium of that ſaying of his admi- 
red Cynick, Demetrims; Nihil mihi videtur infelicins eo, ont 
wil unquam evenit adverſi, nothing in my judgement can be 
more unhappy, then he who neyer tafted of Adverfity : but into 
this | Paredox allo, that the condition of Regulus, in his nayled 
barrel, was as far from real: [nfe/5017, 28 that of the great AMe- 
cenas 1olacing his pamperd limbs on a couch of down. For 
weighing the conſtant and: invincible Patience of the one, againſt 
the perpetual Fxx5ezy or civil war in the breaſt of the other, he 
concludes, quod dubium fit, an eleftione Fari dara, pluves Re- 
guli naſci, quam Mceenates velint; that it may be diſputed 
whether or no;, if men might ele& their own Fares, the greater 
number would' not rather chooſe to bo /born under the angry 
Garrs of the former, then the flatrexing conſtellation of the /arrer 
ſo. 
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ſo indifferent ate thoſe things ro a Wiſe man, which the judge- 
ment of the Sexſe hath denominated Good and Evil. 


This magnanimous temper of a Virtuous Mind, thoſe Ideots 
never ſo much as heard of, Who have objected ; chat it would 
have bin more conſiſtent with the juſtice of Diyine Providence, 
rather conſtantly to have preſerved Good men from affi»tton, 
then to ſubjeft them to the malice and vppreſſion of Evil men, 
and afterward ſeem to vindicate their integrity, and compenſate 
their [1 ufferings, by a late remuneration of happinels, and the 
puniſhment of their Oppreſlors. 

For eyen Good men themſelyes eſteem thoſe acute Afli&1ons, 
as a Diploma or Teſtimonial of their genuine Education in the 
oops 5 Virtne, and, like Veteran Souldiers, produce the 
icars of their wounds, as ſo many indeleble charaQers of Yaoxr, 
and conſequently of Howonur. They look upon their ſmarteſt 
{tripes, as the faire impreſſes of Gods paternal FR and Ic- 
curn him a patient ſubmiſſion to his frequent chaſtilements, as the 
molt orarefull ſacrifice of Graticude, their frail and indigent con- 
dition can afford. They account their temporal Dejett#0ns, not 
only an undeniable /ymbol of his Special Favonr, in this mili- 
cary face ; fince they manifeſt them to be ele&ed by him, 10x ad 
mollitiem, ſed ad tolerantiam, not to dull and inglorious effemi- 
nacy, but honourable ' hardſhip, and maſculine atchieyments : 
but alfo as an *ajþpafuy, or Earneſt of their eternal advancement, 
in the Jubile, when he ſhall diſtribute his criumphant wreaths of 
Laurel, fach whoſe Verdure ſhall know nodecay, till the impoſ- 
fible period of Eternity. Thus the YValia»t, with noble emulation, 
contend for priority in enterpriſes of the. higheſt difficulty and 
moſt eminent danger ; and then think themſelves in moſt grace 
and reputation with their General, when he youchlafes them the 
honour of the Forlorn Hope, and confignes them to encounter 
a whole Hoſt of Deaths. Thus the Lacedemonian yongfters mea- 
| ſuredthe affeRion of their Parents, and T xtors, not by their 
indulgence ; bur the ſevericy of their chaſtiſements : "and em- 


Article II. 
The A-heifts 
objeRion, ib?t 
G 2d ought, 1 
juitice, always 
to preſerve 
Good men 
fom ſuffering 
Evil;expunged. 


braced: their ſmarteſt flagellations 2s welcome opportunities ro 
experiment their - Conſtancy. And thus the 3/3ves of Ruſcia 


C c 3 eſtimate 
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eftimate their Husbands love , not by rhe frequency of their 
Coniugall Embraces', but of their Cultvenave: and then be- 
waile themſclyes as more then halfe repudiated, when their matri- 
monial. Lords negle& ro afford them the teneyolence of the Laſh, 
And yer for all this ſhall man, noble man, who is the So»/4jey, 
Sonne , and ſpouſe of Providence , lo far forget his conrage, 
conſtancy , and duety,, as to repine againſt thoſe things as 
Evil ; which are, by the Supreme Wi/dome, intended' for his 
Good, nay which a mind, imbued with the foveraigne Tin&ture 
of Virtxe, hath a power, were they real Evils, to conyert into 
ineftimable Benefits ? 


Article 12. JT doenotonly aſſent unto, but gratefully applaud their judge- 

| bas — ments , who haye defined the effence of Good and Evil, in this 

lies confitems Tife , by the Tr#th or Falſhood of Opinion; experience infor- 

” 15; 2a" ming me, that the Senſual Appetite of ſome apprehendeth 

mity of our many things under the title of abſolute and tranfcendent Goods, 

wills tothe which the Rational Appetites of others abhorr, - a&pofitiyc and 
Divine will. qeteſtable Evils. 

And therefore, when the ſoul fits in conſuk upon the Eleti- 

on of Gpod, ſhe ought firft ro wipe her eyes from all the duſt of 

Senſual Prejudice , and reſolve that the Vote of Temporal in- 

tereſt ſhall goe tor nothing, but diſturbance and ſeduction ; fix- 

ing her Cogitations only upon that pathognomonick, or proper 

and inſeparable, and therefore infallible figne, by which the Wiſ- 

dome of God hath deſcribed what's really Good ; and that is, 

an indifferency to all objefts but himſelf , or a free and totall re- 

ſgnation of our Wills to bis, or more precilely, if he hath ap- 


pointed it. 
Article 13, 
* . 
vw fs ge This moſt excellent leſſon, that Stoical Emperor,. arcs 


Marcus Amoni- Antoninus had often read by the meer = of Nature, and en- 
2#5,concerning deyouring to reduce it into pratice, whiſpers this maxime to 
the Good and himſelf : TW 5 vaiandiy, Þ os aft d13a37 h xgut:, wh mezndemw 73 


Evil occurrent YO re - , ! 
tomanin Morey VE we ; opiniont antem mali ant bont ad/entire mens 
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»on debet (lib. de ſeipſo 5. numer. 18, ) and in one ſhort me- 
ditationſtares the whole Controverſie concerning the good and 
evill occurrences to man ; which for that reaſon , I heer preſent 
tothe Reader. Dicit aliquw: infelicem me, cut hoc acciderit ! 
quinimo, felicem me, qui hunc caſum ſine dolore perferam, & 
nec preſentibus frangar, nec futura extimeſcam! Nam ani- 
cuique tale quid porwit accidere : at non cujuſuu erat, fine 
dolore cum caſum excipere. Car igitur ihnd potins infortunie, 
quam hoc felicitati adſcribis ? Ant cur id infelicitatem homi- 
ns appellas, in quo nihil mals paſſa eft hominis natura ? 
An vero tibi humans nature damnum videri poteſt id , quod 
non eft contra propoſitum nature ejus ? Quod ergo nature 
propoſitum eſſe didiciſti ? Num caſus iſte efficere poterit , quo 
minus ſis june uagnadjmugemperan;graden.ircumſpeine 
turns ab errore , verecungus , liber ? ant adimere omnino quic- 
quam ecorum, que hominis nature ſunt propria ? Proinde que— 
ries inciderit quicquam quod ad dolorem te provocet ;. recorda- 
re Buins precepti : non illud quod accidit infortunium vert 
eſſe, ſed quid fortiter illud feras , id felicitati tribuendum eſſe. 
(lib. 4. numero 31.) | | 

«. Some man [| perchance *] tays , that I am unhappy , to 
« whom this infortune hath hapned 5 Nay , rather may he fay, 
« that I am happy, who can endure this misfortune without griet;. 
« and am neither dejeed with the prefent, nor atraid of turure 
« Accidents, For the like might have betalne any other man : 


« but *rwas not in the power of every one to ſuſtain that mil- 


« fortune without grief. Why, therefore, doe you aſcribe thar 
« rather to misfortune , then this to Felicity ? or why account: 
« that to bean infelicity of man , wherein the Nature of man 
« hath ſuffered nothing of Evil ? Can that ſeem to you to be an. 
« Injury ro Humane Nature, which is not contrary to the in- 
« tention thereof 2 What, therefore , haſt thou learned the 
« Intention of Nature to be ?- Can this misfortune efte&t , thar 
« thou mayeſt be lels jult, magnanimous, temperate , prudent, 
« circumlpe&t, ſuperior ro error, modeſt, free? Or can ir take 
« from thee any of chole things , which are proper to the Nature 
« of man ? So often, racy A as any Accident ſhall occur, 

C <3 By « Which, 
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« which may provoke thee to grief ; remember this Precept : 
« that what happens , is not truely Misfortune ; bur that thou 
« cant bear it nobly, is a Happineſs. x 

Morethen this, I can not, need not ſay, in order to the refutati- 
on of this ObjeCtion : and therefore I remit the »»/atisfied to 
the more profound, elegam., and ample diſcourſe of the learned 
Mornens Du Pleſsis (lib, de weritate Chriſtiane Religions, 
cap.'T2;) onthe ſame tfubjeRt ; and leaye the ſatisfied to the 
calme enjoyment of their perſwaſion. 


CHAP. VI. 


The Mobility of the Terme of Mans 
Life, aſſerted. 


rr I Or re R———_——_—_ — — — 


Sner, |. 


ad Aving thus by Apodicical and uncontrollable 
o [> Rezſons'made it manifeſt, that all things in the Uni- 

ED | Y verſe, as well Generals, as Particulars, Contingents 
SY as Neceſlarics, arc in the means, manner, oppar- 

PS ESy tunity and fmality of their Operations, preciſely 
predetermined, diſpoſed ,and procured by the General Providence 
of God ; that all Occurrences of every individual mans life, are 
the preſeripts and confgnations-or allotments: of his Special and: 
Paternal Providence ; and by the meer Light of Nature dif 
pelled all-thoſe clouds; which either ancient Ethniciſme, or mo- 
dem Atheiſme-hath exhaled trom the abyſs of Hell, ra obſcure 
the ſplendor of both thoſe excellent truths : it remains only, that 
we deduce the influence of Divine Providence down to the Ca- 
taſtrophe, or Exit of lite, or prove the extenſion of it to the point 
of Death ; and endevour a compendious and plain decifion 
of that tedious and enigmatical Controverfe, An rerminus Vite 
humane fit immobilts * Whether the period of every indiidugl 
mans life be fo immoveably fixt by the Special Providence of 


God, that it can be neither by any negligence, immuderate and. 


inordinate. 


Article x. 
The Afﬀenity 
of this Thec- 
rem to the pre- 
cedent, intimc- 
red; andthe 
necelſary divi-- 
fjon thereof 
into a ſbecifical 
and oak 
conſideration. . 
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oC 
Article 2. 


the Authors 


'Parr, 


Article 3, 
Themoderxis 
of Deach by 
Special Prove 

ence Divine, 
Woued from 
the impoſſibili- 
ty of the mo- 
deration there- 
of by any other 
power. 


The reaſons of 


conciſe traRta- 
tion of cthetahrſt 


inordinate nſe of thoſe things Phyſicians call the Six Nonnaty- 
rals, or ſnddain Caſualities, anticipated or abbreviated; nor by 
prudence, temperance, convenient Medicaments, or caution, pro- 
latedor prolonged ? 


For the firſt ; viz. 


That God is the ſole Afoderaror, though not the Author of 
Death (for reaſon will not endure that we conceive him to have 
created a Privation;) or, more plainly, that che hand of his Pro- 
yidence guides the dart of that ineyitable and victorious Enemy 
ro life ; this is a poſition ſo frequently and amply illuſtrated by 
che pens of many the moſt hawe. ry judicious men of all ages, 
religions, and profeſſions; and ſo genuinely and direCtly inferri- 
ble from the Context and importance of thoſe Arguments for- 
-merly introduced, in order to the Demonſtration of the intereſt 
of Providence, eyen in the finalleft interludes of Nature, and 
moſt apparently forcuitous effe&s of all ſubordinate Cauſes : 
that, ſhould we run out into any profuſe probation thereof, in 
this place, the moſt- patient and candid Reader could not- buc 
frown at the atrempt, and juſtly cenſure it, non only as unnecefſa- 
ry and ſupererogatory, bur allo as ſcandalous and derogatory to 
his own Diale<tical and 'Co'leAtive habilities. And therefote 
humbly referring him as well to his own eaſy recognition-of no. 
tions formerly colleted from the IeAure of other more mature 
and neryous Diſcourſes on the fame oa + ; þ his - fami- 
liar InduQtions propolitions in upon the 
leaves of this Wwe cold -and dull D rs Exerciſe : I 
ſhall, in avoydance of atundecent Chaſme, or Vacuity , gnſerc 
only rwo conciſe and-obyious Arguments, as Coro{aries,* Or an- 
nexes inſeryient to the ſame-perſwatzon. 


b Argument 1. 


Thelife, and conſequently the Death of every man neceſlarily 
depends uponthe ablolute #/i// of the Creator, and ſo upon the 
Decrees or reſolves of his Providence; or upon ſome other 
Principle extrancous, alien, and ſuperior to the nature of man , 

or 
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or upon wan himſelf, Not upon aty Third or Newtral Princi- 
ple ; for that muſt be either the Epicureans Fortwne'; or the 
Stoicks Anu Fatidicaor Fate; or Homers Lottery ; or Py- 
thagoras his Suzy 4ueous, mentioned by Plutarch (de placit.1.) 
or the Jews Angelus mart, or their terrible ſhe Devil Zi/ith 
deſcribed by our many=tongued Gregory (in tratt. de Epiſcopo 
puerorum out of the Gloſſa Talmud, in Nidaa, fol. 24.) and er- 
roneouſly conceived, by Gaffarel ( VUnheard of Curioſities, 
pag. 317.) to beche fame with Lxcina of the Romans, for the 
one was thought propitious to parturient women, the other ſo 
hoſtile and malignant, that che Hebrew Wives, ſo loon as they 
fell in travel, cauſed chis profcription to. be written on the doore 
of their bed-chamber, Adim, Chavah, chouts Lilith , Adam, 
Eve , keep out Lilith, or the Altrologers Helec and Alcoco- 
den, and the like 949us & Sradious of the Planets called Xpevo- 
xpalogiar or Fridarie, derided by Archangelus a Burgo nove 
(in Comment. in dogmat. Cabaliſt.) and Scalger (in Comment. 
in Manilium) or > Numbers, Ideas, or grand Revolution of 
Plato; or the Malus Dens of the Manachees ; or Helena, alias 
Selene, of Simon Magnus ; or Heliods Pandora ; or the great 
Beldam 447litra, aliis Alytra, of the Ethnicks ; or the Turks 
Naſſub, alias Ctuſura, which fignifiesthe Goddeſs Fortune , or 
Paracelſns his Anima munds Platonica, or rather the Macro. 
coſmical Harmony of the Univerſe, and the Microcoſmical Con- 
cordance with the inviſible Fgnatures of the Aſcendent;. or that 
Hermetico-magical Lamp of life and death, lately invented/and 
cryed up by Erneſtus Burchgravins, but moſt judiciouſly ex- 
tinguiſht by Senzertus (de Conſenſu Chymicoram cum Galen, 
cap. 18.) or that Internal man of Paracel/us, named Ens ſyde- 
rinm, Olympicum, Gabalim, &c. by that vaine admirer and 
promoter of Hermetical Follies, O/waldzs Crollins (in, Baſil. 
Chym. prafat. admonit. p. 6.4. & 65.) or the implacable Serix, 
or Erinnys of the Gentiles ; or, finally, ſome ſuch fantaftique 
Hobgoblin, that hath no more of reality, then whatit bortows 
from the confuled and obſcure idea of it ſelf, conceived in the 
luxuriant womb of a perturbed or deluded ination : but © * 
every ſober man already knows, pr all theſe are abloluce ' Chis 


maera's, 
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Article 4- 
*The lame de- 
monſrared, 
from the ne- 
ceffary depen- 
dence of all 
natural motion 
in its begin- 
ning,continua- 
tion, and peri- 
od, on the w{ll 
of the Firſt 


mera's, hatched in the adled brains of mad men, Poets;and ido- 
tatrous Pagans;and fo below our laughter, much more our ſerious 
Confutation. Not upon. Man himſelf, or any domeſtick Con- 
ſervatory eſſentially inherent to his Nature. For that abſurdity 
once conceded, entangles our reaſon in two the higheſt Impoſſi- 
bilities imaginable; (1) ir confounds the Relative Maximes of 
Nature, breaks her chain of Dependence, and inferrs a ſecond 
Self-exiſtence beſide Divinity ; for, dreaming that a Principiate 
Entity aRtually exiſtent, gave to it felf exiſtence ; rhar a Furure 
ſomething derives its wwwveiey, or Futwrition immediately and 
folely ſrom ir ſelf ; and that nothing can, by its own power, at- 
taine to be ſomething, #. e. that which is neither Porentia, nor 
Attus , can endow it [clf with the perfection of both Power and 
Af ; we muft be carried upon this rock, that there is in thc 
World a ſecond ſomething aveeyoy , evailiov x, dulauloy, Non 
principiate, Canſeleſs, and Self-ſufficient, behdes God ; which 
is a falſhood far beyond the two Principles of all things imagi- 
ned by the Aſanichees, and more ridiculous then the Devils pro- 
miſe to make our Saviour Monarch of the World. (2) Itim- 
ports an abſolute'power in man to make himſelf immortal; a 
Deluſion that never found entertainement in the brain of the 
moſt deſperate Hypochondriack, nor durſt the Father of lies 
ever ſuggeſt it ro his moſt credulous vaflals, It follows there- 
fore of pur2 neceſſity, that as God is the Author of Life ; ſo allo 
can he alone diſpoſe of the iſfwes of Death, and that the exd, as 
well as the beginning and warations of all things are ſubje& to 
the tnoderation of his Providence. 


Argument 2. 
- A confeſt Verity itis, thatall NVarwuyal Motion muſt proceed 


from one- Firff AMotor, which can be no other but God, untill 


we can find out fomething coequal to him in Erernity; and a 
poſition neyer yer diſputed, that the /5fe of man is a Natural 
Motion, to which the Apoffle feemes to allude in his facred 
aKome, #y buy Cow, x} xwicele, x, 40uty, in God we live, move 
4nd havov onr bring (AF. 17. ver. 28.) and of parallel certainty 
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itis » thateyery motion hath its determinate beginning, durati- 
01 , and period, dependent on the zyill of the Firſt Mover : 
therefore muſt the end as neceſſarily as the beginning and con- 
tinuation of mans /ife, his Death as well as his conception, 
nativity, and maturity be certainly commenſurated, defined, 
ard limited by the Special Providence of God. Frequent 
glimpſes of this Argument have I perceived in the monuments 
of the moſt Erhaical Philoſophers ; nor ſhall our choughts 
want the patronage of great probability , if we conjecture, 
that our Patriarch, Galen (in moſt other chings, bur weakly 
armed again(t their cenſure , who have affaulzed his memory 
with .che dereſtable Epichite, Adzoaoywlams, Atheiſt of the 
higheſt Clafſis ) had his mind touched with the ſame Magnet, 
at thattime, when he wheeled about from his old poſition of a 
meer. Natwraliſt, and pointed dire&ly at the pole of Divine 
Providence, in theſe words, Jedoz: miyre Jam mentinem 
( 2.de uſu part.) God hath done all things, that he had for- 
merly decreed to doe. 
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Sncr. It. 


For the ſecond ; 


LS. | po —_— reaſon _ I, tocall it a Tedionus and 
overy of the EnigmAical Controverhie. For, firft, the obſcurity of 
almoit inſupe- the Subject (being ſuch whole clear imperceptibility hath Sis 
rable Difficul- chily liſted it among the bzvuez, or (e f God 
ties to be en- le wed NN ED 4 oar 
; 24 of phe hogs ed rather to excite and enterrain our -reyerential Wonder, 
worthy and ſ2- - _ our ſawcy C ariofity ) hath unhinged the brains of 
risfaQory ſolu- OR, W o-havye cflayd to explain ir, and loſt their judgements 
tion of this in a wilderneſs of various opinions, dilcrepant 8ovy Lend is? 
| 69) 69A dro yang, as far as heaven and earth each from other, and left 
of mans life be amps ne inſtructed rather what to aveyd, then what to fol- 
Moveable, or - f inſomuch that the learned and profound Foh. Beverovicins 
Fatal;premiſed Whole flame of ſcrutiny had kindled the moſt erudite and heroical 
by way of Apo- Wits, on this fide the line, into a defire and attempt to afford him 
| A ie _ : fatisfaCtion in this particular ; when he had received, peruſed and 
ot: g_ perpended their ſeyerall Epiſtolical reſponſes, found 
and his purpoſe _ fill perplex'c with his former tremor of Scepticiſme, and 
” raking a mi- therefore confeſſed - ſuper hac ve nuper plures conſului qui an 
. by wm a ſebiipſis ſatisfecerint neſcio,mihi certe penitus ſatisfacere non po- 
yy ts _ = rnernnt; in tanta itaque opinionum varietate equidem fere dixe- 
araich, - Es Xenophonte apud Varronem, Homins eft hec opinars 
as Ds ſcire. And again, whoſoever deſerves the Laurel ar this 
wn w9e- of the IT exerciſe, by deciding the queſtion on the fide of Truth; 
picurean, muſt firſt reconcile thoſe inyeterate Antipathies between abſolute 
Fate and mans Freewilt : muſt clearly diſtinguiſh berween the 
certain Preſcience, and immutable Predeſtination, or Predeter- 
— of the Divine Intelle and Will, (a task not to be 
undertaken after dinner, nor performed upon one legg ; as muſt | 
ſoon. 


OOO 
——— —_ 


| Chap.6. The Mobility of the Term of Mans Life, aſſerted. 


ſoon appear to him, who tufficiently —_—_— how hardly--the 
blunt edge of mans underſtanding can . divide betwixt the Pre- 
vidence of God, and his poſitive Decrees ſethed from all cternity: 
fince Cognition, Elettion, Volition, and Decretion make bur 
one ſimple and cntire a& in his [re/ef#; nor can reaſon make 
out, how God can Foreſce meer Contingents, while they are 
et in the nothing of Farrrity , unleſs bean he hath pre- 
ordained the means, place, time, and other circumſtantial requi- 
fites to their reſpe&tive Contingencies ) muſt determine that 
troubleſome Doubt of the Schoolemen, whether any of Gods. 
Decrees are Hypothetical or Conditionate, and ſo fubje& to 
mutation upon mans obſeryation,or not-obſeryation of theCon- 
dition, or proviſo on his paxt to be performed? and, laftly , 
muſt ſolve that Scruple, An Scientia conditionata certam ponit 
futurorum ſcientiam,or, AnconditionataDesi voluntas ullum facie 
at decretum de fururorum events ? Whether the hypothetical or 
conditionate Will of God (if any ſuch there be) doth import an 
abſolute and immurable Decree , - concerning 'theevent of things 
ro come > Problems ; about which not only the graveſt Phi- 
loſophers have ſtretched the membranes of their brains, and 
with great anxiety hack'c and ſlaſh't for many ages together ;. 
but eyen the Church her (elf hath diſputed fo hotly, that ſhe hath 
rent her ſeamleſs coate of Fasth into ſuch numerous and wide 
Schiſmes., that we her ſonnes may ſooner expe the: converſion 
of the Jews, then a full reconciliation and. reunion. of. alt her 
Sets. Nor am I ſubje ro lo nuncurable a Phrenſy of Vanity, 
asnot to know how immenſe a diſproportion lyerh between ths 
utmolt extent of my ſhort judgement, and the center of' the nee- 
reſt of thele Abſtruſities ; but acknowledging the deciſion of 
any one pf them as far above my Preſamption, as Capacity; T 


© think icboth honour and farisfaRion enough for me; to: haye 


collected ſo muctrlight from the beams of Merſennus, Epiſcopine 
and others, as.may ſerve to conduct the-mind of the ingeniot 
Reader intoa midle way betwixt the Abſolute Fatality of the 
Stoicks, on one extreme ; and the abſolute Forrane: of the-Epi- 
cureans , on.theother. The: F5rſ# whereof ftrains 'the cord' of 
Predeſtination upto the height of inevitable Neceſſity ; ahd ſo. 
Ddg leayes: 
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leaves nothing in the powereither of Mans PFree-will, or the con- 
ſpiracies of Second Cauſes; nay chain's up the hands: of the 
Firſt Canſe in fetters of Adamant, according to that of the 
Poet, 


Faris agimnry, cedite fats. 

Non ſollicite poſſunt cure 
Antare rati ſtamiza fuſs. 
Quicquid patimur mortale gens, 
Quicquid agimuws, venit ex alto. 
Non illa Deo wertiſſe licer 

Que zexa ſun currunt Canſis. 


By Fate we are impell'd ; ſubmit 

To what the - Deſtezies think fir, 

Thar thread, by *th Fara! Damſels ſpun, 
By our Cares can nere b* undone, 

What we «&, what amdergoe, 

From their fixt Deerees doth flow. 

Fave himſelf cannot controll 

What doe's from linked Cauſes rowl, 


As alſo that of Sexeca ( de providentia , where he had the 
realon to ſpeak it: )  _ Paequid oft, quod wes fie vivere juſſit, 
fic mars © eadem neceſ#itate. & Deos. alligat. iryevocabilis bu- 
mand pariter ac divina curſus vehit, ille ipſe omnium Conditor 
46 Rettor ſeripfit quidem Fata, ſed ſequitur, ſemper paret : 
ſewel juſrir. The-Others cutit quite afunder, and fo relaxing 
the ligaments: of Providence Divine , leave all Events to the' 
looſe and undetermined refulcs or hits of meer Chance: but both 
concurcing us the moſt bloody Error of ZIrreligion, But the 
concernguent of our preſent Theme will lead us into a more 
particular, expreſs, and ample ry, howthat long Civil war 
| vixt theſe three different Notions of Fate, Fortwne, and 

Proe-will, i may be conciliated and brought co' a full Com- 
bination and Confiftence with Divine Providence,” | 
LET In 


—_— 
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- Inche meane time, that we may , | both; wich more- decent 
Method, and perfpicuity , attain to ſome yerifimilous (at leaſt) 
ſolution of our prefent- Problem, viz. Whether the Term of 
mans life (in individuo) be ſo immoveably prefixt by the De- 
crees of Divine Providence., as that neither temperance or care 
01 mans part can extend, nor the violence of ſecond Canſes, ſi- 
tuate- without the orb of his m0 leration, accelerate it ? Neceſlary 
it is, that we ſerioufly examine and ſearch into the marrow of 


two things conductive to the right (ating, and conſequen:ly the 


right 1inderſtanding of the Queſtion :, (1) what we are to un- 


| derſtand by the Term of Life : (2) In what ſenſe we are to u 


derſtand rhis Term tobe fixt, or moveable, | | 


What we are to underſtand by the Term of Life, 


Concerning the Firſt ; obvious it js, thatall things, or cauſes 


inſeryient both to the Conſervation of life and the adduction of T Þ< neceflary 


its period, Death, fall under the contents of three General heads ; 
tor either they muſt refer to thoſe that are. Neceſſary , or ſuch 
as, by the ordinary courſe of Nature, no man can ſub6ft with- 
out, to which claſfis belong our Aliment , Aer, ſleep, &c. or 
(2) Non neceſſary or Fortuitous, which no way has fi to the 


Fomentation or tewel of our Vital: Flame, but point blank to-the 
[wades 
every man to ayoyd them ; ſuchare Shipwracks, Rabbs, ſhars, 
precipices, hakers, &c, cauſes of immature, ſuddair and violent 
deaths: or (3) Meerely Snpernataral, of the Will of God, 
which as it is impoſſible (without Special Divine Rep 
fy _ this 


ExtinRion of ic ; and therefore the inftin&t of nature 


us to foreknow, fo alſotoalter, or prevene, 
pillars was R, that Laxrentins Foubertnd erectod bis triple Daffe- 
rence of the Term of mans life; making one Superanturgd, 


as the Breath of our noſtrils was-pleaſed to affiznto moſt of the 
Antediluyian Patriarchs, or Seminaties of Humanity, either in 
order to the 'more expedite multiplication of inaukind, to- the 


more inventiovand propagation of Aunsaud Sc 


enees, or. for ſome- other conſiderable /reſpeR ; at which our 


. Ignorance 


ral, Natural, & 


ſcope. 


f rticle 2, 
Two przvious 
conſiderable , 
neceflary to the 
right under- 
itancing and 
conf. quent 
diſcuflion ofthe 
qu«ition. 


Article 3. 


relation of all 
Cauſes both of 
life and death, 
to three Gene- 
rall heads, viz. 
Neceſſary, For- 
twitous, Super- 
natural _ 
ports the diſcri- 
mination of the 
Term of life in- 
to Supernat u- 


Accidentary: & 
the. imperti= _ 
nency of the | 
confiferadion 
of the Super- 


natural Term. 
to the preſence 
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ignorance can only_ſquint by conjeure: which being long 
fince cancelled, Art fits down in a contented deſpaire to reno- 
vate, nor canthe records of the world afford us the ſtory of any 
impudence , that durſt rant ſo high, asto promiſe it, except that 
of a certain Mountebanck Greek, derided by Galez , and our 
late Nugipolyloquides, Paracel/us ; both which experimentally 
confuted their own unpardonable Arrogance , before their ſands 
had run out 50 years. Another Natzral , which Phyſiologie 
defines by that ſpace of time, during which our radical Balſam, 
or the oleaginous Fewel of our yital Lamp, maintairs the innate 
Heate, or Flame of life, untill che total exhauſtion of the one, 
cauſeth a rotal priyation of the other ; or, more plainly, that cir- 
cle of time, which comprehends the ſeven Segments or Ages of 
man; which, though prefticure and limited, by the Goyernour 
of Nature, according to the compute of the P/almiſt, to 80. 
years, of Platoto 81. of the e/Egyptians to 100. (Celius Rodi- 
ginus, 19. antiq. Left. cap. 21. & Toh. Langins, lib. 1, Epiſt, 
Medicinal. 7 wp, of the beſt of the $:by{ls to a 100. as is expreſt 
in thoſe 2, verſes correted by the incomparable Sal/maſins 
(Pliniarum obſervat. pag. 77+) 


o/ 
"AM\ 6T9]ev juno i ypoves avleamio 
Zens, is emer frglovIdde wiraey adevans ; 


And of the ancient Fews; to 120.( Tofeph. Antiq. Indaic. lib. 1.) 
isyerleft to ſome conſiderable lacicude, and hath more or leſs of 
Duration, reſpeRiye'torthe more or leſs.durability of the Princi- 
ples of life, 3, e. the Encraſy, or Dyſcraſy of the body, in every 
individual ; provided that neither the oyle be inquinated by 
crude, or putrid Supplies, nor prodigally depredated by immode- 
rate intetfion- of ,its conſumer, the Flame, nor that immaturely 
either ſuffocated, or waſted by Diſaſes , or ſuddainly extingui- 
ſhed by violent Accidenrs ; which make the third . Difference, 
or Accidentary Term of life. 

Bur as for the firſt branch of this Ternary, the Aſeraphy ſical, 
or Supernatural Term of mans life, dependent on the Divine 
ll immediately ; fince according to.the doctrine of Nicholaus 
Florentinus (in Serm.) the Conciliator (in different. _—_— 


g 
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and Joubertas (in Errorib, popular. ) it concerns only the firſt 
Age of the World : this place may very conventently want any 
farther conſideration thereof; nor can iz much ayail to the ats 
chieyement of our deſign, to infiſt upon more then the to 


laſt. 


By che Term of life, therefore, we ought to underſtand either 
(x) that period of every individual mans days, which is cauſed 
by a ſenfible decay, and total diſſolution of the ligaments, which 
chain the Soul to the Body; or, more expreſly, by an extin&tion 
of his Vital Flame, naturally ſucceeding upon a conſumption of 
its Pabulum, or tewel, the Radical Moyſftnure, when both thoſe 
Principles of life are permitted to their natural and proper te- 
nor, i, e. whenno Preternarural Cauſe intervenes, and by Cor- 
ruption — the diſſolution of chat Diſpoſition: or Tem- 
perament of the Elements of the body , upon which the ſubſi- 
ſence of life doth neceſſarily depend : or (2) the end of eyery 
mans life, in general, whenſocyer, and by what means ſoeyer, 
cither Diſeaſes, or violent and unexpeRted Accidents, introduced; 
without any reſpe& to the-gradual and ſucceſſive declination, and 
conlequent ceflation of the Natural Temperament, in the mara/- 
mus of old age. 

Now from the acceptation of the Term of Life, in the Firſt 
Hgnification, there genujnly emerge 7 wo 2ueſtions: 


Firſt, Whether this Term of life, which is circumſcribed, per 
rpfins temperaments defluxum & decurſum, by the natural De- 
finx,, or wearing our of the requiſite Temperament of the body, 
and which we may, without impropriety, call a kind of marwre, 
eaſy and ſpontaneous falling aſunder of the Ligaments of life ; 
be abſolucely and: definitely fixt, ſo that God hath conſtituted 
toleaye the nature of eyery Individualto its own moderation, 
nor by any means to. interrupt or alter irs courſe preſcribed : 5, e, 
not by any means.to procure, that this Deflux of the Temperi- 
ment ſhould haye more or'leſs duration, then what may natu- 
rally be expe&ed from the more or leſs durability thereof, de- 
pendent on the more or lels perfect proportion, that the Pj 

c an 
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Arncle 6. 


' "The conlſe- 


quence of our 


. underſtanding 
the Term of + 


life, in the ſe= 


cond fignifica- 


tion, 


and Attive Principles hold cach to other ; or, more plainly, 


that the Renitency or Reſiſhence of the Oyle holds to the depre- 
datory and conlumptive Attivity of the Flame, 

Sccondly, if this Term of life be thus Fixt, and that God in- 
deed hath decreed not to intend or prolong that Deflux of the 
Temperament,beyond the point of its natura[Durability;whether 
yet notwithſtanding, without alteration of his Decrea of com- 
mitting Nature to its own eſtabliſh'c courſe, he may not, be- 
ing thereunto moved by our repentance, prayers , and piety, 
corre thoſe depravities, and repaire thoſe violent decays of thar 
our temperamental Conſlicution, occalioned by intemperance, 
diſcaſcs,extrancous Accidents,or other means whateyer;and ſo hin- 
der the otherwiſe impendent immature Collabaſcence , and 
precipicous Diſfolution thereof ? In a werd ; Whether, though 
God hath predetermined , that no man ſhall exceed that Term 
of life, to which the Durability of his individual Temperament, 
or the lirength of his particular Conſtitution may , in proba- 
bility , be extended ; his Special Providencedoth not yet ſuffer, 
that, by reaſon of putrefaRtive and deftrugive Preter-natural 
Cauſes occurrent., the temperament may be yitiated, impaired, 
and ruined : and ſo not hold out to that point of time, to 
which otherwiſe, in reſpe& of its primigenious and native con- 


diction , it might have lafted ? 


But if we underſtand the Term of life in the ſecond 7nifica- 
tion ; then the Queſtion muſt be : Whecher the immature or 
preternatural Period of every individual mans life , by what 
means ſoeyer, either diſeaſe, famine, war, wounds, naufrage, 
decollation, ſuſpenfion, ſuffocation, luxury, drunkenefs, ſolli- 
citude, grief, 8c. occaſioned, be fo preciſely fixt by Deſtiny ; 
that no prudence or caution on his part can tranſpoſe , nor 
danger of fortuitous Accidents invading , accelerate or pre- 
vertit ? In ſhort, Whether the Cataſtrophe of every mans 
life be preſcribed in the book of Fate. 


Ty 
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In what ſenſe we are to underſtand the Term of Mans Life 
to be Fixt or Moyeablſc. 


As for the Second Preconſiderable ; the Term of life may be Article 7. 
fayd to be Fixr in a twofold ſenſe : (1) inrelpe& to ſome poſi- by + nz 
tive Divine Decree , antegredient or precedent not only to all wh adle 
conſpiracies , but alſo the Preſcience of all Secondaryor Inſtru- in a double in- 
mental Cauſes ; whereby God hath fo preciſely fixt and limi- tereſt; vix. 
red a certain ſpace, or time of life to every fingle man, together (1) in reſpect 

; | . : ; to (ore Abſo- 
with all relative Circumſtances, as place, manner, or king, and ,,..nivine De- 
cauſe of Death : that it is abſolutely impoſſible ro man , whar cree,precedent 
means ſoeyer he ſhall uſe to the contrary, in order to his preſer- even ro Gods 
vation , or whatdangers ſoeyer he ſhall have formerly expoſed Prelcience of al 
- himſelf unto, notwithſtanding, either to prolong his lite beyond OY ary 

» inſtrumental 

or to fall beforechat Fatal Term. (2) In relpeR not to ſome Cauſes; (2) to 
Abſolute, but Hypothetical, or Conditionate Decree of God : ſome Hypothe- 
z. e, ſuch whoſe mutationor accompliſhment is ſuſpended on the ic! Divine 
liberty , or Free Ele&tion of mans Will, according as that, either ? —_—_ 
being conducted by. the manuduction of Light Supernatural, or —— = 
Divine Grace, ſhall purſue the real and true Good ; or being the liberty of 
ſeduced by the delufion of its own ſenſual judgements, ſhall mans Will. 
wander in the devious traQts of Error, and ſo hunt after only And the indy” 
apparent and falſe Good. Now whether we underſtand this 10099 "2 
C onditionate Decree to be made and grounded upon a certain giſtintion _ 
and infallible prenotion of all concomitant things, circumſtances, our inſtant de- 
manners, cauſes, and finally of mans ele&tion of and adherence gne. 
unto Good, or Evil objefts, and his conſequent Virrmons or vici- 
045 courſe of life : or whether we underſtand it to be made with- 
out any ſuch certain Prexotion, or Volition of Prenotion at all ; 
but yer with a deliberate and poſitive Sentence certainly to be 
pronounced and executed in thefulneſs of time; or opportunity 
when the right uſe, or abuſe of this Prerogative or Freedome of 
the i, ſhall be in actual determination, 7. e, ſhall ripen the 
Suppoſitionality of the decree into Ab/olxteneſ5, and reduce the 
Poſſibility thereof into aRtual Neceſſity : the diſtinQion is not 

Material, For it can be of no conſiderable adyantage to our 


Ec 2 preſent 
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Article 8. 
Three d'f-- 
reat Opinions 
valgarly ex- 
traced from 
the precedent 
DiltioRion, 


Aracle 9. 
The conven. 
enrreduion 
of them to 
we only, 


prelent attempt, whether of theſe two Notions we prefer ; and 
that the reaſon is, why we here omit to enquire, whether holds the 
neereſt Cognation to truth. 


From theſe premiſes hath the judgement of man extracted three 
difterent opinions. | 
The F:r/t, of thoſe, who hold it as point of faith,that the Term 


. of every mans life, rogether with all means or Cauſes, immediate, 


mediate, remote, circumſtantial and corollary, or in any rela-. 
tion whateyer percinent thereto, is abſolutely immoyeable and 
Fatal ; being preciſely decreed by the immutable and irreſiſtible 
laiv of the Divine Will. | 

Fhe Second, of thole, who averrethe abſolute Fatality, or 
Fixation of every individual mans. Term of life, 4 Poſterior: 
but decline it 4 Prior, 4. e. they concede, that in truth the term: 
of eyery mans life is. appointed by the- irreyocable decree of 
Face, in this reſpec, that it can neyer be extexded or ſpun out to 
the duration of one moment beyond that, to which the natural: 
condicion. of his particular Temperament promiſes him to attain: 
but not in this reſpe&, thatir admits no poſhbility of Contratti- 
on or Abbreviation. ; 

The-Third, of thoſe, who allow the Term of life to be Fatal 
indeed; yetuponno higher a Neceſſity, then that of Gods-meer 
Prenotion, or hypothetical determination, reſpeive to mans 
right uſe, or abule-of the Liberty of his Will : and therefore not 
to fixt, burtthat it may be not only abbreviated bur alſo pro 
longed; non. preſnppoſita iſta aut prenotione,aut hypotheſj citra 
Prenotionem.. 


And this is the moſt paſſant Diviſion of mens diſſenting opi- 


 nions concerning this intricate Subject ; but if we come with na- 


ked minds to examine the ſtate of rhe difference between the /a/# 
and the /econd, we ſhall find: them concentral in- the point of 
Auravility or Mobility : and therefore both. perſpicuiry and 


. brevity perſwade, that we gratefully adhere to that more con- 


venient reduRion of all opinions concerning this Theorem, to 
to oaly, offered by Joh, Beverovicins (Epiſt. ad Simon. Epi» 
ſcopium) 


| 
| 
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[copium) in words of this importance : Some maintain the Term 
of mans life to be fixt by the eternal and immutable law of De- 
ftiny ; and on the contrary, others contend that ir is nor ſo fixr, 
but that it remains moveable as well forwards as backwards, not 
only obnoxious to Decnrtation or Anticipation, by deprayities 
and exorbitances of the Six Nox-natarals, by-Epidemical Diſ- 
cates, or by athouſand unexpe&ed Knocks of unconſtant For- 
tune; but alſo capable of Produttion or Poſtpoſition by a rem- 
perate, anticachedtical.and cautious courle of life, 


Now as for the Firſt of theſe Opinions; *cis generally known 
to have bin Canonical among the Sroicks, who bound up the 
efficiency of all things-in the Univerſe, in the iron'chaines of Fare; 
beleiving all events. ſubje to ſo. uncontrollable a necefficy, that 
their prevention, ſuſpenſion, or alteration is not only above the 
hopes of man (whole yirtuovs endeayours, piety, and prayers 
mult therefore prove as fruitlels and ineftectual rowards the 
Averfion ; as vitioſiries., impiety-and profanenefs towards the 
Attraion or Acceleration of any misfortune predecreed} bur 
even of God himſelf : whom though they allow to have bin the 
Author of that ſempiternal and irrepealable law of Deſtiny , yer 
they deny him to haye reſerved to himſelf the prerogative of 
exemption from the obligation. thereof. This was the Creed--of 
Philetas, when he ſayd. | 


"Iouget ydp EmxgaTHI avdpes avdyun, 

«\ , » as of e / SY Pk 8 

Hp' 8d" abevalss umPeiSuy, BT i cavpues 
"Exmobey yaremy dy tv otkys exduoy1o, 


—— Mortales ſuperat quodcunque neceſſe eſt, 
Vi ſolida ; quia nec ſuperos reveretur, in almis 
QuiCeali ſpatizs degunt fine Iuttibus evum. 


Of that old Poet, quoted by Cicero (ae Fats) who fayd, quod' 
fore paratum eſt, id ſummum exuperat Jovem : and of that 


renowned Captain, Hefor, when being importuned by his wife 


not to hazard: himſelf in a ſalley upon the Grecian trenches, he 
SE 3 conju- 


Article 10. 
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conjired her fond fears into a reſolved confidenco, that no ſword 
could reach his heart, bur that of Fate, by this ſpell ; 


Parce, precor, nimio miſera indulgere dolori ; 
Nam quis me, Fatis invitts, mittet ad Orcum ? 
Nullum equidem vitaſſe hominum dico ultima Fata., 


/ Prithee, forbeare thy needleſs grief ; and know, 
No hand can ſend me to the ſhades below, 
Without the Fares aſſent. I hold it true, 
What F ate hath deſtin*d, no man can eſchew. 


As alſo of thoſe Military men, mentioned by P. Gregorius 
\ T holoſanns (lib. 21. de republ, cap. 8.) whole minds being ſea- 
ſoned with the ſame perlwaſion, that the manner and moment of 
eyery mans Death is appointed by the immutable law of Fate, 
and his lot inſcribed in inyifible CharaRters on his forchead; be- 
came of ſo hard a temper,as to be wholly inſenfible of the threats 
of that terrible Giant, Danger : nor did they account it other 
then a yanity, reſulting from the cowardize of Ignorance,to'pro- 
vide againſt the blows of War either by caution, or defenfive 
armes ; urging the examples of many valiant Soldiers, who 
haye bin obſerycd to haye confronted whole ſhowers of leyelled 
bullets, ſhot from the neer engines of the adyatcing Foe, with- 
out 2 wound ; and yet at laſt have fallen by ſome petice and 
unexpected peble thrown from the ſure ſling of Deſtiny , eyen 
then, when they ſeemed immured in the ſecure Cittadel of Peace, 
and thought their triumphant Lawrels armour of proof eyen 
20ainſt thunder. | 


Occidts, Argive quem non potuere phalanges 
Sternere, nec Priami regnorum everſor Achilles. 
Hic tibi mores erant mete,&c. Virg, 12, e/Encid. 


But, alas ! *tis not the Academy of the Sroicks alone, that af. 
fords patronage to this Error of Abſolnte Fatality ; nor the 
Camp that only contends for the propagation thereof; nor the 
politick 


——__— 
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politick 'inftitutions of that Secretary of Hell, Mahomer, in his 
abſurd Alcoran (cap. 6.) that only countenance the diffuſion 
thereof in theſe our days : for even the Schools of Chriſtianity, 
in ſome parts, haye adyanced the reputation thercof to fo un- 
reaſonable and dangerous a height, as to make it an Article of 
Faith, if notablolutely neceſſary, yer at leaſt collaterally con- 
duQtive to Salvation ; and this by Auctority of the Conncel of 
Dort, which ratified the doEtrine of their Apoſtle, Ca/vir, con- 
cerning Abſolute Predeſtination, and enjoyned the publick Af- 
fertion thereof to molt of their Divyines. of the laſt reformation. 


L ſfayd, the, Doftrine of Calvin concerning Abſolute Prede- 
ftination ; thereby , though tacitly, intimanng my knowledge 
of the no [mall Diſparity berween the Fare of the Stoicks, and 
that propugned by many Chriſtian Divines, The one bcing, 
as Chryſipps hath defined it, Sempirerna & indeclinabilts ſeries 
rerum, & catena, que ſeipſam velvit, & perpetua implicat, 
per eternos conſequentie ordines, ex quibus counexa eft; A lempi- 
ternal and indechinable ſeries, ſyntax, or chaine of Cautes, whole 
turnings, conyolutions and o_—_ implications are dependent 
on it ſelf, by thoſe cternal orders of conſequence, of which it is 
made up _ conne&ed : the other, as the beſt of School men. 
hath defined it, Pendens 4 Divino Conſilio ſeries, ordogue canſ- 
[arum ; a leries, or ſucceſſive complexion and order of Caulcs, 
dependent on the Will of God. From the juft Collation of which 
rwo Definitions, Our firſt thoughts may colle&, that the Diffe- 
rence berween the Stoical and T heological Fate, may be thus 
Rated, 


The Former, in ſome things , excludes Divinity from that 
round or Circle of Cauſes, referring all events, as well general, 
as particular , to the meer ſubſequence of Naturall Actives ope- 
rating upon capable Paſſives, ſubordinately conneRed unto, and 
fo by ſacceſſive influx neceſſarily diſpohng each other to the 
production of thoſe particular EffeRs, to the Caulation whereof 
their Natural Faculties were at firſt determinately accommoda- 
ted : and, in others, includes Divinity within ic, 5, c- confines his 
Power 
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Power and Will to that rigid and infringible Law of Neceſſity, 
excogitated by his Wiſdom from all eternity , and eſtabliſhed 
by his Decree, at the inauguration of Narure to Exiſtence, 
The Larer makes the Will of God to be the firſt link in the 
chain of Caules, and fo ſuperior to the reftriftion of natural 
neceffiry dependent thereon, The Sroick , being a declared 
Enemy to the Arbitrary Prerogative of God, adligeth the Ener- 
oie of the Firſt and Infinite Cauſe tothe capacity of Secondary 
and Finite ; and, upon conſequence, doth acknowledge neither 
the Liberty of his Fill, nor the Abſol/uteneſs of his Power, or 
Omnipotency. But, on the Contrary, the Chriſtian look's up to 
heaven, as the Councel-houle, where the Inſtruments, opportuni- 
ty, place and ſucceſs of eyery Action receive their Specification 
ro this or that determinate purpoſe; ro the Arbitrary Reſolve 
of God, as the Definite Sentence or {njunttion ; and on all Se- 
cond Canſes, but as ſubordinate, and ſubalternally inſtrumen- 
tal ro the punEual execution and accompliſhment of the ſame: 
and, upon legal conſequence, concludes, that the Divine Will 
is abſolutely Free, knowing no circumſcription , but that of the 
Divine Wiſdome ; that the meer Fiat of that Councel, is the _ 
Direftor, and Spring in the Engine of the World ; and that 
the Author of Natare hath reſerved to himſelf the Privilege of 
adding unto, detrating ſrom, intending, remitting, inverting, 
cranſcending , or adnulling the fundamental Conſtitutions. of 
Nature, and fo breaking that Concatenation of Cauſalities, or 
the Chaiz of Fate, at pleaſure, The Heathen abſurdly dream'c 
that all effe&ts are inevitably produced by the conſpiracy and 
coefficiency of natural Caules, reſpeCtively qualified ; or that 
all Accidents ſpring up from the proper tendency of their parti- 
cular Efficients, without the influence; direRion, or moderation 
of any other Virtue, beſides their own native and Congenial Fa- 
culties. The more intelligent Chriſtian proves, that all natu- 
ral Cauſes doe not produce their reſpe&ive EffeAts x7! mv 
pap uiny, ex inevitabili neceſſitate , by the abſolute and neyer- 
failing power of their Eſſential Qualities,or inherent endowments; 
but x7! T6 ery cueyey, quatenus fiers licuit , or according to the 
poſſibility of their Contingency : and therefore, though _ _ 
fefleth 


—___—_ 
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feſſeth that all Events are foreknown and preordained in the 
eternal Councel of God ; yet he ſtands affured, as well upon 
the ground of Reaſon, as Paith, thatthe preciſe and opportune 
contingency of eyery individual Event proceeds from the influ- 
ence of this Providence, which diſpoſeth and conjoyneth ſome 
certain convenient Cauſes to the produion of this or that 
determinate Effect, in ſome ſort reſpeRing the laſt of Ends, his 
own Glory. To conclude, the Sroick, hath clip't the immenſe 


and towering wings of mans Will, and allows it no wider range, 


then what the line of Fare affords : while thc ſublimer Chrsſt;- 
an ſcornes to ſtoop to the Lure of any Neceſ5ity, beſides the 
ſpecial Decrees of the Divine Councel ; not conceiving his will 
fbiea to the inclination , much leſs the compulſion, of apy force 
below that of him, who conferred that infinite liberty upon it. 
For he, indeed, holds the rains of our F#s, and can bend them: 
yet non coattione violenta , ſed leni ſnavique influxu, not, by 
violent Coattion, but gentleand fweet Invitation, as the Schoot- 


men diſtinguiſh. 


Now if we conſider Fate in the notion of the Srorcks ; *rwill 
| be no eaſy wonder , if any man, though his reaſon be neyer fo 
much hoodwinckt with the veile of Prejudice, ſhall not at firſt 
glance diſcover it to be an opinion Blaſphemons in reſpett to 
God; infomuch as it ſtrikes at no lefs then the cardinal and 
inſeparable Attribute of his Nature, Omniporence, by coercin 

his infinite and arbitrary ARtivity with the definite laws of ſe- 
cond Cauſes, and denying him the prerogative of abſolute ſu- 
periority to his mechanique Vicegerent, or (rather) Inſtcument, 


Article 1 3. 
A lift of the 
execrable 4b- 


ſurdities im- 


dent on the 
opiniap of 46- 
late Fatality 
lo accepted, as 
the Storch pro- 
poſeth it, 


Nature : and, in»reſpett of man, intolerably Abſurd , fince . 


it ſubyerts the Liberty of all humane aRtions, and leaves nothing 
in the power of mans Will either to ele&, or avoide, For who- 
ever conced's that the mind of man is ſubje& to the compulſive 
regiment of Fatal Neceſſity, and ſo that-all the aQtions of our 
lives are butthe accompliſhments of ſo many inelutable, im- 
moveable, and inevitable Decrees, from the birth of time enrol- 
led in the Ephimerides of Deſtiny; muſt alſo concede, upon clear 
inference , that our Creator endowed us with the Semi-divine 

Ft Faculty 


218 


The Mobility of the Termof Mans Life, aſſerted. Chap. 6. 


Faculty of Rationality, cither tono purpoſe at all, or at belt to 
facilitate our betraying, our ſelves into the ſnares of ruine and 
miſery beyond poſſibility of reparation or redemption; Muſt 
induce, that the Will being depoſed from her arbitrary throne, 
the judgement ſeate of Reaſon mult fall to the ground ; nor can 
there be any room left for Conſ#ltation to fit and determine the 
debates of the Soul concerning the good or Evil of her obje&s: 
fince norwith(tanding all our moſt profound, ſerious,and prudent 
Deliberation , the ſucceſs of our ations, as well as the reſults 
of our councels , would then be no other, but what- hath bin 
reſolved on .and predecreed by Fate ; and then, to conceive 
our ſelves obnoxious to puniſhment, for incurring thoſe fins, 
which are. impoſed upon our wills by a neceſſity beyond our con- 
troll, is an open derogation to the equity and F#ſtice of the 
Divine Nature, and to aſcribe our Evi/ to that,' which is by 
eſſegce /uperlatively Good, That: Prudence, is miſerable Folly , 


the ludy of #Wi/deome , laborious Yawiry; and all our ancient 


Lawmakers, either ridiculous Fools,or deteſtable 7yrants : fince 
they preſcribe and enjoyne thoſe things, which either we muſt 
have done,had not they injoyned them, or are reſtrained from do- 
ing, in ſpite of our own conformable inclinations, by the contrary 
impulfon or ſeduCtion of Deſtiny. And, finally, that all Divine 
and Human Exhortatiou to Good,and Dehorration from! evil, are 
unneceſſary and ſuperfluous, Thus ſhall Virtue 2nd Yice va- 
niſh into meet and empty notions ; and Religion become, what 
Libertines would haveit, a myſterious and well contrived in- 
vention to ſupport temporall Greatneſs, and fright vulgar minds 
into a tame ſubmiſſion tothe arbitrary diftates of their imperious 


| Lords : nor ſhall there be a Heever to compenſate ſuffecing 


Piety, or a Hell for the punition of Vi/2azny ; becauſe as the 
Good man could not bur live honeſtly and religioufly, whether 
he would or no ; ſo muſt it not be in the power of the Wicked 
man, to abſtain from doing Evil. Thus ſhall Love and Hatred, 
the two moſt uſefull Aﬀe&ions of our Souls, be robbed of 
their proper Objets, Amiable- and Deteſtable : nor ſhall 
Faſtice find convenient ſubjects, whereon to place Lawaation and 


Vitmperation ; fiace Praiſe only belongs to thoſe, who have oy 
en: 
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ſen todo Good, when *rwas in their power to have done Evil.and 
Diſpraiſe is the due ouerdon of thole, who chooſe to do Evil, 
when twas in their power to have done Good. And thus ſhall 
all our Prayers be fruitlels, our vowes hopeleſs, our Sacrifices 
unprofitable, and all other acts of Devotion deſperate Vanity. 
The leaſt of which and of a myriade of other equiyalent Ab- 
ſurdities, Incongruities, and oblique , or appendent and infer- 
rible Blaſphemies, ſhooting up from this one poylonous root 


_ of Abſolute Fatality; is more then enough inconliftent to the 


fundamentals both of Reaſon and Religion, to deterr even 
Heathens from approaching, much more embracing and defen- 
ding it, 

But as for T heological Fate, or Predeſtination , if accepted 
in the legitimate ſenile ofthe Primitive Church, and not in that 
rigorous-and inflexible notion of the German Calvinſt : I con- 
ceive it fully concordant not only to many Texts of Sacred writ, 
but even conciliableto mans Free will, notwithſtanding the ap- 
parent repugnancy betwixt them ; as Iſhall endeyour to prove 
lingularly in an enfuing chapter. 


Sxcr. IIL 


As for the Second Opinion, viz. that the Term of mans Life 


is not fixt beyond poffibility of either Anticipation , or 


as that which ſeem's to be drawa in the direReſt line from the 
point of Truth ; and that for two mighty Reafons. 
Firſt , becauſethere are yery few places, or teſtimonies of 
Scripture, which may be thought to adyantage the do&trine 
of Abſolute Fatality ; but, on the contrary , yery many alle- 

cable in defence of this. 
Seconaly , becauſe thoſe Texts, which make for this, have 
their importance ſo perpendicular , thar nothing buta violent 
| F f3 perverſion 


Article 1. 
The Authors 
adbeſfion to the 


Poſtpoſirion ; this, T profels,my judgement inclines me to prefer, $econdopinion 


I 
juſtified by rwo 


_ Important rea- 


ſons. 


Fa. 4 


w—_— 
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Arricle 2, 
T he great ob- 
ſcuriry,& ſmall 
validiryof ſome 


Texts of holy 


writ, alleged 


- by the Defen- 


dants.of Fara- 
liry ro warrant 
their opinion, 


dereRed. 


perverſion. can wreſt , ſo perſpicuous, that nothing but obſcure 
interpretacions can darken, fo ſofc and eaſy, that nothing bur 
oyernice and"untiarural Exceptions can harden it. And Juſtice 
will frowa on that ſtupid partiality, that ſhall prefer paucity to 
mulcitude, obſcurity to clarity, and difficult to genuine and. 
familiar ſojutions- 


To explain and juſtify this by Inſtance; the Hercales , or 
moſt;champion Text uſually brought into the field to aſſert the 
__ of Abſolute Fatality , in the preciſe manner and-time 
of every mans Diſſolntion into his firſt matter, is that of Fob, 
Definiti ſunt dies ejus, & numerus menſium ejus tecum eſt ; 
ftatuta ejus fecifts, & non preteribit: His days are determined, 
« the numver of his moneths are with thee; thou haſt appoin* 
« ted his bounds, that he cannot paſs. (chap. 14. very. 5.) 

Now this place hath much of oþ/cxrity, andiittle of Rtrength 
for the ſupportation of thejr opinion, more then ours. (1) MMnch 
of obſcurity ; fince, though racked to-the higheſt extenſion of 
its importance, no Logique can extort anyother Concluſion from 
it, but this , that the Term of mans Life is fixt by God, ſo 
thatimpoſſidle it is for man to remove it forwards to a greater 
longitude ; the conceſſion whereof no way infringeth our aſler- 
tion. For hence it follows not, that tis impoſſible for man, 
intemperance; by the temerarious obtruſion of himſelf upon the 
jaws of danger, or other means whatever, to Anticipate that 
Term, or remove it backwards to a greater Brevity. Again, I 
have yet met with no ſubſtantial reaſon, that may countetmand 
our conſtruction of theſe words, iy raa7z,or in-the latitude of 
Generality ; and therefore may ſafely underſtand them, as an 
expreſsion of the brevity of mans life, 5 ſpecies, not in individno; 
their whole Maſs weighing no morethen this : .that the life of' 
man, being included within a certain} Circle-, or round of days 

and moneths,and circumſcribed by;a ſhort ſucceſſion of minutes 
fowing into a ſtream of Time,. cannot poſſibly be extended to a 
longer duration then what our Creator hath prefixt: toall man- 
Kind : #, e. then that moment to which he hath determined and 
adapted the durabiliry of maps ſpecifical Temperament; or 


Principles, 


CC CCR 
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Principles of Vitality. And thus interpreted, this place runs pa- 
rallel to that of Moſes (P/alm. 90. verſ, 10.) Dies noſtre vite 
ſeptuaginta anni, & ſi in fortudinibus ſit, oftoginta anni , & 
fortitude corum moleſtia ac labor, quoniam recedit cito & avo- 
lam : as allo that of David (P/alm. 39..verſe 5.) Ecce, nt 
palmos poſuiſti dies meos-,, & 4vum meum tanquam nibil coram 
te: profefts univerſa Vanitas eſt omnis homo. ftans ;- Behold, 
thou haſt made my days as a hands breadth, and mine age 
is nothing before thee :. eyery man , verily, at his beſt ſtare is 
altogether Vanity. 


Erue it is (nor have I heard many , beſides Helmont, anda 
Fanatique Brother or two of the myſtical Order of the Roſy 


- Croſs , impugne it) that the Life of Man doth confiſt in a 


Peacefull- Diſcord maintained between the 4 Firſh 2ualities 
( Lunderſtand them, according to the Phyſiology of. Epicurms, 
and Carteſins as certain Modifications of Harter, or Ynantity) 
ariſing-from-the commixtuce of them in a proportionate- Doſe, 
or commenſurate ſymmetry, reſpe&ive to the Aivity of. ſome 
and Patability of others; and. proximly, in a requiſite haxmo- 
ny, of the Primigenious Heat and Radical Moyſture : which 
harmony being more or leſs durable according to the. more or 
leſs exquiſite remperament of body aſſigned to each ſingle per= 
ſon, by the free diſpenſation of the Divine will , it follows, 
unavoidably, that the, Longitude or Brevity of every mans life 
muſt naturally:depend upon the perf#10n, or imperfettion of his 
Tdioſyncraſy, or individual Conſtitution- | 

Nor doth it carry leſs ſemblance of truth, that by.che decrees 
of that Councel, which is all #/:/dome , and can therefore.wil/ 
nothing but what is ſuperlatively Good, it was enaCted, that the 


ordinary Duration of this Humane Temperament ſhould be cit-- 


cumſcribed and limited ra ſome certain general, though not pre- 
ciſely adtri&., term or ſpace of years, conceive of .70. 80. 9o. 
or 100. over or under : and that our in#generated Protogenitors, 
even before the depravation of their Vital Principles by their 


ampdmTmvue Of precipitous Fall, held their lives by the ſame 
common leaſe ; for manifeſt it is, that the Tree of Life was 
F f 3 planted. 


- Ariicle 3.. 
The Natwal 
Cavnſes (proxi- 
me Jof the Lox- 
gitudeand Bri- 
ity of mans 
life: and the 
Authors pri- _ 
vate conjeau'e 
of the cauſe of 
Longevityin the 
firſt age of the 
world. | 
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Article 4- 
The injuſtice 


of our Adverſa- 
rie> title of pa- 


rronage from 
the foremen- 
tioned text of 
Fob, farther 
manifeſted. 


planted in Paradiſe to this purpoſe, that the fruit thereof being 
frequently caten might inſtawrare the vital Bal/am of man as 
falt as it ſuffered exhauſtion from the depredatory operation 


of his Implantate Spirit, and by a concinual refocillation of im. 


paired nature keep her up freſh and vigorous to longevity. 
To which I ask leave, with due ſubmiſſion to the corre&ion of 
maturer judgements, to tender my private conception ; that the 
like extraordinary means of making the ſands of life run ſlowly 
and long in the glaſs of Time, was by the ſpecial indulgence 
of the. great  Preſerver of men, permitted to Merhuſalem and 
other waxps8:o: of the worlds youth ; whole regiſters amounted 
to more Centuries of years,then ours uſually to Decads,and who 
outlived all the titles of Con/angniniry. 


(2) Lirtle of ſtrength for the ſupportation of their opinion, 
more then of ours; for though we ſhould concede, what theſe ea- 
oer Patrons of Fatality principally inſiſt upon, viz. that the ſenſe 
of theſe words of Fob is reſtrained only to that preciſe Term, or 
preſticute Date appointed by God to the life of every individu- 
al man : yet notwithſtanding can they not from this conceſſion 
extort more adyantage to their plea, then what doth naturally 
reſult from thence towards the juſtification of ours. For Fob 
doth not ſo much as tacitly infinuate , by what kind of Decree, 
manner of inſtitution, or computation that Definition or Cir- 
cumſcription of daies and moneths was made by God : nor is 
there ought to hinder us from affirming, that the tenor of his 
words remains fincere and inviolate, when we underſtand that 
kind of tatute , concerning the circumſcription of mans life 


to belong to that Claflis of Decrees, which God, either upon | 


his own infallible Previdence of the future demeanour of eve 

man, or upon the Hypotheſis of mans good or evil uſe of the li- 
berty of his will, hath made, or may occafionally make, 
Beſides all this our equitable conference of many other Texrs 
of Scripture, which we ſhall have occaſion , in the remaining 
dilucidation of this Theorem, to alleadge, with this of Fob ; will 
plainly, and almoſt unavoydably aſcertain us, that, his words 
are to be interpreted in our lenle, de ſpecie, and not de individeo. 
But, 
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But, in the preſent, ic. is ſufficient for us to have declared , that 
from that place of ſuch reputed yalidiry amongſt the Defendants 
of Deſtiny, no firme Argument can be extraRted to protect them, 
or impugne us. | 


And therefore I find my ſelf at liberty to diſcharge my proper Article 5. 
duty, viz. the Confeſſion of thoſe Reaſons , which charmed my Sven _ 
judgement to an adherence to their perſwaſion, who contend for OE - 
the 4ſobility of the Term of mans Life. xo hs wav 

The Firſt of thoſe is deſumed from the Teſtimonies of the liry of the 
Oracle of Truth, the Book of God ; and in our lift of thoſe Term of mans. 
Teſtimonies, thoſe deferve to Rand inthe front, which in am- = agraa 

- 40, 
ple, elegant, and expreſs terms warrant our Afertion, that the 
life f man hath bin, and may be, both Abbreviated and Pro- 
logged. 

The Coryphzus, or leading Text is that of the Wiſe King 
(Proverb.xo. verſe. 27.) Timer Domini apponit (aut drones, 
dies ;, anni vero impiorum abbreviantuy > the Fear of the Loyd 

rolonpeth daies ; but the years of the wicked ſhall be ſhortned. 

hen which nothing can be more expreſs, perſpicuous, and po- 
ſitive ; and ſo nothing leſs fubje& to derorfion or altercation. 
"TheLievtenant,ot ſecond to that,is the gracious encouragement 


to filial reyerence and obedience annexed to the 5Þ.. Precepe H 


the Decalogue; Honora Patrem tnum, & matrem tam, ut pro» 
Fougentur dies tui ſuper terram quam FehovahDewus tuus dat tibs: 
which the Apoſtle of the Gentiles (i» Epiſt..ad Epheſ. 6. ver.2.): 
call*s the firſt (underſtand ir of the ſecond table) Commande- 
ment with promiſe, viz. of a fingular reward; or the firſt with: 
a peculiar pol and ſuch as hath eyer bin held diſtin& from. 
the promiſe made in the ſecond Precept of the Decalogue, in- 
fomuch as that is common and univerſal, comprehending all 
kinds of Bleffings, bur this only peculiar and determined to that 
of diuturnous ſubſiſtence, or Longevity. In Exbed.24. ver.25.. 
and many other places, the Pen-man of God earnefily inculcates < 
the benefit of the Fear of God, by this forcible impulſive ;- that: 
he would crown-them with length, health, and ſerenity of days, 
who ſhould reyere his moft ſacred name and conſcientiouſly- 
oblerye: 
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obſerve his laws, Si colatis Deum veſtrum , beneadicet pani ve- 
ftro, & aquis veſtris, auferetque infirmitatem e medio veſtri, 
20n erit abortiens ant ſterilis in terra veſtra : numerum dierum 
interra veſtra complebo, Which imporcuae incitement to pie- 

ty, thoſe Commentators have no way enlarged, who have ex- 

tended it to this juſt height of intention; that to thoſe . happy 
Sonnes of Iſrael, who ſubjugated their Wills to the written Will 
of God, and cheriſhed no defires ſo much, as thoſe of cordial 
obedience tothe rules of hisLaw, demeaning themſelves reye- 
rently towards their Maker, and righteouſly toward their 
Neighbour; to theſe God. would vouchſate, nor only that they 
ſhould accompliſh that leaſe of life, which they held by the 
orant of Nature , or the condition of each mans 1dioſyncra/y ; 
buteven that their Temperament ſhould be meliorated, made 
more ſymmetrica], compa&, tenacious and conſequently more 
durable, as well by the ſoveraign, balſamical, and reſtorative 
Faculties of their df Shari impregnated or inriched by the tin- 

Qure of his continual BenediRtion , as by the benigne and ſalu- 
tiferous diſpoſition of the Aer, and propitious influences of the 
Hoſt of Heaven, which otherwiſe are wont to induce ſenſible 
Exorbitances and Anomalics upon the blood, ſpirits, and ſolid 
parts of mans body, and from thoſe ſeeds of morboſities produce 
wrious both Acute and Chronique Diſeaſes, which either con- 

ſume, or corrupt the Vital Nectar , and accelerate the exe- 
cution of that Sentence, Pulvs es, > Prulvis ers. So that of 
infirme, languid, and valetudinarious perſons, they ſhould be 
made robuſt, athlerical, and 2m, ear ;no leſs then the Barren 
ſhould be made Fertil : the one by the Conſervatory, the other 
by the Prolifical virtue of Gods LU par: Grace, | The ſamepro- 
miſe-we read frequently repeated by God, in moſt of his Em- 
baſſies delivered by his Secretary, Moſes, to his People ; and 

more particularly in Deuteron. 4- ver. 40. and chap.30.verſ.20. 

And as he propoſeth length of days for the defiderable reward 
of obedience : ſo, on the, contrary, . he makes mmaturity of 
Death, the atfrighting penalty of Diſqbedience, For (Deuteror. 

30. verſ. 19. and 28. verſ. 20.) contain a large Catalogue of 
infirmities,diſeaſes,and.corporal calamities feircely comminared 

to 
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to the:immorigerous and difobedient : and i» ver/. 62. tis''em- 
pharically ſayd of T ranſ} 'greſſ ors, ye ſhall be left few in number, 
whereas you were as the ftarrs of heaven for multitude ;, becauſe 
thou wouldſt not obey the voyce of the Lord, thy God, 

A Third egregious text, is that where God, gratefully reſen- 

ting Salomons Elefion of Wiſdome before all other Accom- 
liſhments temporal ſer before him, ſupererogates to his vote, 
by the additional conceffion of long life (2 Kings 3. 14.) And 
if thou wilt walk_ in my wayes, to keep my Statutes and com- 
mandements, as thy Father David did ; then will 1 lengthen 
thy days. 5 | 

A fourth, is that definitive ſentence of David (Pſalm. 55. 
verſe wlt.) Bloody and deceitful mey ſhall not live ont half their 
>. | ET 

ff Fifth, that of the fame Azthor (P/alm. 102. verſ. 25, ) 
O my God take me not away in the midſt of my days: and in 
like manner, (P/alm. 6. and 30. and 88, and 111.) he with fer- 
vent importunity ſupplicates, that God' would be pleaſed not 
to cut off the thread of his life, while he was then in the ſpring 
and vigour of his age, but reſtore him from that languor and 
marcid Conſumption, introduced by his grievous diſeaſe, to his 
priſtine ſanity, that he might thereby be enabled to chant his 
praiſesin the SanRuary, and do good to the children of Sion. 

A Sixth, that remarkable Precedent of the prolongation of 
life beyond the'term prefixt, King Ezechias (Eſai.38:verſ, 10.) 
who being infeſted with 'the moſt mortiferous of diſeaſes, the 
Plague, and conyulſt with the horror of death, denounced by 
the thundering Prophet; in the intervalls betwixt the ſhowers 
of heavy tears, he fighes out this lamentation : 7 the-cutting 

' off my days I ſhall go tothe gates of death; Tam deprived of -the 
reſidue of my years. Mine age ts departed, and ts removed from 
me'as a ſhephards tent :' T have cut off like a weaver my life 
(vitam meam veluri textorss telam precidi, as ſome readit ) 
he will cut me off with pining ſickneſs. Which fhgnifies as much 
asthis, that, he was a nad dye before his time.” But this 
night of ſorrow was .diſpelled'by a comfortable morn, cauſed 

"by. the light of that Sun, which riſerh with healing in his wings; 


o | for 


—— 
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for immediately after, his contrition, ſincere reſipiſcence, and 


hands of him, who defireth not the-death of a ſinner, the exe- 
cution of that fatal ſentence was ſulpended , and a paroll leaſe 
of 15. years ſupernumerary annexed to that old one of his life, 
fully, to ſome few anxious minutes, expired. And can any Pre- 


judice be ſo inflexible, as not to Roop to the converſion of this ' 


pregnant Example, which on one fide,teftifies the poſſibility of 
the Decurtation of the Term of mans Life , by any mortal dif- 
eaſe ; and, on the other, manifeſterch the poſhbility of the 
Prolongation of the ſame, by the ſeaſonable and right uſe of the 
means conduRtive thereunto, viz. remorſe of Conſcience, repen- 
tance , ſupplication, and medical remedies. For, preſcribed ic 
was by Iſaiah, thus : Let them take 4 Bunch of Figgs, and lay 
i for a plaiſter upon the boyle ( or Carbuancle he ſhall re- 
cover, 

And, to bring up the reare of theſe Sacred Arguments, mi- 
litant on our fide, let us inftange inghe ſemblably pertinent tory 


of the Ninivizes ; who, by the counter-violence of thoſe holy | 


bpells, Penitence, ſevere Humiliation as well of the outward, as. 
of the inward man, and Prayer diſtrated with nought but 


rears and groans, ſeem-to have abrogated the Decree of Deſtiny.. 


For the Bowels of. Divinity yearning with paternal compaſſion 
towards ſo populous a City ; wherein though all were guilty, 
yet many millions muſt haye bin blended in the chaos of com- 
mon ruine , Who were. yet too young to ſhare in the atual 


Depravities-; ſmoothed the brow of his J«ſtice, and prevailed: 


with him to interpret their univerſal mortification of yypiery, 
as-an Allegorical accompletion of his reſolye concerning the ge- 
neral 70s arSa and mortality denounced againſt their Perſons 
and Habitations ; to accept the flames of. their thick ſacrifi- 
ces as Expiatory and preventive to the impendent Combuſtion 
of their City ; and heighten the wholſome yirtue of their Ab- 
Penence , obſerved in the tri Faſt, to a generous Prophyla- 
Hique or Preſervative _— the Peſtilence now-ready to be 
Kindled by the breath of his Indignacion, 

Nor are we deſtitute. of Inſtances, in holy — 


earneſt ſupplications obtaining a repreive from the mercifull. 
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teftify the Reverſe part of our affertion, viz. That the Term of 
mans life hath bin Abbreviated, For who can read the tory of 
the General Deluge, and not obſerve, that the whole Rock of 
Humanity (except 8. beleivers, who committed themſelves pri- 
{>ners to the Ark of Preſervation) was immaturely extinguiſhed, 
and by the moſt proper and expedite way of corruption, reſol- 
ved into its Hyle, or Watery Principle? Who can rehearſe 
Moſes his relation of thoſe many thouſands of incredulous and 
murmurine 1/raelites, buried in the wilderneſs, to whom God 
had promiſed, nay ſworn to give them poſſeſſion of the land of 
Canaan ; and not be ſatisfied , that their Rebellion and Infi- 
delity anticipated their funerals ? and whoexamine the fate of 
thoſe Cowardr, who being ſent to explore the fertility of thepro- 
niifed Land , and the forces of the Amalckites, rerurneda dif- 
couraging anfwer to their brethren, and were therefore cut down 
by the reyenging {word of the Lord of Hoſts, in the noon of 
their lives ; and not be convi&ed', that the wag of Sim ts 
Death, and may be paied as juſtly , though not ſo naturally, 
in the morn, or noon, as eyening of life ? | 

Now fo fiduciary are theſe Teftmonies, that whoever ſhall 
] compure their Number , d their Gravity , and 


clearly diſcern their Perſpicwiry ; muftconfeſs it no leſs then 


open injuſtice to all the Indacements of beleife , to*debaſe them 

ſo muclras to a'Competition for the priority of perſwafion, with 

thoſe Few, Light, andObſenre Allegations , upon whoſe Cre- 

dit the FaQtors of Immoveable Deſtiny have adventured to take 

up their opinion. However, that we may -add a brighter po 

liſh to this our Gold, by ſcouring off the ruſt of all Zxcepriows = | 
made againft it : it deſerves our time, and ſweat to diſpofſeſs our Article 6. 
Adyerſaries of all theirprerended intereſt in the importance of A full vindica- 
Three the chiefeſt of our Teſtimonies. Sn 9. FearthTifims- 
. 9% 9, from the ſc- 
Firſt they attempt to infirme our title to that definitive and yeral Exceptions 


empharical fentence of rhe P/a/mſt, The bloodly and deceirfull made againſt 
men ſhall nor True ont half theiy days, and this underthe pre- op —_—_— 
text of ſeveral peryerſe Pore ®ac/ as (4) by im | - apy 
ding the. place thus; Impir & Janguinarii now domidiubant che patrons of 
Gg 2 vegotia Faality. 
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negotia ſua, they ſhall not accompliſh half their Deſignes, or, 
contrary to their expeRation they ſhall fall before they have 
brought the ir evil Purpoſes to paſs. 
To this unlayfull Conſtruction we reply, that this ſubterfuge 
- was contrived by that profeſt Libertine of Chriſtianity, Luther, 
to the end he might ſupport his do&rine of Ab/olnte Fare, which 
with ſo much Ardor and Perctinacy he had once maintained a- 
gainſt that ornament not only of Germany, but of Exrope allo, 
Eraſmus. But the Connexion of theſe with the former words, 


manifeſtly prohibite any ſuch Comment. Thow, O God (fayth - 


David) ſhalt bring them down into the pit of deſtruttion, i, e. 

"thou. ſhalc irretiate or inſnare them, and ſuddainly. preci- 

pitate them into the ſame pit, which.they haye digged for me, 

thy ſervant ;. or thou ſhalt, accordingto the .concernment of 
the Hebrew phrafe, deſtroy them. /ubita prematura morte, by 

a ſuddain-premature death; that from the experiment of their 

unexpected ruine , the world may learn thy juſtice , and be ſa- 

tisfied of thy fayour and indulgence to the pious, and thy, ha- 
tred and indignation to the impious.... For if we accommodate 

thistext meerly. to the Natural expiration of the term. of | life , 

which. is appointed 'as well to the Righteous astothe Reprobace, 

and generally to all men : pray, what Energy: or Empl can 
remain to that ſaying of David, Tx facies eos deſcendere in pu- 
tex fovee ; for then we ſhall reduce all. the meaning, only to 
this, 5115 morientar ſtatuto [uo tempore.,, ſicut mortales alii om- 

»es,- they ſhall dye in their appointed time, -as. all other. mortal 

men : and if ſo, who might not have juſtly made this retort up- 

_ on David; & teetiam tuo tempore', five cum fints vite tue 
preſtitutus: aderit, Deus faciet. deſcendere in pateum. foves, 

'and thee alſo, when thy appointed time ſhall come, oc when 

the temperamental leaſe fi thy life ſhall be worn out, ſhall 
God bring inrothe pit of defirudtion. 

_ | Again, if weexchange Negorsa. for Dies ,. then muſt-we- re- 
nounce the þ Wren > of the ſenſe tothe Wicked,and make 
it. common allo ro the Godly. For, who eyer lived.to. accom- 

Pliſh. all his porpoſes? Bur the expreſſion ſufficiently. illuſtraces 

che intention ; for it.exaRtly.relponds ro many other phraſes uſed 
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by the Holy Spirit to the ſame ſcope, as, They ſhall not fulfill 
the number of their days, their days ſhall be abbreviated &c... 
(2) By Tranſlating the Text thus; Non dimidiabunt dies 
ſwos, (i. e.) peribunt antequam ſperent : they ſhall periſh in- 
the immaturity .of their Hopes, not of their Lives. For the 
fenſuall Aﬀetions of their earthly minds having determined: 
their judgements. only to the expeCarion of enjoying  blefſings 
inſervient to the ſatisfaction of their domineering Concupiſcence, 
make them promiſe to themſelves long ſubſiſtence in this their 
aradiſe ; nay extend their vain projects asfar as the impoſſy- 
be period of Eternity : ſo though they ſurvive even life it: ſelf, . 
by dwindling out their bedrid days;. till the mara/mm of. ex-. 
tream. old age hath embalmed them before-hand. ;, pined. them 
igto-perfet Skeletons , and 1o" defrauded their hungry Credi- 
tors, the Wormes.;.yet fince they drop away full of youehfull. 
and green hopes, their departure. is premature and inopine ; and. 
fo they may. be ſayd, not to, dimidiate their days.., . .,:. _ 
1, Weggcargthar thi imate. Deſoant ought tobe rejet- 
edfpt 43;:confderable.Camfes. . (1), Begaufe: it, cannor be. juſtly 
charged upon the.words, no not inthe greateſt latitude of Con- 
truſion. Fortis not there ſayd; the Wicked ſhall dye ſooner - 
then they expe& ;. but poſitively. and, expreſly,. they ſhall not 
dimidiate their days: now. eyery, Idea. can tell, that ic is one- 
thing, not t@-live out half their days, and_.another, not to beleive 
they ſhall live-ous; half. cheir ;days-.,; (2) ;becauſe ir argues the 
ſacred Pſalmiſft of a manifeſt Falſty.., For when the ungodly 
expire, they do not only Dimidzare their days, but, Accompli(h 
them, Death being at any time,the December of life»... (3) Be- 
cauſe it imports.a double repugriancy, to.Trurh... For firſt, ,now 
there/are,and in. all ages, fance,the firſt experiment of death,have 
big millions of Vicious men,whoeyenjn, the . wildeſt paroxyſme- 
of their Vanity., and hi M5 20hp of their. Prdeand Nin- 
bition , haveRtill cooled themſelyes. with Ei; wipass $75 Davales- 
Ten imy dure; and felt ardejecting horror from within, at the 
remembrance of that Motto, Statutam eft omnibus ſemel mori, 
ſo far is our Nature from entertaining -any hopes of Ionmagtaliey, | 
though but, ina dreame, or melancholy deprayation, of eheg Y- 
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And, again, no Chronicle is barren in the tories of proſperous 
Libertines, who have wanted nothing but ſome Croſs to in- 
deate the Pelicity of their lives, have iinrayelled their vital web 
in the higheſt blandiſhments of Senſe , atrained to miraculous 
Longevity, and being fated with the profuſe treatments of 
Fortune, have outlived their own large ſtock of Hopes ; ſo that 
a Poet might take the Libetty to ſay of them, they dyed for 
orief , that they had nothing left to wiſh for, which they had 
not already ſurferted inthe fruition of, (4) Becaule the admil- 
fion thereof loſeth the Singularity or Determination of Davids 
ſpeech ro Sangiinary and NefariomPerſons.For,if to Dimidiate 
their days,import no more thento'dye by the fame common kind 
of Death, and at the ſame period of their Temperamental Leaſe, 
when, by the inclutable laws of Deſtiny, 'it is enaRted thar' all 
men ſhall reyettto Duſt: certainly, there can remain no reaſon 
why Impious men, ſo dying, ſhould be thought more unhappy, 
becauſe they were Cruent and Unjuſt, then others. 'To con« 
clude ; of all thoſe juft Perſons mentionedin the old Teftawent, 


Who were tranſlated from this'Vale oftears to the Celeſtial Hils 


of permanent delighc., by catly and premature deaths (amon 
whom the =! Kg (Heb. 11, ver/. 38.) hath accounted ſome 
ſo excellent above the common rate of humanity, that #e worid 
was not worthy of them)-of ſuch, Tay, *cwas true, according to 
this erroneous: paraphraſe, that-they did not Dimidiate their 
days, becayſc'they dyed ſooner then they expeRed. For they 
aid not only hope, but uponthe faithfull promiſe 6f "God ven 
_ - —yiy* q lon 8 — heer ot todo' him 

rthet ſervice. ' And confidently to expect, nay by a lively ho 
to anticipate the: fruicton'of 4x promiſed bleſſing; is a pitnileve 
worn boa, to thoſe, [to be nn doth propetly and 
olely beloog : bur the Vieffinng of: Longevity was only then 
promiſed tothe pious obſervers of the Divine laws; as is ma- 
nifeſt froth the places formerly cired. - E- 

(3) By fixing the ſcope 4 the Text only upon that mware 
Term of life, to Which many ordinarily attain, 'yiz,'ro60. 90, 
$0. 90. years, mote or leſs, according to thereſpetive Durati- 
on of eyery individual Conſtitution; and ſo concuding the _ 

0 
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of Davids ſpeech only in this reſpe&t. Por (lay they) the An- 
nales of Impious men ſeldome ariſe to ſo large an account ; be- 
cauſe either the (word of war, or juſtice, or tome Accident oc- 
cafioned by their Villanies takes them off, before the completion 
of their natural Term of years. 

Bur this ſiniſter Detor/rox of the Text ought alſo to be repu- 
diated for rwo Reaſons. 

(1) Inregard tis manifeſtly heterodox, and diſſimilar to the 
expreſs ſenſe of the words; fince they fay not, Wicked men 
ſhall not live out half the days of Others, but their own. Now 
the days of their lives amount not to ſo many years, as are requi- 
redto the commenſuration of the natural ſpace betwixt the 
Animation and Difanimation of the poſterity of Adam, pre- 
fixt by the decree of him, whois the Breath of our noſtrils : and: 
therefore, when they fully and wholly accompliſh that common 
compute, with what ſemblance of truth can they be fayd to Di- 
midzate their days? Moreover, if thoſe Sanvguinary Miſcreants, 
againſt whom David direQly denounceth this judgement of: 
Premature Mortality,be fayd not to dimidiate their days, . only 
in this refpe&, that they ſeldome arrive at that proved and: 
flver-headed Age, wherein the Tapor of life, by the ordinary 
deflux of Nature, burns dim and languid, and ac laſt; for want 
of oyle, winks- out jnto pepetual night : then with: equal. 
right may it ' be affirmed alſo of many Holy aud Juſt perions, 
that they do not dimidiate theirs ; nay tis a queſtian--not eaſily 
anfwered, whether the ſame may not be aſſerted of. theſe, with: 
more juſtice then of thoſe. For, how rarely doe we obſecye the - 
pulſe of P50 men to beate, till their Arteries grow hard from 
the HeRick diſtemper of old age ?' How ſmall a manual would: 
the Legends of all thoſe Saints, whoſe names and tories: yet ſur- 
vive,make,whothave lived till the Almond tree hath budded and 
flouriſhed:and how yaſt a yolume would theirs make, who have | 
bin gathered green intothe Granary of God, and never lived to - 
ſee one revolution of Saturn about the folary Orbe ?' and how- 
frequently haye we occafionto- comfort our ſelves, after the 
tranſplantation of Junior Virtue, with that aglage, .3y prac? beds - 
dmvioxu vis > Nor hath Piery always proved a Coat of maile 


againſt 
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a0ainſt the danger of alice; or the P amoplie of a Chriſtian» 
defence againſt the ſword of war ; or perfe&t Charity, an Anti- 
dote to Poy/on ; or Temperance, an Alexipharmacon againſt the 
Peſtilence; or religious Abſtinence, a Preleryative againſt Fa- 
mine; or Innocence awarded the ftroke of the Execmtioner : 
in ſhort, as tothe time of Death,in this concernement, there #5 
one event to the Righteons,and to the Wicked, to the clean, and to 
the unclean, to him that ſacrificeth, and to him that ſacrificeth 
not ; as dies the Good, ſo dies the Sinner, and be that ſweareth, 
& he that feareth an oath. 

(2)In reſpe& it di/armes the Text of all its Force and Purpoſe. 
For to what end could David fay, they ſhould not dimidiate 
their days, if thereby he intended no more then this, that th 
ſhould not run over half their ſtage of life, or ſubſiſt untill grey 
haires ; unleſs the ground or reaſon thereof be alſo ſubjoyned, 
viz. becauſe of their impions and bloody Inclinations and Pra- 
fiſes : and ſo conſequently our preſent opinion be admitted ? 
For if he belcived 1it conſtituted by the immutable law of Fate, 
that ſuch ſhould then, and at no other time betaken off ; with- 


| "out any relationat-all tothe contraftingand anticipating merit 


of their Impicty : what makes it to the principal ſcope, that he 
ſayd, they ſhall not dimidiate their days ? fince, according 
to this inconvenient interpretation, they do not only not Dimi- 
diate theirdays,. but. fully. Accompliſh them, as any che moſt 
-mortified and conſcientious obſeryers of Gods ſacred laws :. and 
ſo neither. P#ety ſhall retain its attribute of having the power to 
prolong, nor its Contrary longer weare the juſt imputation of 
having the power to abbreviate the Term of Life. To which 
we may add, that David could not, without ſpecial Revelation 
from: that omn/cient Light, that / penetrates the darkneſs 'of 
Furxrity , deliver this certain Prognoſtick concerning the non- 
dimidiation of their:days: -- For fince he could not but haye ob- 
ſerved that many the moſt accurſed Vaſlals of Satan, (the Pro- 
vidence of God fo permitting, for conſiderations privy onely to 
his Wiſdome) attained to extreme old age : whence could. he 
acquire that propherique knowledge, that thoſe particular Vil- 
Jaines, whom he levelled at, ſhould be takenintheir own ſnares, 
Es and 
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and periſh immaturely in the nonage of their lives ? \ Undoub- 
redly, he could deſume that prediCtion from no' oracle leſs pre- 
ſcienc , then that Spirir, whoſe Effence is Truth, and to whoſe 
cognition all things are aCtuallypreſent : but who can, though 
bur with a ſpecious or veriſumilous argument, prove that David 
received any ſuch ſpecial Revelation > Wherefore Reaſon 'ad- 
viſeth that we acquieſce/in the judgement of moſt of the Fa- 
thers,who unanimouſly refolve,that David reflected his thoughts 


upon that poſitive ſentence in the Levirical Law, which (@s 


+ 73 728759) for the major part, comminares a ſhort and calam'» 
tous life, and a repentine and miſerable death to the Ungodly ; 


bur, on the contrary, -Promiſeth longeyous /and peaceable” days, 
ro thole, who ſhould 'reyere the ſacred: Majeſty, and obſerve 


the wholſome ordinances of  Fehovab :' and upon the- general 
infallibility of that Sentence, ereRed his particular prediRion; 
that thoſe Sanguinary traytors _ had "m_ ſo _ — 
ble policy prepared ftratagems'to eninare his feet ing int 
=—_ motiace ens beentangled wore. own 
miſchievous wiles,” and ſtumble into their graves in' the midle of 
their race. To which we may accommodate that of Fuvenad, 


Ad Generum Cererss, ſine cede ac ſanguine panci 
Deſcendunt Reges, & ficca morte Tyranni, 


- Few Tyrants goelate to'th? infernal” flood ; 
But fink betimes'itt Catarats' of blood. 


The ſecond place they endeavour to betray out of our poſſeſſion, 
is that promiſſion of Longevity, whereby the Father of all things 
was pleaſed to invite Children to a due Veneration of 'their Pa- 
rents : Which they corrupt with this dangerous gloſs. 'This 
(fay they) was ſpoken Anthropopathically,or ad captum homings, 
by the Holy Spiris, who frequently hath deſcended to diſcourſe 
in the ſtammering and imperfe& diale& of mortality ; ſo that 
the days of obſequious children are faid to be prolonged, then 


when theyare bleſſed with diuturnicy, tranquillity and lanity of 


life, which as it immediately depends on the immutable'decree 
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of God,ſo cannot one imoment -be fuperadded thereunto beyond 
the term prefixt, unleſs we infer a manifeſt Imooyſtancy upon thar 
immurable Eſſence , mþ 9 wi mpanayd, i Toms emriiccu, 
with whom 44 no variableneſs nor ſhadow-of turning. But thar 
the Ancient of days had determined, that 1uch ſhould [live to 
wear the honourable *badge of Antiquity »' who ſhould con- 
Rantly beare a venerable regard toward thoſe, from whom, -un- 
derGod , they had derived their being: yet fo, that if any 
obedient Child ſhould chance to -be ſnatched away by the tal- 
tons-of that farcophagous Vultur, Death, before time had re- 
duced his haires to the ſane colour with his skull ; which is 
no-raxity.z yet notwit ing doth God inno reſpect defle& 
from the point ofhis peneral derermination , butperſeyerein the 
accompliſhment of his promiſe., -no leſs then a. Prince., who 
beſtows a million of crowns upon-that ſervant, to whom he had 
promiſed only 2 hundred. For this life is no 2fan/ror, 'bur a 
narrow and incommodious {xxe,ftanding'in theway to-a better, 
whole Term is Erernity-2/and therfore, er felsx tHe , co -anve 
laſſirudinen perattum oft iter, thrice happy -he,' 'who arrives ac 
his journis end, before he is weary of travell. 'And'/dur Grand- 
fathers tell us, that old Age is but the magazine of ſorrows, the 
ſowre Dreggs of life, the Portal co the Noſocomie or Hoſpital of 
Diſeaſes, and indeed a kind of iving-Death, wherein'en only 
Breath and Doate ; which though all men wiſh for, yet no 
man delights in when it comes - optime cum expettarier, cum 
advenit, oneroſa fibi, alizsmoleſta;) good only when expeRed, 
evil when enjoyed, becauſe burdenſome to it ſelf, and trouble- 
{ome to others.. So that thoſe Saturnine minds, which wete 
mott ambitious to wear the filyer Crown of old; Age; when 
they had obtained it, found it to-gall'their feeble temples, and 
eneryate all their limbs : nor did they, appear other chen wea- 


therbeaten and mouldring ſtatues of their former ſelves, Human- 
Graſhoppers, or Ghoſts walking in Skeletons. In fine, that the 
whole concernment of this'encouragement to Filial Duty, doth 
conhiſt only- in this.; that Vsvecity in this tranſicory World. is 
promiſed unto-morigerous Children, onl: 

i.is-a Beweds(tHon of God ; and a Benedi 


1n-this capacity , that 
Qion only in this re- 
ſpeRt 
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ſpe&;, thatit:is a: Document of Divine Grace , or an Evidence 
of Gads fingular love toward them; which he doth infinicely 
more teſtify unto them-by a timous and early delivery of them 
from this calamitous priſon of Mortality into the glorious Li- 
berty of the:Sonnes of God, ab 
We reply,that this plea of Exception againſtour, lawfull right 
tothe place, is not only frivolous and dilute ; but eyen derogatory 
as well to the SanRtion, as Excellence of the Promiſe, For, to 
cranſmute the /erions and faithfull promiſe of him, whoſe words 
are yea avd amen, intoan Anthropopathical Sophiſme , or affe- 
Qed expreſſion in the flammering Diale& of Humanity; is fri- 
volous:, and not only. ta ftagper , bur ſubvert the Fideliry there- 
of, and» ſo demoliſh the comfortable hopes of Filzal Plery; nay, 
what's.a degree of -B/a/phewy ,' to infimulate T»#+birfelt of Im 
ſfenre, z to promiſe  Loygevity to morigerous' Children, 
when formerly and without! any reſpe&to their- preyiſed' obe- 
dience,, God: hath'prefixe' unto them'an 1»7rraufible Term of 
life : what els can iedey butto'make- him promiſe that, which 
cannot be promiſed Hypothetically,. or upon condition ; unleſs 
that which was Abſolmely decreed long 'before the promiſe was. 
made, be violently cancelled and altered. And ſo much themore 
intolerable indignity* ro' the facred majeſty of God, doth this 
abfurd RE 3 by. how much the more both of 1m- 
prudence :andTnconſtancy itmuſt import, to play the uncircum- 
ſped Sophiſter with-thoſe, who (as our Adyerſaries themſelves 
affirme) ſtood | qaanncp with a full-perſwaſion, that the Term 
of every mans life was abſolutely, and *withour any refpe&'ts his 
future piety, or Impiety, - predetermined. I profeſs fincerely, I 
amyerto be perfwaded , that any Credulity can be fo pedan- 
rique-and flaviſh, asto entertain 2 beleif; that even Man (I 
forbear to ſay, God) can thus openly and detetibly diffimulate 
wich any the moſt ſtupid and indiſcreer perſon: alive'; unleſs 
he be firſt relolyed'ro expoſe himſelf to the juſt ſcorn and derifion 
of all men, and by this looſe and childiſh jugling forfeit that 
reputation, Which he had acquired by his former grave andora-. 
culous treaties, andithejuſt performance of all Articles, to which. 
he had ſubſcribed, *Tis one thing to admit, that the Holy 
: Hh 2 Ghoſt 
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amphibological Phraſe of man, when he is pleaſed to hint unto 
us thoſe "A}þ1nrm, or ineffable Myſteries, which are too fine to be 
ſpun into words by the grols fingers of fleſh, and are notions re- 
{eryed to entertain the Soul, when enfranchized from the bonds 
of Corporeity ; ſuch are thoſe glances, whereby he affords' us 
a dark landskip of the New Feru/alem, and allegorical deſcri- 
ption of the joyes and glories of the Eternal Life, an idea of the 
majeſty of -his incomprehenfible Eſſence , and three diſtin& 
Subſiſtences in one indivifible Exiſtence, &c. and a far different, 
nay contrary, to ſay, that he doth ſpeak Anthropopathically 
and conform to. our unequall capacities,when he promiſeth thoſe 
things.» which do.not only 'not tranſcend our faculties of compre- 
henfion ;\ but are familiar to our knowledg, nay ſuch as the nee- 
reſt concernment of our nature requires us fully and perſpicuouſly 
to know. And ſuch is the quality of thoſe Bleſſings, which the 
Bounty of Providence hath by promiſe aſſured unto the- Vir- 
tors, in order tothe demulfion, and dulcification - of the ſharp 
condition ofthis life ; and; particulatly that. of Jongevous.ſubſt- 
fence:upon earth. - To conclude ; the Spiritor Form of a Pro. 
miſe doth: conſiſt in this, that they, towhom the promiſe is made, 
do-underftand the good therein ſpecified, to be really; bona fide, 
> #nſpecie, intended to be -performed by him; who made the 
promiſe.. Now, if there ariſe any.doubt, whether or no that 
promiſe. be repugnant to.a verity formerly declared:; then? doth 
the force and. ſanction, together with. the Dignity: thereof , 
totally vaniſh and become voyd. | 

Our Adverſaries have rejoyned,that God doth therefore pro= 
miſe Loxgevity to obſequious Children, becauſe he hath formerly 
decreed to qualifte their particular, Conſtitutions with reſpeRtive 

Durability. | | 1 
Bur, alas ! this ſubterfuge neither difſolyes the Difficulty, nor 
prevents theDoubt.For if his Decree,concerning their Longevity, 
be: Abſolute ,devoyd of all Suppoſitionality, and ſuſpended upon 
ao reſpe& to his Previſion of. their obedience-:/ no reaſon can dil- 
cover what Force or Eergy the, promiſe can pretend; unto - from 
the performance of the Coudition, required, Again, how: can 
& that: 


a 


Ghof-doth ſometimes deſcend to diſcourſe in the tammering and . 
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that Promiſe, y way of z4vitation or allurement, affe& thoſe, 
who are already confir » that what the promilg. imports, 
is formerly, by the: poſpptive and non-conditionate Will of God, 
made inevitable, and/hath the Poſſibility of its Futarition de- 
termined to preciſe Neceſsity ? In fine, the Poftulation of that 
Condition can neither confilt with the* Ereroal 1dentity of God 
that promiſes ; nor effeCtually move thoſe, to whom he makes 
the promiſe, to endeayour the - Conſequution of that ample re- 
ward of filial obedience : for his Decree , concerning the Term 
of their life, doth and ſhall forever ſtand firm and immote, whe- 
ther the Condition be performed, or-not. - | | 


The laſt Teſt:mony they have eſſayed to extort from-us,/is the E.. _ 


Inſtance of Exekiah ; and this by. a Foxrfold Cavillation- mony Cleared 
(1) By this Excuſe, Si»gulare aliguod Exemplum non ever- from 4, Excep- | 
tere reg#ulams,that one ſingle denorinous Example is not ſufficient #015. < | 
roevett the general obligation of a law; or one fallow makes 
no ſummer. : LE nnepinins 32 oe; 3 Arie 
- This Exception, I confeſs, might. have had ſome colour , or 
flender pretext of Validity ; had not our Opponents - themſelyes: 
rotally excluded it , by aflerting:that the immutable law of 
Deſtiny was! equally extented:toall and every individual per- 
ſon from, Adars down: to us: | For.-moſt certaiwit is; that God: 
never limited his free Omupetence,» by any fixe-law,.: or' bound: 
up his own hands with the fame ferled Conſtitutions , whereby 
he circumſcribed the definite aRtivity and duration of his Crea- 
tures : it being the Prerogative of vis Nature, to know no 1m- 
poſſibility , bur to be able: to-a&, either above, or againſt the 
ſatutes.of his Deputy, whenſoeyer , andi-upon/ what ſubject, 
and to, what end oeyer he'.pleaſes- But -I haveino warrant to 
beleive, that among the- Propuznators of ' Fate,: any one hath 
deviated inro ſo remote an! Alogrie, as to opinion, that the Lots 
of all men are not delivered out of. one and the ſame common 
urne ; bur rhat the Decrees concerning the Deſtinies of ſome 
particular perſons, are-notiſo defivitivezpreciſe, and immoyeable,, 
as thoſe of all others in general], 5 fig 03 306] | 
| H h 3 (2) By 
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(2): By this Reſponſe, that under the. ſeeming Abſolatepeſs  * 
of the Prophets Sentence, Morierss, Thos, ſhalt. dye ;_ there lay 
concealed a tacite Hypotheſis, which was this: Ns ſeria pe- 
nitudine te ad Deum convertas,unlels by ſerious. and profound re- 
pentance thou ſhalt mortify the old man of fin, and apply thy 
{elf wholly to the Mercies of God. 1 

Againſt this miſtaken plea.our defence ſhall be, that it wants 
the principal inducement to beleif;and ſo can affordno farisfagi- 
on at all. For, (beſides this, that. it quadrates neither to their 
Firſt Exception, nor their Theſis. concerning the- Immobility 
of Deſtiny) what Logick can tolerate the induQtion of an Hy- 
pothetical upon a Categorical Propoſition ? or, more expreſly, 
how can any Condition be comprehended under that meſſage, 
which by. a: definitive aud peremptory decree, and ſuch as carried 
no reſpe&t to the performance, or non-perfarmance of any con- 
dition wharever, tels the. K. in down right.terms, that the date 
of his life was now.expired, and that the. ſevere Publican,Death, 
ſtoad ready at thedoor of his:chamber, within ſome few. hours 
ro exa& from him the common tribute of Nature ? Sabordinara. 
nn pugnant, is an Axiome Lweltknow, and am ready to receive 
a-C from any fingularity, that dares queſtion the univer- 
ſality of its:truth-;. but,” char.4:condivional Decree canbe. [ubor- 
dinaze to an Abſolnte, Tam bold:to deny, nor need I'goe far for 
an Argument to:provethe'i tbility: Crvvek, the very: Anti- 
theſes of ithoſe notians,; Abſo/uze: and (Condirional> ſufficiently 
declaring as much. To take the-juſt dimenſions of this Cloud; 
every Condition-is moveableupon the hinge of Indefinity or Un- 
certainty , as being ſuſpended upon. an uncertainand. mutable 
Cauſe, viz, the Arbicrary.EleRion of mans Free will: inſomuch, 
thar the Event thereof cannot- be known, nay not unto the Om- - 
niſcience of God;who is the only Cardiog #5; and ſees beyond 
our very Eflences,” ſo long as it hangs in-luſpence or indeciſion, 
by reaſon of the: Indifferency,or non-determination of its Cauſe, 
4, e, While it is not determined to either part- by the ARual Vo- 
lition of mans will.' - But:as for-an- Abſolute decree ; that:cannot 
but be Cerrain and: Immreable; as being conftitute without, 
and antecedent toany Previſien of | a Coxgition, that is to be, 

| or 
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or hath bin perfoxmed, or is not robe, or hath not bin perfor. 
med. 

(3) By infinuating, that God made ule of this ſharp Come 
mination, in order tothe more Expedite and etfeQtual reduction 
ofthe K. to Pemitence. 

Bur, alas! this alſo is a broken reed, and he:ſhall fall-into the 
ditch of Ertor,'who relies thereon. For who'can be perſwaded, 
that this Cormmination could be 640 and inearmelt, that miſt 


not at the ſame time diffolve the rigour and 5:mmutability of 


Gods decree concerning thefatal Terr ofthe K*, life or how 
could it'be ſerious, if it were fully conſtirnced from all Erernity 
that the K. ſhould not die, Tillfi|x 57 years afcer the Sencence?: 
This is a plire dx4-da1r1ov, ind fomerhine that noman' can com> 
prehend: For, to comminate'ſuddain death to him, whom'our 
Adverfaries acknowledge reſerved by the law of Deſtiny till 
the complete expiration of his prefixt Term of life : is not ro 
comminate in earneſt, but in jeff, arid: argue rhe God of Tyurh, 
of Diſſimulation, Again, what Efficacy or inforcing Virtue: 
could that Commination have over the Aﬀetions of Ezekiah, 
if he firmly beleived, that he ſhould not, could not dye before 
the preciſe term of his life conſtituted and made intranfible from: 
Eternity ? Afſuredly, if ſo.; he had no juſt cauſe either tro com- 
plain of, or fear the abſciflion of his days. 

(4) By recurring to this their laſt refuge, De#m hac ratione 
paler faceve woluilſſ 0: OI | niadpolet | 
re, that God was pleaſed'to-rake this'eourſe for the ? or 
eation of that Loygevity, which he had from eternity -defiened 
to Exthiah, | 


This is thofe -impertinent, 'ahd leſb farisfaQeory then any of | 


che -precedent: Exceptions: © For- extretiitty ridiculous 'it"is, to 
opinion ;that' God would by aCommitationſaiſpended on a:con 
dition , or by a hypothetical dectee; tnake 'thar known; which 
Jong before he had, by an Abſolute Decree, withour any con- 
dition, or previſion of any condition , conſtituted firme- and 
immoveable. Unworthy and diſparaging hes both of the- 
Wiſdome and Juſtice of the Supreme Beang doth that \unhappy 
man” entertain, who: aſaibes unto it.the making of Decrees 
 ſubordi-- 
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Article 1. 
T he neceſſity 
of our enquiry 
. into the myſte- 
ry of Predeſti- 
nation, in or- 
der to the ſolu- 
tion of the pre» 
ſear difficulty + 


and the Fatiits S 


grand Argu- 
ment, 


ſubordinate , diſparate ,, and srreconcileable. That Sacred, 


omaiſcient , omnipotent Agent , as himſelf makes. noching- in 
yaine; ſo would he have us make him our Exemplar, and doe 
no ation, but what points at ſome certain end; and conduces 
both to our benefit, and the laſt of ends, his Glory. Burt 
in - vain had he /promiled, in yain threatned, had he either 
promiſed or threataed-choſe things, which his own irreyocable 
Decree had formerly madeimmutable, which muſt of neceſſity, 
had they never: bin-promiſed or threatned, have come to paſs in 
their predetermined opportunity - | or ſuch, to whoſe Exiſtence 
it was wholly-and abfolutely neceſſary, that that very thing, 
under which-the promiſe or commination -was made,” ſhould be 
effected by ſuch-a-power., ;to which no other powercan reſiſt. 

; And this, (we.hope at leaſt) is ſufficient to the ample juſtifi- 
cation of our opinions right tothoſe Three appropriate and Con- 
vincing Teftimonies , of the Mobility of the Term of mans life, 
deſumed from holy #rit, TC. * 


r% » F 
/ . wh d þ p 
owl Foot Us J ; 


7 : Es 
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T remains only that-we endeayour to wind: our reaſon out of 
that profound abyls of Predeſtination (of which the Apoſtle, 
though he had the adyantage of all other mea in this ; that he 
had the eye of his Soul illuminated by beams deradiated imme- 
diately from the: Soul of Light : .did yet excufe himſelf for; his 
non-comprehenhon, . with, 3N, &udog TASTE x) ovghis x1 yrwmrcs Bp, 
os erttifyviee 414 50} dv7&) Mmto which - the. folution of this 
rand difhculty hath unavoidably precipitated' it : for the ftron- 
ceſt hold , which the Defendants of Abſolnte Fatality have 
left them to retreat unto, is erected upon this Foundation. 
It makes no 1aateriall difference (ay they) whether the Pre- 
ſcience of God be conceived precedent to his Preordination of any 
future Event ,and ſo Predeſtination be founded upon Previſion;or, 


04 


on the contrary, this Preordination precedent to his Praſcience, 
and ſo Predeſtination be the baſis of Perviſion : for, from the 
conceſſion of either, it follows of abſolute neceſsity that the Term 
of mans life (in individuo) muſt be fixt and intranſible. 


We anſwer, | 

That the Cox/equence, indeed, ought to be admitted as firme 
and impregnable. For this Preſcience , whether it przced, or 
ſucced Divine Preadeſtination, is and mult be ever certain, pra- 
ciſe, and infallible ; or ſo ſuppoſed to be, at leaſt : and therefore 
muſt the Term of inans life be conſtituted certain, preciſe, and 
immutable, ex nece/sitate fi non conſequentis, ſaltem conſequen- 
tie, by neceſlity if not of the Con/equent,yet of the conſequence; 
7. e, if not from the Vireae or Efficiency, yet from the Hypotheſis, 
or Conditionality of that Preſcience. For no Sceptick can dilal- 
low of this Conlequence ; if God doth infallibly foreknow, that 
this and no other ſhall be the Term of my life : ergo this and 
no other ſhalbbe the Term of my life. 

Bur this is not the -point, at which our inquiry is levelled. 
Manifeſt it is, aſwell from our: precedent diſcourſe, as from - 
Condition of the ſubje&, that theſe two Propofitions are not 
repugnant each to other ; viz. The Term of mians life is fixt and 
immutable in relpe& to the infallibilicy of Gods Preſcience: and 
the Term of mans life is moveable in reſpe& to our right uſe, or 
abuſe of the Liberry of.our Will. Though, 1 confeſs , with the 
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Article 2. 
The refucation 
thereof, by the 
conelliation of 
che infallibility 
of Gods Pra- 
notion, to the 
indererminati- 
on of mans free 
will to the atu- 
al eleRion of 
Good or Evil. 


reat Merſennus, that the apparent diſcord betwixt the infalli- 


iliry of Gods Prenotion,and the inderermination of mans Free 
Will to the aRtual eletion of good or evil ; hath bin the rock, 
againſt which many the greateſt wits of all Ages and Religions 
have bin ſhipwrackr, in their perſwaſions of the irrefiſtible en- 
forcement of Deſtiny. 

To extricate our judgements out of this maze, let us remember 
and adhzre unto that excellent Axiome of the moſt and moſt 
learned of the School-men ; Previſionem Dei nihil influere is 
noſtras ationes, that the Prxvifion of God hath no influence 
upon the aQtions of man, norupon the operation of the remedies 
applyed by the Phyfician to the cure of diſcaſes : but. preſup- 

I poſeth 


Fg 
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poſeth both the one and the: other. For, in truth, God cannot 
foreknow the future aRions of man; or the effeAs of remedies 
adminiſtred, otherwiſe then becauſe of their neceſlary Futurity, 
Since, if we take away the Fururition of eyents , we neceſlarily 
deſtroy the Prenotion of God. | 
Which Abſtraſity that we may the better comprehend, let 
us begs the liberty, ro-ſuppole ſome /omenta rations, or /uc- 
ceſsive minutes in Eternity (which, though in reality impo(- 
ſible, Eternity being one permanent m yvy , Or z3#ſtance, as un- 
capable of divi/ion, as ce/sation ; may yet lerve, as an excellent 
PerſpeRtive, toour weak-ſighted reaſon in its inſpeQion of many 
ſublime Phenomena in T heology,) and humbly conceive; that 
in the Fsr/# Moment of _—_ God faw, and only faw, with- 
out any relation at all to his future decrees, all chings to come, 
as well *Eouere , or ſuch whole futurity is neceſſary from the 
condition of their Nature, or impuls of their proper Cauſes , as 
Mixtorle , or Futura Contingentia, Which hang ſuſpended 5» 
equilibrio upon the Free Wwll of their Efficients,ſo that they 
may, or may not ſucceed, whether they be Abſolute, or Condi- 
tonate : in which Firſt moment had God! acquieſced, and pro- 
ceeded no farther, then only to foreſee the Neceſfity and Poſſi- 
bility of their Futurition z then nothing ſhould haye burto come. 
 Thatin the Second Moment, God faw, and only ſaw, that this 
| or thatevent was in Poſ55bslity of Futurition, in the life of this 
or that/particular wan, iffuch or ſuch things were. done, in this 
or that; time, with this:or that Temperament of body, and 
other reſpe&ive Circumſtances : but yet did neither determine 
anything to abſolute Neceſsity of Futurition, and therefore no- 
thing could be ſaid to depend upon the Przordination of God, 
though all things ſhould come to paſs in the ſame manner,as he 
foreſaw them, whenſoever the Fiat of his Fill ſhould bring 
them into afFual exiſtence , or educe them extra ſas can- 
ſas ;, nor did he ſee, that they would fo and no otherwiſe come 
to paſs , from hence that he would they ſhould fo. and no other- 
wiſe come to pals ; ſince this Previfion anteceds all Yolition. 
Thar ,therefore,in the Third Moment of Eternity, God decreed, 
that he would make Fxtzre not all thoſe Poſv5blt —_ 
WRETACT 
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whether, Abſolute or Conditionate; but ohly fome particulars, as, 
for example,that he would-make Alexander, or Plato, of thisor 
that individual temperament of body, in this or that climate and 
countryof this or that particular cours of life, with all conſpiring 
Circumſtances; to whom all things ſhould happen according to 
the poſ51bility of their Futurition, wherein. God 'beheld- then 
before the conception or pronunciation of his Decree; fo thar by 
this influence of God's definitive 3/111, thoſe Events are no more 
then deduced into atFual exiſtence , which formerly were only 
in Svyduer, or in the womb of their Cauſes. 

Now, upon this Hypotheſis our underſtanding is adyanced 
trothis manifeſt Concluſion, That the Preſcience of God doth 


othing conduce ad rem exiſtentem , nor to the Attions of Paſ- 
frons thereof ; fince it is not the caule of their Inference : nor | 


doe his Decrees, that are . ſubſequent unto, and in a manner 
grounded upon his Previſion, work any the leaſt mutation at 
all in the natures of his Creatures, or by violence peryert their 
Virtues to the produRtion of any EffeRs, to which, by their 
primitive Conſtitution and individuation , they were not pre- 
ciſely adapted and accommodated. Since, in ſo doing,. he 
muft take away from his Creatures thoſe peculiar Faculties, 
which he at their creation freely conferred upon their ſeverall 
natures ; and innovate the fundamental laws of Nature. 


Now this dark ſhadow'of that darker myftery of Predeftina- 
tion, how obſcurely ſoeyer preſented, doth yer ſufficiently com- 
monſtrate how vaſt and diametral a d:/Þ«rity is between that 
Dwvine Prenotion, which is Antecedent , and that which is 
ſubſequent to Divine Preordination.For that Preſcience,which 
hath forits objeR a thing to:come, without any / prxyious and 
przdeterminant Decree; h poſeth that pocrdare thing to come, 
together with the whole ſeries or concatenation of its pro 
Cauſes, and method or manner of irs Futurition-: the M4 
Faturitionis being, as the Schoolemen well define, 1d qued fo 
turam eſt, ſive quod ad res, que futhrapreſcituy; fururitionem 
quolibet 'matdo pexriner,Fhis that-Rabbin 1/ar bay Sefat,quoted 
by Menaſſeth Ben Iſrael (de _ vite. page 16,) _ 

| | 12 we 


Arcicle 3. 
The diametral 
Diſparity be- 
tween that Di- 
vine Prenotion 
which is an- 
tecedent to Di- 
vinePreodings 
tion; and that 
which is ſubſe» 
y”_ ; amply 

eclared, 
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Article 4- 


A ſecond illy- 
tration of * 


ſame difference 
by a pertinent 
Inftance,or cx- 
<mplikcations. 


wellto have underſtood, when he ſaid; Dems ab aterno diſpoſuit 
totine mundi negotia, & divina ſua ſapientia, ac perſpicacia, vi- 
dit omnes effetta , qui in tempore futuri eſſent : qus licet pen- 
de ant (lequor enim de attionibus humans) a libers homins arbi- 
trio, ut fiant aut non fiant;, nihilominus tamen Deus certo & in- 
fallibikiter eas previdit,ac preſcivit. Neque tamen ideoquicquam 
in tempore facit homo, quia Dews ea fatturum praſcivit : ſed + 
contra, quia homo in tempore hoc vel illud facit, ant operatur, 
ideo Deus ab eternoillud ſcivit, 

But on the Contrary, that Preſcience, Which follows upon 
the Predetermination of the Divine Will, hath, indeed, for its 
object a thing to come, and alfo preſuppoſeth it as fully as the 
former ; but ſo that ic comprehends the order and manner of 
irs futurition as fixt and immwurable, being fo confſtitured by vir- 
tue of the antecedent Predeſtination. 

For the further inculcation of this Dsſtiut1on, let us make 
uſe of an Example moſt familiar, and pertinent to the difficulty 
in hand. h 


That Divine Preſcience, whichhath no dependence on a'prx- 
determinant decree, let us. ſuppoſe it to be a Preſcience of the 
bife and death, of the health and. ſickneſs, of the good: or evil uſe 
of the Free will, of Peter, John, and every individual man in 
the world : and is twofold, . 

. Firſt Conditionate ; if Peter,:or John, being. born of a ſound 
and durable conſtitution, ſhall chooſe ſuch a courſe of life , as 
that he ſhall obſerve the wholſome I of Temperance 
in his uſe of the Six nonnaturals., ſhall opportunely, in all di- 
ſtempers introduced by the inclemency of the aer, the malignant 
impreſſions. of the Stars, epidemick contagions, or other unde- 


clinable Accidents, recur to the uſe of ſuch convenient remedies, 


as. both reaſon and experience preſcribe for the preſervation or 

reftauration of health ; then I foreknow that he ſhall live 

healthy and long : bur if, on the contrary;then I foreknow, that 
he ſhall be infeſted with frequent diſeaſes, and-die immarturely. 

Second. Ab{olare ;; T foreknow that Peter or John ſhall chooſe 

a. prudent; courſe. of life , convenient both to his- Genius, and 

| tempera- 
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temperament ; ſhall ſedulouſly endevour the preſervation of his 
health, by moderation in diet and other nonnaturals, and the re- 
auration of the ſame, when impaired by any diſtemper , by 
rational and approved medicaments ; and ſhall therefore enjoy 
health, and atrain.to longzvity. On the Contrary, I foreknow, 
that he ſhall lead a diſorderly and luxurious courſe of life, ac-: 
celerate the difſolution of his temperamenc, by the immoderate, 
przmature,or unſeaſonable uſe of Wine, Woemen, Paſſions &c. 
and when aſſaulted by any diſeaſe, chronique or acute, ſhall ei- 
ther omit to conſult learned, judicious and experienced Phyſitians, 
or difobey their pharmaceutical or dixzterical przſcripts, drinke 
wine in a Feyer,cold water in a Critical ſweat,(alt,ſharp, acid or 
corroding liquors in a Dyſentery, cate Aftringents in obſtru- 
ions, frigid, crude and dyſpeptical fruits in an imbecillity of 
the ſtomach, &c. and ſhall therefore ruine his health and drop 
into the grave before hee's ripe. | 

Now take which Pre/cience you pleaſe, and either hath for 
ics objeR;, the preciſe Term of Peter or Fohns life, as a thing to- 
come; and fully and punQually preſuppoſeth the ſame : but 
ſo , that together with that fixt Term it comprehends alſo all 
the order and wanner of its Futarition, or all the antecedent 
and conſpiring cauſes; amongſt which the principal and moſt 
energetical is the right »/e or abuſe of his own Free will, in 
whoſe power it was to moye that Ferm either forwards or back-- 
wards, (5. e.) either to addxce, or prodxce it. 

Sofar, therefore, is this Previfien of Godfrom excluding 
the neceflity of Medical Remedies, as the Defendants of Fate 
would impoſe, according to that of So/ox in Stobers 


mn rn F ate guecunque maner ſors; 
Non hanc avertet viftima, ſed nec aves, 
Nec qus Peonias egris mortalibus herbas 
Sepe erraturam ferre laborat opem. 


That it totally i»clxdes, nay preſi __—_—_ it. ſo neceſſarily, thar 
if we take away from man the Liberty of his Will, and the op- 


portunity of ufing either prophylaRical, or therapeutical means, 
in order to the prolongation of his life ; we mult alſo ſubmove 
| 143 the 
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the Certatuty of Gods Praſcience : fince' that determineth no- 
thing, but only przſuppoſeth all things ; nor doth God, by a 
decree ſubſequent to that Prelcience , przordain that this or 
that individual man ſhall recover of {uch or ſuch a diſeaſe, unleſs 
by virtue of ſuch or ſuch appropriate remedies, which the Phy= 
fician ſhall in the opportunity prelcride, 

Nor is it a moxe juſtifiable plea at the bar of reaſon, toargue 
thus ; if the Term of mans life be certainly and preciſely fore- 
known to God, then muſt ir, together with the order and man= 
ner of its Futurition, be fixt and immutable : then to argue thus; 
if God hath a certain and preciſe cognition of any thing already. 
paſt , as of the Creation of the world ; rover the could that 
thing haye come to paſs no otherwiſe, nor at any other time, 
then it did ; therefore was the world created by God, nz {ibe- 
re ſed neceſſario , not by an Arbitrary, but Neceſſary and 
reftrained aftivity. For, as Science, having for its obje& a 
thing Preterite,doth infer no neceſſity upon that thing przterite, 
that it ſhould have bin ſo and no otherwiſe effeRed : fo doth 
Praſcience, having for its obje& a thing Fatare, infer none- 
cefſity upon its fururition ; each being an Immanent Attion 
in God, & extra rem, or having no compulfive influence at 
all upon that particular thing, or its Cauſes : and Furturam eſſe 
imports no other thing, but an objef# of Praſcience ; nor Pre- 
teritum eſſe, any thing but an objeft of Science, or Memvorie. 
Science is the perfeFion of the Subje, or thing knowing ; nor 
of the obzetF, or thing knowa: much leſs the deftrufion of the 
thing known. For neceſlary it is to perfeft Science , that it a- 
oree inall points with the nature of its object. | 

But wholly AntarRical to. this, is that Pre/cience which 
is grounded upon Divine Predeſtination, whereby not only the 
Term of every individuals life , together with the whole order 
and manner of its Futurition, is przfixt ; but alſo all thoſe 
Cauſes,whoſe wv Ke. or counter-attivity might in any reſpet 
hinder the preciſe accompletion of that prefixt Term, are prz- 
_ vented or predetermined to invalidity,left the-Przſcience become 
uncertzin- or dubious : whether that Pr4determination diſpoſe 
per medumCanſe Efficientis, by a certain Phyſical and really 
effeQive 


Fd 


Chap 6. The Mobility of the Term of Mans Life, aſſerted. 247 


effe&ive ation , or impreſſion upon the will of man, enforcing 
it tothe election of ſuch a courſe of life, as may conduce to his 
punual peryention to that preſtiture Term ; or per modum 
Cauſe Deficients by nonconcurrent, but only permi/55ve 
influence (by ſome called Permi/rio ſimplex, Simple Permiſſion: 
by others, Permiſsio efficax, efficacious permiſſion,) fince that 
rule amongſt Philoſophers Can/a Deficiens in neceſſariis reduct- 
tur ad E fficientem, doth warrant the Tudifferency, For this 
Decretory Preſcience , though it agree with the precedent /im- 
ple Preſcience in this, that it hath for its objeR rem faururam, 
includeth in its circle the whole order and manner of its Futuri- 
tion, and preſuppoſeth both the end, and reſpeRive means fully 
and abſolutely ; yer ir clearly and irreconcilably differs from it 
in this, thatthe ' precedent Pre/cience pteſuppoſeth the /iberty 
of mans Will , and the uſe thereof not only incoacted, and 
without irrefragable impuls, but abſolutely free and arbitrary : 
but this wholly deſtroys the ar'itrary monarchy of the Will, 
by —_— thar the influence cf the Decree not only inclineth 
—_ forceth it upon the eicion and purſuit of thoſe means, 
which in a dire and natural line lead to the accompliſhment 
thereof ; and this left the Cerrirade or Infallibility of the Di- 
' vine Preſcience be infirmed and ſtaggered. 


To diſcriminate this Later from that Former Preſcience yet 
morefully : and ſo infinuate the reſult of the DiſtinQion, by the 
moſt intelligible and conciſe way of argumentation : it will be 
neceflaty for us to conceive the Decrees of God in the fame me- 
thod of /#bordination, wherein they, who found the infallibility 
of his Przviſion upon the neceſſity of his Predeſtination and Prex- 
determination, haye bin, by the obſcurity of the Subje&, com- 
pelled to range their thoughts, in the declarement of their opt- 
nion. 

The firſt Decree of God runs thus; I will, that Pezer live 
rill rhe expiration of the natural or temperamental leaſe of his 
life ; conceive it to be till his glaſs hath min 50.86.70. or 80. 
year : but that John wither before hee's ripe, #nd fall in the 


and gentle ' flexure or pecfwafion , but by an irreſiſtible - 


June. 


Article 5. 
A third illu- 
ſtration of the 
ſame Diffe- 
rence, by con- 
ceiving the Di-- 
vine Decrees, in 
the ſame ſubor-- 
dinate ſeries, 
which the Fa- 
tiſts have ima- 
gined. 
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June of his age ; conceive it to be in the 20. 36, or 40, year 
trom his birth. 

The Second thus; I will praferve Peter from this or that 
ficknels, defend-him from this or that knock of misfortune, con- 
ſerve him in, or reſtore him fcom this or that dangerous diſeaſe; 
leſt he expire before the preſtiture Term of his life : but for 
Fohx , he ſhall be invaded by ſuch or ſuch a mortal diſeaſe, re- 
ceive ſuch or ſuch.a wound incurable, or periſh by this or that 


faral Accident ; ſothat he may verify my prognoſtick in dying 


at the hour appointed. 

The Third thus ; leſt Peter laps into ſuch or ſuch a mortal 
diſeaſe, I will that he be provided of an induſtrious and pru- 
dent Phyſician to preſcribe unto him rational, generous, and 
aduolerepiad ical means ; or, if ſurpriſed therewith, that 
he uſe conyenient and viRtorious therapeurical medicaments, in 
order to the expulſion of the ſame; that ſo the -number of his 
days be not ſhortned : but, on the: contrary, that Fob ſhall 
fall into ſuch or ſuch a dangerous ficknels, ab want Phyhicians, 
medicaments, and all other Conſeryatives whateyer ; leſt he 
ſurvive beyond the moment prefixt, 

The Foxrth thus ; that Peter may not, by the abuſe of his 
Arbitrary prerogative, become inſenfible, incurious, or negli- 
oent of the means ordained to conſerve health, and run into the 
perpetration of ſuch fins, as may be injurious to the rempera- 
ment of his body, as well as the peace of his mind ; I- will, by 
the powerfull influence of my Special Grace , ſo prepare and 
diſpoſe his Will, that he ſhall lead a temperate, circumſpe and 
virtuous life, and ſo ſubſift till the period of his days prefixt. 
On the contrary, that Joh» may not , by the cight uſe of thar 
EleQiye Liberty conferred upon his will, and by a defire of 
attaining to longzvity, endeyour the conſeryation of his health, 


by diztetical or pharmaceutical obſeryations ; I will , that he 


want that ingenuity, that prudence, that advice, and thoſe pre- 
{cripts, conducible to the prolongation of his life , and finally 
that aſſiſtance of Divine Grace , without which it js not only 


probable, burgeceſlary, that he ſhould refign up the rains of his 


of his 


Will to Senſuality, and ſo either by the prodigal effuſion 
Vita] 
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Vical oyle in the immodeſt and deſtructive rites of Venus, or 


the extin&ion of his implantate heat by the frantique ſacrifices 


of Bacchus, or other exorbirances, decurtate the temperamental 
leaſe of his lite;and ſo confels Corruption in the moment prefixr. 

Or, in a higher key of Fatality, thus ; though Peter, by the 
abuſe of his Will,raſhly expoſe himſelf to the fury of che moſt 
dangerous Enemies to life, and by gluttony, ebriofity, vindiQtive 
anger, falacity, &c. render himſelf both unfit, and unworthy 
longer to inſpire the common aer, I will notwithſtanding all 
rhis again repaire the breaches of his conſtitution, prote@ him 
from the malice of danger, and conſerye him till the moment 
predeftined, nor ſhall he be taken off by any orher means, but 
what my Will hath predetermined. Contrary ; though Fohy, 
by the right uſe of the liberty of his will, ſhall conſtantly and 
ſeverely praCtiſe all the hard leffons of Virtue, ſubdue the im- 
petuous and forcible —_— of Senſuality, lead a life more 
impaſſionate then the moſt rigid of the Stoicks ever profeſſed, 
more chaſt then aged Hermirs , more abſtinent crhen Le/ixs, 
more peaceable then Charity her ſelf, and fo deſerveto become 
the greateſt Example of Longevity : 1 will notwithſtanding, 
that the appointed Term of his life remain fixt and intranfible 
beyond that point, which my will hath from all Eternity decreed 
to be the Ne Vltraof his ſubſiſtence. | 

On theſe, or the like Decrees, muſt the Cerritude and infalli- 
bility of the Divine Preſcience beereRed by any ; who ſubor- 
dinate Gods Preſcience to his Predeſtination ofthe end , . and 
predetermination of the means, | 

Now, to uſe all this ; ſo many, ſo great, and fo intolerable 
are the — and Ivconveniences, which neceſſarily de- 
pend onthis Decretory Preſciexce ; that we need no other ar- 
gument to eyince the weakneſs of their judgements, who have 
laboured in its defence,bur only to ſele& and confider the chiefeſt 
and moſt obv3ows of them. % 

Firſt, this opinion, that, all the ations of man, and their 
Events,are Fatally predetermined by the Decretory Preſcience of 
God; doth not only enervate and ſcandal, nay deſtroy the fnceriry 
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Ot of man, 
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of thoſe many Divine Precepts,enjoyning man to endevour,to the 
utmoſt of his knowledg and power,the conſeryation of his health, 
and the prolongarion of his life, by temperance and all other law. 
full means ; of thoſe many Promiſes made to encourage him to a 
fri obſervance ; of thoſe many Comminations annexed , to 
deter him from the negle& of thoſe Precepts ; but alſo, upon 
inference , difſolyes the obligation to all ſerious ſtudy and 
follicitude to explore, procure, prepare , and uſe all convenient 
remedies, in order to the expulſion of diſeaſes, and the reyoca- 
tion of health, onthe part of the Sick wan ; andon the part of 
the Phyſician, to be induſtrious, carefull, vigilant, and conſcien- 
tious, in the exerciſe of his Profeſſion- 

That the Patient is hereby diſobliged from the duty of Self- 
conſervation, may be thus manifeſted. Ifit be, ex Deerere Di- 
vinofixt and immutable,that fuch a man ſhall lead a peaceable, 
healchfull, and blisfull life, and doall things that are either 
neceſſary or conductive to. the procurement and continuation of 
that happy eſtate ; or onthe Contrary, that ſuch a man ſhall 
eate the bread of ſorrow, drink the. bitter .waters of Affliction, 
and'unravell his.tedious-days- in poverty, contention, valetude, 
or-crazineſs.of body, anxiety of mind; &c, and therefore take 
nocare atall to- do thoſe aRions, which mu be neceflary or 
eondudtive: to the amendment of his miſerable condition , by 
reaſba he wants the aſſiſtance, counſel,and manuduRion of Divine 
Grace -: then doth it unayoidably follow, that the [shour and 
ſollicitude of the one is ſuperfiueors, and of the other xnſucceſ- 
fall, nay impoſsible. For whateves the one, or the other ſhall 
do, and however live;yet ſtill the ſucceſs ſhall be no other, but 
what God hath predeſtined, and though the intention of either 
he levelled at an end: quite contrary to what-is defigned by the 
Valition of the Predeſtinant;yet ſhall the Force of the Decree ei- 
ther pervert, or rendex it inefteQtual : and if we grant, that the 
Happy man did take care to conſerve his: health and life ; we 
muſt alſo grant , that he could not bur take that care; and 
that the Ms/erable man did take none to preſerve either, becauſe 
it was.not in the power of his. #i/to determine on that care-And 
thus, what either ſhall do, can be-neither Core, nor Neghigenes, 
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ſtrictly and properly fo called : but a meer Neceſsity of Caring, 
or not Caring. 

Oa the patt of the Phyſician, the Reaſon is the ſame ; for, 
if this do&rine of Fatality be true, well may he be excuſed, nay 
' thought the wiſer man, if he ſhut up his books , forget his 
Aphoriſmes,deliver out his Preſcripts per Sortileginm (a courſe, 
as I have bin aſcertained by the teftimony of a judicious and 
fithfull obſerver thereof, not long fince rn up and conſtantly 
pradtiſed by a Devout Impoſtor, whoſe counterfeit zeal to the 
Cauſe had adyanced him to the truſt of a Phyfician in that 
Army,which gathered the firſt flowers of its triumphant wreath 
in Naſeby Feild) and ſupinely give Coloquyntida, or Scarnmo- 
ny ina Dyſentery, Antimony in the Tliaca Paſſio, Opium in a 
Crifis, Aqua Fortis for a Julep &c- fince no Art can ſuperſede, 
not Poyſon accelerate his departure, whoſe time of tranſition 
to the inviſible world Deſtiny hath limited to a moment ; Er 
cum Fata volunt, bina Venena jnvant. Nor can it be rightly 
eſteemed a YVirewe in the Phyſician, to be ſtudious and ſolici- 
tous ; or 4 F5ce tobe debaucht, ignorant, and negligent of the 
fafery of his Chent : if it be only the irreſiſtible Impulſe of Fate, 
which forcerh his F# to the eleRion of either, in order to the 
preciſe accompliſhment of its Decree : or, more plainly, if the 
Care or Negligence of the Phyfician be but the Medinm,where- 
by Fate brings about its end concetning the diffolurion of the 
Patient. And if fo, what Moral obligation remains upon the 
conſcience of the Phyſician ? Afuredly none at all. Which 
every moderate judgement will foon dete&t to import ſo mani- 
feſt, dangerous, and deteſtable an Ab/zrdity ;, that of it ſelf tis 
able not only to diſcredit the opinion of Fatality, but alſo to ac- 
cuſe and coftrvidt the Abettors thereof of unpardonable Inconſi- 

deration, Stupidity, and Irreligion, 


The Second Incorvenience, or rather Abſurdity, infeparably Article 7. 
conjoyned to this opinion of a Decrerory Preſcience in God ; A Second Ab- 


is this : Whoever ſhall grant, that all the means or remedies, 


and ſo the ſedulity ot negligence as well of the Sick , as the (.. 


Phyſician , are ſubordinarely predetermined by the Decree of 
| K k 2 Fate ; 
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Article 8. 
Two Sabterfu- 

$ of the Fa-. 
#3ſt;. precluded. 


Fate; muſt alſo, by the neceſſity of natural conſequence, be 

compelled to grant, that to allow the merit of Praiſe or 

Di/praiſe, Commendation or Reprebenſion unto either, is open * 
Injuſtice. For by what pretext of Equity can a Sick man 

challenge ro himſelf the honor of having done a praile-worthy 

ation , in endeyouring to preſerve himlelf both by obſerving a 

courſe of Diet contrary to his diſeaſe, and ſeaſonable conſulting 

with and ftrictly codiveming unto the advice of a learned and 

judicious Phyſician ; or the Phyſician for the full diſcharge of 
his duty in regulating the ſick according to the moſt profound 

and ſalutifecous maximes of his Art : if the obedience of the 

one , and the care of the other be not Arbitrary, but coated 

or neceſſitated by the Force of the comnpies Decree of Fate, as 

inſtrumental to the ſubſiſtence of the fick man till the predeſtined 
term of his life * Vbi mera neceſſitas locum habet, ibs laudem 

exulare neceſſe eſt : where meer Neceſſity is admitted, thence 
all Laxdation is excluded. And with what juſtice can we re- 
prehend the ſick man, for being incurious in the difſquiſition, 

or irregular in, and averſe. from. the uſe of the means preſcribed 
for his reſtauracion : if that his ſupinity, irregularity, and aver- 

fion be impoſed upon his Will by the impuls of Deſtiny, and 
predetermined'as-a neceſſary Medium to accompliſh-the De- 
cree of his immature death? or the Phyſician either for his neg- 
l&, or ignorant and inartificial a of his Client ; if 
twere decreed he ſhould be fo, tothe end the: client might ex- 

pire according to the decree?  Perſuaſum eſt omnibus ( ſaith 
Menaſſeh Ben 1ſracl, de Termino Vite. pag. 205.) nec lau- 
dandum , nec arguendum quemguam , niſt qui libero arbitrio 
(* conſulto bene agit, ant delinquit ; adeo ut nullus ſuaſions, 
confilits, redargutioni, premio aut pane locus fit, fi homo non eſt 
liber in ibonibus ſar. 


From this diftreſs our Opponents have promiſed themſelves an 
caly evaſion, by replying ; that both Patient. and Phyſician 
are wholly ignorant of the Decree, the Opricks of Mortality be- 
ing-too weak.and remote to read the lines in the Book of Fate, 
without the perſpicill of Divine Revelation. 4 , 

ut 
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But this-way of Subterfuge may be blockt up, by rcjoyning; 
that though the Decree be known to neither, yer tis ſufficiently 
- manifeſt to both , from the Hypotheſis of this opinion, thatnox 
only their Aftions, but allothe Succeſſes thereof are the pre- 
{criprs and confignations of Fate ; and ſo can be no other then 
what is included in, and neceſſitated by the Decree : and con- 
ſequently that there can remain no jult Cauſe of reprehenſjon on 
either fide. 

Should they inſiſt yet further upon the ſame plea, and urge; 
that tis part of the Decree, that either the Phyſician, or Patient, 
or both ſhould be negligent, and ſo become Cxlpable : -we may 
ſoon.exped this obſtruQtion __ by demanding, what rea/on or. 
equity can be found to juſtify ſuch an accuſation and reſpeRive 
punition, where the Will of the delinquent is controlled, infle- 
Ged , nay impelled upon the commiſſion of a crime, or omiſ-. 
fon of a duty, by a power infinitely ſuperior to his relutancy 
and not only. the at, bur time, place, inſtruments, means, &c. 
conſpiring. circumſtances, ' preciſely. preordained by a decree of 
that Will, which is. Ommnipotence ? Reprehenſion imports not 
only-an AF of the Reprehendent, but alſo the Guzlr or Culpa- 
bility of the Kr gar gh :. otherwiſe it cannot be j#ſ#, To the 
legality, therefore, of a reprehenſion it is dueiable neceſlary,. 
chat the ground or cauſe thereof be a real and proper Guilt in 
the perſon reprehended, Now Gzi/r can have no place, where 
that which is impeached cannot be a YVoluntery Agent , but a 
HMedium, or Inſtrument ordained, and aRuated by/an irre iOible 
Power to the execution of an infallible Decree. 


| The Third and laſt Abſurdity \imports-nolels then the ſub- 
verfion of the very fundamental Prixciple, or baſis of all oral 
Virtues, and Chriſtian Graces , by inferring a deniall of J«- 


3 


ſtice in the reward of Good, and puniſhment of Evil; either be- 


Article 9.. 
A third Abſur- 
diy inſeparable - 
from the hy. 
potheſis of a 


fore, or after death. For, tis the Liberty of the will only that Decrero;y Pre- 
ſupports the Equity of Compenſation : and therefore he, who /#ience Divme. 


doth a good action, when twas not in the eleRion of his Will 
to have omitted that good ation, or to haye done it-otherwiſe 
then he did; hath but a weak claim to-a reward;nor hath he,who 
K k 3 | commits 
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Article 10. 
The redugion 
of the whole 
diflertation to 
4 Concluſtons, 
genuinely ex- 
rated from 

-the Premiſes, 


commits a fin, which is not in his power to leaye uncemmitted, 
more reaſon to feare a puni/ohment from the even hand of Divine 
WMIFLCE» 
J 0 conclude, therefore ; ſince theſe are the Ab/urdities,which 
every mans Logick may perceive neceſſarily and;immediately to 
flow from the doctrine of Decrerory Preſcience , or ſuch as is 
ſubſequent ro Divine Predetermination ; and fince the ſame, 
nor any others of equal danger to the Principles of our Know- 
ledge, and Articles of the Chriſtian Faith , can ever be dedu- 
ced from the hypotheſis of that Simple Previfion or unattive 
Preſcience, which we have allowed of as confiſtent to the juſtive 
of God, becauſe confiſtent to the Arbitrary freedome of mans 
will : tis no hard task to determine , in which opinion our 
judgements may with more ſafety and permanent fatisfaQion 
aquieſce. 


Now, that we may relieve the Menoty of our patient Rea- 
der, fromthe oppreſſion of our(not well to be ayoyded) prece- 
dent prolixity ; we conceive our ſelves in gratitude obliged , to 
tender him a Recapitulation, or reducement of all this tedious 
diſcourſe, concerning the Mobility of mans term of life , in 
Fower Concluſions, naturally reſulting from the Premiſes. 


The Firſt Concluſion, \ 


That God hath circumſcribed the duration of mans life, with 
a certain Circle or round of time, conceive it to be of 70. $06. 
90. or 100. years, more or leſs : but yet hath reſerved to him- 
felf, as j145 ſupreme Majeſtatis, the prerogative power of exten- 
ding the term of any individual mans life beyond the limits of - 
that ſphear, ſo far as it ſhall ſeem conyenient to the Wiſdome of 
bis WW. ©. 


The Second Concluſion, 
That God, who loves juſtice more then man, and man- only 


for Juſtice ſake; and hates Injuſtice more then man, and mw 
> only 
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only for Injuſtice ſake (for $iz,unrayelled to the botome, will 
be found to be nothing but njuſtice) is willing, in reſpe& of 
the obje& of his Love, or in conſideration of mans juſtice, to 
prolong ; or, on the contrary, in reſpe& of the obje& of his 
Hate, or in conſideration of mans Injuftice, to abbreviate the 
term of mans life, included within that determinate Cirde of 
time: reſerving till to himſelf ai arbitrary power of ating the 


quite contrary ; (5, e,) of abbreviating the life of the juſt, and 


prolonging the life of the unjuſt, upon the perſwaſion of reaſons. 


either manifeſt to us, or private to himſelf. ©. 


The Third Concluſion, 


That God, when he is pleaſed to condeſcend to the prolon 
cation of the life of a Juſt perſon, doth procure the ſame, eithe* 
by means conforme to the ordinary and ſerled Conſtitutions, o, 
Canons of Nature; or by means Supernatural, The Formert 
when bearing a reſpe& to the native Durability of his individua 
Temperament , he affiſts to the duration rhereof untill the na- 
rural Period, orlaft moment of this ſphear of time ; wherewith- 
the life of man (ix /pecie) is circumſcribed : and this either by 
conſerving his Temperament in its decent tenor, and requiſite: 
Vigor ; or by prohibiting and preventing the invafion of thoſe 

own Enemies to longeyity, which might any way conduce: 
tothe denormation, and conſequently the premarure diffolution 
of its harmony. The Later, when bearing no reſpeR to the 
native durability of his individual Temperament, he meliorateth, 
exalkreth, and by the ſecret immiſſion of ſome ſpecial Arbanaſia, 
or Antidote againſt early death, corroborateth the ſame, ſo that 
it doth laſt longer, then otherwiſe, pro 95 /#a nativa, it could 
poſſibly have laſted, had it never bin impaired by any diſtemper. 
And this when God doth, then is he properly "tne; to prolong 
the life, or fulfill the nuraber of the years of the Fuſt, But the 
Contrary effe& he procures by contrary Cauſes ; (5. e.) he ab- 
breviates the life of an unjuſt Perſon, either by an immature 
turbation and diflolution of his temperament, by its native diſpo- 
firion ſufficiently tenacious and durable to extreme old age : or 
by nor prohibiting, (5, e.) permitting and fo procuring the _ 

| ent 
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lent and preternatural diſſolution thereof by the deſtrutive fur- 
prifall of any Accident whatever. And in this caſe, properly are 
the Unjuſt Gyd, not to Dimidiate their days, ©. 


The Fourth Concluſion. 


That a juſt Perſon, who, fo much as in him lies, fixeth all the 


Aﬀe&ions of his Soul upon the Fear of God, andthe avoy- 


dance of Evil ; ifhe chance, through the frailty of his nature, or 
the force of temptation, to fall into tome Capital. Sin, which ac- 
cording to the penalty annexed to its prohibition, deſeryesto be 
puniſhed by the Abbreviation of his life : may notwithſtan- 
ding ſometimes, his remorſe of Conſcience, profound ſorrow, fer- 
vent prayer, religious faſting. and other duties requiſite to true 
and perfect repenrance, effectually exciting the Mercies of God, 
obtain from him a full and abſolute remiſſion not only of the fin, 
but alſo of the temporal puniſhment due thereunto ; and more- 
over a reftauration of his Temperament toits native vigor, from 
which it was alienated by former infirmities, or corrupted by 
the dyſcratical or diſtempering contagion of fin. And ſometimes 
ot; and this chiefly, when it hath ſeemed convenient to the 
moſt wiſe and juſt God to pronounce the fatal and irrepealable 
ſentence of Death upon him : for in ſuch a caſe, I beleive the fin 
committed, to belong to that black order of Sins wnto Death ; 
by contradiſtinCtion thereof from that - Sin, which is »ot unto 
Death, or upon which the irrevocable Sentence of Death is not 
yet pronounced ; which no man can certainly know without 
ſpecial revelation, ©. 
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Adans Will, 


SLAC. I. 


N-ouremmeration eftheVenenate Abſurdities, Article. x, 
which naturalyerowwuporithar inflexible Rock F, # -L 


ofAbſelnre Favality,or, more expreſly, upon 9 

3 "tharexeaable Hyzorhs s of che Srocehs tl wes 

we may be thavirdble an forgening there are rage 5 

; © any Chriffianse-of that-irrefigious perſwaſion) Iypotheſes, 

- that aYthe Ations of every individual man ®f Abſolute Fa- 

are przdeſtined, antthe-whole- ofder- and. qnanner of their Fu- tality and cpa 

uirition precifly-pravidaed bythe invavipble-deccees gf 'rhat _ he Atons 

Sypreme Power,” agaiifft which the-coxfted -and>limnited. Wi of man, 

of man-can mitke-no effeAtual-refiſtance ; -we-.well . remember, 
we ſpecified the total fiBlation of- all: /2xewe.and-Flice ;.the 
abneoation of 'Fuiſtee- either” Dewne or : amp: ,:.inthe com- 
penlation '6f' Pirry- and Zmppiery 5- the - adniilation of. rhe uſe 
and efficacy of Lawes to-coerce from Evil, ofifreceprs.and Ad- 
hortations to d8& and proſeeure-good ;: in 2 ward,. the ſubyer- 
fion of -l1- Religion and -Aorality, and-conſequently.the. pe- 
cffaryrefignation and-rendicionetithe.minde of: marco receive 
oft the-d&efiruRive ! Jempreſſions-of Hell. And no. {ch . no 
Fewer Abſurvsrieemay che reaſon of every... man. diſcover emer- 

nt - from the -Awailthefie- or: contrasy Aﬀenion, .chat, all. che 

: Atians of man, andtheir — _—_ or Succeſles, _ 

nei 
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neither the predeterminations of Fate, nor the occaſional defig- 


nations of Providence Diyine, nor fully the arbitrary eleRions ' 


of mans will, but the meer unprxmedirae, and temerarious Hi; 
of Chance : fince, in pure Juſtice, thoſe ations onely are Law- 
dable, or Vituperable, which are done Driiberato & libere 
ratione Agentis, upon a deliberation of the Znrelleft, and an 
arvitrary Jedtion of the ill ſubſequent to that deliberation ; 
and not thole which are meerly Forraitors, and reſult from the 
indcliberate or blind aMivity of Fortune. 


When firſt I taſted: the odious bitterneſs of theſe two treams,,. 
Thoſe z con. Whereof moſt of the ancient Greeks, many of the nobleſt Ro- 
trarie ftireams ans, and (Ifear ar leaſt) not a few of the profeflors of Chri- 
found to have ſtianity have drank too liberally, even to the infatuation of their 
bin derived rea/on;l muſt confeſs, I conceived them to have bin derived from 
mo nM two different fountams, or intereſts a8 irteconcileable as Light 
neoucForbrins £0 Darkxe/s i but when I hads by the continued travail of my 
vixz « ſubter=. thoughts, traced them.up to their original, I found them to be 
fuge of man to effaied. from owe and the” ſame vein ; viz. the propenſity of Hu- 
bat Culpt- man nature depraved, toattempt by all means imaginable rhe 
Gt Exia/ation or Extenuation of the Guilt of its Afefbion 3 from 
5ts proper objett real good, by charging it wholly, or in part, wj- 
on ſome external influence prevalent over mans Will.. For man, 
having from the Light of Natwre learned this as an Axiome ; 
thar the Fatsce of Reprehenſion and Panition is. radically con- 
fiſtent in the intire Freedowe' of the Deliaquents Will ; or, 

more plainly, in this, that the Delinquent choſe to' doill, whe 
*twas abſolutely in his power to have done well ; not in this, 
chat eicher his Will was enfoxced by a Neceſſery that admits of 
no repugnancys firſt co the /olition and after to the atual pro- 
ſerneion of that ill 5 of that he was onely a meer 5Viberal, in- 
cagitant, &- fortancons Agent : *Owas obvious 'for him to con» 
ude, that if he could incriminate-either upon an incluRtable 
Neceſſity, or firhpte and meer Chance, then he might with 

equal facility, diſcharge himſelf of the Cadpabiliry, or Guilt, 

agid conſequently of rhe pani/hwenr dur thertunts, 


' Erticle 2. 
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Now, though/our pen hath drop't, on the precedent leaves, Article 3, 
frequent and curſary DeteCtions of the grols and ruinous Abſur- 
dities of both theſe /ubterfuges, fo that a rational conſideration 
may) from thoſe tranſient glances or hints, colle&t Arguments 

more then e 
thoſe notions of Fate, Fortwne and Free-will are ſubject to 
£ quivecation, (ome men underſtanding them as poſotive Can- 
ſes, others as Modi agends Canſarum , certain manners of 
Cauſes operating, and others as Yana Nomina, meer Terms, 
which.in Logical vericy reſpond by way of adzquation to no 
real Entities pm oecorky of the ſubject encouraged 


us to promiſe a full Reconciliation 0 
thies, or Inconfiſtencies, andallo a 1 


them all tothe Special Providence of God (the onely cauſe of 


for” the total Demolition of then : yer, fince 


all their apparent Antipa- 
Accommodation of 


their continuity and: connexion to the - preſent clue 'of our 
thoughts) we eſteemed it not onely a pardonable, but a lau- 
dable defign to attempt by a ſingular diftourſe the manifeſtation 


of their particular Natures, or, more 


inly, what we are ta 


underſtand by Fate, what by Fortune, and what by Free wi. 
'Which chat we may atchieve with the mere familiarity to com- 
mon Apprehenfion, both method and peripicuity command us to 
conlider the /aſt inthe firſt place, 


- By the Liberty or: Freedome of mans Will (that we may 
maturely prevent all Logomachy or Sophiſtical contention 


inpendene fromthe ambiguous 


ſenſe of that term) we intend not 


that Freedome, which being called by the Grecian 'Eacvvreia, 
defined by Cicero, Poreſtas vivends ut velit quilibet, and by 
the Civil Law *EZovoia dvroweard;, the Power of leading the 
life of a Freeman, is the contrary to Servitnade ; fince that con- 


which-by a proper el 
To Tp LTH the Latines 


the 


Civil or Political ſtate of Man ; bur that 
the Grecian defines 73 ip* jy, of 
quod in nobis ſeu penes nos, noſtrove 


” onbheds poteſtagique fitumeſt, and the Divines commonly 


Rame 


run A 


objects we pleaſe, Good or Evil, ys fix our AﬀeRtions; 
: . | 3 . 


-fince 


rbierinms an; Abſolutepowet of eleing what 


The Authors 
Incicements, 
here co-enquire 
profoundly in- 
co the Natures 
of Free.will, 
Fortune, and 


Fate 


Article 4. 
What is inten- 
ded properly 
by the Bz 
of mans Will, 


of rhe-Liberty'Bleetbve of Minr* Wil, Chap. 
fince that concernes only the natural ſtate of man, and is that 
alone which can juſtify the Equzty of the reward of Piety or 
Virtue ,, and. the puniſhment of. Impiety or Vice, - by | God, 
_ or Man; 


Article 5, For morethen one” reſpe&'did the Ancients ſele& and fix on 
«har thisword Arbitrium; For, whether we would intimate that 
A&ions ofthe Aion of the Rational Faculty; -whereby man gives* judgemenr 
Mind,exerciſed in any: matcer'that ſeettied dubious; as we ule to lay, that for 
about its ob- the. Deciſion of any' caſe, whoſe obfcure #quicy either our own 
jets: andthe jmprudence,, or intereſt 'miakes- us unfir to'derermine, we oughr 
mo ro referre our ſelyes to the” Arbitration'of ſomie judicious and im- 
Terms, by partial. perſon, who'is thence* miſt '*accommodately' called an 
which Philoſo= Arbiter :: or the Rational: Faculty it- (elf exiftent wirhin us, 
phers have ad- from which: the” aRion of Judication' or Arbitration-ir ſelf 
4.524 Su doth: proceed, -the word: ſignifying the* Aion being transferred 
Pe nem. uponthe- Apent'3: we canhardly' beflirnifhed with amote'ad- 
#quate and hignificant Aippeliation. But;to trace the thoughts 
of the firſt Imponeats uptothepriginal, ia reſpeR the rational 
faculty, being:the ſame with the Afind ot! ImtelleF, is*conver- 
{ant and exerciſed about -not-onely thingsThat' belong meerly to. 
{peculation,. but allo ſuch as:are- reducible” into AFion'or Pra 
tiſe ; therefore doth. the terns: Arbitrinum ſeem? robe! appro- 
priated to the Facwlty, chiefly in reſpect of things to be doxe, 
inaſinuch as it. is'0ccupied in the-expenſtoror dijudication of the 
conſequent good of thoſe. a&ions;. and ſits-as ir: were an"abſo- 

lute Arbiter to determine; whether they ſhall be done; orno... 
Aad hence is.it that when the rational faculty having _ 
ded-the convenience and.inconvenience,..or good and evilof its 
objeas, andended: its. aRt.of Deliberation, adheres unto, -or 
xes Upon one.as more convenient. then the others (this ſecond 
a&t or Adheſion may. bein the. general. (5. e; in reſpe&tof things 
both ſpeculable. and. praRical), called. Suymeraddwag; . at 
Aſſext or Approbation ;. but. in particular- (5.:.in- reſpe& only 


to thoſe things thatfall under ation), mexatpsas; an Election or. 


Choice :. fince. ir ſuppoleth the prelation of- that particulat thing 
rg. be. pur. in execution,.to-all others- objzeed,. And. in this. 
| diſtin& 
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diſtin& relation was ie-chact Ariſtorle(Etbicorsg ionp: 3.5m fire): 
ftyles the-object clefted, 73.acoaigemny; id quod ceteris propofitis, 
& poſt poſotus, ampletiendum nobis proponimns,ov;'1d quod ſub de- 


 leflumcadit. This the Latives moſt: frequently render. Conf 


liiem, as in thoſe phraſes, capere confulium,: ſequs rationss confir- 
liam, neſcire quid. fit alicnjus conſolium, &c.and Propoſitums,. 
as.in thoſe, adberere, ſtare, manere in propoſito, a propoſits reve=: 
care ,. propofits eſſe tenacem; & c. and we tranſlate into. Reſolati-- 
on, or! Determination. 

Again,ſo ſoon as the Afind, itsaof Conſultation or Delibe= 
ration being. finiſhed; hath--preferred-one thingto- all: orbers, 
inthe praſenc , and determinedir-for the greater-good,. or more: 
convenient; then» inunediacely; ſuperyeneth the-funition of the 
Appetite, "whereby the -mind'is carried -on. towards, the Am- 
plettence,. or-fnuitionof the'Good-apparent therein.:. and..this- 
thirkaGion the:Greeks call.swawne,. the- Latines* Voluntas-and. 
Volitio indifferently,+and-+the,..Englifh -. the: 43/1 or. AQ: of. 
Velition. - Which-weglande at;persranſennam, becauſe vulgar- 
ly, by the word. /oluntas, menrunderſtand. rather. the Apperite. . 
Gioeadand properionly.ro Man) it ſelf, then the. Fanttion- or. 
operation: thereof «for which conſideration,. weſhallia.all, our- 
ſubſcqueac:diſcourſe.conforme to cuſtome, ,in-uling, theiterms; 
W4ll' and Appetindi{criminatiw.,. as Synonymas- implying: 
one andthe eco thing«. 

Moxeover, in regard, that uponthe-Appetition. of, the Will;. 
which. is properly the actual. proſecution ef. the) good, apparent.- 
in-the.:objet,;. there immediately: ſucceeds the: aRian. of the. 
Maetive F aonlty, therefore is. theracion 'ronſequent ro-that.ap-. 
petitions juſtly called-Yolwntary, as having bin deliberated; and. 
undertaken ex'-confitto., upon conſultation. and- eleRtion,. and 
reſpondent to that which.the Gracian, calls..apaz. For that 
is it. whoſe. beginning: A r:ſtarles hath decreedto. be. Eletions.. 
in his Aphoriſme, TpaZ«@- win in apy). marigena,. which, was 
the ground of Ciceros Paradox, non eſſe altionem in rebus ina- 
»imss, that there could be no-aCtion in Inanimate things, fince - 
—_— devoid of the power of Eleftion, Aſſent, or Approbation: - 
agd of Ariſtotles alſo,when he a9 that this kind of wpates 
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- of aQion, could. noe rightly, and in diſtin rruth, be nnteibuced 


-to Brute Animals, nay higher yet, not to children, for the fame 
reaſon, though he withngly conceded to both -» iucoroy, ſpont a- 
 ne0u5s mation. Not but chat by 7» ix#avy, he ſometimes hgnifies 
metionem- appetitus ſpontaneam, the ſpontaneous motion of the 
Appetite Rational, or rhe Will it elf, as (in 3+ Ethic. cap. 4.) 
where he conſtitutes this difference betwixt Yolirion and Eletion; 


. that Biayws, or Folamas, is chiefly the end, and axzd-pear; the 


Election of the means conducing to that end, as in this inſtance, 
We will health, and then e/e&rbe means which in probability 
may officiate either to- the-conſeryation or reftitution thereof. 


Bur when he draws his thoughts into a ſharper angle, and ſpeaks 


more przciſcly, he allowesnot every epperition,to be the #5#,buc 
only that which follows a ſerious deliberation, approbation and 


 eleftion, and is grounded upon reaſon, which therefore he moſt 


judiciouſly defines ro be were ab eetes doabs, boi cunt rations 


 apperitio, an Appetition of Good with Reaſon. | 5 4 


Nor: doth he always reſtrain the word yaZ:; to tha 


A&ion which proceeds from the 3/:/l, or eleRon of the Rational 


Appetite : but many times lets it looſe tothe expreſſion of thoſe 
inconfiderate aQions, which reſult from the impulſe of the 
Senſual z as in theſe words' (1. Rhetor. cap. 10.) Omnia que 
bowines agunt,ant per ſt agumt,ant non per ac per ſe qui 

ant conſuetudine, aut appetitione, & ipſa- quidens aut rationati, 
gue fit Voluntas, ant irrationati, que fit Cupiaitas & Ira; no: 
vero per ſe trifariam, quatenns aut natura, aut Vi, aut ex 
necefſirate agunt. And thus much by way of Inwodudtion 
m— the ſeyeral Terms, by which boths ancient and mo- 


_ dern: Philoſc have —— denoted: the ſeveral fuccef- 
[ 


five or ſubordinate aRions ofthe Mind exerciſed about irs ob- 


jets. Me now convert our thoughts to explore the 2uiddity 
or Eſſence of that we call Liberum Arbitrims , and wherein 
itdoth radically and principally confiſt, | | 


& 
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Fo Nye By 


Sacr. 1L: 


Armihar i is to the Apprehenſionof every one, that 'Man 
is affirmed to poſleſs a Free-1:l, for this reaſon; that a- 


mongſt many divers objects occurring to, and falling under the ® 
y Of , he is not | 
obliged to make his election of any one | more-then the others, i 


deliberation of. the 


nor doth heo cle any one; 'a5 that ir doch not hill —_ 
pt ney agtin and cle the-contrar 
——_— election ſome men have founded vey. koh Wt 4 
and in\the ' Rational phy Bede opinion reaſon 
adviſeth us to adhzre. For 

is 2 blind and undiſcerning Faculty, or Power, which can 


make no ; norfind way towardPconyenient objes. 
manuduGtion ofthe Swetef, which as itwerelighrs - 
the torch unto, and as a knowing guide condudts the Will: ſo 


without 


that finceit is the proper office of the InteHle@ 1p informe and 


condu& the Will, andthe proper office of the Will to follow 


chedredtion and x of the Imelle& ; it is nor only mani- 
fume cannot defle&t fromthe Tizht way, towards 


4. be ſednced mito the devious Evil ; but al- 


_ 
ſo, that the Liberty ati i on in the Inrelle® + 
/y, and m the ww onely #t the /ermd band, or by way - 


of dependence, To ſpeak ore exprelly, the natare of this - 
Feat, y to conlift in that Indifferency, . 
androgen hn ions mag w5 Hp -or may. not be - 


Liberty Ele&ive ſeems ra 


carried on ey roo ich the School. 
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Gion,, and wx r «2 nowme of 


and foairionof Good, w_ the miſtaking - 


Article x;. 
The Eſſence of 


cle 7958 confidered per je 


264 Of the Giberty Elevbive of Mans Will: Chap7. 
underſtand how there can be a Liberty, without a Faculty of 


Ele&ion ; it is evident that the EleCtion can be only there, 
where is-the --Indifferency-: -in—regard--that either -where one 
ſingle obje& is propoſed, or the faculty reſtrained and determi- 
* nedto the eleftion and proſecution of .any one fingle objeR ; 
there can be no free ele&ion, fince eleftion przſuppoleth a varie- 
ty of objeRs, and is nothing butthe preferring one to all rhe 
reſt; or, jf there-be.but two, ;theghayee of one and the -refuſal 
of the other. | | 


'Artidle 2, 

An egregiovs . Sometherehaye bin, andabole.nomean :Clcrks, who have 
Error « a mg affirmed che Will co be then woſtifiee, wheryic is ſo.derermined 
the Liberty.of £04 jews ye i Apiodieg eve tart bonum 
the Will doth ar chief d, « þNat;3F; Faggot; De» de .:bo; its Contrary 
conſummate Evil; 99d haaoonghey je thi ts Dile&tion, 
; proſecution.and fruition of, thaz, Cook (is: highly; Voluntary, x 
immoreable .- ought thecefore.to-heaccounted-highly Free. 

al Good. | | hal; 

Article 2 Pla We 7 ge pe Babe this 
Their inadver= Far ado » ej not Euher CG ably wunderiand, or at: -fufficien tly 
—_ _ P conſider cha real difference; berwiny/a,Spontanrow andawadrbi- 
ug, LE » vhile-they-.conended. thay becauſe; either may 
Spontancous, 8 Þ& (Rid to be.V oluntary. therfore they; ;ars:one. and :the (ſame 
Arbitrary aQti- Fi ants Fox incecd 3, Ypanraneous ations: h.whben men 
on 3the occali- diſcourſe 3z,z3ngame Apdan-the- gengral,ciupay/fem toccom- 
on of that. prehend, an Athitrary, gne, yeria praciſeand:diflint reaſoning, 


Error, 


C ir ſougds no,morexben 2. cerrain; blied amapulle,gf, nategroun- 


\  FHedvuponna precedent, xatiocigation,z when an AtbizaryaRion 
.Properlyo called, depends, upon a prawieus: mtiocination,-.exa- 
|, mination, dijudigaynn, andelegien. | 
Article 4. 
OT ipn;is,no,mare then.g@indiſcreet im- 


and an indeli- 


all; deliberation, ils Aanifeſt :from 
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all bodies endowed with gravity deſcend ſpontaneouſly : ſo that 
in truth, to a& by the impulſe of nature, and to act ſpontaneouſly 
appear to be one and the ſame thing diyerſly phraſed. And 
this makes it the leſs wonder, if fince every appetite be ex /#4 
natura by the tendency of its own nature, carried on towards 
Good, it may be ſaid to be carried on towards Good of its own 
accord orſpontaneouſly ; and fo indeed that as a ſtone becauſe 
by naturall tendency it falls downward, cannot again change 
that tendency and aſcend upward, ſo likewiſe the Appetite be- 
cauſe it is determined only to Good, wants an Indifferency 
of tending rowards Evil : and as a ſtone by reaſon of its want 
of Indifferency to upward and downward, is ſaid to be moved 
downward Spontaneouſly, but not Arbitrarily, fo the Appetite 
by reaſon of irs defe&t of Indifferency to Good and Evil may 
be faid to tend towards Good in general Spontaneouſly, but 
not Arbirrarily. And hence comes it, that if you pleaſe. to ſup- 
poſe the Will to be determined to any one particular Good, 
orant it to be the Summum Benwm, lo that it cannot relinquiſh 
thar, and with zqual appetition proſecute: any ocher Good, 
real, or only apparent, then indeed you may juſtly enough affirm 
the Willto tend towards that Summum Bonum ſpontaneouſly, 
ſince *ris- moſt natural to the Will to proſecute that which ist 
chiefeſt of Goods (for it would not proſecute the ſame aboye all 
others, if it were dimoyed to the profecution of leſs Good) but 
not Arbitrarily, fince it wants an Indifferency of tending to 
another Good as well as that, or to ſpeak more plainly, fince it 
is not inits power at pleaſure to deſerr that chiefeſt Good, and 
addreſs it ſelf ro the purſuit of a leſs Good. 


Nor can this truth be ſtaggered by that objection, that this 
tendency of the Will is Yolext,fince that Yolency (I ask leave to 


Article 5. 
The Divines 
obje&ion, that 


uſe that word untill I can find another more adzquate to my the Tendency 


notion) imports not - a Liberty but a meer Libency, that is a 
Complacency, or Collubeſcence, and ſo an exclufionof all co- 


ation, violence, renicence, or impoſition : and from hence 


of the Will is 
Folent, and 
therefore Free; 
przvented , by 


that the Dile&ion, Proſecution, and Fruition of ſuch a Good a diſtinRion 
may be properly enough accounted Voluntary ; no man can ®f Libency and 


M m riohtly Liberty. 
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riehtly inferre that tis therefore highly Arbitrary, but only 
that tis highly Libent or Complaceat , for there may be a 
Libency we confels, and yer no” Liberty, becauſe no 1ndiffe- 


Ye Huey . 


Again, whereas they have added, that the Perfe&ton of the 
Article 6, Liberty ofthe Will doth confiſtin this, /o ro adhere to Good as 
Their Super» #7 to be capable of dimotion or diverſion from it, we may not 
ſru&ure, that unjuſtly ſuſpe& them of inadvertency in that they did not 
the Perſeltion diſcover this Perfetion which they ſo much magnify to 
' bod Wills benot of the Liberty it ſelfe,, bat of rhe Willor Apperite, 
conftal? az Which being Imperfe& only in this reſpe&, that at pleaſure 
hzfion to, and it may deſert and abandon real and true Good', and 
inſeparabilicy convert to the Aﬀectation and proſecution of ſpecious and coun+- 
| _ -—5rPg rerfeit ; muſt _— its perfettion from hence, that quitting 
"wo reaſons 7. that native Indifferency or Liberty, it ſo firmely and infeparably 
{1) that this adhere to real and true Good, thatnothing can diyorce it from 
Perfetion thence and alienate it to the proſecution of counterfeit. Beſides, 
imagined is ye conceive ſuch a perfeRion of the Will to be above the ſober 
- me — hopes of mortality, as being reſerved to make no ſmall part of 
Will * ſelf; The Souls Beatitude in her ſtate of Glorification, when ſhe ſhall 
(2) that it be- have no other objeRt but the real Summum Bonwm , and no 
longs only ro other Appetite but a fixt dile&ion thereof. For, had fleſh and 
_—_— _— blood bin capable of fogreat and divine an Excellency, as the 
Glorification deveſting the Will of that Indifferency ro Good and Evil, and 
the conſtant determination of it only to real Govd ; doubtleſs 
S: Pant, a man of the moſt morrified affeRions to the ſpecious 
Goods of this life, and of the moſt feryent defires rowards the 
ſubſtantial and eternal of the next, had neyer with ſo many tears 
lamenced his being ſubje& to that inevitable and implacable 
Pfychomachy and civil war betwixt his Rational and Senſual 
Apperites, nor in the height of deſpaireto conquer thoſe re- 
bellious inclinations to evil, cried out, Taneimup@ iu 
difpancs, mis we puovres ix Ts onuer@ Ts Vuvdrs Tire; 
Miſerable man that I am! who ſpall deliver me ont of this 

body of death ? 


But 
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But this miſtake hath proved of no ſmall advantage to the Article 7. 


inyeſtigation of the truth, for from this which they concede, viz. 
ic is impoſſible for the Will , which is once fixt upon the-dileCtion 
and fruition of the Chiefeſt Geod,really and clearly ſounderſtood 
(which is the prerogative only of thoſe Sainred Amnds which the 
kindneſs of Death hath made fuperior to the ſeducements of Senſe) 


eyer to reyolt from it, and defle&t to the queſt of a leis Good : 


we may receiye ſome aſſiſtance to our mednations, and the more 
eafily underſtand what kind of ndifferency that is, wherein the 
nature of this Ziberry Eleftive doth confift, during our fouls 
obligations to corporeity. In our prxzcedent lines we affirmed, 
that the InteHeFt 1s guide, and doth hold thetorch, or give light 
to the Will; and manifeſt it is that this Light which the Intellect 
holds forth tothe Will, is no other but rhat Fadgement, which 
the Intellect delivers concerning the Good and evil of objets,s. e. 
that this obje& is good, and that evil; or among ſeyeral different 
Foods,that this is more,and that leſs good:fo that when the Will 
15 ſaid to be ayerted fromone obje& and converted to another, 
thar mation proceeds from hence; that the Judgement of the 
Intelle& is now for one thing and anon for another, and the in- 
flexion of the Will is dependent on the inflexion of rhe Jntelle&. 
Since, therefore, the Flex3liry of the Will is ſubſequent and 
conform to the Flexility of the Inrette& , which confifts in the 
mutability of its Judgements : we are upon that confideration 
ro obſerve, that the IntelſeRt makes nſe of certain Notions, or as 
common Phyfiology calls them, Simple Apprehenſions of things, 
in orderto its own information , and ſucceeding pronunciation 
of Judgement concerning their natures. For neceflary itis, that 


What kind of 
Indifferency thit 
is, wherein rke 
Liberty Ele- 


"Rive tis ei: n- 


ced. 


the Mind have a Prexorrion what the Sun is and what Light is, 


that ſoit may judge afrerwards that Light is in the Sun, or ther 
the Sun is a Lucid Body; as alſo what Hony and what Sweet- 
neſs is, that it may afterwards pronounce Hony to be Sweet. 
But in reſpe& that in obje&ts which fall under Speculation, the 
Intelle& doth acquieſce in ſuch a fimple Judgement, nor canin- 
ferre anything further by neceffiey of conſequence 2 therefore in 
objeAs reducible to a&ow, it hath a certain compound Notion 

M m 2 called 
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- Article 8. 
That to every 
Fudgement of 
the Intelltft, 

is immediately 
and neceſſarily 
conjoyned an 

- Appcition or 
Aver(ation of 
the will ; re- 
ſpeQive co the 
Good, or Eyil 
nunciated. 


called a Propoſition or Enunciation , which by reaſon of ano- 
ther common Notion congenial and implantate in the mind of 
every Man from its firſt exiſtence , is immediately annexed to 
the tormer ſimple notion, and ſuperadded thereunto as a Con- 
clufion , which is really that which we call Judicium Prati- 
cam, PcaRtical Judgement. For inſtance, the Incelle& having 
judged that the Suns a Lucid Body, may therein acquieſce and 
proceed to no further inference ; but fo toon as it judgeth hony 
to be {weet, becauſe it holds as implantate a ſecond complex no- 
tion , that what is {weert is to be taſted, therefore it inſtantly 
pronounceth this concluſion, that Hony is to be taſted. And 
becauſe praQticable objects are not Yniverſals, but Singulars,; 
and for inſtance, the Intelle& doth not give judgement concerning 
Hony in general, but of this obje&ed Hony that it is ſweet ; 
therefore to this judgement, this Hony is ſweet, inſtantly coheres 
and is ſuperadded that ſecond judgement, this Hony is to be 
taſted, Nor that only, but ſuch is the nature of this judgement, 
that without any delay, if nothing countermand, ſucceeds the 
Execution thereof, as in this caſe the aRual Deguſtation of 
Hony. And upon the conſideration of the immediate ſuper- 
vention of the Execution upon a practical judgement, was it that 
Ariſtotle (de Animalinum mat cap. 7.) would allow no difſtin- 
ion between an Aron and a Concluſion, for ſaith he, 
ik roy Io argracuy,m oumcxTus Hvem mpatis, that Con- 
clufion which follows upon two propoſitions, 1s the very attion it 
ſelf : which he moſt conveniently illuſtrateth by ſeveral Ex- 
amples, the preſent omiſſion whereof we hope either the memo- 
ry or Je&ure of our comperent Reader will ſupply. And this 
juſtifies their knowledge, who firſt denominated tuch a conclu- 
fion whichis the Action it ſelf (or to which at leaſt the Execution 
doth individually cohzre) a Prattical Fudgement. 


We are moreover to obſerve, that fince the ation or Executi- 
on of a Judgement cannot ſucceed, unleſs the funion of the 
Appetite or Will intervene berween the Judgement and Exe- 
cution ; therefore mult every Judgement or Notion of Good have 
adjoyned unto-it an.. {ppetsrion of that Good, as eyery Judge- 


menrt 
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ment of Evil hath adjoyned unto it an Averſion from that 
Evil : fo that the Intellect cannor pronounce this judgemenr, 
that what is-{weet is to be taſted, but inſtantly riſech up the 
Appetite and wills the taſting of the Sweer ; nor (to deſcend 
to fingulars) enunciate this ſweet is to be taſted, but immedi- 
ately the Will is on edge to raft this Sweet. And hence it 
comes, that no concluſion can be extraed, nor Execution there- 
of ſucceed ; but onely becauſe togerher wich the Judgement the 
funRion of the Appetite hath przceded. For the reaſon why 
che Concluſion of a Praftical Syllogime hath always the 
Execution or ation coherent to it, bur the Concluſibn of a Spe-- 
c:lative hath not ; is no other then this, that the funRion of 
the Will or Appetite is always aſſociated to the przmiles or 
judgements of the Intelle&t in one, and not in the other. And 
therefore ſo often as the IntelleA- gives Judgement.of Good ; 
which is the proper obje&t of the Will; as often is the Will: 
excited ſo neceſſarily, that its flin&ion or defire of fruition fol- 
lows upon the heeles of the Judgement. as cloſely-as a ſhadow 
attends a body in Sunſhine , fothat if the Incelle& judge any 


thing to be good, the Will immediately defires that _ as On 
the — if the Intelle& judge any thing to be evil; the Will: 


immediately abhors that eyil, 


This is an. exceflent Axiome , that one trath can never be 
clearely underſtood, but it lead; on to the diſcovery of another ; 


| and here we have experience of it : for from the przmiſes it re- 


ſults a any gy yerity , that becauſe the Intelle&t is for the 
molt part fickle and inconſtant in its judgements ; therefore 
muſt the Will be as wavering and unſtable in its Apperitions:and 
when the Intelle& to day judges any object to be £509, but to 
morrow judges it to be evil; then doth this Pxdanrique faculty 
the Will affe& that obje& to day, and hate it again to morrow: 
and when the Intelle& to day declares that ſuch an obje&t is to 
be affecd and proſecuted becauſe *ris good, but ro morrow 
faceth about toa ſecond object, and apprehending it to be better 
then the firſt, judges that to be proſecuted rather cf the twozthen 
is the Will roday carried on to the firſt obje&, and to morcow 
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Article 9; 
The Inſtability 
of the Will, in 
its Appetitions 3 . 
neceffarily 
cauſed by the 
Inſtability of 
the Incelle&, . 
in its 7ydge- 
ments. . 
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averted. from it to the Second. Ina word, the. Proſecutien and 
Averſion of the Will is dependent on, and conforme to thoſe 
Notions and Judgements which. the IntelleR delivers concerning 
the more or leſs good , or good and evil of ovjedts. 


Article 10, Further,in reſpe& chat amonſt good objedts, one is really and 
The Deluſion of truly good,another only apparent and counterfeit ; and likewiſe 
the Incelle&,in among evil objects (for too frequently good is diſguiſed under 
ics /udgements; the uncomely vizard of evil, and cvil again guilded over with the 
| ou of pecious and alluring hatchment of Good,and then what is realy 
the Will in irs good ſeems either ro be abſolute evil, or aleſs good compara- 
dependent Ap. tively, and what is really evil ſeems either to be abſolute good, 
petitions. or alels evil comparatively) hence comes it we ſay, that as the 

Intellet is frequently delaed in its judgements, as being invited 
by the Apparence of Good, it judgeth a guilded evil to be a 
real good, or offended at the Apparence of evil, pagn that 
diſguiſed. good to be a real evil ; ſo muſt the Will of neceſſity 
be deluded in irs dependent Apperitions, and proſecuting an 

parent good, obtain arealevil, and avayding a ſeeming evil, 
be fruſtrated of areal good ;. ar certainly as the Intellect enun- 
ciates 2 leſs good to be a greater, ar a leſs evil to be a greater ; 
ſo muſt the Will, proſecuting a greater good,, obtaina lels, an 
avoyding a leſs evil, fall upon a greater, 


Article 11. - On the demonſtration of this grand-father Truth, viz. that 
Thar the 1z- the Will is but the Needle, and the Intelle&t the Magnet, by 
efemq ofthe whoſe verticity it is impregnated with an affeRarion of lying 

ill, is buz che llel to the point of good, real or apparent, (for evil as evil, 
ſhadow, or re- —_ yu Y : wr : 
preſenrative of #- &+ preſented naked and without diſguiſe, is not. the proper 
that Tndiffe» obje& of eirber) or, more confimilar, that the Will is the AZari- 
rency in the . er, and the Incelle& the Compaſs by which he teexes ; depends 
i pram wag alto the diſcovery of another Abſtrufity, viz. that the Indiffe- 
{i3n of this, ne. 7e#e9 found inthe Will is but the Counterfeit or Repreſentative 
cefſicates the of that Indifferency which is congenial to the Intelle&t, and con- 
Determination ſequently, that the determination of that Indifferency in the 
oo pond Miſtreſs cauſeth the determination of the like Indifferency in 
| the Handmayd, to this or that particular objet. Now the 

| Indifferency 
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Indifferency of the Intelle& ſeems eſſentially to conſiſt in this, 
chat it is not ſo adliged to adherence, to ics own judgement con- 
cerning the good of any thing objected, as that ir may nor alces 
ies judgement, and if the apparence of good ſeems greater in ano= 
ther obje&t, apoſtate from the firſt, and as vigorouſly , and con- 
fidently conyert to the ſecond. For the Intellect is not of the 
Number of thoſe faculties, which by theſe fundamental conſticuti- 
ons of their Eſſence are determined only to owe certain motion, as 
Gravity in bodies devoid of animation, the Generative virtue 
in Animals, 8c. but is by nature fo F/exele, that having truth 
or good for its o5jeRts it may one whilejudge this and another 
while that, and perhaps the quire contrary of one and the ſame, 
and now affect an objec under the notion of true and good, and 
within an houre, nay pofſibly in a moment, revoke that judge- 
ment, and again diſlike it under the notion of falſe or evil, or at 
leaſt, of leſs true, or leſs good. 


T his conſtant Inconſtancy of the Intellect, the moſt happy 
Wir of Cicero deſcanting upon, moſt conveniently compares it 
to a Balance (4 Academic:) for, in troth,no mile in the world, 
at leaſt, that ever paſſed our obſervation, can be more qua- 
drant, or hold a neerer reſemblance, ia all points : fince, as a 
Balance, if geometrically adjuſted by dimidiation, is of it ſelf 
indifferent to be deprefled ar either extreme, and is fo forced from - 
its quipondium, or depreſſed atthat end , on which the greater 
weight is ſuſpended ; as thatthe contrary end may be immedi- 
ately depreſſed , if a greater weight then the former . be ſuſ- 
pended thereon : exactly ſo is the Intellet of its ſelf indifferent, 
as to inclinations, and is ſo infletted to that obje&, whereco 
the greater apparence of truth or good (which is .che. weight 


that {ways it down to determination from Indifferency) is ad- 
hzrent , that it can upon the appenſion of a greater apparence: 
of good: be reflected to a ſecond. object. 


For. 


Article'r 2; 
The Analogie 


betwixt the 


Intelle&R, and 


a Balance. 
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Thu the Incl 
It & doth natu- 
rally conform 
 rothe arttraci- 
on of the greas 
rer Veriſcmility: 
and the reaſon 
of its Fluttua- 
1107. 


For it is not much below Uncontrollable Neceffity, that the 
Intellect ſhould thirher conyert, and there fix, where is the grea- 
teſt ſemblance of good: and therefore its native 1xdifferency 
1s not ſuch, as that abandoning an obje&, whoſe good is more 
perlpicuous, it can affect another, whole good is lels perſpicu- 
ous; or, rejecting a judgement which appeares more true, court 
and embrace another which appeares leſs true : becauſe, as the 
beam of a balance, being depreſſed on one extreme by a greater 
weight impoſed, is neyer eleyated by the impoſition of a let 
weight on the contrary extreme, but of a er ; ſo likewiſe 
can 1t not be, that that aſſent of the Intelle&, which is cauſed b 


| the perſpicuity of Experience, or ſome prxyalent reaſon, ſhould 


AF 


Article 14+ 
That theDeter- 
mination of the 
Intelle& roore 
or two objects, 
is cauſed cicher 
by the more 
ponderous Ap- 
parence of Vee 
rity therein, or 
the minds 
greater Aftenti- 
1 to the mo- 
ments of rea. 
ſon apparenc 
-on that ſide, 
then to thoſe 

on the other, 


be removed to another obje&, unleſs by the attraRtion of an 
Experience of greater moment, or a oy A whoſe yalidity and 
importance is more perſpicuous. Aad, for the eviction of this 
natural conformity of the Intellect to the atrraRtion of the more 
ponderous Veriſimility of its obje&ts, we need no other argument 
buc this ; that many times we find our minds zquilibrated be- 
ewixt two judgements, or wayering in ſuſpence between two ob- 
jects equally atcraCtive ; which Fla#nation or Doubting ariſeth 
of neceſſity from hence, that the moments of verity, or weights 
of reaſon are equal on either fide, and fo exaRtly counterpoiſe 
each other, that the mind' can acquieſcein the eleion of nei- 
ther; as a paire of ſcales charged with two equal weights can- 
not be ſwayd from an zquilibrium. 


Again, that it ſeems during this FluRuation, one while to 
inclineto the one part, and inſtantly to be counter-inclined to 
the other, and then again to revert tothe former, and ſo to be 
agitated by the inquietude of ſuſpence; hath no other reaſon 
but this, that one while it is more attentive to the perpenſion 
of reaſon inthe firft obje&t, andanon more Attentive to that in 
the ſecond ; and fo long doth it remain inclined to the invite- 
ment of the one, as it apprehends the good thereof more appa- 
xent then of the other , and no longer ; after the ſame manner as 
if when a-paire of ſcales are zquilibrated by two zqual weights, 

you 
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you ſhall ſuperadd to either end of the balance bur a few grains 
more, that end muſt be depreſſed, and upon the ſhifting of 
thoſe grains tothe other end the former again eleyated, So that 
when the Intellect doth at laſt deflect ro one part, this Deter- 
mination muſt proceed from hence; that either the Apparence 
of verity is ſomewhat more ponderous on that part , or at leaſt 
that che more conſtant Arrention to the Verifimility of that 
part, conjoyned to the minds impatience, (which oo frequently 
helps to turn the Scales, and therefore . ought to be allowed for) 
ſupplying the defe& of weight, makes it leem (0. 


Moſt certain it is, we-confeſs, that the Intelle& frequently Article 15, 
doth, retraRing that judgement which of itsſelf, z. e. in che fim- -Thar the 4p- 
plicity of -its nature, is either more good, or abſolutely good, 997108 of _ 
adhzte to'-a ſecond judgement, which of its ſelf is either leſs —_ uy hs Ys 
good, or abſolutely evil : but yet notwithſtanding that inthe ob= ;jeas incli- 
je, which affeRts and inclines the IntelleR, is always ip/a vers nation. 
ſpecies , the Apparence of Truth, which it obſerves and is atteg- | 
tive ro, And becauſe that ſpecies of Truth may be either real 
or counterfeit ; therefore may that which is in its own nature 
really true , be preſented under ' the diſguiſe of an abſolute: fall- 
hood or leſs Truth,” and that_which is in its own nature really 
falſe, be preſented likewiſe under the diſguiſe of an abſolute 
truth, or leſs falſhood : and fo the Intelle& becoming ſubject 
to deception in the point of judicature, may be alle&edto the 
proſecution-of an- abſolute falſhood, or leſs truth, while the ob- 
je& remains obvelated underthe delufive vizard of an abſolute 
truth or a leſs falſhood, & e contra. | 


This ſeriouſly conſidered ſupports three excellent Conſequences; ; 
(1) that as lice as the IncelleXhaving adhered to a is judge- exons 
ment, ' quits and-purſues a falſe one, ſo often of neceſſity doth rable Inferences 
ſomething intervene | which detrats the genuine or natural from he prz- 
Apparence from the good object, and impoſes a counterfeit Ap- __ 
parence upon the eyil one, and by that means cauſes a- mutation 
of the Intelle&ts affent, or judgement: and therefore (2) that the 
commutation of the ſpecies os Apparence ofthe obje is the fole 

N n immediate 
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Article 17, 
Carteſs his 
general Prz- 
ſervative a= 
gainſt the ex- 
cefles of Paſ- 
ſrons. 


nmediate cauſe of the Commuration of the Intelle&s judgement 
and afſent : and therefore (3) that fincethe Will is obliged, b 

that neceſſity formerly declared, to conforme to the ended 
and direRions of its Guide, the Intelle&; ir is in vain there- 
fore to hope or attempt that the Will ſhould change its Appeti- 
tion, unleſs care be firſt taken, that the Intelle&t ch its - 
judgement, or, that the Will ſhould beconſtant to its Appetiti- 
on, unleſs we provide that the Intelle& be conſtant to its judge- 
ment. Aad, therefore, that Mind, which having diſcovered 
the incomparable beauties af virtue is -become enamoured on 
her, and {tands reſolved to court no other Miſtreſs but her, 
ought to be exceeding circumſpeRt and cautious in this particular, 
that it ſubmit to the allurement of no obje&t, uncill ic hath pro- 
foundly examined whether that ſpecies of Good therein prefen- 
ted, bereally true, or only ſuperficial, and counterfeit, rhat fo 
it may render its (elf ſuperiour to the deluſion of painted Yice. 


The admirable _ (in 3. part. 4 9”. ws 22.) 
enting a al przſervacive againſt the exceſles and 
mT . paſſions, gives \us this excellent adyice, chat 
having learned firſt to diflivguih berwizxt thoſe motions or Af- 
feQions which are terminated in the Sorl, and thoſe which are 
terminated only in the Body, we ſhould, when we feel our blood 
and {pirits agitated by any n_ which concernes only che 
body,reflect upon this as a general Maxime;thar all things which 


offer themſelves to the imagination, do tend to noather purpole 


bur to the deception of the Soul, and t0 perſwade the rational 
and judicative Faculty, that thoſe reafong inſeryieat to the 
Commendation of the obie 'of that paſſion, are far more ſolid, 
firme and worthy our afſent then xeally they. are, and, on the 
contrary,that thoſe reaſons inſcrvient tothe /mwprobarion-or dilal- 
lowance of the obje&, are far more trivial, infirme and leſs 
worthy our affent, then really they are. That when the 
perſwades tothoſe things, whoſe execution may admit ſuſpenſion 
or delay ; we abGain paſſing our verdict too haſtily upon 
them, and divert our cogitations tothe lerious.examen. of the 
inconveniences impendent om. their purkuit and execution : WE 
| . * JEANTy 
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teaſt, ro ſome other objet, till time and Nleep ſhall have calmed 
the impetuous commotions of the blood and ſpirits, which the 
ſeeming good of the object hath excited, And that when the Pat- 
fion incites to thoſe ations, whole fleet occafion gives the ſoul 
little or no time to conſult and deliberate ; we always ende- 
your to conyert our Underſtanding ro the -perpenfion, and otr 
W ill to the proſecution of thoſe reaſons, which are conttary to 
thoſe inferred and urged by that paſſion ; notwithſtanding they 
ſhall, ar the firft view, appearleſs valid and ponderous : for 
thereby we ſhall mainly re and abate the violence of the 


paſhon, 


Now, this may be our Exempl/ar in ordering our adyiee-how 
to prevent the Deluſion of our Underſtanding , and the ſeduRion 
of our Will by Evil diſguiſed under the fimilitude of Good, Firft, 
we oughtto learn the diſcrimination of the goods of the Afind, 
from Hole pertinent only to the Body : and then, when we meet 
with any objeR apparently good,abſtraftly to examine, whether 
that good concerns either the body alone, or the mind alone, or 
both and mind equally,or more the body then the wind, or 
more the mind then the body. If only the ,we are to conyert 
our cogitations upon the reaſons which diffwade, more intently 
then upon the reaſons which perfwade the eleRtion of and adhz- 
rence to it,that ſo we may,if there be any,deteQ the Evil couched 
under that verniſh of good, and alſo conquer the Minds impa- 


rience, whichtoo often beares a large ſhare in our deceptions. 


' If only the Mind, in that cafe we are to bring it to the touch- 
one of the Divine Wk : 5. e. examine Whether thoſe reaſons 
whereby it perfwades our Intelle& to an Approbation, and con- 
ſequently our Will to an affe&tation and proſecution of it, are 
correſpondent to that mſeparable or proper Hgn, or mark of true 
Good , Conformity te rhe Will of God, or not ; for the very 
Soul , or qamaliivee of virtue doth radically confiſt* this ; 
that man without all hefitancy, murmur, diffidence, and re- 
luQancy, conforme his Will to the indeceptible Divine Will,as 
being aſcertained, that he can will nothing more excellent in its 
ſelf, nor convenient to him, 0 God hath willed before. 

at | n 3 If 
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If both body, and mind equally ,” then to abſtra&t thoſe reaſons 
which infinuate the intereſt of Senſe, and infſt only upon thoſe 
which prefer it to the mind : for, if they ſhall be found wor- 
thy of aſſent, we need theAuthority of no other to juſtify our e- 
lection of that objet, Jf more the body then the mind , then 
we ought to zſtimate the convenience of it by that lefler relation 
it holds to the mind, and not by:that greater it holds to the 
body. And finally,” if more the mind then the body, fince the 
intereſt of the mind is infinitely to be przierred to that of the 
body, where the reaſons are equall on each part.: tis manifeſt, 
we may ſafely acquieſce in that judgement, and embrace the 
objet. Bur, in cale the object ſeem dubiows, and ſuch whoſe 
Verity or Falfity is not eahily diſcoverable , then the only way 
of ayoyding Errour in our judgements, is cohibere aſſenſum, to 
ſuſpend our approvation of,: and afſent to: the Apparences, or 
ſpecies on each parc. offered.” And by this power of with- 
holding ouc affent does Des Cartes endevour to eſtabliſh the 
Liberty of the Will. ( Princip. Philoſoph. part. 1. Seft. 6.) 
This in generall, we conceive to be the Art of reGifying the 
Will by the przyious information of che IntelleR; and that thrice 
happy Soul that hath. learned it, .bath anticipated one degree 
of that Perfe&tion, which is'one moity of that State of immor- 
tal Beatitude , which we are confident that knowing Soul 
of Des Cartes once aimed at, and now enjoyes, without that 
nothing of meaſure. 

Bur alas ! while we dwell inthe Courts of Vanity, walk 
amongſt the ſnares of Satan,and carry in our very nature whole 
tegions of frailties , the leaſt of which too ſtrongly inclines us to 
the deluſions of Vice, if preſented” in-the colours of Virtue; 
tis a Province abovethe power of meer Humanity to acquire ſuch 
anhabitual Coxſtan:y of our Intellect to its judgement, and of 
our Will to its Appetition of real Good, as that neither .can 
be divorced from it, and alienated tothe embracements of ſpe- 
cious orfplendid Eyils, and therefore we muſt indefatigably en- 
deyour. to conquer part of this inhzrear Indifferency upon our 
knees, humbly and.feryently | imploring'the affiſtance and. conti- 
nual manuduRtion: of -44yine Grace, that ſupernatural;;Light ; 

| | whereby 
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whereby the Intellect may be illuminated to a clari ty, that ſhall 
transfix and diſpel all the thickeſt clouds of Error and fal(- 
hood, wherein the opticks of Senſe are uſually terminated ; 
and modeſtly ſuſpend our hopes of a totall and indiffoluble union 
with Verity, untill our Souls {hall have abandoned this body of 
fin to corruption,and entered the new Hierufalem, where there is 
no Indifferency, but an eternal determination of the. Mind and 
all irs Faculcies to the Supreme Cood, where nothing ſhall 
occur to either Intelle& , or Will, but that Supreme Good, 
and (in a word) where that Libency of the Will, which ſome 
Divines calls the Perfeftion of its Liberty, ſhall become a pure 
and incluctable Neceſſity. 


Sxcr. III. 


Aving made it ſufficiently manifeſt, rhat the Liberty of 
mans Will doth radically confift in the Inaifferency of the 
Intelleft to its judicature ; and amply explained the nature of 
that Indifferency : it remains only that we expede that proyer- 
bial obje5o0n,whereby the beſt of us are too prone to, palliate onr 
_ delinquency and excuſe our offences ; viz. Omnis peccans eff 
:gnorans, -Jgnorance is the mother of all Sin. This Ariſtotle 
Toubrleſ alluded to when he ſayd, Qu1 fieri poſſit, ut qui de 
rebus refte «ſtimat, incontinens ſit? and Socrates allo when he 
ſaid, Fiers non poſſe, ut in quo fit Scientia , into alind quid do- 
minetur, atque adeo ut qui de rebus refte 4ſtimat, nou id quod 
eſt optimum agat ; cum ſj 1d agat, neceſſe ſit (4\' &yvaay) ob 
ignorantiam 1d fieri, 


Out of this Labyrinth we may ſoon extricate our thoughts by 
making uſe of that Clue of a Diſtin&ion berween Science in 
Habit, and Science in A#; For, a man may have a knowledge, 
and yet negle&to make uſe of it, as when he diyerts his mind- 
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Habitual, and 
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more intently to ſome thing,then to that which he doth know; or 
hath the clarity of his Underſtanding benighted with ſleep, mad- 
nels, wine, &c. and a man may have a knowledge and reduce it 
to practiſe, as when he conyerts his mind unto, and fixes it 
upon that only which he doth know. Nowif a man A#u- 
ally know , or hath not the acies of his mind levelled at any 
other thing but what he doth know ; in this caſe, we confeſs it 
impoſſible, that he ſhould do an aGtion contrary to his know- 
ledge : and conſequently, that _ a clear and perfect 
knowledge of the decorum or pulchritude of Virtue, and con- 
rrariwile of the turpitude or deformity of Vice, he ſhould for- 
ſake the former to court the later, Bur if he know only Habi- 
tually , or hath his cogitations more attent to another thing, 
then that of which he hath a clear and indubitate knowledge; 
fince his neglefF rouſe it is #quiyalent tothe total wart of that 
knowledge ; we have no reaſon to deny, that he may do what 
is point-blanck repugnant to his knowledge ; and conſequent- 
ly, though he poſſeſs aclear theory of the loyelineſs of Virtue, 
and contrariwiſe of the uglineſs of Vice, that he may notwith- 
ſtanding abandon the former and embrace the later. 


Artide 3 To this ſome have inconſiderately replyed ; that a man may 
A reply, tha 40 2 thing repugnant to his AZi»al knowledge ; why > becauſe 
the relugancy for the moſt part every Delinquent ſo ſoon as he hath aRed 
of every Delin- amiſs , and moſt commonly at the fame inftant, feels himſelf 
quenes Conſct- ſurpriſed with a certain. horror, ſecret regret , reluRtancy and 
> = oe " conturbation of mind, called by Divines remorſe of Conſcience: 
biliry of mans which muſt of neceſſity proceed from his cognition of the amia- 
| deingan A& bleneſs of Virtue which he hath repudiated, and of the odiouſ- 
. repugnant to neſz of Vice which he hath embraced ; fmceif he wanted this, 


his Aftual © 
Science. he muſt alſo have wanted that. 
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Here Ariſtotle hath prevented our Rejoynder by retorting; 
that every ſuch Delinquent acts the ſame part with vinolent 
Rhapſodiſts, who, by the habicual exerciſe of their memory, uſe 
ex tempore to rehearſe a whole ſheet of Empedocles moral yer- 
ſes, of whichthey underſtand little, and practiſe lels ; or School- 
boys, who diftintly read whar their underſtanding doth not 
comprehend ; or Stage-players, who can gracefully perſonare 
the moſt 1animous Heroes ; but themlelves ſtill continue 
moſt objec ſuperlative Cowards. Forin him who com- 
mits 2 vicious A, there always is excited ſome Paſſion, either 
of Pleaſure, or Anger, or Ambition, or Avarice , which 


raiſeth a tempeſt in his mind, and fo perturbeth , perverteth, P 


and drowneth that habirual Science ; infomuch, that 
what eyer of is in virtue, and what ever of evil is in vice, 
becomes thereby obnubilated, and darkened ; and on the con- 
trary, whateyer of difficulty ſeems to be in virtue, and what 
ever of pleaſantneſs in vice, becomes thereby more conſpicuous 
and illuſtrated : 5, e. Paſſion is a Peripeive, which repreſencerh 
as well the difficulty of virtue, as the complacence of vice, in 
magnified dimenſions; and on the contrary diminiſherh the- 
00d of the one, and rhe evil of the other. Apd hence comes 
it, tharthe real good of yirtue attrateththe mind more weakly, 
and the ſeeming Good of vice more ſtrongly ; and on the con- 
trary, the real evil of vice averteth or diſguſtech the mind more 
weakly, and the ſeeming evil of good mote ſtrongly. So he 
that offends, may, we confeſs, with Ovid, ſay, Video meliora, 
probsque, deteriora ſequor, that he knows thoſe things which 
he rejeRerh to be the berrer , and rhoſe things -which he cle. 
Qeth to be the worſe ; but yer, this muſt be d unto ſome 
other time , when he recognizes bis habitual Science, and calls 
to mind, that once he had other judgements of thofe things : 
for he cannot juſtly fay fo of that time wherein he offended, fince 
then he judged thoſe things he purſued to be the better, and- 
thoſe he deſerred tobethe worſe. 
Now as forthat internal regrer, comriffation, and panitence, 
which invades the mind ofeyery Delinquent immediately _ 
| and! 


Article 4. 
The Rejoynder, 
that the Habi- 
tual Science of 
every Delin- 
quent, is per- 
turbed and ob- 
nubilated by 
ſome Paſſion, 
excited in hin; 
and that the 
Remors of 
Conſcience 
roceeds from. 
the ſenſe of the 


Loſs of Good.. 


of the Liberty Eledtive of Mans Will: GChap.7, 


+ Article 5. 
Whatkind of 
1g307ance that 

. is, which may, 
in ſome degrge 
excuſe a Delin- 
quent. 


and moſt frequently in the fame moment of the perpetration 
of his offence; this proceeds from his animadyerſhion that he 
ſuffers ſome /o/5 of good. Bur fince this his apprehenſion of the 
lols of good, and that reluCtancy of mind attendant thereupon is 
bur dull and weak, in compariſon of that complacency he is 
affeted withall bythe ſeeming good or pleaſure of evil, which 
ſubdues his judgement to an approbation of it:hence it is maniſeft, 
that he conſiders and perpends the impendent omiſſion of Good, 
and the incurſion of evil, not /erionfly and profegnaly as he 
ought, but only perfanttorily and ſlightly. Wl, were the 
puniſhment, ſorrow, ignominy, and other evils, which he only 
lightly and anrns. apprehends, and fears, profoundly exa- 
mined and lookt into by him, not as abſent, not as future, not as 
uncertain, and ayoidable, but as impendent, preſent, certain, and 


inevitable; without all doubt the ſmalleſt glimpſe. of reaſon - 


would be ſufficient to let him ſee thoſe forcible determents, nor 
could he be ſo mad as from the rock of knowledge to precipitate 
himſelf into the moſt horrid gulph of vice. And therefore al- 
beic an offender may ſay that he ſaw and approved the Good, 


but embraced the Evil, yet is that /»confiderarion or Non-adver-- 


rency, by reaſon whereof he doth not ſufficiently diſcoyer all the 
qualities and circumſtances of the evil obje&,and what and how 
oreat miſchiefs 'muſt neceſſarily enſue upon his actual proſecuti- 
on thereof, a kind of Ignorance. And in this ſenſe only can 
we allow Ignorance to be the mother of Sin, for had man ſuffi- 
ciently underſtood the eyil thereof, he had neyer bin vicious. 


To conclude therefore, this Ignorance muſt prove but an 
invalid and ridiculous plea at the judicious Tribunal of Juſtice, 


nor ought a Delinquent to flatter himſelf with the yain hopes | 


of impunity by ſuch an excuſe; that he finned for want of know - 
ledge:that he proſecuted the apparent Good he ſaw in the objeR, 
that it was above his power to prevent the delufion of his under- 
Randing by Evil preſented under the ſpecies:of Good (75s 1«p 


| garlanas © uew, we cannot countermand Apparences) that no 


man is vicious with his owp conſent, nor happy againſt his will, 
according to thatProyerb, Nemo malus nltro eſt ,neque beatus non 
| volens, 
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volens, and that he wanted an ability of | udgement to do 
otherwiſe : this we fay cannot extenuate his guilt, and conſe- 
quently not avert the puniſhment due thereunto. For, that 
Ignorance which excufeth, is of another nature ; ſuch as we may 
more properly call »ſcientia mera, meer Neſcience, Ignorantia 
pura ac invincibilts, pure and invincible Ignorance ; ſuch as 
that of Cephalns, when miſtaking her to have bin x wild bealt 
couchant in a brake he diſcharged his dart at his beloved wife 
Procrs, and unfortunately ſlew her ; and that of the conſtant 
Deianira when ſhe poyſoned Hercales with a ſhirt dipt in 
Neſſ#s the Centaures gore, which ſhe intended for a Philtre 
to revoke his affeQions from ole ; and that alſo of the fatal 
handed Gentleman, who ſhooting at a Deer in New-PForeſt, 
killed Yiliam Rufus : but that Jonorance, of which we here 
diſcourſe , is in proper truth *Awiauia, [ncuria, vel a en- 
tia mera, meer Negligence, Inadvertency, oc Hee een 
and is therefore for diftintions ſake denominated [gnorantia 
craſſa, affeftata, ſupina, grols, affeQed, ſupine ignorance. 

To underftand the nature of this Non-excuſing Ignorance 
the more diſtintly, let us obſerve, that every Delinquent muſt 
in juſtice charge the Ignorance he prztends, upon one of theſe 
two Cauſes ; either that himſelf was to himſelf the cauſe of his 
ignorance: or that he negletted the means and advantages of 
acquiring knowledge, 1. e. that he did not imploy his Cogneoſcent 
Faculty on the examination and conſideration of the real good 
or evil of his a&ion, with that care, ſeriouſneſs, and ſedulity, 
which was requiſite. En 

To the Firſt of theſe Cauſes belongs the ignorance of a Dr«n- 
hard, for in being the Cauſe of his Ebriery, he is alſo the Cauſe 
of his Ignorance ; and *rwas in his power to have prevented 
this, by the przcaution of thar : and therefore his Ignorance 
is ſo far ſhort of extenuating , that it naturally aggravates his 


_ culpability ; and he, if Ar:fotle may. be judge , deſerves a 


double puniſhment, one for making himſelf drunk, anorher for 


_ . thecrime committed in his Drunkenneſs. Hither alſo we are 


to refer his Ignorance, who refiſteth not the force of a Paſſion or 


perturbation of his mind in the firſt motion or beginging thereof, 
| | O 0 while 
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while *cis yet but weak, and to be ſuppreſt by a ſmall oppofi- 
tion of reaton.; but permits it to acquire more violence, and 
o2in upon him by degrees, till its impulſe grow imperuous, and 
more inoppugnable : as alto his, who ſuffers a vicious Iclina- 
tion , which he might without any conſiderable difficulty haye 
ar firſt refrated and totally extinguiſhed, to grow into a ſetled 
Habit, which pleading preſcription and poſleflion, is hardly 
ejected, but plays the abſolute Tyrant ore the mind, and holds 
the Scepter of both Underſtanding and Will by the inelutable 
ticle of Conqueſt, Thus if a man, who having a rare Bird in 
his hand, willingly lets it fly, ſhould complain that he cannot 
recover it again ; tis not tobe expeRed that any rational per- 
{on ſhould piry him for his loſs, but rather deride his folly, in 
that he manumitred it when'twas in his power to have kept it: 
and if a mancontra@ ſome dangerous diſeaſe by intemperance, 
who can afford him half ſo much compaſſion, fince twas in his 
power not to have bin intemperate, as if he had bin invaded by 
jome impartial Epidemick Contagion, againſt which none the 
orcateſt temperance is an infallible preferyative > Tothis pur- 
pole were theſe words of Ariſtotle intended ; Nemo enim ceci- 
ratem, quam natura, morbus, ittus fecerit, exprobret, ſed caci 
potins miſereatur ; at ſiillam ant ebriofitas, ant intemperantia 
alia fecerit, non id opprobrio ducat ? (in3. Ethic. cap, 7.) 


To the other belongs his ignorance, who being hurried on to 
the proſecution of Evil, by the impetuous rapt or ſwindge of 
Paſſion, can yet ſay Video meliora proboque : for in this caſe 
alſo was it in his power to have more ſeriouſly and ſedu- 
louſly examined, ſifted, and przconfidered the evils impendent 
on that a&tion, and fo to have ayoided it ; We ſay, abſolutely 
in his power, for four weighty reſpe&ts. (1) Becauſe we fre- 
quently ovſerye, that if in the fame moment, when we are pre- 
pared trocommit a fin, and already entered upon the execution, 
there chance to come in ſome grave and virtuous Perſon, whom 
we revere , or ſome Magiftrate, whoſe revenging ſword we 
fear, intervene : we inſtantly become conſcious of our wicked in- 


tentions , and deſiſt from the perpetration of it, (2) _—_ 
there 


% 
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there are many Virtuous Perſons, who having learned and pra- 
@iſed thatnobleſt militia of conquering themlelyes, can com- 
mand themſelves even in the higheſt orgaſmus and fervour of 
their paſſions ; holding it moſt baſe and unworthy the 
| dignity of a generous mind, to be ſurprized with the ſubtleſt 
Amb uſhes of Vice, and led captive by the Pygmie armies cf 
ſenſual Temprations. (3) Becauſe tis 'not in vain that God, 


compaſſionating the frailties and deceptibility of humane nature, 


hath vouchſafed to accommodate our underitanding with thoſe 
faithful and powerful auxiliaries, Laws, Precepts, Exhortations 
and pious Precedents, to which we may, inthe hotteſt charges 
of yicious temptations, with ſafety and aflured Conqueſt 
recurre ; and upon which if with ſufficient attention we refle& 
the eye of our mind, we ſhall become Tis gavlanas rye, ejuns 
domins, quod res eſſe apparet, Lords Comptrollers of Apparences, 
s. e, deret the frauds and impoſtures of Evil, though dreſt in all 
theglorious ornaments of Good. (4) Becauſe no man endevo- 
ring to excuſe his offence, 'cantruly ſay Video meliora proboque; 
but he doth manifeſtly grant the aCtion he doth co be Deliberate, 
and Precegitate ; which is as much as this, twas abſolutely 
in my power to haye omitred the doing of it , and to have done 
the contrary good. For none can fay fo of an indeliberate aCti- 
on, as when he feels a commotion of his blood and ſpirits at the 

firſt touch of Anger ; which isthe reaſon of Sexeca his affir- 

mation (2 de Ira 3) quod primns motns non fit voluntarins, that 

the firſt motion which an objec excites in the mind is involun- 

tary, and the ground of that Maxime Primi merns non /unt in 

noſtra poteſtate. | 


What theſe Firſt Motions, which objects, their ſpecies being 
by the mediation of the nerves and ſpirits tranſmitted ro the 
mind, excite therein, are in the general ; though Eprfferms hath 
furniſhed us with a convenient brief deſcriprion of them, 
in theſe words, Primus motus eft quem creant viſa animi 
(parmoas appellant Phileſophi) quibus mens hominis prima 
ſtatim ſpecie accidentis ad animum rei, pellitur, non voluntatis 
ſunt, neque arbitrarie, ſed vi quadam [#4 ſeſe inferunt 

cos hominib#s 


Article 9. 
What thoſe 
Firſt Motions 
are, which ob- 
jeQs inevitably 
excite in the 
Mind: and that 
the C onſequences 
of thoſe moti- 
ONs are prx- 
yentible. 
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hyminibus neſcitande : yet the moſt appolite and moſt familiar 
way of explaining their nature and extent, which our meditati- 
ons could find out, is to exemplify them in ſome one particular 
beginning Paſs0n, and chiefly in that of Anger, where theſe 
Impulſes or motions are moſt ſenfible, becauſe moſt forcible. 
Which that we may the more worthily performe, let us, with 
Des Cartes, concede two diſtin& ſpecies of Anger, (1) one 
cauſed in a moment, which invading with ſome violence, can- 
not be concealed ; but diſcovers it ſelf for the moſt part by co- 
louring the face with a Vermilion, or Aurora tinfture on a ſud- 
dain ; but performes litcle, and is eafily and ſoon calmed, 
(2) Another, which invading with leſs violence, is not to be 
diſcovered, unleſs rarely by inducing paleneſs upon the Counte- 
nance, by any fignes in the beginning ;- bur being of a leſs diffu- 
five m——— doth more corrode and gall the heart, and conſe- 


. quently produce more dangerous effe&ts. To the firſt of thele, 
they are moſt obnoxious, who have the moſt of Love, Noble- 


neſs or ſweetneſs of diſpoſition habited in them. For it ariſerh 
not from any profound hatred, but from a ſuddain Aver/ation, 
repentinely ſurpriſing the Mind : and becauſe loving, good, 
and Heroick minds are always propenfe to imagine, that all 
things ought to proceed in that manner or courſe which they 
judge to be the beſt, therefore ſoſoon as they diſcover any thing 
to be carried on ina contrary courſe to Good, they inſtantly 
make a ſtand in their thoughts, become offended ar it, and grow 
angry ; yea many times when the matter concerns = them 
in ſpecial; for fince they love much, they take to heart, (as the 
vulgar phraſe it) reſent, and appropriate the Cauſe of them they 
love, as neerly as if it were their own, infomuch as what would 
have bin no more then matter of /ndignation to others, proves 
ruatrer of Anger to them, And becauſe that Inclination, 
whereby they become poſſeſt witha conſtant propenſity to love, 
doth effe&t, that they have always much of heat, becauſe much 
of blood in and about their Heart; therefore that repentine 
Averſion, which ſuddainly ſurpriſeth them, cannot but propell 
ſome ſmall - quantity of Choler (the Tinder whereon the ſparks 
of this Paſſion fix and foment) to the Heart ; nor that little of 

| Choler 
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Choler but be accended, and excite , in an inftant, a great com- 
motion, and efferyeſcence of the blood thirher propelled. But 
this Commorion laſteth but a ſmall ſpace of time, becauſe the 
impulſe or force of the unexpeed Averſation is of no continu= 
ance ; and fo ſoon as they deprehend the matter for which they 
were angry to beof no moment, and ſuch as ought not ro have 
commoyed them to that height ; they becalme themſelves, con- 
jure down their ſpirits, and become affe&ed with a reluctancy 
againſt and a parnitence for that Paſſion, and fo deftroy it in 
the Embryo or ſhell. With the other. weak, abjeR, and inge- 
nerous minds are moſt tranſported. For though it feldome diſ- 
cover it ſelf iwthe beginning, unleſs by ſome paleneſs inthe face; 
yet is its force by degrees increaſed by reaſon of that agitation 
which the fervent deſire of Revenge exciteth in the blood, which 
being permixed with that Choler propelled to the heart from 
the inferior part ofthe Liyer and Spleen, kindles therein a ſharp, 
pungent, and corroding Heat, And as thoſe minds are moſt 
generous, and noble, which are moſt inclined to Gratitude ; ſo 
are thoſe the moſt proud,abjeCt and baſe,which ſuffer themſelyes 
the moſt to be tranſported with this kind of ignoble Anger, 
For by ſo much the greater do Injuries appear to be, by ho 
much the greater value Pride makes a man put upon himſelf, and 
by how much the greater eſtimation is ſet upon thoſe Goods 
Which are taken away by that Injury : and by ſo-mucha higher 
rate are thoſe goods prized at, by how much the more weak, 
abje&, and ignoble the mind of him is that eſtimates them, be- 
cauſe in truth they are dependent upon others pleaſure ; nor doth 
a well ordered mind loſe any part of its happineſs by being de- 


prived of them. Now, having duly praconfidered all things: 


oceurrent in this pregnant example, we may not only without 
difficulry underſtand what thoſe firſt motions or incitements are, 
which objeRs exciting in the mind thereby obtrude themſelves 
upon the IntelleR, or rather compell the Intelle& to apprehend 
them under that ſpecies. in which they preſent themſelves ;, bur 
alſo thar, though thoſe motions are not in our power, yet the 
Conſequents or Afions to' which they provoke us, are ſubje& 
to our Deliberation, Examination, and Arbitrary Ele#ion, or 

Oo 3 Rejetion ; 
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 Rejeftion ; fince every Action, is the Concluſion of a Practical 
Syllogilme, and every Concluſion przſuppoſerh two prxcedent 
'Propofitions, and theſe again prezſuppole Deliberation, and 
conſequently that who ever commirting an Evil Action, doth 
yet lay Videoque meliora proboque , doth in that confeſs his 
Aion to be Deliberate and Arbitrary, which is as much as 
to confels that twas ablolutely in his own power not to haye 
done it. 

And as for that proverbiall ſubterfuge 3vdsi; ixdy mynp3s, 8d" 
drov wardgios, Nemo malus ultro eſt, neque beatus non volens, 
Ariſtotle hath long fince ſubverted it by anſwering , Thar 
though ic be r7we in the /arer part, inſomuch as »o man can be 
happy, becauſe not virtuous, againſt hu will, yet tis falſe in the 
former, inſomuch as vice, whereby man becomes Evil, is volun- 
eary (14 wor bngia iximy) whereupon 2. Anton, ſaid Ty; J3 
Tis Tis tins bLuyis Kvnuan wi mupgh ond3vlas, ava rn KAXo- 
Pe twoyely : qui vero [ui Yon anims motns certa ratione conſfi- 
lioque non gubernat, neceſſario mi(er eſt, (1ib.2. num. 5.) And 

_ therefoxe though many have thought to palliate their vitiohities, 
by affirming that no man doth commit a fin volrntarily , but 
being compelled thereunto by the impulſe of ſome perturbation : 
yet tis manifeſt, ſince every Delinquent gives either occaſion or 
way to that perturbation, and ſuffers himſelf ro be cranſported 

\ by the impullethereof, beyond the ſphare of reaſon,that no co- 


attion can intevene, 


Article 8. To conclude, we are ready to confeſs, that ameng thoſe man 

Neceſsity, and excuſes, which the Sophiſtry of the Advocates of vice ha 
Fear conceded alledged for the extenuation of its Culpability , the moſt 
- Wo "res weighty and confiderable is the violence of Neceſs:ity and Fear. 
£7 2 46 ng But, all vio/exce muſt proceed from an external Principle, and 
are the objects is not admitted without ſome Renirency in the thing that ſuffers 
of Excuing it; and that Neceſsity , whereby any man is coated, muſt 
-Fear, proceed from an external and preſent Cauſe; and fear is an 
internal Pafſion,though excited by an external Cauſe,viz.. a fu- 
cure Evill ; and differeth from Cxpidity in this, that this, though 
it be excited by an external cauſe alſo, viz, a future Good, yer 
it 
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it is joyned always witha Libewcy or Willingneſs, but Fear 
with a Renitency or Vnwillingneſs. Upon which conſiderati- 
on was it, that Ariſtorleconcluded him exceeding ftupid and 
ridiculous, who, having vitiated his friends wife, ſhould for ex- 
cuſe prerend , that he was conſtrained to that perfidious and 
immodeſt ation by the violent temptation of pleaſure ; 
bur holds him excuſable who is compelled to omit an 
office of friendſhip by the prevention of ſome more confiderable 
incommodity impendent upon himſelf, fince the Neceſſity of the 
one is more violent and urgent, then the obligation of the 
other, For the more eaſy decifion of all diſputes concerning 
the more or leſs prefure of theſe kinds of Neceffity, Cicero puts 
this Caſe. Si conftitmerss te cmipiam advocatum in rem pre- 
{entemeſſe venturum ; atque interim graviter egrotare filins ca- 
perit, non ſit contra officium non facere quod dixeris; magi/que 
ille cui promi(ſſum ſit ab officio diſcedat.ſ5 ſe deſtitmtum queratnr. 

This przmiſed, we may ſafely conclude, that a ſmall and 
light fear is not to be accounted ſufficient roexcuſe a male- 
faction ; becauſe it cannot ulurp upon and countermand the 
Liberty of the Mind ; nay nor a great and ftronug fear (which is 
therefore allowed by ſome great Clerks for an excuſe, becauſe 


it may ſometimes invade and ſtagger a mind in other things con- - 


ſtant and generous) fince it cannot fo oppoſe the Liberty Ele- 
Rive, as not to leave the mind pofleſt with ſome Libency. And 
this is to be underſtood, not in reſpe& to that Evil, which is 
ſuſtained or undergone in the preſent, but to that far greater one, 
which is avoided, and in compariſon of which the leſs Evil hath 
indeed the reaſon of Good ; becauſe it is as it were the means 
whereby the greater Evil is averted or prevented, as when Mer- 
chants throw their treaſure overboard, for fear of drowning, and 
a Traveller delivers his purſe tro Robbers for fear of having his 
throate cut, Now, how far this kind of fear, which ſeems to 
neceſſitare the commiſſion of a ſmall Evil for the probable pre- 
vention of a greater , may .be extended by way of Excuſation ; 
as alſo of what ſorts thoſeevils muſt be which juſtify this fear ; 
the exacteſt and profoundeſt of Moraliſts have found it no ealy: 
matter przciſely to.determine ; chiefly becauſe according to the 


variety. 
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variety of mens Temperaments, ages, ſexes, Eqducations, Ha- 
birs &c. what is but a weak and light fear to one, may be 
great and potent to another ; but all conlent that we are to 
underſtand it to be a fear of -no leſs then Death, Mutilation, 
rorment, ſervitude, long exile, rzdious impriſonment, ternal 
diſhonour or ignominy, privation of all, or the greateſt part of 
ones eſtate, or wry, ne (and inthis particular, not in reſpe& 
of a mans ſelf only, but alſo for thoſe who depend upon him for 
remporal ſubliſtence, as wife, children, parents &c.) as alſo that 
kind of fear which is a ſpecies of Reverence, and ſuch as ma 

be ina ſubje&, in reſpeS of his Prince, ina child in reſpe& of 
his Father, ina wife in reſpe& of her husband &c. We ſaid 
that fear which ſeems to neceſſitate the commiſſion of a ſmall 
evil &c. thereby infinuating, that it only ſeems ſoto do. For, 
Trath its ſelf hath taught us, that we ought not to do evil, 
though never ſo ſmall, for prevention of another evil, though 
ne't ſogreat z andevery man knows that Fear (unleſs of doing 
Evil) is wholly hoy ty the ſociety of virtue. Which our 
lare Salomon (whom we can hardly think upon, without a 
devout Adoration of his deified part) refle&ed upon, when he 
affirmed for a Maxime of general truth, That a Coward can © 
hardly be an honeft man, And this we defire our Reader can- 
didly to accepr, as a ſufficient enquiry into the nature of mans 
Free-Will. 


CHAP. VIII. 
Of Fortune. 
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KA-ZP BY Hat this Phantſme, though of no great antiquity 
Ka [£2 ( comparatively ) hath under the diſguiſe of a 
AN "HB Reality, fo' long and ſo univerſally poſlefſed the 

BY Ret cds not only of the Y=/gar (whole rank and 
Were muddy brains are ever more fertile in the pro» 
duRion, and more favourable to the conſeryation of Araiing, 
then N31us and all Africa) but even of ſome of thoſe more cul- 
tivated Explorators of truch, who well knew the abſurdity of 
Hultiplying Entities, and pretended to examine every 1dea oc- 
curring to the mind, whether ic had an exemplar, or prototype 
in real Exiſtence ; that ſo, though they could not attain to a full 
cognition of the diltin&t Eſſences, or ſimple Forms of Objedts, 
they might at liſt acquire an aſſurance ef their Reality, or Being 
in rerum nathra : this, we fay, ſeems to us no contemprible Ar- 
gument, that the Venome of the Forbidden Fruit hath a ſtronger 
and more infatuating operation upon the poſterity of Adam, in 
the old age of the world, then ir had in its youth and midle age ; 
. and that the /## in the - Microcoſme hath tufferd a greater and 
more demonſtrable decay of Splendor, Clarity, and Influence, 
then Bodin (method, Hiſtor.cap8.) out of Copernicas, Reinaldns, 
and Sradins, hath affirmed that in the Macroco/me to have 
ſuſtained, and confeſſed by its neerer app:oach to the Earth, and 
more Southerly inclination, fince the daies of Prolomie, For 
(firſt)though Simplicins (2, phy fic. comment. 39.) hath a certain 
obſcure tradition, that Orphexs ingaged in the expedition of the 
Argonauts, compoſed a yotive Hymne to this Fairy Queen, 
which was afterward inſerted into the idolatrous Liturgie of the 
Pp ;  Delovbtiz» 


Article 1. 
TheAntiquicy 
and "vn; wad | 
of Fortune. 
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Delphian Apollo, together with whom ſhe was ſolemnly invoca- 
ted : yet hath, Macrobins,, much the better Antiquary of the 
two. faithfully obſerved (5- Satarn. tb.) that ſhe was, if not 
unborn, yet unnamed in Homers time ; ſubjoyning as a reafon 
chereof, quod priſcts illis temporibus omnia, quz fierent, referr; 
ad Deos Authores ſolerent ; that more ſimple and intelligent 
Antiquity uſed to referre all events to the wiſe procuration ofihe 
Gods. Which is evidence ſufficient, that Forr*xe could not 
mount up to an Apotheoſss, till the world grew into its Dotage, 
and man ſunk a whole ſphear below thar'of his Anceſtors fimpli- 
city and knowledge. And (2) that, whenever ſhe was borne, 
and. whoeyer was her Father, yet: Ignorance was her Aother ; 
befides the convincing Auchorxity of- our own Reaſon, we have 
thar of the. impartial Cicero, in theſe words : Stultities, Error, 
Cacitar & Ignoratio rerun atque 6auſarnum , Fortune nowen 
primo imduxifſe, certum eſt. And ſomuch the moe of weight 
may. this Argument bear,by how much the more manifeſt a Con- 
tradition they incur, who have either — or advanced 
her reputatien-; for thoughino- ohe among thoſe many Writers, 
who —_ profeſiedly treated: of her Nature and Power, hath 
denyed her extraQon from, and:neceflary dependence upon that 
accurſed Beldam, /gyorance : yethaye moſt agreed, that ſhe is 
ſomthing more then Nowmer inane, a meer and empty Name, or 
Chimera ; and ſome allowed her the dignicy of a conſiderable 
| T»fiuence upon: the ations of Man; nay, others have gon fo 
farr as to cxalt her virtue to competition with Providence Di- 
vine, and conſigned her a throne among the Cauleſtral Deities, as 
_ 16 intimated:inthar yerſe of Fwvenal (Satyr. x14.) 
Ce ſed te 

Nos facimus Forttna Dtam, celoque hcamns. And 
this briefly concerning the Antiquiry and Geneadogie of this 
Nothing. 
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Asfor the full deſcription of her Nature, or more properly, 
what Kind of Ativiry the chietelt Philo/ophers have allowed 
her, and to what ks of Cauſes referred her ; this we cannot 
ſo ſatisfactorily preſent by any other way, as by a ſhort Com. 
memoration, and zquitable Collation of their ſeyeral Definsrions 


of her. 
Plutarch (1.placit.29.) makes Platoto have defined her thus; 


Fortuna eft cauſa ex accidenti, & conſequens inopinato in in, 


que conſilio fiunt, Fortune is a Cauſe by Accident, and un- 
expectedly ſuperyenienc in thoſe actions, which are deliberately 


and upon conſultation performed : and Ariſtorle thus ; Fortuna 


eft cauſſa per accidens in its, que res alicujm gratia, appetitts 
movente, fiunt, eaque incerta & inftabilis ; Fortune is an Acci- 


dental (yea and an uncertain and inftable) cauſe, intereſting it ſelf . 


in thoſe a&tions, whichare done by an Agent, upon the incitement 
of irs Apperite, in order to its conſequurion of an objet. Which 
words, indeed, ſeem to comprehend, in Epitomy, all that the 
Philoſopher (in 2. phy fic« cap. 5.) intended in his more prolix de- 
ſcription of Fortune;abating only this, that he there confines her 
concernment only m7; Sy outer; , rebus Contingentibus, to 
EffeQts purely Contingent, i.e. ſuch as may, or may not come to 
paſs, andre therefore of dubious or uncertain eyent. To explain 
this.they exemplify in him, who digging in the earth, with no 
other defigne, but to plant a tree, found a great Treaſure, of 
which he neyer thought : for ( ſay they ) the Invention of the 
Treaſure is an effect by Accident,j.e. eyenient aboye the hopes and 
befides the intention of him thar digged ; and ſo the Digger in- 
ſomuch as he is Can/a per ſe of the digging, is allo Caſa per 
accidens of the invention of the Treaſure. Such an Accidental 
Canſe, therefore, doe our Phils rs call Forruxe : and the 
Event it elf, viz. the invention of the creaſure, they call Rem 
fortuiram, a Fortuitons Effet. But whereas Arif. hath fre- 
quently adyertiſed, that Fortune (7 wy lw) and Chance (73 aunt 
way) are different each from other in this, that Forewwe is pro« 
per only to things done by Cauſes, whoſe aRivity is Arbitrary ; 
and Chaxce common both to fach, and alſo Inenimate or meer 
| Pp 2 . Spontaneous 


Article 2, 
Platoand Arif. 
theirDeſcripti- 
ons of Fortune, 
examined, and 
illuſtrated: and 
3 Concluſions 
inferred there- 
upon, 
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Spontaneous Cauſes ( as whena ſtool falls, and breaks a Glaſs.) 
& conſequently that all Fortune is Chance, but not every Chance 
Fortune : hence may we obſerve, that he would have atwell For- 
tune, as Chance to belong to the claſſis of Contingents, and that 
all Contingents belong to the clafſis of Poſivles. More exprelsly, 
that ſince among Poſſivles ſome are ſuch, as that their Event can- 
not be interdifted, impeded, or countermanded, as this, the ſun 
cannot be hindred from riſing again to morrow morn ; and others 


| ſuch, whoſe eyent is not neceſ{ary, as this, ts not neceſſary,though 


poſſible, that it ſhould raine to morrow at ſun riſing ; therfore is 
i: manifeſt, that a Poſſible of the firſt ſort, is the ſame with that 
whichis called Neceſſariam, abſolutely Neceflary, or ſuch whole 
Contrary is purely Impoſſible; and of the /ecod fort, the fame 
with that which is called Contingens, meerly Contingent, or of 
an uncertain eyent, ſuch whoſe Contrary is zqually poſſible. 
Further, in reſpec that the meer Contingency, or Ambigaity of 
any Event muſt be founded on this, that either ſome Liberty in- 
terveneth, by reaſon whereof that which otherwiſe would come 
to paſs, doth not ; or that which otherwiſe would not have come 
to paſs, doth ; or ſome other Cauſe. interpoſeth, which beſides 
its proper deſtination and the yr tag concurle of cer- 
tain other things, efteteth that ſome eyent, which, otherwile 
would, doth not come to pals, or that ſome event, which o- 
therwiſe would not, doth come to paſs: hence is it manifeſt, that 
this Poſterior kind of Contingency,is in the general that, w* men 
call Chance ;, and if it beeipecially in Mar, beſides or beyond 
whoſe intention any Effet eyeneth, then is it what they call 
Fortune : unleſs that ſomtimes they confonnd both theſe, and 
then *cis indifferent whether the event be referred either. to For- 
tune, or Chance. 

However, we perceive ( refighing upon the former Example) 
fince the Double EffeR, viz. the digging of the earth, and the in- 
vention of the treaſure,, had+bur- one: {ingle Cauſe, yiz. the man 
that digged. : that,for this.xeaſon, the Digger may juſtly enough. 
be ſayd tobe Cas/a per ſe, in reſpet of the one, and per accidens 
in reſpedt of the other, To which we may add this, that ſince 
in.EffcAs.meerly Natural., one. and the ſame thing may be both 
Fortune 


— 
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Fortane and Natare, or a Natural Cauſe : therefore Gaſſendus 
had yery good reaſon to juſtifie Epicaras in this particular, that 
he made Fortune and Nature no more then /y1onoma's, figni- 
fying one and the lame thing in Reality. 


Now though common Enquirie may goe away ſatisfied with 
this pauſible Adumbration of Fortune ; yet cannot a profound 
and more ocular Scrutiny be terminated therein : for the Example 
introduced to explain it, comes largely ſhort of a requiſite Ade- 
quation ; inſomuch as no rational man can appoſitely _ 
accept either him that digged , or his Attion of digging , for 


Article 3. 
T heir Anato- 
my of her Na- 
ture, deficient : 
& a more per- 
fe& one prax- 
ſented. 


all that's comprehended under that obſcure notion of Fortune. - 


Wherefore, omitting the conſideration of Res Fortnita, or the 
Event, which is moſt frequently apprehended for Fortune it ſelf 
or the cauſe of that inſperate event ; 'let us underſtand Fortune 
to be, ſuch a concurſe of various Cauſes, made without all mu- 
tual conſultation , or precogitate conſpiracy betwixt them, as 


that from thence doth follow an Event ,or fortwitons Effet, which 


neither all the Canſes contyrrent, nor ſome of them, nor eſpecialy 


he to whom the Event happens, ever in the leaſt meaſure inten- 


ded, on could expe. Now, according to the tenor of this Defi- 


finition, in regard to the fortuitous Inyention of a treaſure, is re-- 
quired not only the Perſon, who digg's and finds it ; bur allo he, . 
who firſt digg'd and hidit ; it isno obſcure nor controyertible 
truth, that Fortune, or the Cauſe by Accident of the inyention of 
the treaſure, is the Concurſe both of the Occultation and Effo(-- 
fion thereof, in that particular-place. We ſayd, without mutual. 
Conſultation, and beſides the intention of any or all' the Cauſes 
concurrent ; thereby intimating, that though one or more of the 


Cauſes may have haply intended that eyent :- yetnevertheleſs tis. 


properly and abſolutely Fortune, in relation tgthat Cauſe, which 
intended it not. Thus if any man, who foreknowes, or at leaſt 
conjectures, that ſuch a Perſon will come and digg in ſuch a 
place, doth there hide treaſure, to the end that the other may find 
it: inthiscaſe,in reſpe& ro him that hid it, the Invention of the 


treaſure is not a Fortuitous Effet ; but in reſpe& to him, who. 


unexpectedly finds it, it is, Thus was it not altogether For- 
Pp. 3 FHILOMS- 
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rwitons in reſpeRt of Nitocres, what hapncd at the Violation of 
his Tomb ; in regard he prelumed that, in proceſs of time, there 
would be lome King or other, who invited by this promiſing In- 
ſcription ["/f any of my Succeſſor, the Kings of Babylon, ſhall 
want mony, let him break open ths Sepulchre, and thence take 

what may ſupply bis wants ; but on mo Condition, anleſs his 

wants be real, let him attempt © : for it ſhall redound to his no 
[wale detriment. | would openit : bur yet, in reſpect to Darins, 

thatin ſtead of mony he therein found this deriding Engravement 

[ Had'ft not thou bin inſatiable with riches, and covetous of ſor- 

did Inere ; thow wouldſt not have thus prophaned the Aſhes of 
thy Predeceſſors, and ranſack't the ſacred Dormitory of the 

Dead, ] this was meerly Fortaitows. And thus alſo, though 

Democritns hath pleaded hard to free Fortune from having any 

hand in the incomparable Death of good old e£/chylas; — 
why becaule his bald pate, being miſtaken by a volant Eagle for 
a White ſtone in the field, was the cauſe why the Eagle drop't a 
Tontois perpendicular thereupon: yet, had we bin of the Jury, 
we ſhould have found her gwlty of the Murder ; ( 1 ) in reſpe&t 
of the Poer, fince that ſad event was beſides his intention, he at 
the ſame time having withdrawn himſelf from the Town-, for 
fear of being deſtroyed ( — to the tenor of the Aftrologers 
predi&ion) by thefall of an haute, nor could he poſſibly foreſee 


_ that prodigious miſchance impendent : (2) in reſpect of the 


Eagle, who drop't not 'the Tortois with purpoſe $0 brain the 
Poet, but to break its ſhell, thar ſo he might come ar his prey, the 
fleſh thereof. However, we are willing, becauſe, in truth, we 
ought to acknowledge, that if we regard the height or punCtilio 
of her Propriety, Fortune # chiefly, when among all thoſe ſeveral 
Canſes, which concurr, mo one either principally, or collaterally 
intends or aimes Mt that Event, which unexpettedly ſucceeds 
#pon that their conenrſe + of which we havea moſt illuſtrious 
and competent Example in the Dilatation of the death of So- 
crates, a day beyond thertime prefixt by his Judges, for the Exe- 
cution of their Sentence upon him ; as Platarch (de Fats) bath 


przciſely obſerved. 
We 


l— 
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We have it from the penof that oraculous Secretary of Nature, Article 4. 

Dr Harvey, thathe never diflected any Animal, but he always Fortune, no- 
diſcoverd ſomthing or other more then he expected, nay then eyer thing but a 
he thought on before; ſo ufeful & infinite im variety is the Magna 11 blog wa 
Charta of Nature : and perhaps ſome of our Readers may here on in z Con. 
have occaſion torfay as much of this our DifleRion of Fortwne ; coarſe of natural 
for while we have exerciſed our thoughts in the exploration of Cauſes, reſpe- 
her Nature, we have unexpectedly found that, if conſidered pey 9- ws nd for- 
ſe & revera, ſhe hath no nature ac all, i.e. thas 5» Reality ſhe rs OG 
nothing. For, when we have abſtraſted all thofe Cauſes in the 
Concurfe, which a& per ſe, or by natural yirtue:; there remains 
' no more but a meer Privation or Negation of all Prznotion in 
the concurrent Cauſes of that, particular Concurle, and alſo of the 
intention and: expectation of the ſubſequent Eyent :. nor cats that 
unprzmeditate Concurſe of Cauſes be rightly accounted the Cauſe 
of the Fortuirous Eycnt,, by any mecxer relation then that which 
Philoſophers have termed Conditio five qua non. Since, a8 the 
Admotion of any combuſtible body to Fire, may .be ſayd to be 
the Cauſe of its combuſtion, in-this reſpe& only, that it was Con- 
ditio ſine qua non, Or,if than Admotion had not przceded, the 
combuſtion had not ſucceded: fo alſo cannot that Cencurle of 
Cauſes, from which any Fortuicous Event doth. reſult unexpe- 
Redly, be ſayd to be the Caule thereof, in any other reſpe&t but 
this, that it was Conditio fine" quia no#,, I. C, if that Concurſe of 
Cauſes had not przceded,, that. Event had-not. ſucceded, though 
not one of tholt Caule s ivthe ſmgleenergy of irs nature, nor alÞ 
in confederacy eyer any way imended it ; the Analogy betrwixe 
theſe two caſes ſtanding faire and full in all points, 


Again ,foralmuch as this iudehiberate Syndrome or Combina- Article 5. 
tion of Cauſes, is always #xcertain and yarious, the Cauſes be- Fpicurus com- 
ing neither ele&ed, nor corineRted, nor managed by any Proyi- mended, for il. 
dence of their own : we cannot in;juſtice bur applaud the wary luſtrating the 
I . , - | | EY mnſtability and 
judgment of Epicarss wn this, that hecalled Fortune, dovauny uncertainty of 
@1TiIay apoon mls, ypovors> Toms" 4 Canſe inftable in Perſons, Formune. 
Times, and Manners ;which-is #quiyalent to this, that fiace ſhe 

, 1s 
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is a Cauſe of uncertain and indeterminate influence, none but 
Fools can hops that this Chamzleon ſhould conſtantly appear in 
: the ſame colours, or wear the fame Countenance, 
\ SHIP 
Article 6. | Nor is he leſs to' be commended for his, # 5 lu *re ey, 
Her Indivinily Cave'nt habeas Fortiinam Deans ( apud Diogen, Laert. Epiſt. ;. 
manifeſted : & , : | 
how ſhe came ©P10970 conſcripta.) endeayovrs to degrade Fortune from her 
by her Drifica= imaginary Divinity,” and deride the egregious folly of her ſo- 
tron. Jemne Worſhip ; for lo great is the imbecillity of yulgar minds, 
that what they doe not well comprehend, they not only immo.. 
derately admire, but ſupetſticioufly revere, as ſomthing wholly 
Divine, and as farr aboye Nature, as it ſeems above their Capaci- 
ty : and undoubtedly mans Ignorance of the prayious Conſpi- 
racy of Accidentaly concurrent Cauſes, from which any. Event 
extraordinary and ſuperintentional doth emerge ; firſt przyailed 
upon him to inveſt Fortune in ſuch a ſpecious diſguiſe , under 
which he might, with leſs diſhonour to his owne Intelle&tuals, 
adyance her to the reputation of a Deity, and adore her. Tis 
more then probable, that men did not, at her firſt Canonization, 
either much care for, or enquire intothe condition and extent of 
her Power ; and eyident, that wheti ſhe began to be cryed up for 
producing ſtrange Effects in the tranſactions of the world , and 
by a kind of imperveſtigable ſuperintendency to diſpoſe the ati- 
vity of Natural Cauſes to the indu&tion of Events above or be- 
fide their proper and' Cuftomary Deſtinations : then began the 
Vulgar to think themſelves concerned in the conciliation of her 
fayour, and early atonement of her diſpleaſure ; and ſo by thoſe, 
to whom ſhe ſeemed friendly and proſperous, was ſhe accounted 
a Good and Propitions Numen, and to thoſe, to whom ſhe appea- 
red Inclement and Adyerſe, an Evil and Malevolent one. And 
hence (the Error, like Rivers, ſtill enlarging) were ſtately and 
magnificent Temples eredted for her popular and ſolemne Ado- 
ration, and ſeycral I»ſcriptions reſpetiye to that particular At- 
tribute, which her fond Voraries conceived moſt eminent in her, 
or moſt adyantagious to themſelyes, ingrayen in capital letters on 
their Porches ; ſuchas'Aza%9 yn ( one of which I have ſeen at 
the-houſe of that ingenious BenefaQor to Antiquaries,M* Yerno7, 
in Eſſex 
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in Eſſex, with no ſmall coſt and difficulty digged up in a field 
neer Smyrna, and together with many other yery antique Mo- 
numents brought by Fm into England) Male Fortune, Aver- 
runce, Blande, Calve, Vitree, Equeſtri, Fallaci, Anree, 5c. 
a large catalogue of which Appellations we may read in P1;»y 
(1ib. 2 cap.7.)Platarch (lib, de Fortuna Romanoram.) and Na- 
ralis Comes (lib, 4. Mytholog. cap. 9.) This Pliny, with ſome 
indignation at the ridiculous delirium of che world inthe Deift- 
cation of this Non-extity, takes ample notice of in theſe words : 
Toto mundo, & lotis omnibus, ommbuſque horis, omnium 'voci- 
bus Fortuna ſola invocatur, una nominatar, una accuſatur, nna 
cogitatar, ſola landatar, ſola arguitur, & cum convitiis coli- 
tur ; wolubilis, 4 pleriſque vero & caca etiam exiſtimara , va= 
£4, inconſt ans, incerta, varia, indignorum fantrix : huic om- 
nia expenſa, huic omnia feruntur accepta; & in tota ratione 
mortalinm,ſola ntramque paginam facit;adeoque obnoxie ſumns 
fortis, ut Sors ipſa pro Deo fit, qua Deus probatur incertus, 


We are not ignorant (nor, in duety to the preſervation of 
their memories trom ingratefull DetraQtion, ought we to con= 
ceal) how difficult it is for any manto impeach any one Philo- 
ſopher, among thoſe many, whoſe Names or Writings have 
hitherto eſcaped the jawes of Oblivion, of this abſurd Delukon 
of aſcribing Divinity ro Fortune. For though Plato (de legibus. 
lib. 4.) hath this faying ; Deam omnia, ac ſecundum Deum 


Fortunam & T empus omnia gubernare; & Ariſtotle (2Phy/. 4. 


affirmes that ſome there were, who held, Foreanam eſſe canſam 
quidem, ſed humane menti ebſcuram ;  & Stobans (Ecleſ. Phy- 
fc. ) tells us of others, 2s partem aliquam Fortune, ex eo efſe 
Divinam cenſerent, quo quidam temere agentes optatum finem 
conſequerentur , ceteros vero prudentia mtentes optata de- 
ſtitnerent ; who opinioned, that Fortune was in ſome part Di- 
vine , for this reaſon, that ſome men, who enterprized their de- 
fignes raſhly and inconfiderately, did notwithſtanding accom- 
pliſh them ſucceſsfully, and happily atrain their ends 5 while 
others who grounded theirs upon the moſt apparent probability, 
and managed the means conducing to their procuration, with 
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Article $, 
The Nectflity 
and ule of 41. 
legorical, Sym- 


bolical, and 


Emblematical 
' Traditions, in- 
venced by the 


Aancients,. 


oceat prudence and circumipeRion, were however fooled in their 
attempts, crolt in their hopes, and fruſtrated of their purpoſes, 
by the ſuddain intervention of ſome occult impediment, which 
as no Foreca(t could diſcover, ſo no Caution prevent : yet can- 
nor all this be juſtly incerpreted any other then their wary and 
tacite Confeſſion of their Ignorance of the cryptick ways, and 
imperceptible Ends of Providence Divine ;z nor did thele great 
Book-mea {peak other then the Dialect of the Ulitecate, and 
conforme thew Expreſſions to the cuſtomary notion of the Mul- 
titude, when they-rteferred to Fortune thoſe Cantingents , 
which to the jndgement of Reaſon ſeemed to want a Natural 
Series of Caules proper for their induction, being as it were ob- 
truded upon man by a power Swpernataral, i. e. fo far above 
the przcaution of his Pradexce, as the inveſtigation of his Sapi- 
ence. And though ſome few perhaps, whoſe Curiofity was weak, 
but Superſtition trong,may be found to have contributed toward 
the propagation of this Error ; yet cannot that. in reaſon be ex- 
tended tothe attainder of the major and more judicious number 
of Philoſophers : who upon the ftricteft examination: of their 
Reliques,muſt be found guilty of no more then the continuation 
of that laudable cuſtome of their Pradeceſſors,in tranſmitting the 
moſt abftruſe and difhcule a_—_— of Science, in the more 
comprehenfible Allay of Symbelical and Emblematical tradi- 
tions ; and in this gn, what the Multitude could not 
well underftand under the Metaphyfical notion of Providence 
D4vine, diſpoſing the confederations of Natural Cauſes tothe 
production of Events either above or beſides their native and 
proper virtues, or, at leaſt, aboyerhe inveſtigation of Reaſon ; 
this they accommodated to weaker Capacities , in the eafie 
Repra ſentation of Fortune, 


We ſayd,the more comprehenſ;ble di/puiſe of Symbolical & Em- 
blematical T radittons,pecauſe,though it be commonly conceived, 
that pringvous Antiquity uſed to invent Parables and Emblems 
cather to invellope eonpran2 2 Philoſophy and ſo conceal them 
from the prophaning eyes of » then to render them 
more inmelligible : yet Parabolical and Poetical Fitions con- 

s duce 
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duce tam ad lumen & illnſtrationem, quam ad involucrum & 
velum, as well to the illuſtration of darker, as the involution of 
more evident peices of Truth ;- as the Ordipus of this laſt Cen- 
tury, the Lo, S*. Alban (in prefat. ad lib. de Sapient, Veterum) 
hath acutely obſerved. 

Nor ovght we to be fo yainly creduſous as to admit, that the 
Ancients, being berter acquainted with Simplicity and Bene- 
volence, then Fraud and Envy, would expoſe their names to 
infamy, and the juſt execration of ſucceeding Ages, by drawing 
a curtain of Alegories, Symboliſms, and Simulitudes, betwixt 
theeyes of Poſterity , and the naked glories of Verity ; there- 
by to detain them in the moſt horrid darkneſs of Ignorance : 
eſpecially while tis manifeſt, that ſuch was the rudeneſs of the 
Theerate in thoſe blinder times, when Conremplation was 2c- 
comnted inglorious Idlenefs, and AtHon the only end of life, 
thar moſt were either incapable of , or impatient of the flndy 
requiſke to lean any thing, which was not reduced down to 4 
familiarity with Senſe; and —_—_ that the profeſſors 
of Science had nv other way left to infinnate the Maximes, 
and fecret Conchifions in phyſtology, mto the narrow minds of 
their Scholars, but by the mediation of their Senſes affeted 
with Corporeal Repreſentations, Which is allo the reaſon, why 
Hieroglyphicks were rruch more ancient then Leveers; and 
Parables then Arguments. 


Now, that the Philoſophers Deſcription of Fortune was only 
Emblematical ; needs no other remonſtrance, but this of Pacu- 
vins (apnd Anth. lib, 2. ad Herennium) 


Fort unam in{anam eſe, th cacam,gbrutam perhibent Philoſophi, 
Saxoque illam inſtare globoſo predicant wolubilem , 

Ideo, quo ſaxum impulerit Fors, cadere ev Fortunam autumant, 
Cacam pb eamrem eſſe iterant,qmod nihil cernat,qus ſeſe applicer: 
Inſanam antem aiunt, quia atrox ; incerta, inftabiliſq; (it : 
Brutam, quia dignum atque indigmm negat interneſcere. 
Philoſophers paint Fortzxe , mad and blind, 

Fix*t on a Globe reyoly'd by every wind 
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Article 10, 
As alto the 
Images of 
Fortune fra- 
med by Pain- 
fers, and Sta- 
LUAYIES. 


Of Caſualty : importing her to fall, 

Where Chance conyerts her whirling pedeſtall, 
Her eyes vaild oyer with the skarf of Night ; 
*Caule ſhe doth ne*re diſtinguiſh wrong from right. 
F rantique , becauſe Unconltant, Giddy, Cruel 
To him, atnight, who was, at morn, her Jewel, 
Irrational, *cauſe ſhe doth ne're ele, 

By merit, whom to grace, whom diſreſpeR, 


Nor had thoſe ingenious Painters and Statuaries , whole 
happy Fancies invented an Alphabet of Things, and compoled 
a filent language of Figares, intelligible by the eye, to expreſs 
the ſeyeral attributes of Fortune ; any other defign, then = Pl 
pleaſant affeQation of the Sexſe (the only Criterion of illiterate 
Heads) to offer a gentle violence to the mind, and by a moſt 
familiar way of information , condu&t the captived thoughts 
through the labyrinth of the myſtery, to an eaſy and durable 
perception of the Demtersſcope, or Mythological intention, 
Thus the Scythians, as Piccolominens (in 8. gradu Philoſoph. 
Moral.) relateth, had an Image of Fortune without feec ; 
ſenſibly intimating , that the Goods of Fortune muſt be. be- 
holding to the leggs of Virtue , to ſupport them in the con- 
ſtant benignity of their nature; z.e. they fall ro the ground, 
and periſh in a depraved uſe, unleſs they be managed by Pru- 
dence. Thus the Smyrneans, as Pauſanias (lib. 4. Meſcenico- 
rum, Page 178.) _ recorded, had a ſtarue of Fortune, -like 
Atlas, ſupporting the Pole with one hand, and holding in the 
other the Amalthzan Horn, or Copia Corns : incuitively im- 
porting the Uaiverſality of her Empire, and that Riches are 
rather ſhowred down on the headsof Mortals, by the free 
bounty of Providence Divine , then colle&ei1 by the hands of 
Human Induſtry ; which had I beheld, I ſhould inſtantly 
have refle&ed upoa that obſervation of Salomon (Eccleſ. 9. 
verſ, 11.) That the race is not to the ſwift, nor- the battell to 
the ſtrong, neither yet bread to the wiſe, nor yet riches to men 
of Underſtanding, nor yet favonr to men of hill ; but Tims, 
and Chance happeneth alike to all. Thus others , pourtraying 
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her beſtcidino a Serpent ; would have the Spe&aror intuitively 
underſtand from the theory of that Expreſs; that Fortune holds 
the bridle to Human Prudence, and can at pleaſure counter- 
mand the profoundeſt Policy. And others, by repreſenting her 
riding on a running Horſe, laſh'c on by Fate, which treads up- 
on his heeles; tacitely inſtru the beholder, that Fortune muſt 


at laſt be overtaken, and vanquiſht by Deſtiny, To conclude, 


a copious liſt of many the like Emblematical and Symbolical 
Idols of Fortune, together with their ſeveral Significations.and 
Mythologies ; the ranging pen of Bernhardus Cefins (de Mi- 
neral, lib. 2.cap. 5. Sef.12,) bath. colle&ted, and exhibited 
together in one ſheet : and therefore we ſhould defraud the 
Curioſity of our Reader,not to remit him thither for more ample 
Satisfaction, | 


Now from a review of this diſquifition jnto the nature of For- 
rune, tis obvious to the meaneſt capacity that if we reſpe& onl 
the Prenotion and Expettation of human Reaſon, then none 
the moſt przciſe in Chriſtianity can juſtly quarrel at the -cuſto- 
mary uſe of the Notion: but if we reſpeCt the influcnce.and diſpo- 
fition of Providence Divine extended to all occurences in the 
world ; then none but the moſt barbarous, or Atheiſtical Igno- 
rance dare defend it, Which diſtinCtion the learned Spondanus 
(3n Comment, in Homer 11iados libr. 7, pag. 123.) hath more 
fully and elegantly delivered thus; 1inime audiendi ſunt, qui 
ſortium diſpenſationem fortuitam eſſe dicunt. 2uod Ego tamen 
admitto, ſj Homines tantum ſpeftaverss : ſedille etiam ex Pro- 
videntia Dei omnino pendent. Eo ſenſu etiam accipiendum eſt 
nomen Fortune ; que enim confilio humano non fiunt, canſam 
quoad nos non habent : ſed illa omnino Deas regit & moderatur.. 
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8/2 IE.15S not unknown to the meaneſt in the Com. 
monweale of Learning, that noleſs then an 


- 1 Dg B Agecan ſuffice to the obſervant le&ure of 
EY that Vatican of Books compoſed by Philoſo« 


ers of all times, concerning this perplexi 
| 4X: _ there bem oe Dir TI 
bating thoſe , which rhe kindneſs of Time hath ſabftiracted) 
now extant therenpon, then any other ſabjeR, that ever exer- 
ciſed the covirations and pens of Scholars : us nuuſt be ac« 


PC 


| knowledged by any, who hath furveyd the ſingular Tatrophi- 


lological Treatife of that judicious Parifian, Gabriel N andere, 
fe F ato eo Vite Termino. Bur yer, ſuch hach bin the fingular 
fortune of Fate, thart it hath obtained an exemption from that 
oeneral Experiment, T ot ſentenriz, quot Anrhyres : there being 
found , upon a juſt audit of them all, fewer Opinions then 
Books concerning it; nay, what is one degree of wonder 
higher, a diligent ſcrutiny may ſoon explore, that they all fall 
under the comprehenſion of only 7 wo Catholique Heads ; ſome 
underſtanding Fate to be Aliquid Divinum ; a certain power 
Divine, and the reſt, Aliquid mere Natarale, a certain Con- 
Nitution merely Natural. 

In the Claffis of thoſe, who have conceived Fate to be a 
Divine Power, the higheſt ſeat belongs to the P/atomſt and 
Stoick, ; according to whoſe doQrine, methodized and _ 

marie 
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maried by Platarch (lib. de Faro) we may conſider it in a 
twofold Notion. | | 


Firſt, @5 #912, ut Subſtantia, as a Subſtance, In which ſenſe 
it is accepted for God Himſelf, or that ſempirernal Reaſon, or 
eftabliſh't mechod, according to whoſe tenor He hath przordai- 
ned and diſpoſed All things in the World, and fo conneCted 
Cauſes tro Cauſes, that all Events whatever, Ardicrary and 
Fortuitous, individually depend upon, and indeclinably reſult 
from that ſubalternace Series, or Complication of Efficients, 
For thus Plats (in Timao) one while affirmesthat Fate is 5p/a 
Anima 1undi, the very Soul of the Univerſe ; and: another 
while, Nature Vniverſs eterna ratio ac lex, the eternal reaſon 


Article 2, 
What the Pla- 
toniſt and$toich 
meant by Fate, 
conſidered 
(a5 vai) as 4 
{ub(tancs.. 


and law of Nature: and thus allo both Zexo and Chryſippus 


are cited by P /utarch (in 1. placit. 28.) as defining Fate to be, 
Vis [pirituals, ac Ratio ordins unverſa gubernans, a Spiritual 
Power, and conflitution governing. All things according'to an 
ordet ecernally prxcogitate and przdecreed. Andall the reft 
of the Stoical Family, as well generally quoted by Diogenes 
Laertins , as Panetins and Poſſidenins (atleaſt, if He be the 
true Father of that Book, de A41#ndo, vulgarly conterived to 
Ariſtotle, out of which: the text is extracted) quoted by Srobe- 
4s (Ecl. Phyſic.) have unanimouſly held, thar Fate was the 
fame with God, Jupiter, and x Umverſal Mens. To 
whom we may juſtly affociate Seneca allo, who, (in 4. de Bene- 
fic. & 2. Natural, Queſt. 45.) ſayth, indownright terms; 
/ Fatam, Fovem dixers, non mentierss : if you pleale-to afferc 
that Jupiter and Fate are one and the ſame thing, you ſhall 
ſpeak the truth. Hence comes it, that though: Poers ſometimes 
refer all events to the procuration-of J-pirey ; and ſomerimes 
again'to Fare: yet may nortthe niceſt Critick-impeach them” of 
Inconſtancy or Contradiction ; ſince thoſe Terms differ only in 
the ſound, not in the notion; /as fignifying one and the ſame 
Evernal Principle , diſpoſing the virtues and confpirations of 
all ſecond Cauſes to the opportune effefting of Events, | de- 
fioned by it ſelf, and ſo made indeclinable. Thus Homer, 
incroducing Agamemnon as pleading his excuſe for being 

| inſtrumental. 
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mologica] rea- 


inſtrumental tro a misfortune , makes him. incriminate upon 
Fate and 7upiter at once, in theſe words : 


LES | 


Ew S' #4 arms Upu» 
0 ! Pp " on 
Att Zevs, % Moigy 
Non Ego Canſa 2 
Verum Jupiter (> Fatum, 


— --- 


Secondly, as *Evigyuie, ut Attur, as an AF, according to 
which Acceptation, we may underſtand Fate, partly to be 5pſum 
Dei decretum , the very Decree or abſolute Command of God, 
whereby He hath determined all Events to Neceſſity of Futu- 
rition ; from whence the Latin word, Fatwm, importing a 
Decree pronounced, is by Grammarians derived: and partly, 
ipſum ordinem,: ſeriem, vel concatenationem Canſarum, in natu- 
ra flatutam.; the order, ſeries, or ſubalternate - concatenation 
of Cauſes, according to whoſe przſctipt tenor all Eyents pre- 
deſtined come to pals, in refpe& to the Decree pronounced, 
For thus much may be colle&ted from that Definition of Fate 
aſcribed to Plato by Platarch (de Fato) viz. et lex Adraſtee, 
the law of Divine Juſtice, conſigning to every thing , what is 
convenient tO its nature, and which no. man can eJude , or in- 
fringe : but more perſpicuouſly from that notorious one of Chry- 
fippus,, Fatum eſt ſcempiterna quedam ac inaeclinabilss ſeries 
rerum, & catenavolvens ſemetipſam, & implicans per aternos 
conſequentie ordines, ex quibus . adapta, connexaque eſt , 
which we have formerly introduced, and interpreted, in our 
Chap. concerningthe Aebility of the term of mans life, To 
which, for more aſſurance, we = annex the reſpeRiye fionifi- 
cation and importance of each of thoſe various Appeliarives, 
which the Stoicks have accommodated to Fate, For they haye 
named it (1) Eipaguiry, becauſe *tis a conneRted ſeries , or 
ſubalternately-dependent ſyntax of Cauſes and EffeRs : 
(2) Tlempopiry, becauſe it inyolyes and contains All things in 
that defaniteand invariable concatenation : (3) 'Areyxy, becauſe 
all Events are the Neceſſary deſignations thereof ; or, becauſe it 
ſc]f is alfo under the ſame refiraint of an immutable definition - 


(4) 
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(4) *Adgdua; becauſe no attempt can preyail to an alteration 

infringement of its tenor : (5) Ala, becauſe it is a Conftirution 

Eternal : (6) Niuwns, becauſe it isa diſtribution made toevery 

Individual : (7) ypeey, becauſe it comprehends whatever is, by 

Conſignation, due to eyery man : ($) Kip, becauſeasthe ori- 

ginal, ſo alſo the Difſolucion of all things is ſubjeQto- its ap- 

pointment : Moipe, Parca, becauſe it 1s the peculiar Lot or 

Portion deſtined to every man. Bur as for this zquivyocal De= 

nominative, Parca ; inſomuch as itnot onely determineth the 

ſtate of all other things in general, bur alſo the Life of man in 

ſpecial, quafs Nendo, asit were by ſpinning out a thread of 

commenſurate longitude : thereupon did Hefod (in Theogn..) 

dichotomize it into three diftin& ſpecies ; viz. (1) "Argome, 

in reſpe& to the Irrevocability of time paſt, which exaQtly re- 

ſembleth a thread already ſpun, and wound upon the reel or 

fuze; (2) Kawle, in reſpe& to the Decurrent, or Preſent 

time, which reſponds to a thread now in twiſting, in the hand 

of the Spinſter, (3) Adysarx, inreſpeR to the Future, or Lot 

yet remaining behind to every man, which holds an analogie to- 

Flax not yet ſpun off the diſtafs Which is. the Summarie of 

Peſſidonins (de mundo) and Apuleins (10. de repwb.) their 

Mychologie of the ingenious Figment of the Three Fatal Siſters. Knicks x: 
The ſecond 

Claſsis of\ Phi-- 


loſophers, who: 

g = CT. I RET 
Fate. to be a: 
Confſticution 


N the other Claſis of Philoſophers, who have apprehended ,...1, nawat 
Fate to be Res pure Naturalis, > Conſtitution meerly (abdividedinco- 
Nataral, deyoyd of all Divinity, nor dependent upon any eter- 2 diſtin&Seds; 
" nal Decree ; we finda ſubdivifon of two different Sefts. For, %% 1) thoſe- 
(1) Some -haye propoſed to themſelyesa Series of Natural Muang, 
Cauſes, ſo barmoniouſly adapted and linked together by. mutual g myvicability 
reyin&ion , that. the poſterior being cont ally ſuſpended on of Fare; (z) 
and moyed by the precedent, yerformie their operations come thoſe who de- 
 pulſively, 5. e., they cannot. but. do/, what they do: ſo that Fndthe Foſſt- 
| thereby is inferred a Neceſſity fo abloluc, chat ic admits of eve 1 fred dnt 
. | of T fon;. F 
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ther Evaſion , nor oppokicion z ſuch a necalfity, as.would be no 
whit. inferior. to the Stoicks Lex  Adamaniina, or Adraſtea, 
formerly mentioned; if this only difference be allowed, that ac- 
cording to that, Fate. would be a Chain of Cauſes conſtituted 
by God ; bur accordirgto this, a ſubalcernate ſeries of Cauſes, 
whoſe Conſtitution, reciprocal concatenation, and eternal dy- 


ration are made by, and dependent upon ir /e/f, and: is therefore 


no leſs Neceflary and Invariable then the other. And 

(2) Others have, indeed, likewiſe allowed a Series of natu- 
ral Cauſes murually complicated ; but yer have they reputed, 
that the Inferior Cauſes in this chainare not ſo. dependent upon, 
nor commoved by the Superior, but that may be impeded 
from doing thoſe things, which by the impulte. of theic inhzrenc 
Efficiency , and-without the intervention of any impediment, 
otherwiſe they would have done. 4{mpeded, we ſay, by things 
purely Contingent , or Counter Agents. endowed with, ' and 
uſmg the Arbitrary Liberty of their Will. 


/ The Coryphes, or Leaders of this Set of Philoſophers, were 
Heraclitus, Empedocles, Lencippus, Parmenides, and (who 
cook the right hand of all the others) Democritus ; as we have 
found upon the liſt of Cicero (de Faro.) For, albeic the Founda- 
tion of his Phyſiologie was the ſame with that of Epicurns. 
Formirofattum eſſe mundum, that the Univerle was made by 
Chance, which Hypotheſis we have formerly explained, exa- 
mined, and exploded : yet did He ſftrenuouſly endeyour to im- 
poſe thereupon this diſagreeing ſuperſtrufture, Fato omnia fiers, 


- that all things are effe&ed by Fare ; confounding two moſt con= 


trary Notions, meer Contingency, and inclutable Neceſsity. 


If any demand, how we'can juſtify this our ' Accuſation of 
Democritns ; we an{wer, that it may be genuinely collected 
from hence : thar it was his opinion, that Forgxwe is nothing 
el{e in reality but Natwre, and that Nature is bound, by her 
owa adamantine laws, to-do what ſhedoth, in' all particulars, 
For the Firſt of theſe 'pofitions, 'that Natzre and Fortune ave 
Tdentical;we cannot much diſputerfince allthe Artributes-oF For- 

| | eunc 
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rune are bur ſhrreptitious; and uſurped from Nature; nor.doth 
Fortune, in a meer philoſophical Senſe,” impert more then 
Mans /gnorance inthe Di bots of many Effects, which Nature 
produceth,. or are at leaft produced by natural means, For the 
Second, that Natere is irs own Fate, or, more - expreſly, that 
Nature being only a conſtitution of Cauſalitits reſuking from 
Chance, or from a fortuitous diſpofition and ſetlement -of the 
Univerſal Martter,in that Figure the ad{ſpeRtableWorld now bea- 
rech ; doth neceffitate her ſelf to the cauſation of all things : 
this He hath conceived inferrible from this proceſs of realon.. 
Atoms ( faith He, apud Magnenum ) being the Catholigque 
Principle, of which Jl things 'confiſt, have an ingeitite-or -con- 
natural Motive Faculty eſſentially inhzrent ; by. the unceſſagr 
adtivity whereof they are perpecually agitated or commoyed: 
and all things, by coaleſcence compeſed 'of Atoms, cannot but 
conforme to the fame motions, by whictr their principles are- 
commoyed. And fithence ſome Arorus tending one way, -are 
by the occurſe and juftlingof others diverted to another courſe ;. 
'both the Diverting and Diverted from the dire& line of their 
native tendency, cannot bur obſerve, continue and purſue thoſe 
neceſſary motions. By the ſame reaſon, ſome bodies, compoſed | 
of concreted Atoms, as they are precipitated one way,. by the - 
impulſe of their own eveflentialFaculty,may', bythe occurlation 
and arietation of others ſteering a different courſe, be deflected: 
from the Pre of their motion congenial, to ſome-ocher 
tranſverſe, oblique, reCtilinear, &c. {o that both the DefleRing 
and Defleted cannot 'but obſerve, continue,” and purtue chote 
compulſive motions. And this, i General, 'is that -Bate, or 


 Neceſrity, whereby Democrstar would have all things effected, . 


and by whichthe' World was: ar firſt compoſed,: in the: fame 
Figure, we ſpeculate at this day ; for; as the Univerſal Principle, 
Atoms, concutring, crowding; rebounding reciprocally, in -an. 
infinite ſpace, bythe agitation of their own inexiftent Faculty, 
'conld not but convene ,- coaleſce, 'and cohwre-into any other 
Botme, bit what they did : ſo now having acquired that forme 
'by Chance, canthey/nor either (change ir, 'or-not obſerve: and 
execute thoſe tnotions begun,and by the mediaciun orintercefſion 

Ou R.r. a- whereof” 


whereof all Events are brought to: paſs: For,* in Platarch, 
(1. placit, 26r) He'layth plainly, Neceſitatem nihil eſſe aliud, 
1 Thy gogey, x} mv Any, x) my drnmumzr As vans, quam latio- 
nem, percuſſionem, repercuſſionem Mareriz ; that Neceſlity is 
nothing elſe but the Lation, Percuſſion, Repercuſſion of the ma- 
terial Principle df all chings, 5. e. of Aroms. From hence we 
have an opportunity to interpret that paſſage in. Simplicins 
(2.-phyſic. comment- 59.) chat ſome of the Ancients held an 
opinion, that *Avdyxn vat, Material Neceſrity was the (ole 
Caufatrix of all Effe&s; in reſpe& that the Matter of Bodies 
is Hot idle and unaRtive, as moſt have dreamt, but unceſſantly 
operative 7 and that, not by impreſſion, but /»herency, as be- 
ing to it ſelf the Principinm 4 quo of all its motions. And 
this we here touch upon, opportunely to diſcriminate this 
Do&rin from that of others, who conſtituted a meer Formal, 
or Agent Neceſſity; diſtin& from the material principle of the 
world ; whether that Agent be ſimply Natural, according to 
the Phyſiology of Ariſtotle ; or Primus Opifex, the Firſt Ope- 
rator, according to the hypotheſis of Plato, and the Stocks, 
who alſo ſometimes radicated that Neceſſity, whereby Evils 
are continually exiſtent in the world, in the Mater thereof, as 
Seneca (de Provid. 5.) excufing the non ablation of Evil by the 
Creator, fſayth-poſitively, Nonpoteſt Artifex mutare materiam, 
it was not in his power to Abſtract it, becauſe nor to alter the 
Matter, But, not to leave our Explanation of Democritas 
Fatum Materiale imperfe& ; we may, from what hath prx- 
ceded, perceive at what maristheſe words of his were directed , 


Neceſsitatem, qua omnia fiunt, eſſe & Fatum, & Iuſtitiam, & 


P rovidentiam, & opificent munds (apnd Plutarch. 1. placit. 15.) 
that: the Neceſsity , whereby: all things are- effefted, is both 
Fate, Juſtice, Providence, and Maker of the World : viz. this, 
that the Series of things, in which the reaſon or effence of Fate 
doth conſiſt, could not have bin otherwiſe conſtituted; that upon 
this Series it depends, why one thing is accounted Juſt, and 
another Unjuſt; why the world is governed thus, and all things 
proceed according, to the przſent method, and no other ;- and 

why the adipeQable form of the Univerſe was made in all points 
| reſponſible 
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reſponſible to- what it now holds; &e: For, He referred the 
Cauſation of all things to thoſe newly explicated 'congenial mo- 
tions of Atoms ;* and ſo conceived that even the Soxt, or Mind 
of man (which He alſo fancied to be a certain Comtextwre of 
ſpherical or orbicular' Atoms) is variouſly agitared, not only 
by thoſe internal motions of its own .inſenfible particles, which 
yaryaccording to its individyal -Complexion (3. e. the Atoms 
compoſing the Soul of a Melancholy man, are of one ſort, at leaſt 
of one contexture ; thoſe of a Cholerick, of another ; thoſe of a 
Phlegmatick7of a third, &c.) bur alſo by thoſe Extradvenient 
motions cauſed by Obje&s; by whoſe Species, or Images 
incurrent (which Atoms alſo conſtitute) the Mind cannot but 
be Artrafted,if they be conſenraneous and alleCtive, or gratefull; 
nor not be dock if they be difſentaneous and repulfive, or 
ingratefull. That, if the Mind be not alwaies allefted by At- 
rraRive Species ; the reaſon. is, .becauſe at the - ſame inſtant 
there : occur unto it the more: potent. ; ſolicitations of their 
Contrary, Averting Species 2 and if it be not alwaies 'Averted 
by Repellent ; the reaſon is equal, viz, becauſe at the ſame in- 
ſtant itis more — ſollicited by their Contrary, Attrattive 
Species. That therefore, the Mind cannot but be carried on 
toward Good, or that which is gratefull and alleQive., ſo long 
as it diſcovers no Evil admixt thereto : nor-not be ayerted from 
Evil, or what is ingratefull and averſant, ſo long as - it perceives 
ro Good to be commixt therewith. That therefore , the Mind 
cannot, when two Goods are objected, but purſue the greater 
Good ; as that-which attrateth more .potently : nor, when 
two Evils are objected, but my the ter;. as that where- 
by it is averted more potently. .That, wben-two objedts, the one 
Good, the other Evil, at the fame time przſenc their . Species ; 
it cannot butnegle&the Good, ſo long as the Evil averts more 
potently then the Good attracts : nor not be carried towards 
the Good, while the Evil averts more weakly, and the Good- 
attra&s more om 4 Finally ,: that: ſince, .by-reaſon of the 
Ignorance, or Dimneſs of the Mind, it doth frequently not per- 
ceive-the Evil conſequent upon its proſecution of ſome Good ; 
therefore is it ſubje& to Deception in ſome caſes, and is often 
| carried 
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carried on to that, from which-.it ought to. haye bin ayer- 
ted : nor perceive the Good that is contequeat upen' its profecu- 
tion of ſome Evil, and is therefore, as. often averted from that 
obje&t, to which it ought to have bin converted, Burt notwith- 
Randing, ibſomuch as all objects, bythis and no other way, 
occur unto,” and affe& the Mind ; till it cannot. but-Nece/rarily 
beccarried whither it is carried; nor but be averted!.from that, 
from which it is averted: and conſequently, that there remains 
to- it only a Deſire of Truth, 1,e. that no Connterfeir Species 
may occur, but that all objets may vapone ſuchy as in reality 
they ate; nor Good be (concealed under the diſguſting, vizard of 
Evii, nor Evil gilded o're with the ſplendid femblance of Good, 
For this is the ſumme of what Empiricws (2. adverſ. Phyſic.) 
makes -Democritus to have defiderated , when He layd , 
EJx49) walyuy udaray Ty yerur, Exoptat rerum imagines 


Cconſentaneas poſſe nanciſci, Now, by this complex Argumen- 


tration, Democriews may be 1underftood to have inferred ; that 
though ſome 'Ations ſeem fituate - within the ,precin&s. of olty 
own jurifdiQion, or that.itis abſolutely in our powet to Elett, 
or Rejef this or that objeR ; infotnuch as every mans -ex- 
perience doth demonſtrate to him, that he doth and can con- 


fulrand deliberate about the Good -and Eyil of Objects, and 
*a@ually eleRingthe one, Tefuſeththe other ; and that, nor by 


Compulfion, bpr Freely : yer notwithſtanding is nothing really 


i'r power, becauſe not onlythe-occafion of our Conſultation, 
'butallo the Conſultation ir ſelf is impoſed upon us by inevita- 


ble Neceſiry, Firſt, that the Occaſion of Conſultation (or 
the: Exhibition of many objefts, which almoſt equally affeRing 
the Mind;- and by teaſorr of the .zquipondium of their Yeriſi- 
mility, or mornenrs of Good; holding it ſuſpended in zquilibrio, 
of tieceffiry ingage it to 2: Deliberation) cannot buc beimpoſed 


' upon Us ; we coneeive'itnot obſcure to him, who ſhall deduce 
: the conducing Yeries of things from a due Epoche, , or height, 
and! aftalytically -undoe” the (chain+ of Cauſes : and Secondly, 


" thavalſotheaftof Conſultations u Necefrary Effect,” is mani- 
' ft frorm hence + /rtiat when two objeRs occur to the miind, fo 


equally ArrraRtive-, that: their Apparencies' of Veilicy, or 


Przſentations . 
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P:xſentations;of Good, are #quilibrated, and reciprocally coun- 
rexpoile eachother ; the mind muſt of neceſhicy be agizaged by 
2 kind of F/utt#ajion, and detained in the ſuſpence of /ndiffe- 
rency, or Tudetermination, or Conſultation, untill it acquieſce 
in its E/e&#ion of that Obje&, whole preſentation of Vrility 
ſeems to prxponderate the otherss Which,zquitably audited, 
amounts'to no more then this ; that E/eftion is nothing but the 
proſecution of an ObjeR which eicher really is, 'oc at leſk ſeems 
more Good; and that a ſpontaneous one, withour all coaftion or 
renitencyzin reſpe& chat man doth both ſpontaneouſly affeRt,and 
willingly proſecute Good. And that you may not admire this bold 
aſſertion, viz, that both: the Occaſion and Conſultation, and 
free, or rather libenc Ele&ion of Objects, are all.links..ip the 
Chain of Fate, and ſo comprehended under this Natural Nececl- 
lity, propugned by Democrizus : the Stoicks intercept your 
wonder, by obtruding another as ſtrange, viz. that it depends 
on the ſame Concatenation of things, that Jounow-read this our 
diſcourſe of Fate ; as Manilius (lib. 2.) Hoc quoque fataleeſt, 
fie ipſum expendere Fatum. , And this, becauſe whatever Action 
of any man you ſhall ſuppole ;* ir can be no difficulty, according 
ro this Hypotheſis, to find out the proxime Cauſe exciting him 
thereunto, and to refer that Cauſe to the permotion of another 
remote one, and that third to the permotion of a fourth, that 
fourth, tothe induRtion of 'a fifth, -&c. unravelling the ſeries/of 
Canfes, ſo thatit maſt at Tength be inferred, that that ſuppoſed 
aQtion could not butt follow upon thoſe other ations ſubalter- 
nately przcedent, and conſequently, that it muſt be, as Demo- 
crirus would have it, Fatal, or Neceſsary. Which opinipn 
Ariſtotle ardently impugneth (5 {:b. de Interpre.cap. 8.) when 
diſcuſſing the verity and-necefſity of Propoſitions, He contends to 
evince ; that:thongh of two oppoſite fingular propoſitions, which 
concern 2 thing "either Preterite, or P;-:ent, one muſt be true, 
the otherfalſe: yer the Canon/holds not in two Contrary fin- 
cular propoſitions, which'concetn a thing Future ;the Verity of 
the-one-nor- neceffitating the Falfity of the other, For, as He 
rhereargues, Feyery Affirmation, or Negation concerning & 
thing to'come, were" true 'or falſe, ex NeceT5rare: then would 
COINS] ; the 
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if 8 
the Futurity of any thing include a Neceflity of its Futurition,s.e 
whatever is Future would be Neceſſary, and on the contrary, 
whatever is not Future, would be Not-neceflary : and upon 
juſt inference, nothing could remain either Forrwitoxs, or Arbi. 
trary ; which to admit, is an »congruity ſo manifeſt, that the 
repugnancy of every mans Experience deteQts it; an Incom- 


modity ſo intolerable, that it not only diſparageth, but con-. 


futerh ir ſel And this, if there be any Fidelity in the records 
of our Memory, is the Summary of x irs Theory, who have 
apprehended and aſſerted Fate to be a meer Natural Conſtitu- 
tion of Cauſes, ſubalternately connetfted ; as not dependent on 
any thing Divine, nor any Eternal Decree ; ſo not capable of 
any witation or interruption, by the intervention of any Im- 
pediment, purely Fortuitons, or Counter-attivity of any Arbi= 
trary Agent, 


Sncr. III. 
Article Is « | | _ 

The Principal : ba the other Divsfion of Philoſophers, who alfo conceded 
of the Sccond Fate co be a meer Natural Conſtitution of Cauſes ſubalter- 
| #7 nately dependent, &c.. but yet denied: the inevitable or ne- 
. ns ceſlary inſequution . of all EffeQts upon: that concatenation ; 

; allowing the poſſibility of its mutation, or interruption by either 
| <cye—at *:. Chance, or mans Free will: the Principal are Ariftorle and 


of che Authors Epicurns. | 

imnpurting tne 

Sinloa oth Firſt, as for Ariſtotle ; that He held Fate, or fatal Neceſſity 
of _ ong to be nothing but yery Nature, or (if you like it better) every 
ey the Particular Cauſe ating ſecundum [nam naturam, naturalimve 
poſſibility of d#twm, according to its proper or natural Virtue; is manifeſt 
its Mutation & from his own words, in ſundry places of his Writings. To 
ny particular ; (x) He ſayth (3n 2.phy/. Cap. 6.) Eas generationes, 
> 2985 oh acoretiones, _ & alterationts, que violente ſunt (#t dum e: 
Antagoniſts, «te, & 6b delicias »" cogimns plantas aliquas: premature 
w Ariſtotle, | pubeſcere,, 
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pubeſcere, adoleſcereque) eſſe un iruapuiras, non Fatales, hoc eſt 

non Naturales ; making Fatal Effe&ts to be meerly Natural. 

And (2) He ſayth (1 4eteorol. cap. ultim,) ypivor uuappiruy, 

Fatalibus temporibus magnas quaſdam hyemes, imbriamque 

exceſſus, quibus creentur diluvia, contingere ; eo modo, quo &r 

contingit hyems ſtatis anni temporibas : which rightly paraphra- 

ied, imports thus much ; that as Winter, the Sun receding from 

our climate, at ſome certain period of the yeer, according to the 
Ecliptick progreſs conſigned unto ir by Nature, is the regular 
effect of the Suns remoye to larger diſtance; eyen ſo are hard 
Winters, and immoderate rains, the regular effe&s of ſome pe- 
riodal Conjunctions of the Planets, proceeding in their motions 
according to the ſctled Conſtitutions of Nature. From whence 
we have at adyantage to obſerye, that though Srobexs (Ecl. 
Phy/.) tells us ; Ariſtorelem non tam exiſtimaſſe Fatum eſſe 
Cauſam, quam modum Canſe advenientem rebus ex. neceſſitate 
ſtarntis ; thac Ariſt, conceived not Fate to be ſomuch a Cauſe, 
as the manner of a Cauſe, adyenient to things determined by 
Neceſſity : yet nevertheleſs are we ſo to comment upon this his 
nice deſcant, as that we underſtand, Fate not to be any new kind 
of Cauſe, but Nature herſelf, which, in reſpe& co her Agency, 
iscalled a Caſe, and in reſpe& to the certain, proper, and ne- 
ceſſary manner or way of her aQing, is called Fate. - And, that 
He impugned the former Error, viz. that all Agents, included 
in this Univerſal Subalternation, a& ex inevitabils neceſſitate, 
or cannot but doe, what they doe ; is not obſcurely intimated in 
this, that He defined Fate woke pure Natwre- Since the Works 
of Nature are not effected of inoppugnable zeceſiry; as may 
be boldly concluded from the frequent-, Experiments not only in 
Generation, which is commonly inipeded, by the interyention of 
any indiſpoſition or impatibility of Matter, and other reſifting 
Accidents ; but alſo in Generous and vyirtuous Minds, which 
eafily ſubdue and countermand thoſe ſtrong inclinations, or pro- 
ns Pw to ' Ayarice, Luxury , Audacity, Incontinency'i/&c, + 
which may not unjuſtly be eſteemed the genuine EffeRs of their 
yery . conſticutive Principles , and branches that ſhoot up from 
the root of their Corporeal ATT IG ' Upon which reaſon, 
: we 
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Article 2. 
Epicurus una- 
nmous roAjiſt, 


we may conjecture, that Arift. refleted, when He fayd of S9- 
crates, preter naturam, ac fatum ſunum, continens evaſit : 
He acquired an Habit of Cotizency;even in ſpite of the cofitrary 
ſollicitation of his individual Nataye, and particular Fare, 


Secondly, bs for Epicaras ;, that his thoughrs made an Uniſon 
with thoſe of Ariſtorle, in the key of a Non-mneln#able Fare, is 


in the poinr of ſufficiently conſtant from hence ; that having admired a certain 


Phyſical and 


E!/uittiable Ne- 


celiiry. 


Article 4+ 


The ſcope of 


Epickrus his 


Figment of the 
Declination of 


Atoms in the 
human Soul : 


Neceſſity Natural mthisfentence, Natnrarn a rebus, ipfarim- 
ve ſerie, (PiSuyVevar Te 3) dverynactivar) Horers, cogique, five 
neceſsirate agi, (in Epift. ad Herotltam: ) He yet denied the 
Trevitabitity, or Adbfolutentſs thereof, in another Fragment 
of his revived by Srobeys (in Ecl. Phyſ.) where He delivers as 
a general Canon, Omnia fieri trium midorwin aliquo, (ar 
ardynnvs x7! oegdrpsny, x7! yn) Nevtſritate, Confilib;Fortung. 
For, tnthart tie makes Forrwae, and Conſ#ltativy; or mans. Free 
wilbequal competitors in the empire of the workd with Neceſs:- 
ty Natoral , Hemmanifeſtly excludes it from b&ng mwymy S4775- 
715, fole Deſpor or- Monarch, and reſerves to the two'others an 
equal dominion. Which affurance may duely be angimented 
by the ſuperaddition of this alſo; that Civeyo (de Faro) intro» 
ducing Epicwyxs diſputing about the vetity 'of Fature Events, 
makes him deny, with Ariſtorle, that of two contrary fingular 
Ennnciatiotis about a thitig to cone, the one muſt be true, and 


the other falſe : fubne&ing this reaſon ; Nnlla eff in nathra 


tals Neceſritas. 


And, certainly, as Heftood equal with Ariftorls, in the deni- 
al ; ſo hath He 'outdone him, by many degrees, in his efnde- 
vours for the Refutation of this utiſourid 'opirtion of at Abſolute 


Neceffity : inſomuch as he _ his Hypotheſis of the 


Declination of Atoms (illuſtrated in the incomparable Com- 
mentary of Gaſſenis) 52a motion, Which once conceded, doth 


and bisAccom- totally infringe the indiſpenſable rigor of Pate, and eonfſerye [Ati 


modation 


thereof ro the 
tuition of mans 


Liberty, epito« ſayth '( de Aim, Solert, ) that the triotionh of the my 
| OL. 


mzed, 


Evaſory- or Declining Liberty for the Mitid' of 'man. This 
Plntareh taught vis, ih two perſpicuions texts : (1) when He 


—— _— 


of Atoms in the Human Soul, was ſubtilly invented by Epicuras, 
Sms iis my Coonu Wynmpeiorndy, x4 7459" nv pul drmoniivn, 
that Fortune might be brought on the theatre of the world, 
there to a&t her part, and the Arbitrary power of man mighr 
not be abrogated : (2) when He declares (de Sroic. repab.) 
that the fame Epicurns ( /cſe in omnew partem verſare, ingeni- 
umque contendere yin 1d iacumbendo, ut quamodocungue 4 motione 
ſempiterna liberum tueatur Arbitrium, ac pravitatem eſſe in- 
culpabilens nou patiatur;) rack't all the neryes of his wir, to find 
out a way for theprote&tion of mans Free wikh -and ſo that eyil 
might not prztend to ;nculpability. 

- Now, though we may not twain along the thoughts of our 
Reader, out of the dire& tract of our preſent Theme,jago-a wide 
Digrefſion concerning Epicurus his whole Romance of the De- 
clination of Atoms inthe Soul ; eſpecially having lately remitted 
him to Gaſſendas his accompliſht Comment thereupon : yet can 
we not impede his progreſs along the fireight line of method, 

here toarreſt him, while we informe him briefly, How he ac- 
commodated that fiftion to the yindication of mans Liberty 
from the inexarable CoaRion of Fate.. We conceive, that Eps- 
curus, having obſerved 3 kinds of Motion in Animals, but prin- 
cipally in Man, viz. Natural, Violent, and Voluntary ; took 
it for granted, that the primary Cauſe of cach was tobe deduced 

from Atoms, the Principium 4 quo of all motion : and here- 
upon concluded, that the ſpring of all Nat#ral motion, was 
the primary motion congenial or inhzrent to. Atoms, viz. that 

whi h phyfiology calls the motion of Gravity, whereby an Atom 


is precipitated ad /ineam retFam, to a perpendicular ; that the 
ſpring of all Violent motion, was themotionof Keflex:ox, or that 
which ariſeth from occurfation , arietation, or repercuflion of one 
Atom by another, whereby the Atom. refleted, is carried ad 
lineam obliqaam ; and laſtly, thatthe ſpring of all Voluntary 
motion Was the motion of Declination, to'which no region 1s 
determined, nor time prefixt. 


S{ig- * Bur 
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Article 5. - -Bur might not Democritas, and other Defendants of Abſolute 


An Exception, 


i the name of 


Democritus, a= 
gainſt Fpicurus 
Inference. 


Neceſsity natural, have excepted againſt this, as inſufficient to 
the protedion of mans Evaſory Freedome, by returning ; that 
becauſe this motion of Declination is no lels Natural (for it is 
derived from no other principle, but Atoms themſelves) then 
that of Gravity ; therefore doth ir ſtill remain, that All things 
are effected by Fate, as well when Epicurns his Hypothehis is 
conceded, as before. Inſomuch as all things, which were to come, 
to paſs, by reaſon of thoſe yarious motions. of Arietation, Repuls, 
Declination &c. by an eternal ſeries, and kind of ſubalternare 
Concarenation, are conſequent one: upon the: heels of another; 
and particularly that eyent of Cognition and Appetition, to which 
mans: Liberty appertains; and fo are: brought to paſs by- an 
equal-Neceſsiry, For, that the Mind of man may _ , or 
execute that Liberty Ele&ive, whereby it affe&ts and prolecutes 
any object, conceive it to be ah Apple ; neceſlary it is, that the 
Tmage or Species of that Apple be firſt emitted from ic, and being 
tranſmitted through che mediatory organs of ſight,invade,percell, 
and commovethe Mind to-know, or appretiend it. N to 
the Apple; beforeic can transfule its yiſible: Species to the eye, 
that it be put in ſome place conyenient for adſpeR; by him, 
who gathered it from the tree or receiyed it elſewhere. Neceſla- 
ry-, thatthe Tree, which bore that apple, be firſt generated by a 
ſeed, and nouriſhed by. the moiſture of the earth;, concoted by 
the heat of the Sun; Neceſlary,that that Seed be derived from a 
former apple, and that from a former tree; planced in this os that 


| determinate place, at this orthat determinate time : and ſo by 


retrogreſſion to the beginning of the world, when both the Earth, 
and all its. Vegetable ſeeds had their origination from the Con- 
curfions and Complexions of Atoms ; which could not (being 
agitated by the impulſe of their own inherent Faculcy Motive) 
but conveneand coaleſce, and acquieſce in thoſe Figures, thoſe 
ſituations, at that time. Again, if che Sox, or Mind be allo 2 
Contexture of orbicular Atoms ; thoſe Atoms muſt have bin: 
contained in the Sperm of the Parents; muſt haye confluxed 
zbither from certain meats and drinks, as allo from the hy hoe : 

ms., 
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beams of the Sun ; thoſe me atsmult haye bin ſuch and no other: 
and ſo ſubalternately ſucceſſive frometernity, the Event wilt be 
found to come to paſs by the ſame Adamantine Neceffiry, what- 
ever of the Cauſes, lateral or concurrent (which muſt run up to 
an account beyond all Logarithms) you ſhall pleaſe to beginat. 
Becauſe from Eternity Cauſes have lo cohared to Cauſes, that 
the laſt cauſes could not but concurr ; which being deduced in- 
to a, the Mind- could not but know, and knowing affe&, or 
deſire that particular objeRt, viz. the Apple. And whatis 


—* 


here ſaid of Caſes, the fame in all points is to be underſtood 


alſo of Aroms, which conſtitute thoſe cauſes, and from whoſe 


congenial motions the Cauſes derive thoſe their Aforions, by 


which they attain to be Caules; 


To this Exception,,that we may compoſe ſome Reſponſe, ſuch 
as may ſeem Conſentaneous to the Do&trine of Epicxrus, and to 
contain ſomewhat of Probability, at leaſt ; we nut uſurp the 
liberty-to aflume : thar ſach is the Contexture of Atoms in the 
Soul, or Mind, its Declinant Atoms can break tlat Rigidity 
ariſing from other Atoms, and ſo make its nature Flexile toany 
part; in which Flexility, the root of Liberty doth conſiſt, 


Article 6: . 
The juſtifica- 
tion thereof, by - 
a Reſpons cone - 
forme to the 
Phyſiology of : 

' Epicurus.. 


And therefore, the mind, being alle&ed by the Species of any 


objeR, is- indeed carried towards that objeRX ; bur fo, thar if 
another objec ſhall inſtantly occurr, whoſe AttraQtion is xqui« 
yalent, it may again'be inyited by, and carried towards that obs 
jeR alſo: ſo that, defleRting from the firſt, it may become #qui« 


librated-or indifferent to either part ; which, doubtleſs, is to be 
Free, or Arbitrary. And that the Mind, being thus conflituted | 


Flexile and; Indifferent, doth at o_ determine it ſelf rather - 


eo one thenthe other part ; -this ariſerh from hence: that the - 


»mpreſsion of one Species is more violent then of the other; and : 


conſequently that the Elef50n fucceeds, mpon the Apprehenſion 


of that obje&:, whoſe ſpecies appears either poſitively good, or - 


comparatively more good, Finally, that the Mind, when it e>- 
le&teth or willeth any obje& , is as it were the principal Machine, 


or: main - Spring, by whoſe- motions all the Faculnes, and the - 


members deſtinate to execution are excited, and- carried thither, 
$ [. whithes c 


_ _ 


318 


"WS th 4 S _— 


of Fate. Chap.g. 


 whicherthe Mind tendeth : and this by mediation of the Spirits 
-diſcurrent, or rather tranſmitted through all parts of the body. 


All which Zacretis fully expreſleth in theſe Verſes ; 


Declinamus item motus, nec tempore certo, 

Nec regione loci certa ; ſed ubi ipſa'tulit Mens : 

Nam dubio-procul his rebus ſua quoique voluntas 

Principzum dat; & hinc matus per membra vagantur. lib. 2, 


Again, perhaps Epicarss will not gainſay,but that the motion 
of Declination isas much Natural as the motion of Gravity ; 
But yer will He by no perlwafions yeeld, that the Mind, being 
contemperate of Declinatory Atoms, is ſo affected and attraſted 
by Neceſſity toward one obje&, thar it cannot inſtantly be de- 
fAleRed to another, For, as a mixt Nature is made, 1o is the 
Mobility of its inſenſible parts yaried : and from various Natu- 


ral motions retuſed or refracted, ariſeth a Third Nature, accor- 


ding to which itsmotions may be fayd to be Voluntary and Na- 
tural both; infomuchas they proceed a Nature: l;bera, from 
Nature freeand uncoated. Nor will He deny, luppoting the 
Occurſationand Arjctation of Aroms, that it is pure Neceſſity, 
that Percufſions, Repulſes, and cither Reflexions or Cohefions 
ſhould ſucceed among them : but yet may He refuſe to allow a 
Neceſſity of ſuch Occurſations, as if they could not be impeded, 
Hor their Conſequents be diverted. Hence, concerning that 
eternal ſeries of the Cauſes of the Apple, and the Mind ; Epi- 
carus will grant, that when things are already effeRted, 2 kind 
of Necefliry may be actributed thereunto, {uchin reſpe&t whereof 
thoſe things cannor be uneffeted;fince,vox datwr jws in preteri- 
7a; there is no countermanding things Prezterite: but before thoſe 
hinge were peracted, there en ſuch Neceſſity; fince both 
Fortune, or Conti 4 | Liberty of mans 
Will might ho ET pda: 1. Jan "4g For few 


_ are ignorant of the wide diſparity berween thele two Afirma- 


tions, ©iz,, What is once done, cannot be not done : and what 
is done , might not haye bin done. Since, in the Formey , 3 
thing is conhdered as already peſt ; andin the Later, as yet 70 
| comes 
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come : and as according to the Former itis Neceſſary ; ſo ac. 
cording to the Later, it, may be or Contingent, or Voluntary. 


By which reaſon, was it pofſible, that the Apple might not have 
bin przſented to the eye ; poflible, that the Tree which bare ic 


might firſt haye withered ; that the Seed, of which thattree was. - 


generated, might either have proved abortive and ſteril, or ee 


haye bin ſowed in ſome other place z that other of its Cauſes 


might have bin divers ways przpeded : which alſo may be 


affirmed ofthe Mind, and its Cauſes ; and conſequently none of 
the many Cauſes, which «did antecede the Appetition of the- 


Apple, can be conceived to have bin Neceſſary, as they might. 
if the Canſes were of themſelves uncapable of Impediment, or 
if there were 'one Cauſe Paramont to all others in the Concate- 
nation, which by an abſolute ſoyeraignty , or deſpotique- 
power, had direfted and coated them. Allbeit we concede, 


chat the Appetsrion of the Apple by the mind, is the Conſe-- 


gtent of the Minds Cognition thereof , and that Cognition the 
conſequent of its Occxr/ation to the eye,. and that the Confe- 
quent of its Poſition in a place convenient for fight , and that 
the.confequent of its Exiſtence, and ſo from link to link retro- 
grade up to eternity : yer notwithſtanding can no man juſtify. 
this Tnference, that therefore the ind vs Neceſsitated to that: 
Apperition ; becauſe {till there remains a Poſſe to the Mind of 
being Averred from the AﬀecRation and Proſecution thereof, 
in caſe either the Species of a better obje&, or a ſuſpicion of 
oyſon therein concealed, ſhall intervene, or a refrigeration of 
Stomach by the dyſpeptical and fatulent juice thereof be fea- 
red, or any other Cauſe of moment ſufficient to perſwade the- 
mind to abſtain from the uſe thereof, ſhall be interpoſed, 


Noris this Rejoynder diffwaſiye ; that, when the Mind is ayer- - of 


cle 7: 


ted from the Appetition of the Apple, the Canſes Antecedent' jv ne- 
werenot ſuch'as might indirce the mind to an Appetition, .but joyader, (of the: 
ſuchas induced it to an Averſation ; and that theſe Averring,not connexion of 
thoſe AttraQting Cauſes were ſo cotmeRed to the ſeries of Fate, thoſe Cauſes, 


yg y | . which Avert the - 
that the mind could not but be ayerted from ir.. Mind from, ſo: 


well as of thoſe, which AttraZ it to anobje&; to the eternal Series of Fate )- found toe light 


ro overbalance Epiciaus his defence of mans Liberty, For, 
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. For, though the Mind- be contemperate of ſuch a Contexture 
of Atoms, as that it may be Commoved by the irruent Species of 
external ObjeQs ; yet is the nature of its contexture ſuch alſo, 
asthat it can derive from it {elf ſome motions diſtinct from, nay 

contrary to thoſe motions excited by Extradyenient Images;which 
motions being inſtituted by no other Principle bur ir {clF, are ma- 

nifefly Spontaneous and Voluntary, and by which itis em- 
er'd to rchiſt External motions, and therefore may not fo be 
carried to one ObjeRt, as not to be , upon advantage, defleed 
.to another: And hence we may Conclaae, that the Mind is not 


' obliged ro a neceſficy of any one ObjeR ; bur fands Free to 


refuſe that, and ele another : and that the Reaſon of a thing to 
come, is not a little difterent from that of a thing already paſt ; 
ſince, in reſpe&to a thing Fxtxre, there remains an ITnaifferency 
to the Mind of ele&ing either of two ObjeRts, bur in reſpe&t to 
a thing Preterite, thereis a Neceſsity of its ele&ion of one. 
If this So/atiox be thought too light, we can ſuperadd another 
of weight ſufficient ro counterpoyſe the Doubt ; iz. that 
which Carneades in Cicero infiruated, when he taught, that the 
Epicureans might haye defended the Libercy of mans Mind, 
without their commentitious Declination of Aroms, For having 
once declared, that the Mind hath Voluntary motions of its 
-own inftitution , they needed no other Argument to confute 
Chryſppus.: to whom when they had conceded, that no motion 
can be without a.Cauſe Xfovert ; there remained no reaſon why 
they ſhould haye granted, that all Effefs haye their Antecedent 
- Cauſes; fince to the will of manno Cauſes are Antecedent, it 
being to it ſelf the Principinm 4 quo of all itsmotions Voluntary, 
And this is the faithfull Abridgement of Epicurss his Dotrin 
concerning Fate, as a Conſtitution meerly Natural, and capable 
of interruption , alteration , oppolition, by either of the Two 
other in his. Triumyirate, viz. Fortune or pure Contingency, 
and the Liberty of mans mind, which He conceived Copartners 
in the Empire of the World, 4. THEE | 


SECT, 


Srcr. IV. 


E 3-9 is yet another Species of Fate, retaining to our Second 
Gents (5 *Evigysia) Whoſe exceeding vanity and inconſi- 
derableneſs had well-nigh occafioned our total Inconfideration 
thereof, in this place; and that is Farum Marthematicum five 
Aſt rologicum , the Mathematicians and Aſtrologers Fate ; 
being a certain imaginary Necefſity Natural, impoſed upon all 
Sublunary Agents, and more eſpecially upon Man , as the moſt 
analogous Recipient, by the inoppugnable Influence of Cele- 
Ntial Bodies, reſpeRtive to their Motions, Pofitions, Con- 
nexions , AlpeRs, 


Tis no wonder, we confeſs, that the Chaldeans, a Mercurial 
and yolatile Nation generally infatuated with Aſtral 1dolatry, 
were the Inventors of this Planetary Deſtiny ; ſince they Dei- 
fied all they underſtood not, and advanced their obſferyations 
of the circumvolutions cf the Sphears, rogerher with their Orbs 
of light, to ſuch a height of inſvlence, that they fancied the 
Hebrew Alphabet repreſented in the Figures of the Afﬀteeriſms, 
and prztending to the $kill of reading the Celeſtial Ephime- 
rides, by ſpelling thoſe CharaRters, which the Planets in their 
Conjun&tions, Oppoſitions, and other Apparitions ſeemed to 
make, into words and ſentences perfetly ſignifying , to the 
exa& and intellivent obſerver, the intent of God concernins hot 
only the ſubverſion of Monarchies, mutation of States, religi- 
ons, &c. general Events, but alſo the proſperity or adyerfity, 
the health or ſickneſs, life 'or death of particular perſons : as 
Rabbi ben Ezra, and out of him Gaffarel! (without the conceal- 
ment of his ſtrong inclination to the fame ſuperſtitious Arro- 
cance) hath obſerved, and by ſeveral experiments - alleaged 
endeyour'd to patronize, in the-13. Chap, of his Vnheard of 

: © . Curioſities. 


Article 1, 
Mathematical 
Face briefly 
deſcribed. 


Article 2. 
The groſs Y/ a- 
mty thereot 
concealed from 
many Philoſo- 
phers, only by. 
the cloud of 
Tranſcriptive 
Adbeſion to 
Antique Tra- 
ations. 
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Curioſities. Nor isit a wonder , that the Hebrew, and after 
them the Grecian Aſtrologers, with great oftentation of tran- 
ſcendent knowledge, and no leſs then privacy with the three 
Fatal Siſters, ſedulouſly promoted the fame tplendid Error, of 
aſcribingthe Empire of the world to a Heptarchy of Erratique 
Starrs: fince, upon the teſtimony of the greatelt Antiquaries, 
* we may juſtly afficme, that the Hebrews added to the yani- 
ries and ablurdities: of the Chaldzan, and the Grzcians to: the- 


. wild Romances of the Hebrew Aſtrology ; the ftream thereof, 


by long runring in the channel of time, contraſting more and 
greater Impurities, Which is a chief reaſon, why we inherite 
ſodark and imperfe&t a knowledge of the great Aſtronomical 
Sagacity of the more ſimple and upright times of Abraham and 
Moſes.. Thoughthis be no wonder, we ſay, yet tis a confidera- 
ble one, that even many Phyſzologi/ts, who pretended the inda- 
gation and tradition of nothing bur Verity,of verimility ar leaſt, 
have liberally contributed towards the diffuſion and propagation. 
of the ſame Deluſion. Witneſs that peremptory ſpeech of Pliny 

(1 nat. Hiſtor.) ſingults ſydera tributa ſunt , clara divitibus, 
minora pauperibus, obſcura defunitis, & procujuſque ſorte In= 
centia ad munera mortalibus, Nor can we conjecture, what 

ſhould occaſion the Deception of ſo many and ſo great judge 
ments, in this eaſy particular; unleſs that grand Cauſe of Po- 
pular miſtakes, viz. Tra»ſcriptive Adharence to. all, that 

ſeems preſented in the reverend habit of Aztiquizy, eſpecially 
if guilded- over with the Eſtimation of Rare and Sublime : the 
Wit of man being naturally prone to Aﬀect and Admire, rather 

then Indubitate and Examine thoſe Tranſmiſſions, which con-. 
cern the remoteſt Difficulties in Nature, and above all, the Ener-. 
oy and Configurations of Celeſtial Bodies. Prodigia cum nar- 
rantur, excipi ſolent favore mirantium, & quanquam non ad 
verum exatt ſint, poſtquam ſemel Scyiptorem invenerunt, plu- 

ribas placent, venerationtcreſcunt, veruſtate commendantar ; 

was. Nicopomp#s his ſaying, in Joh. Barclais Argent, lib .2, 

For, had they deveſted thai minds of all traditional Ptzjudice,. 
and bur refleRed their thoughts, either upon the Hypothetical 


Neceſſity of the Matter, or Subje, whereon the Starrs are- 
ſuppoſed. 
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ſuppoſed to diſcharge and fix their unconcrollable influence, or 
upon the extremely different Fortunes of Twins, conceived and 
borne under the fame Conſtellation; or upon the double Impiery 
of aſcribing to remote , weak, and perhaps unconcerned Cauſes, 
thoſe Effects, which proclaim their defignment by an nfinite 
Wiſedome, and their Przordination to Ends above the ſagacity 
of Human Providence ; and of charging all the moſt nefarious 
Villanies of finfull man upon the innocuous and exceeding both 
uſefull and comfortable Creatures of God : had they, we fay, 
but pondered any one of theſe Reaſons, that ſufficiently demon- 
rate the Abſurdity of Planetary Neceffity;doubtlels, they had 
{oon reclaimed their belief from this diſhonorable ſeduRion, and 

would no longer have abuted themſelves withan yo that 

all the Occurrences of every Individuall mans lite, on 

with the time and manner of his death, are the inevitable 

of thole Starrs, which were Lords of the Horoſcope, either at 

his Conception, or Nativity, or both. 


The Firſt Reaſon, whereby this Chaldean Fate may be de- ——_ 


monſtratively redargued of extreme vanity, we deſumed from of 5,49 N- 
the Hypothetical Neceſſity of the Matter, whereon the Planets ceſiiy evigted 
exercite their power, For, according to their oym Conceſſion, (z) by an Ar- 
Omnis receptioeſt ad modum recipients, All bodies ought to be 40 rs 
Analogous, i.e. pradiipoſed to admit either rhe benigne , or Hypotbaticat | 
maligne influences of the Heavens; for Alteration is of neceſſicy Neceſsivy of the 
previous to Produ#ion, and before a body be configurate, ne= Matter on 
ceflary it is that the Matter, whereof it is compoſed, be altered —_ Celettial 
andyariouſly przpared ; and prepared it. is by Second Cauſes, <= —_—_ 
but perfefied by Firſt. Thus the Geniture of the Afale, * 
chough perfe& and prolifical in its elf, muſt yer be fruſtrated 
of its end, unleſs it meet with convenient and patible Materials 
whereon to aQtuate its Plaſtick ymrtue, viz, the Blood and ſe- 
minal infuſion of che Femadl, proportioned bothin quantity and 
quality to its Efficiency, Thus the Aer of Egypt, becauſe 
Nils (being 4yavpe;) doth yeeld no Evaporations tufficient to 
the generation of Clouds, continues ſtill ferene and unobnu- 
bilated ; notwithſtanding the potent AttraRtion of the Sun, ' 

& 6 ® Moon, 
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Article 4. 
(2) By the 


common Ex- 
periment of the 
unzqual For- 


tunes of 


Twins, 


Moon, and other Sydereal Magnets : and though all the Planets 


ſhould convene in the watery fgne of Pilces, as before the 


catholique Deluge *, and threaten an Apertio portarum to 
that Climate; yet, becauſe the material Cauſe of rain, Evapo. 
rations, is there wanting, muſt their conſpiracies be defeated,and 
their Influences become lanouid and ineffectual. And there. 
fore, by equal reaſon, unleſs the Planet, which is Lord: of the 
Geniture, ſhall find a Subject qualified in all points for the ad- 
miſſion and promotion ofthis Celeſtial Fate, which our effron- 
ted Genethliacks have conceived it to immit into nr op and 
Births, all its magnified Influx muſt miſcarry, and be loſt in an 
invalidity as abſolute, as the labour of that Statuary , who 
ſhould attempt to melt Marble with Fire, or mould ſand into 
an Image, without a convenient Cement. If this be, as it muſt 
be true; that the Preparation of the Matter, on which the Im- 
preſſions of Superlunary Bodies are to operate, doth depend 
upon Sublanary and determinate Canſes : then may we, with 
more honour, recurr to that excellent ſentence of the Poet ; 
Libera ſtat nobus mens, nulli (ubdita col. 


The Second prxgnant Argument, wherewith the more: ſober 
ſort of Book-mea uſually deride the Arrogance of our Ge- 
nethliacks (who bluſh not to promiſe to the world exaR Copies 
of the Rolls. of Deſtiny, and divine as confidently as if they had 
bin ofrhe Cabal with all the ARteriſms) we derived from the 
common ZE xperiment of T winns:who,though procreated of the 
ſame Seminalities, fxcundate in the ſame Ovarie-or bed of na- 
rure,and(for ought even our moſt perſpicacious Harvey knows to 
the contrary) conceived inthe ſame moment , and ſo under the 
ſame Aſcendent , are notwithſtanding many times obſerved to 
differ in Sex , phyfiognomy, genius, condition of life, and-moſt- 
ly in the manner and time of their death. Thus E/ax and: Zacob, 
who may, without the diſpenſation of a Figure, be ſayd to have 
bin but one and the ſame Birch, the younger Midwifing himſelf 
into.the'world by holding faſt his brothers heel, and ſo if not 
indubicating che right of Primogeniture, yer at leaſt porrending 
his furure purchaſe and uſurpation thereof ; were yet ſo diſparate 
10: 
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n their Complexions, Diſpofitions, Fortunes, courſe of life, 
Age, and dfloJution; that our Secretaries of Heaven muſt either 
demonſtrate that the face of the Heavens was varied in that 
ſhort moment that intervened betwixt their neer Nativities ; 
or confeſs it to be the hand of Providence Divine, which di- 
ftributed ro each his peculiar Lot, not the irrational Starrs 
that cauſed that yaſt dilproportion. And thus Proclzzs and 
Euriſthenes, Gemini not only in their produEion, but in the 
Crown of Lacedemonia, and fo zqually diſpoſed by their For- 
runes alſo to the promotion of that Influence, which: the then 
paramont Conjun&tion of the Pjaners had. impreſſed:upon them: 
did neither live in equal glory, nor periſh by equal'and- ſyn- 
chronical Fates. Oa the Reverſe ; how many Myriads have 
proved T winns, in their Deceaſe, who were utter Aliens in 
their blood, nativity, conſtitutions, profeſſions, inclinations, 
fortunes ? Dare our Judicial Aſtrologers afhrme, that All, who 
fall in battle at once, had one and the ſame ſydereal Fate, 
which neceſſitated that their Copartnerſhip in the grave ? un- 
fainedly, nothing acquainted with letters can be ſo contradifto- 
rily impudent, What excuſe have they then left them,for top- 
ping their ears againſt that grave Admonition of the oraculous 
Zoroaſter ; wi as oy autays Tv fUpapuirny, Ne tu angeas fatum, 
Beware thou doſt not aggravate thy Fate. which fignifies no 


leſs then this ; in thy power it is, cither to promote, or fruſtrate _ 


the virtues of Celeflial In fluxes : to promote them by Coope-- 
ration, to infirme and defeat them by Counter-inclinatioa or 
repugnancy. To which we may accommodate alſo that me- 
morable Aphoriſme of the Prince of Afﬀtologers, Ptolemy ; 
Poteſt is, qus ſciens eſt, multos ſtellarunm effetus avertere, 
quando naturam earum noverit, ac ſeipſum ante illorum. evens. 
tum preparaverit. 


Our /aff Argument to confound Chaldzan Fate, is the 


Article 5, 


Donuble Impiety wnferrible. thereupon. + (1) If the Infelicity of (3) By the 


every man be the indeclinable Effect of that malicious TinEure, 
whichthe unfriendly Complexion of the Heavens at his Nativi- 
ty infuſed into his nature ; as our ethereal Mercaries afhrme: 

&$3 then 


& 


doucleImpiety; 
inſeparable w 
from the belief 
thereot. 
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then muſt it follow, that thoſe glorious orbs were created by 
God morefor the harme and r#:ine, then benefit and comforc 
of mankind ; for whoſefake only, ſubordinate to his own Glo- 
ry, the whole Creation was intended. And (2) if all the re- 
oicides, parricides, homicides, inceſts, rapes, rapines, 'blaſphe- 
mies, {acrilegies, rebellions, proditions, &c. nefarious acts of 
Milcreants (the very naming whereof will bliſter the moſt in- 
nocent lips) be the executions of rhoſe delignes, which the ma- 
leyolent ftarrs in their Confacderations have determined ro ac- 
compliſh by ſuch and ſuch unhappy Inftruments : then muſt it 
be conceded, that no MalefaQor ought to be accountavle to 
juſtice, becauſe he can plead, Non equidem vellem, ſed me mca 
Fata trahebant ; as all, that God # the Author of Evil, by 
giving to the ſtarrs ſuch noxious power, and ſuch unlimited 
Commiſhons, as doe autorize them to operate to the Deltructi- 
on of his Maſterpiece. 

To theſe 3 Redargutions of Aſtrological. Neceſsity , we 
might have annexed as many ſcore, borrowed from Pics 17. 


randulanus, Bradwardine B. of Canterbury, Sixtms Sencnſjr, 


AMerſeanus, Gaſſendas, All which heroical Champions of 
truth and Providence Divine, have drawn their victorious 
{words, in this quarrel, againſt the Hoſt of Heaven : bur, re- 
membring that proverbial axiome, Fraſtra fit per plura, quod 
feeri poſs:t per parciora, we found our ſelyes obliged to decline 
{upererogation, and referr the unſatisfied ro theſe incomparable 
Authors, However, we ask leave to inſert the memorable and 
not commonly quoted Confeflion of Hillarins Altobelins Senior 
(in prefutione ad Tabulas Regias Diviſionnm 12.partiumCali) 
in theſe words. Cum igirar per ror ſecula fluttuarit Aſtrone- 
mia, wmeninx tanto tempore peragrarit totum orbem,quot moais, 
quot locts, quot viribas,quot cum temerarits vel igpavs antto- 
ribus, inverecunda, fronte perfrifta, fornicata eſt ? nunquam, 
»nllibi, nullis (ante Tiychonem,tf a Ptolemao peſt aliqua ſacula) 
annnam viracen NING dedir, neque eventuum 'Verny 
rempns Confignau , n0n'ipſa, non dilet/rima filia Aſtrologia. 
Urtraque enim pavit 'curieſos mendaciis & adulationibus. Si 
antem interaummendaces non fuere, ſors favit, vel caſts, vel 
, per 
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per accidens congruentia ſyderum ad illa punita, & non dofta 
ac naturalt conjeftatio, By which ingenuous Confeſſion of a 
Perſon, whoſe afſiduous inqueſt into the moſt recondite myſte- 
ries of Aſtronomy, non only by indefatigare leQture of the choy- 
_ ceſt of Urania's Secretaries, bur allo by the moſt exa& ule of 
| Inſtruments and Tables, and frequent tempeflive Experiments, 
had enabled him to dete& all thoſe pernicious Frauds, which 
either the 7gnorance,or oftentation of ſucceeding Ages had foiſted 
in upon the imple and demonſtrable Vranomerrical obſervations 
and Axioms of Antiquity; not only to the Corraption, but 
eternal Defamation and contempt of that noble Science : how 


much of juſt Diſparagement is interred upon Judicial Aſtrology, 


which the Awvarice of Divining Impoſtors, on one hand, and 


the ſuperſtitious Cxrioſiry of abject minds, on the other; haye- 


exalted to the height of Deſtiny ; we ſhould rudely derogate- 
from our Readers Capacity, not wholly to entruſt ro his own 
immediate judgement.. To ratifie and terminate this our repro- 
bation of our Generhliacal Schematiſts, we have the like cenſure - 
of them from S". Ambroſe (in Hexaemero) Nonnulli tentave- 
rant exprimere Nativitatum qualitates, qualis faturus us 
nuſquiſque, qui natus ſit, eſſet ; cum hoc non ſolum vanum ſis: 
& inutile quarentibus, ſed impoſsibile pollicentibus. 


CHAP, 


Article x, 
| The incent of 
the chaprer, 


Article 2, 
Democritus 
Fate, inconſi- 
{tent both to 
the Funds- 


CHAP. .X 
T he Liberty of Mans Will, Fortune, 


and Fate conctliated to Providence Divine. 


SECT. I. 


Z Hus long have we exerciſed the Candor and Pa- 
| tience of our Reader, with the prolix Recitation, 
>&-44] and neceſlary Explanation of bo Ancients opi- 
He NE. nions concerning Fate: and the cefidue of our pro- 

Sz VInCe is to gfatify him with the conciſe Dec/are- 


ment of our own, both concerning the legitimate Admiſhon of 
this notion of Fate, and the Conciliation thereof to mans Free- 
will, Fortune, and Providence Divine ; which we have formerly 
invited him to expeRt, as the grand ſcope at which all our prx- 
vious Meditations were directed, and the point in which all 
theſe lines of this ſmall matter of Book are concentred, 


Firſt, we ace to abominate the execrable Opinion of Demo- 
critus ; not only becauſe it is uncapable of due Confiſtence with 
the ſacred and indubitable Principles of Religious Faith, which 
aſcertain that the Creation, Molition, Conſervation, and con- 


menals of Re- ſtant Adminiſtration of all things, are impoſhble rightly co be 
ligion, and the Sup 

Liberty of mans 
Will : and 
therefore de- 
teſted. 


aſcribed to any Cauſe but the Szpreme Being alone : bur alſo 
becaufe it is > diametro repugnant to the eyidence of that in- 
fallible Crirerion, the Light of Natwre ; which demonſtrateth 
the Soul of man to be an Arbitrary and uncoated Agent. 
For, that man hath in himſelf a power of inhibiting, or ſuſ- 
pending his Aſſext unto, and Approbation of any on the 

| crity 
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Verity of whoſe Species is nor ſufficiently clear and diſtin&, but 
Dubions ; is a perfe&t Demonſtration of the Indifferency , os 
Liberty of his Intelle&, and fo alſo of its charge, the Will, 
or Facnlty Eleftive : 2s Carteſins excellently obſeryes , i® 


Princip. Philoſoph. part. 1. ſeft. 6. 


Secondly, ' that opinion of Ariſtotle and Epicurus, may, in- Article 3+ 
deed, be defended fo far forth as it makes Fare and Nature , or 4/i/oile and 
the Concatenation of natural Cauſes, to be one and the fame = cn oor 
3 


thing in reality , though expreſſed by different Terms : but jn tha it is 


ought to be exploded, infomuch as it not only denies the Yerity Iden' ical co 
of Future Events, and ſo ſubſtraRts from God the proper Atcri» Natwre : | but 
bute of his moſt perfet Eflence, Omniſcience, by not concee poeningces, in 
> . 4 | that it claſheth 
ding to him an infallible Science of all things to come ; but al- ,i.s the certi- 
{o ſuppoſeth no Creation of natural Cauſes, na diſpoſition , no tude of Divine 


moderation of their Efficiencies by Providence Divine. Preſcicnce, 


Andthirdly, asfor that more ſpecious opinion of the Plartg- Article 4. 
»iſt and Stoick , we can diſcover no danger in our adhzfion tos The Platonich 
it, ſo far as it affirmes the primitive Conſtsrntion, and continual 229 Sfoick Fare 
Gubernation of all things in the Univerſe by God ; by defi- ;,, —_— 
ning Fate to be that Method , ſeries, or ſyſteme of Cauſes, ceded to be a 
which the mw __ at firſt —— and eſtabliſhed, Confidutie - 
in order to the preciſe, and opportune efteRing all things prade» * Divine Wiſ- 
creed by his infinite Widen - But yet - muſt cautiouſly - 300 ppooggre 


” abandon it in- this, that it not only blatphemouſly invades the j: gerracs 


him a reſerved power, of infringing, or alteringany one of Ommipotence- 
Laws, which Himfelf ordained-,. and enacted, and chainin 
his armes in the adamantine fetters of Deſtiny ; but allo, in 
oreat part, excludes the mind of man from adting any volun- 
tary part on the theatre of the world, and leayes no room for 
the intervention of Contingents. Article 5. 
In what quali- 
Nor is there any ſubſtantial reaſon to deterr the moſt ſcrupy- fiedſenſe Chri- 
lous Chriftean from admitting theuſe of this term, Face, in a On ay | 
re&ified ſenſe ;-5. e. provided that He thereby underiand, not \(e ofthc cot 
- any Fae, _ 6 


cardinal Prerogative of Divinicy , Om»iporence, by ng from Dzvine 
Sg WP 
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Article r. 
F ate and For- 
tune concil ia- 
red, in the 
point of P;0- 
vidence Divine, 


——— 


| any blind and unprzmedirate Neceſsity ; but a providear and 


well ordered Concatenartion of Cauſes, which (like the Aſag- 
netick Chain, where all the inferior links are dependent on A 
1mprxgoating or invigorating Emanations of the Firſt,) was 
 confticuted by the Fiar of the Eternal wiſdome, and may be 
varied ,or inverted by the occaſional Determinations of the ſame; 
and this without incurring the Imperfe&ion eitherof nconſt an- 
cy or Improviſion. For our warrant in this we haye noleſs a 
Prxcedent, then S*, Anſtin ; whoſe words are thele : 2s 
omnium connexionem ſeriemque Canſarum, qua fit omne, quod 
fit, Fati nomine appellant ; non multum cum its de verbi con- 
troverſia certandum eſt : quandoquidem ipſum cauſarum ordi- 
nem, & quandam connexionem ſummit Des tribuunt Veluntati ; 
ac proinde Fati voce qui voluerit uti, ſententiam tencat,ling uam 
corrigat. (in 5, de Civit, Dei. cap. 8.) ©. 


Szcr.ll. 


Ow, as for the Abolition of che ſeeming Enmitie between 

Fate and Fortune ; tis not obſcure, that the Conceſſion of 
the one is yery far from adnihilating the other. For, it we ad- 
mit. Fare to be a Law, by the Divine Will impoſed upon Natu- 
ral Cauſes, according to the tenor whereof all things are done, 
that are done ; and Fortune to be an Event reſulting. from a 
concurſe of Natural Cauſes, beſides, aboye, or contrary to the 
expectation, conjeCture, and forecaſt of man, though preciſely 
pcxordained by the Providence of God, and connexed to the 
ſeries of Cauſes, or Chain of Fate : we cannot but ſoon perceive 
their Convention, Concentration, and Identity in the point of 
Providence Divine ; nor is there any veil of Diſcrepancy be- 
twixt them, in their naked and ſimple Realities, but that light 
and thin one, which ether the Ignorance or Sophiſtry of man 
hath rudely, and perhaps profanely drawn, When.a Prince 
diſpatcheth two Poſts to the ſame Mu by ſeveral waies,neither 


knowing of the others miffion ; and they. meer each other in 
one 


Chap.1o. Conciliated to Providence Divine. 


one moment at their journeys end: though we may rightly 
call it Fortune, in _— rothem, who nevet thought of thar 
Convention ; yet ftill is it providence , in reipeCt to the Prince, 
who ſent them ; and limited their time of travell to ſuch an 
houre- And undoubtedly, by the authority of no leſs reaſon 
are we bound to acknowledge, that though many Events hour- 
ly occurring to us, which the higheſt Human Prudence could 
never ſo much as ſuſpe&, may without derogation to the ſacred 
Monarchy of God, be ſtyled meerly Fortuitous, in relation to 
our Improviſion : yet ſtill are they the wiſe and convenient 
Prxdeterminations of his Special Providence. Our Memory 
may rehearſe, that the Terme, Fortune, hatha double impor- 
tance ; (x) a Concurſe of Cauſes; (2) mans previous Ignora- 
tion of the Event reſulting from that Concurie : and our Rea- 
fon cannot bur hence inferr, that according to the Firft, For- 
tune may be admitted in reſpe& to man, though not of God ; 
and according to the Laſt, nothing can interdict our aſſertion, 
that Fortzne is a part, not only of Fate, but alſo of Providence * 
Divine, which, @s hath bin profuſely demonſtrated, compre- 
hends all occurrences, as well thoſe which are, as thoſe which 
are not Przxviſed by Man. And in this ſenſe only are weto in- 
terpret that ſentence of Plato ( Epiſt. 6.) Deum apparare For- 
tunam ; as allo that other, (in 4. de Legibus)) Denum, & cum 
Deo Fortunam humana omnia gubernare, This duely confide- 
red, we cannot but conclude; that Fortune is confiſftent with 
Fate, by the ſame intereſt, that a Species doth confift with 
irs Genus: for that the Analogie is confimilar, is manifeſt 
from what immediately precedes. 


——_————— — 


Plutarch, when deſcanting upon Plato his DifſtinRtion of Article 2. 
Providence into Supreme, Planetary, and Sublunary ; judici» Fin'archs in- 


ouſly inrerpreteth the __—_ to be Intelligentia & benefica 
Des voluntas, the Intell 


genious Afli- 
milation of 


igence and benefical Will of God : x.,,c:o the 


and this for two reſpe&ts; (1) that He might with greater cjvit Law : 
reaſon enunciate, that Fate is to be reputed ſubordinate to the and his de- 
Divine Will, (2) that He might with greater auRority contra- fignchercin- 


diQ that proyerbial error, Omnia Fato fiers ; though. he con- 
uu 2 ceded, 
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ceded, Omnia Fato completts, that all things are comprehended 
in Fate. We lay Ad. things, not only meerly Fortwstons, and 
more General Contingents ; buc alſo mt ivÞ+yuwe, ſuch whoſe 
Event is ambiguous , and fu ed on the *EleRion or Ayer- 
ſarion of Mans Fcee-will. d the {cope at which He aimed 
this Diftintion ; was to infiuate and commend the Analogie 
berwixt Fate and the Civil Law. Fox (fayth He) as all a&ti- 
onsare not Legitimate, 5.e, are not done according eo the rule 
of the Law, which are under the comprehenfion of the Law 
(for the Law comprehends Prodition, Deſertion, and many 
offences of the ſame Kind, which yet no man can guſtify ro be 
Legirimate : fince that only is Legitimate , which ispreſcribed 
by the Law $ and therefore He, who kills a Tyrant, doth-not 
a Lawfull, (though a Commendable, at leaſt not a puniſhable 
AR) but only thoſe, whichare enjoyncd and expreſly pro 
{cribed by the Law : even ©, though Fate doth comprehend all 
Events, yetare not,all Evens therein comprehended, Fara! 
or the Deſignations and Effetts'of Face 5; but only thoſe, which 
follow upon Cauſes (is 75 bei dvarbe:) in the Divene Di/po- 
ftion Amperedent, or Neteſſary ;, ſuch as are the motions of the 
Planers, upon which their Rifmg and Setting follow of Ne- 


ceſſtty. 


Article !. 
Fate concen- 
trical ro-mans 
Elethive Labrr- 
{y, in the point 
of P;edefitng- 


t10N. 


S xcr. III. 


A Nd finally, concerning the Enodation of that more chen 


Gordiaa Knor, (about which many Ancient Philo/aphers 
have broken the teeth of their Reaſon, and as many Chriſtian 
Theotagsſts bi driven to make uſe of the ſword of Faith, to cut 
« aſunder) viz. the Conciliation of Fate to its apparent Cou- 
ary, Mans Froe-will ; we gonceive the moſt hopetull way of 

Molving the mighty Difficulty vo be, with the moſt pagetrating 
Fi, cl, to underſtand Fate, inreipet to man, to be 


no 


RY 


——— 


— 
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no more but that part of Providence Divine, which Theologiſts 
* intend by the Term, Predeſtination, For the vulgarly con» 
ceived Antipraxis between Providence Divine and Liberty Hu. 
man, being once removed : the Repugnancy between Fate and 
Liberty will alſo vaniſh of conſequence. This that we have, 
in the 4. Set, of our Chapter concerning the Mobility of the 
Term of mans life, to more then a ſmall part performed ; the 
Memory of our Reader is a ſufficient record, However, that 
we may leave no ftone unturned, under which any the moſt 
minute particle of Truth, to whole Explanation the' concern- 
menr of our przeſent Theme doth adlipe us, may be though. to 
lye negleRed : we ſhall, with permiffion from, and due ſub- 
miffkon unto the Cenſure of the Chrmrch (from whole Fundamen- 
tals we humbly beſeech the God of Trwth we may never recede 
in the leaſt) make a ſecond attempt to expound the myſterious 
Riddle of Predeſftination ; that fo we may with more perſpi- 
cuiry evidence the Conciliability thereof ro mans Arbitrary 
Apency, ; — 


| In order hereunto,we are to obſerve,that as Theology holds it for 
a maxime.that God created two diftin& orders of Caules, in the 
General, viz, Neceſſary, and Free ; and that both of theſe con= 
ſantly and farchfully execute the commiſſion of their Natures.re- 
ſpe&tively, 7.e. the Nereſſary operate by Neceſsiry,and the Free 
by Liberty : ſo alſo doth Phil/ofophy admit it for Canonical, 
that both the Necefſary and Free zqually acknowledge God for 
rheir Author, and are ſo comprehended in the epiſcopacy of Fate; 
that the Neceffary operate Neceffarily, or Fatally, and the 
Free not Farally, but Freely. And from this Coſenr.comes it 
to paſs, that as the Difficulties, which perplex both Divines and 
Philoſophers , are of great Affimry, if not Identical, in the 
"main : fo alfo are the Reſponſes thereto of xqual moment; 
Wherefore it muſt commend -our ſtudies, to ſele&t only thoſe 
T wo Cardinal Doubts, %0 which all others may, m ſome relati- 
on, eirher dire&, or collateral, be referred: and, tothe perſpicu- 
ous /cl/ation of each, accommodate {nch przenant Reaſons, as 

may be of correſpondent exrem intheir importance, | 
uu 23 Fhe 


Article 2. 
The Concord 
berwixt Thcolc= 
£y and Philoſo- 
pby,in their ad- 
wiſſion of 2, 
orders of Cay- 
ſes natural,viz. 
Neceſſary,and 
Free 3 the 
ground of the 
Affiaity both 
berwixt the 
Difficulties, and 
and Solutions, 
on either part : 
asro the Abo- 
liczon of the 
ſeeming Repug- 
nancy berween 
Fate and mans. 
Free-w:1l, 
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Article 3 
: Firſt cx- 
pitalDzfficu!ry, 
/ ra 3p 
Divine Preſci- 
ence; as ſtared 
by Divines. 


Article 4. 
The ſame, as 
ſtated by Phi- 
loſophers. 


— 


The Former, being deſumed from Divine Prexetion, is by 
the Theologiſt propoled-thus. Either God knew aefinitely and 
certainly, that Peter would deny Chriſt : or He aid not know it. 
That he did not know it, cannot be affirmed ; firſt, becauſe He 
preciſely predifted his Abnegation ; ſeconaly, becauſe Truth it 
ſelf cannot lye : and if He had not known it, He not bin Om- 
niſcient, and conſequently not God, Therefore He knew it acfi- 
nitely and certainly : and upon inference; it was impoſsible to 
\Perer, ot to deny. For had it bin left to hus Eleftion, and he 
uſing that Liberty had not denyed: then might the Prenotion 
of God have bin argued of Fallacity, and hu Prediftion of 
Falſity. But if it was not in Peters power, not to have denyed ; 
*rts manifeſt, that he wanted the Liberty of EleTion. 

And by the Philoſophers thus. Either the Gods have a de- 
finite and infallible preſcience of the future events of Contin- 
gents (4. e. whether of 2. contrary Events, in poſſibility, ſhall 
be deduced extra Canſas , or aCtually ſucceed) or they have 
no knowledge at all of future things ; or they have an indefinite, 
and only conjeftural cognition , [Th as even Man may juſtly 
pretend to: but neither the 2. nor 3. propoſition can be endured, 
without the joynt toleration of moſt horrid Ablurdities, and ine- 
vitable precipitation upon that dangerous rock , the Commen- 
ſuration of the Infinite Science of the Gods, by the Finite: ex- 
tent of mans capacity; and therefore the Firſt remains only 
to be aſſerted. If therefore the Gods have a certain Preyotion, 
which of 2. Contraries, whoſe Event is equally poſsible, as to 
the virtues of their Canſes, ſhall come to be effefled : manifeſt 
it 1s, that that particular Event, whoſe Ambiguity tt determi- 
ned to Certainty of Futurition, and is attually brought to paſs, 


is Fatalor Neceſſary, i.e. could not but come to paſs. For, 


otherwiſe, the Gods muſt be confeſt ſubje> to Mendacity. One 
of the two therefore, muſt be granted, vil. that all things come 
to paſs, Neceſſarily, as they are foreknown and Predifted by the 
Gods ; and ſo that the word, Contingens, 5s excluded, as impor- 


ting no Reality, but a meer Chimera ; or, that the Aﬀairs or 
Occurrences 
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Occurrences of man, are neither precognite, nor procured by 
the Gods ; the Impoſsibility of which aſſertion, doth alſo fully 


exclude all Contingency. 


To the Solution of this Difficulty, .tis well known , the Di- 
vines havemolt judiciouſly accommodated their DiſtinE&tion of 
Neceſsity into Abſolute and Swppoſirional, For inſtance ;” that 
2. and 3, make 5- or that yeſterday is przterlapſed, is Abto- 
lutely Neceſlary : bur, that I fhould to morrow take a journey 
into the Country, or write a Conſult for ſuch or ſuch a Patient, 
is not abſolurely Neceſſary ; yet ifI ſuppoſe, that I ſhall travel, 
or write; then there ariſech a Neceſſity of my travelling , or 
writing, ex Suppoſitione, from thac my -Suppofition, Now, in 
relpeCt tis manifeſt from this Diſtinction, that the Neceſſity 
Abſelnte of any Aion doth deftroy the Liberty of the Agent; 
but the S»ppoſitionat doth nor (for though I journy, or write, 
according ro my Suppoſition, yet was it poſſible to me to have 
doneneicher) thereupon doe they molt excellently reaſon thus : 
that Peters Abnegation was foreſeen and prxdited by God, 
as an Event to come of Nece/sity, not Abſolute, but Suppoſirie- 
»al, by which: nothing was detrafted from Perers Liberty of 
not denying. For, as now inthe preſent, if He be interroga=- 
ted concerning his Mafter, he is intirely Free or to avouch, or 
dilavow his knowledge of him; fo alſo will He be in the 


Future , when He ſhall be interrogated. Wherefore, as, if 


Article 5, 
The full ſoluti- 
on of the ſame, 
by virtue of the 
Divizes Dif- 
crimination of 
Nccefsity into 
Abſolxte and 
H jpothetical. 


He now determine himſelf rather to _ then affirme, and: - 
ly 


according to that determination aCually deny ; He doth 
that Freely , notwithſtanding from the moment he denied, 
his denial is Neceſſary, infomuch as it is ſuppoſed that he hath 
aQually denied: ſo alſo in the Futurezwhen He ſhall determine 
himſelf rather to deny; then affirme, and according to that de- 


termination ſhall actually deny, ſhall his denial be Free, or”. 


Arbitrary ; however it cannot but be granted Neceſſary that 
He hath denyed; becauſe he hath already actually denied: 
Nor is it paradoxical, or difficult to affirme, that this Suppoſe 
tional Neceſsity, and Peters Liberty are not *Ao/ga-ms Diſcors 
aant, or. Inconſiſtent, in any. reſpeRt ; becauſe the Neceſſty is 

| ſubſequent, 
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ſubſequent, not antecedent to the Determination of his Liberty; 
and becaule it doth not confiſt ſo much in Re, vel Atttoxe, in 
the Thing or Aion it felf, as in Temporis Circumſtantia, 
the Circumſtance of Time when *cis done. Since, when we ſay, 
tis Neceſſary that Perer hath denyed ; that Neceſfity is not un- 
derſtood to have bin any thing Antecedently in him,which com- 
pelled him to deny : bur thar it is radicated now in Time ir ſelf, 
which as it is really paſt,and cannot be nor paſt ; ſo the Action 


done in thar paſt time, however it was done, cannot be not 


done, And hence it is evident, though no man can juſtly 
aſſert, that twas Neceſſary to Peter todeny, becauſe according 
to that aſſertion, there muſt be underſtood ſome Antecedent 
Cauſe, by which he was coated to deny : yet juſtified it may 


be that Now tis Neceſſary that he hath denyed ; becauſe the 


Adion being once done, and ſo impoſſible to be not done, all 


| the Neceſfity falls upon the Preteritewon of the Time, Now, in 


reſpe& that God is Omniſcient , He cannot bur Foreſee that 
Peter will deny; yet that Divine Prenotion of Peters Abnega- 
tion, is ſubſequent rothe Divine Previſion of Peters Free De- 
termination : and therefore God Foreſees that Peter will deny, 
only becauſe He Foreſees, that Peter, abuſing his Liberty, will 
i derermine himſelf to a denial. And hience comes it to 
be embraced amongſt the moſt judicious Schook men, as a truth 
indiſputable ; That Peter will deny, not beranſe God hath pra- 
V4 Sj and predifted that he will deny : but that, becauſe Peter 
will deny , when he ſhall be examined, therefore and for mo other 
reaſon doth God Foreſee and Foretell that he will deny, For, 
uts Scientia, preteritam rem pro objeftto babens, nullam rei 
preterite, nt ita & nou aliter fieret, neceſcitatens infert ; ita 


Preſcientia, rem futuram proſno objetto babens, res future, frve 


Futuritioni nullam poteſ® inferre neceſsitatem : atraque enim 
eſt extra rem, &- 4n Deo attid Immanens ; that as Science having 
for its object a thing Preterse, doth induce no neceſſity there- 
upon; thar it ſhould have bin fo, andno otherwiſe, fo alſo doth 
Preſcience,having for its obje& a thing Fxtwre, inferr no ne- 
celſity upon its Fwtmarition, that it ſhall ſo and no otherwiſe 
come to pals ; for both Sorence and Preſciexce ate diſtinR from, 


and 


OO 
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and alien to their ObjeRs, and Actions /mmanent in God, 5. e. 
notat all eſfluxed to the objeR, to the deſtru&ion, or alterati- 
on of irs Nature : this, we fay, is a Verity which demonſtra- 
reth it ſelf, and which we haye more preciſely infiſted upon, 
in the 4. Articl. 4. Sett. of our diſcourſe of the Mobility of the 
term of mans life. And that all Cognition is a thing' really 
diftin& from, and extraneous to its Object , and that a thing 
comes to be aftually, whar it is, not from the Cognition there- 
of by an Idea in all points %confimilar, but from ir ſelf, or its 
Efficient Cauſe : needs no other probation, but the conviftion 
of this inſtance ; that Snow is white,-not becauſe tis known to 
be white, but contrary, that it is known to be white, becauſe 
really it is ſo. To ſpeak a profound truth plainly, in few words; 
herein confifts the Dsſparity between Divine and Human 
ition, viz. that Hamancan be extended only to Preſext 
and Preterite : but Divine doth cxtend it felt, with equal 
Certitude, to Future Contingents alſo. Now, infomuch as 
Preterite Contingents were ſometimes Futnre, and in the ſame 
condition with thoſe, - which are yet Future ;' and again, thoſe 
which are yet Fxtere may be underſtood to be preterite in time 
to come, and in the ſame condition with thoſe, which are al- 
ready Przterite : manifeſt it is, that as neither Divine, nor 
Human Cognition is the Cauſe, why Contingents already 
| Pczterire, are przterite ; but,.e contra, they are known as 
Pczterite, becauſe really they ate fo : in like manner, that thoſe 
which are Future, are not therefore Future, becauſe God holds 
an exa&t prznotion of them, as Future ; but, e contra, becauſe 
they really are Future, therefore doth God hold an exact prz- 
notion of their Futurition, And upon this Baſis yas it, that 
many Schooolmen ere&ted: that Axiom, Previſionem Des nihil 
influere in humanas attiones ; that the Przvifion of God hath 
no influence (coafive) upon the ations of man, Now, what 
hath bin argued for the Przvifion and Prenotion of God, is 
allo to be extended to his Predifion ; eſpecially becauſe tis un- 
controyertible, that Prediction is poſterior or tubſequent to the ) 
Prznotion of any Contingent, yet in the womb of- Futurity 2 | * | 
fince what is not exactly foreknown ,, can never be certainly - 
| ; X x foretola. 
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foretold, For which reſpe&, ſhall any urge upon us, that the 
Divine Prznotion and Prediction cannot be. Fallacious ; we 
ſhall moſt willingly concede their poſition, asmoſt indubitate, 
becauſe nothing can be prognoſticate by God, as Future, which 
is not really Future : but, when it {hall be thence inferred, that 
if Petey had once the abſolute power in his own hands to haye 
not denyed, and rightly uling that arbitrary power, had aC&tu- 
ally nox denyed ; in that caſe, the prenotion and prxdiRion 
of his denyal by God had proved Fallacjous ; we muft reject 
the 7ation, as illegal and abfurd, becauſe had not Peters dc- 
nyall bin realy Furure, God had neither previſed, nor predicted 
- the ſame. | For, it is the Reality of its Farnritios, that ſupports 
the Certitude of the Prediftionof any future Contingent. And 
therefore, in caſe Peter had bin not- to deny; God had as cer= 
tainly predied, that He would not deny : fince fo the S»p- 
pofition had bin quite contrary, viz. that Peter, rightly ufing 
his Liberty of Ele&ion, would determine it, not to a Nega- 
tion, but. Affirmation. Whereupon we 'may tafely conclude 
(x) thac Pecers Abnegation was Future, and* (2) that God both 
przviſed aud-predicted the fame, upon no other Neceffity- bur 
onlythis > that Peter, when it ſhould be in his own power to 
determine himfelf to either part, would then aually determine 
himfelf rather to Diſclaim and Abjure, then own and ayow, 
his Mafter, | Thus-the-Divines, 
Article 6. 5 TION Lars 
| 05 mag of  Andthus the Philoſophers. Non quia Dit defonito norunt 
T* Phitoſ , ys Oontingentia, ideo illa eventura ſunt. Neque enim, quia Dii 
proving that the 20r4t, iden meceſſarid eveniunt ; ſed quia, cum nature ſint- 
d:finicePrxno- 4# Pits, aus talend, aut talem oxhibebunt exitum-; norunt Dis 
tion of furure weceſſaris qualem, [01 utrum obtinebunt + adro ut Contingens, 
itno Caſco? *=/Mle qieblew natuna iodefirivas fry fed veſpoits nome werica 
their definite Dear mdefiritums Lninetian- conftar, noſtra quoque 'notitia 
Contingency: Contingens definito. coguoſci ; cum, viz. proprie Contingens 
| bur, &conra, deinceps non-fit : ſed neceſſaris conſequitur antegreſſas, cur frat, 
the definity. of CCanſas 2 Saich' Anmonize (in lib. ds interpret.) The whole 
_ $6 GY importance whereof is this.. That the definize/prenorion of Con-- 
their d:-finice fingents by God, is in no. relation the cauſe of their definite - 
' Pranotion, | Contingency; - 


_—— 
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Contingency ; but, their being of thetnſelves definitely Future, 
ot their Ambrgniry being to be derermined'to Deftnity of Fu- 
eurition, is the Cauſe of cheir prznotion by God. Fot, though 
a Contingent be Tndefintre, in refpett to irs own nature; #. 6, it is 
equally determinable, by the Liberty of irs' Cauſes, to'cicher of 
rwo contrary Events : yet, in teſpe&t to the Prenotion of God, 
it is Definite ; becauſe God hath ar infallible prenotion;; to 
which of two contrary Events its Caufes will determine it. 
All which may be on - _— from the Prizxnotion of 
Man ; experience afturing, that fictans Ent ; 
noſticare and predit the death of hel Savin” Mah. 
eyen to arrhour. | Nor that their Prognofticks have any influ-" 
ence upon the Difeaſe, to detertmime'ir ro Mortal, when yet ris 
Dubious : bur that the determination of the' diſeafe from - 
Dubious to definitely Mortal, by its cauſes, is the ground of 

ar geTLTT_reTTTToTrreD 7, | 

Here left we berfiſconceived'to confound Divine ard Haman Article 7: 
Przcognition, weKyetriſe ;. that the Prathotion of God is [= F** Dilparicy 
fallible, becauſe # Pricys, 3. e- He foreknows' Continotnts,. ,qq ER” 
while they are yer only in Poffibility,” and in the womb of their pranotion. _ 
Caufes;, nor tohim, who demands, b4y-0 or How God fore- 
knows Events; while they ate” yer ir the Dark, or Nothing of 
Futurity ? can any other reſponſe be given, but this, that He is 
Omniſcient, i, e. God : but the Prznotion, or (rather)}Pre/agiti- 
tion oftman, is Fallacious, becauſe deſumed 4 Poſteriori, = 
Effe&s educed extra Canſus, into aftuab Exiſtence. 


Whichvaſt Diſparity may,be moſt adzquately Exemplified Article 8, 
thus. Cod certaitily Foreknows thar Percy (Hall fall fick, and The fame _ 
die of fach or ſach' a diſcaſe, viz. a Peſtilent Fever. How? fed: © 
becauſe: He: foreknows, thar thoſe Cauſes, whichin refpe& to - 
the Ambiguity or Indifferency of their event may, or maynot 
oenerate an intenſe- putrefaction' and malignity in the humors 
of Peters body, ſhall loſe that their Poſſibility, and determine 
chemſelves to che aRual paring ago; as 09's 
or peſtilential inquinament inchis' bIsod, whith conftieuterh” the” 

; X x 2 eſſence 


an” 
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Arricle 1. 
T'hbe Second 
Capital Diff- 
culty, ere&ed 


eſſence of that diſeaſe : and that the diſeaſe fo generated will. 
beſo violent and inoppugnable by the force of Nacure, that the 
Temperament of Peters body, being too weak to ſuſtain ſuch a 
diſproportionate Encounter, will thereby be diſſolved, and: ſo 
Death ſhall inevitably ſucceed. 

But the Phyſician can only conjefture, that Peter may fall 
fick of ſuch a malignant Feyer ; why, becauſe He diſcovers that 
Peters przvious | Intemperance hath prepared the continent. 
Cauſe, or Fewell for a purrid Fever ; and that the acceſs of 
Malignity, cither by Contagion communicated, or from an in- 
renſe Corruption IT, bet internally kindled, may, according. 
rothe Aptitude of its nature, ſeiſe. upon, that prepared fewell, 
and Ferment it into 2 peftilential Fever :. but Definitely He 
doth not know, that Peter ſball fall fick of ſuch a peRilential 
diſeaſe; inregard, it tranſcends; the maximes of his Art, and 
the Capacity of his limited Reaſon, to foreknow, whether the 
Poffibility of ſuch an Effet from ſuch Cauſes, ſhall be deter- 
mined to Neceſſity. Nor can He predi&t, that Perer being /in- 
vaded af gona Rs ſhall certainly periff thereby ;. until 


the Dubioſity of che Feyer be aCtually determined to. Lethality :. 


for then, from Symptoms, chat fignify,che total Succumbency or 
yeelding of Nature to the - vitorious-fury of the diſeaſe, he may,, 
with good warrant and honour, przſage the' imminent death. of 


Peter. ©. 


——_—_ _ — — 


© Sxcr, IV. 
Ti other Capital Difficulty, being ereted upon a certain. 


circumventing Socraticiſme., or Interrogatory Sophiſme 
' (moſt adzquately denominated by Cicero (de Fato) dpyds aiyes, 
Ignava Ratio, an nunattive Argumentation; becaule, pravai- 


upon a ſophiſm- Jing, upon the mind, it tupefies.the ſame to a perpetual Reſtive- 


called Ignava 


neſs, or Supinity, by charging even the Thoughts of every man 


Ratio 3.38 itt non the abſolute and inoppugnable :przordination of Deſtiny ;. 


fpeRerh both. 
Theology, and. 


Philoſophy. 


and conſequently adnitylating the uſe of Piety, Prudence, and. 


Circum- 


Ce ee ee EI 


— ———_— 
———— — — 


| leſs care in any attion of my life ? Better zs it for me, to-grant a 


| ſatisfattion of all my Senſualdeſires ; <fpucethat;'nor ought elſe, 


— 
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Circumſpeftion in all the ations of our ' lives) on that fide 
which reſpeReth Theology, beareth'this forme. 

Either I am, from Eternity,predeſtined and Elefted to immar- 
ceſcible Glory ; or Reprobated to interminable miſery. If the 
Former ; then notwithſtanding all my 1mpieties, I cannot be 
Damned : if the Later ; then notwithſtanding all my pious en- 
deavours, I cannot be ſaved. But one of therwomuſt be trac : 
and therefore, finte all my Good or Evil attions are of n5 avail, 
to what end ſhall I afflitt my ſelf with nnneceſſary, becanſe fruits 


general Indulgence to my Genius, and provide for nought, but the 


can neither countermand my Elettion, nor' promove or | confirms: 
my Reprobation.. | 

And onthe otherfide, which reſpeeth Ppzlo/ophy, it is pra- 
ſented thus. IF the Decree.of Fare be;that T ſhall recover of ſuch 
4 ſickneſs ; then, whither 1 confult-the Phy fician, or not, 1 ſbalb 
however recover: but 'if 'the decree of Fate be, that I ſhall not © 
recouver;' notwithſhanding. my/ uſe, or -neglett of the Phyſician, 1 
forall. not- recover. Aediens of the two 14 neceſſarily Future :: 
therefore ts it vain and.needleſs for me to uſe the. Phyſician. 


In order to'our hoped Sol#rion of this prodigious Problem, Article 2. 
we begg leaye to:-be our Readers Remembrancer,' that among. Two eminenc 
Divines there are two eminent Opinions, concerning this Avoyou- Opinions of 
2y, or almoſt incomprehenGble myſterie;- in; both which they. 7/7 On" 
haye expreſfled ſo opportune and becoming a Modeſty,.asmulÞ ,, of this Dic-- 
extort from eyery_ingenuous; perſon not only a wotthy Acknow-: ficul:y, recog- 
ledgement; but ſuperlative Commendation. For, beipg redu- Pizcd:and heir 
ced to an admiſſion of ſome. kind of Neceſſity,:.and conſidering. —_ -ne 

; Rp 7's : re , y, in duely- 
how inconliftent any the weakeſt: Neceſſity is with Liberty, . £50 wedging 
wherein-the Good and Emil, and ſo the Laudability: and. Cul- the myſtery of © 
pability of allthe Actions of man, muſt be confeſled'to beefſen—. Predeſiination, . 
tially radicated :- they thoughe it the higheſt point of Wiſdome *2.Þ< Arcanum 
to ſecure, their! routed judgemencs/,by a mature retreat,to the vane a 
SanRuary of Ignorance; cohceiving ita pitch ſublime enough 
for the moſt aſpiring thoughts of man ro mount: up to the 

X x 3. | Apoſtles 
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Apoſtles 5. Altitude ! and: foberly becatming the diſtraftions of 
their Reaſon , by.the Laudanum of Faith. If fo, tis no ſhame 
for us to confe(s this Wonder of Prxdeltination tobe Arcanum 
Divini Imperii , not only imperveltiga>le. by the acuteſt and 
profoundeſt Speculation of Man, but alſo too. abttruſe for the 
clearer intelligence of Angels. 

The Former opinion Rates the Abſtrufity thus. That God, 


from all eternity , did Prxdeſtinate, or-E!/ec}, out of the whole 


ſock, or mals of mankind a definite number of perſons,to whom, 
fine ullis eornem meritis, operibuſve bonis previſis, & ex pura 
ſus Bonitate, "without any reſpe8t--at} all to his Fravifion of 
their Good works, but meerly of his. own Favour and Benignicy, 
He had decrecd erernal Felicity:and thereft He decreed to Repro- 
bate, or Damne to eternal infickeywaton previſis. corum malis 
operibas, in reſpe&to his przviſion of their Future Evilworks. 

The other thus. That God did as well -pradeſtinate fome 
men to Glory, from his previſion of their: Good; as orhers to 
milery, from his-previſien of their Evil ations. : Or-thus.. God, 
from Eternity, decreed'to create the World, - an therein a.certain 
number of 'men, who ſhould'be capable of deſerving. well, oc 
ill at the hands of his Mercy, or Juſtice, according to the right 
uſe, or abule of that Liberty of their Underſtanding and Will, 
which He waspleafegdto- endow ther withall. : :Amd;, compa(- 


 ſipnating-the Deceptibiliry oPrheir- Niacure; be allo; decreed! to 
diffuſe upon che ſouls of alt men, char Supernatural :Afſiftance 


which Divines call S»ffcient Grace; thar ſo they, who ſhould, 
by the right uſe of their' EleQtive Liberty, husdand cheir ſtock or 


. portion of ſufficient +Grace, to- empower - themtes the perfor- 


-mance 'of Good -Actions, ſhould. be EleRed to: ' Glory :- but 
they, who ſhould-abuſe both their: Liberty , and'. his Auxiliane | 
Grace, ro the doing of Evil AQtions, ſhould be Reprobated ro 
miſery. And finally, becauſe He foreſaw, that ſome would 
rightly uſe his Auxiliatory Grace; and: conſtantly: perſevere in 
that ſtare of Piety untill death ; andthat others would negle&, 
condemn,- and abuſe ir, and'nevet- repent-perfeRtly, bur die in 
that horrid'flate of Impiety-: therefore did He deerce everlaſting 
Glory to thoſe, and as laſting miſery tothe/e,  And'this we con- 

| ccive 


A es 
—— 
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ceivetobe the moſt intelligible Adumbration of this more then 
Enigmarical SubjeR, | Daren: 


; Now, of theſe two Opinions, the Firſ? ſeems as wholly ir- 
eapable of Expedition from the intricare Encanglings of the prix- 


Article 3. 


The F:rſt opi- 
nion found to- 


cedent 1nterrogatory Sophiſme ; as the Abſolute Decree of Re- ally uncapable 
probation is of x full Conciliation'ts the Libetty of mans Will. of Expedirion 
For what Liberty can remain to rhtofe men, who ate, by a decree from the So- 


Antecedent to al przviſion of their furure Good ations, prix- 
deftinate ro Glory 2 And were there any Cotmtrapradtical Liber- 
ty remaining to them, and ſhquld their Wift, according to that 
liberty, cle evil, and they do ſuch” aFi6ns, Whoſe" gwile might 
deſerye Datonation Etertzf, at the: tribunal of Juſtice Divine : 


in that caſe, would the Decree of their Ele&tion be cluded and = 


countermanded, Nor is ir Teſs Contraditory, to reſerve 2 
Eiberty to thofe, who are Reprobate ; firice, for this reaſor-alone, 
thar'they are not Eledted, it is impoſſitle to them, notwithſtan- 
ding all their Good 'inclmations, *endeyonrs, and-performances, 
to bring themſelves into'the number of the Elef. And yet 
- lets, 

bur how is it poſſible for them ro doe Good, and not Evil of 
Neceffity, when the decree of their Reprobation is ſuppoſed An- 


recedent to Gods Prxviſion of the futare.concurſe, or conſpiracy 
of thetr Will' to the tenor. of that Decree; and whet: they are: 
left firch deplorable wretches., to whotn' Damnation, and ſothe- 
Partation of evif Actions only remain pofſthle ?- To evade this 


Difficulty of Difficulties, many eminent Doftors of the. Chaire 


as well in Uniyerfities, as Synods, haye fabricated for themſelves- 


as many Sanctuaries of DiftinQtions. Some adſcribing to God 
2 certain Science' Contitionate', or Hypothetical (they unani- 
mouſly phrafe it,'Srie»ria Media, and are fo immoderately de- 
lighted with rhe Acutenefs thereof, that, as the more then. gene-- 
rally learned, D". Prideaux hath fatyrically obſeryed (in prelef. 
de Scient, Media.) de genuino e3u parente, haud ſegnins ac de 


Pero vivo inter meretrices, 1 Reg. 3- eſt "decertarum,, there | 


hack bin as paſſionate and ſharp a conflit between Fonſeca, 


the - 


they ſhall be, and juſtly roo, for their Evil works : 


Molina, Leonhardus Leſſins Lovanienſis, &c, Jefuits', for 


phiſme, 1944 
Ratio, 
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the honor of: its Invention, -as was. betwixt the rwo Hatlots 
abour the right ro the Living Child) others requiring, if not to 
the juſtification of che Decree ir {elf, yet at leaſt to juſtify the 
Execution thereof, the concurſe of Good Forks, fo neceſlarily, 
that noman can eyer atrain to Glory, but by the ſcale of Aderits, 
at leaſt thoſe of our S2vionr : and others mincing, or extenua- 
ting the EleRive Liberty of manintoa meer and {mple Libency 
(which we have more then once ſpecified, and as often deſcribed) 
and accordingly attempting to ſalye the Repuguarcy thus ; thar 
the Ele& are therefore Free, becauſe they do their Good works 
Libently, or Willingly ; and likewiſe, that the Reprobate are 
alſo Free, becauſe they doe their Evil works Libexcly. Hereup- 
on, to him, who, ſhall charge upon them with this U native 
Argumentation , they inſtantly oppole ; that there is yery great 
reaſon, why every man, ny de with this Zibency, ſhould 
molt ſtrenuouſly endeyour the conſtant pratiſe of Good, rather 
then Evil : becauſe, though He be uncertain of the Decree.con- 
cerning his EleQion or Reprobation ; yer. is He certain of this, 


that no man ſhall eyer be aflumed into Glory, unleſs he: ſhall 


haye done Good, nor any be excluded the Celeſtial Eden, unleſs 
He ſhall haye done Evil. To which they add, that it is the main 
Duty of every man, to the utmoft of his power, to aſcertain 
himſelf rather of E/e:on, by his perſeyerancein good ; then of 
Reprobation , by a debaucht and deſperate. reſignation of the 
ſceptre of his Will to: all the temptations of Evil : that ſe he 
may przyent, or mitigate that Fear and Azxiety, which nauſt 
otherwiſe unceſlantly excruciate his mind, during his whole life, 
by acquiring a fetled. confidence, that from God, who is infi- 
nitely Good and Juſt, he hath no cauſe to expe evil, while the 
icope of all his endeyours is, to delegye o_ at leaſt to obtain 
Mercy athis hand. To conclude, leſt man ſhould in the interim 
either Glory in himſelf, asif He ought, according to. juſtice, to be 
EleSed, for bis. good works ſake ; or Complain of the rigour of 
the Decree of his Reprobarion, murmuring that it was not his 
fault, why his name was not inſcribed in the Book of life : they 
check his Glorying with this cooling card of the Apoſtle, © Ho- 
mo! quis re diſcernit? and huſh his Complaint with, T# qui es, 


qu 


—_— 
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Jus reſpondeas Deo? Nunquid dicet vas Figulo, quare me feciſti 
fe? N unquid facere 111i licet alind vas in honorem, alind ver; 
in contumeliam? (Roman. chap. 9. ver. 21.) And if this ſatisfy 
rot ; they here ſet bounds to Curiofity, and lime the wings of 
thoſe Eagle Wits, who would ſoare higher then the lower region 
of the myterie, with that graye advice of the Canonized Dottor: 
Omnare hunc trabat Deas, illum vero non trahat, nols judicare, 
f non vt errare; or that modelt rule of Cornelius Tacitus, San- 
Hins & reverentins viſum,de attis Deorum credere,quam ſcire. 

But as for the Second Opinion ; to our firſt inquiſition, that S_ we) 
ſeemes capable of extrication from the forementioned Labyrinth, er ogg . 
without much difficulty thus. 7am (fays Adraſtus, or the great pare, ex- 
Fatiſt) errher Elett to glory, or Reprobate to miſery, by an eter< tricated from | 
ual Decree of God. This we grant to be moſt true 5 but with bi _ Le 


this additional qualification : that Himſelf is Now the Cauſe, 
why He was from eternity Ele, or Reprobate. For, He is 
now in that yery ſtate, in which God foreſaw that he would be, 


when educed into exiſtence, endowed with reaſon, and aſhſted 
with ſufficient Grace, for the clear diſcernment of Good from 
| Evil.; and it now depends upon the. Liberty of his Will, thac 
God hath previſed him operating good or evil : ſo that the 
Decree of his EleCion, or Reprobation, is ſubſequent or poſteri- 
or to the Divine Przvifion of his future good, or evil Demers. 
To ſpeak yet louder ; God-therfore Elefed him to Glory,becauſe 
He Foreſaw that he would uſe both the Liberty of his Under- 
ſanding and Will, and that Supernaturall Light , or Divine 


Grace, which the Compaſſion of God youc 


ed for his Afﬀi- 


Rance, as he ought, to enable him to lead an honeſt and pious 
life: and therefore Reprobated him to miſery, becauſe He Fore- 


faw that he would Abuſe the Lights of Nature and Grace, in 


conſtantly and impenitently doing aGtions point-blank 
to their frequentand importune Adviſoes, This being inferred, 
the Fatiſt cannot bur perceive, that it lyes on his part, now to 
doe well, and with all the nerves of his Mind to, Cooperate to 
Divine Grace : that ſo God, from eternity foreſceing that his 


Conformity to the dictates of his Gone 
| WS 


may haye EleRted 


ne 


him. 
For 
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For if he ſhall counterinfle& his Will to the Inclinations of Di- 
vine Grace, and purſue Eyit: thoſe Eyil works ſhall be y 
they, which God from eternity having reſpe&- unto, hath Dam- 
ned him forthe Guilt of them, and impcrnitence for them, 
—u_— 5. Norcan He elude this truth, by pleading ; that God doth 
4 Sew mg c from eternity Forekrow, whether He ſhall be Elet,or Reprobate: * 


and that therefore of Neceſſity he ſ6a// be, what he 111 be, 


of Divine  fincethe Divine Science isuncapable of E/x/ion, or Mfutability. 
Prznotion, Becauſe, though God, indeed, had an infallible Przcognition, 
_ pracluded. Fom Erernity, whether hewould be Przdeftinate, or Reprobate; 
yet is that Prxcognition grounded upon his own eternal Decree, 
and that eternal Decree grounded upon his eternal Przvifion of 


the Fatiſts Good or Evil life. So that the actual Derermination 
of the Will of man to the conſtant proſecution of Good, is the 

. Baſis vr firſt Degreein this myſterious Climax of Predeftination; 
the Previfionthereof by God, the /econd ; thereſpeive Decree 
ef God, the third ; and his indeceprible Pre/cience the fourth 
and laft. Nor that theſe Amzece frowr and 'Conſecnrions are 
Temporany, i. e- not that the Preſcience of God is pofteriorro 
his Decree ; and his Decree-poſterior to his Previſion-(forthoſe 
3. makebur one fimpleand intire A& in the Divine Intellect and: 


will : and Eremity is but one ane Now, inc of 
Diviſion, becauſe of Cefſation) really, bur Anthropopathically - 
1.e.that narrow and remore Man,vhen he fpceulates the nature of 


his own Free-pHl.and that of Divine Puſt ice, as m_ Con- 

ffrent is neceffirated, for comprehenſion ſake, to fuppole ſome 

Momenta Rationis, or Priority and Poſteviority in Erernity, as 

Article 6. wetave fi entnciated 5 the 2, Avtiol. 4. Set. 6. chap. 
A ſecond ſub- precedent, | 


rerfuge ofthe 7 ; 
Failt, viz, that "MES = _— ' . * 
os Again, the Fatiſtcan juſtly promiſe 10 himſelf no greater pro- 
of the Decree Etion' s farther objeHon;thar,sf the Divine Decree be /ub- 
to Prenotion, - quent tro Divine Previſion : therefore 3s #t in his power to ſtag per 
doth implicate rhe Cerritude of the Deoree, and diſſobve its rigour into.an arbi- 
the poſſebility of py Mutabrliry. > becauſe the Decree is not made, 


the Subſequence 


ati, 9 Jeyponends, quidſoe fotarnr, burupon'a Suppoſnion whar. 


przyented. 


——_—————— Ree. 
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the furure AQtions of his life would be: and the Innmarabilicy 


thereof is eſtabliſhed upon the Neceſſity Swppoſitional, which Article 7. 


can diminiſh nothing of the Liberty of man, as we have more- © *bird Cor- 
| clulion,viz that 


then once profeſledly. eyinced, | the poſteirie 
And as little ſolid reaſon hath He to argue thus. If God did x Eleſtion 10 
therefore Ele&t me, only becauſe He erernally previſed thoſe Gods previſion 


Ce mk hich dr hn pſy rn) nn 


ſhall 1 my ſelf be to my ſelf the Author of my Diſcretion For, 1, ,1.he man 
tis not man, who by his own fingle power can make this Diſcre- theAuthor of bis 


tion, but the very Grace of God alone ; withour which no man 9w# Diſcretion, 
deteQed and 


. Caheyer attain ſo high as the foot of Goodgels, redargued. 


Conclude we, therefore; though it be not difficult tomans Rea- Article 8. 
ſon, to ifyeſtigate the Canſe, Why God was pleaſed ro or- Iwo Exiratts 
dain this veſſel for Honour, and that for Diſhonour ; why ' He, from cbe Nba | 
by the vigorous Magnet of his ſpecial Indulgence, doth Artra&t _ 5 Song 
this, and not that man ; Rill diſpenſing a fufficient portion of Fas. 
his illuminating Grace to all men : fince it is not obſcure, that Will co ſuffici- 
the Concarſe, Conſpiracy, and Cooperation of this mans Will to <2: Grace,nlay 

chat /#fſicient Grace, may inoffenſively be conceived to be the 2Snennes, 
Cauſe, atleaſta Cauſe, 'and ſo # contra, Yet isit (andthe Acu- Sr rg 
teſt Wits have, from the Flaws madein them by the more then thar co render 
Adamantine Hardneſs of this Rock, had great reaſon to: con- a reaſon, why 
jeQure it will always cotitinue) the moſt Deſpernts Difficulty, God did ant. 
that ere perplexed the Copgitations of inquifitive Mortality, © to nm as 
explore the reaſon, why God made men of ſucha condition, as chat All ſhould 
that ſome would Ee deftinate ro Honour, and others to Diſho- co to 
nour ; and rot All men ſuch, as that they ſhould willingly ſuffer ſuflicientGraee 
themlelyeso be Alleted by the Loaditone of his Love, of be —_— 
willing to cooperate to his Grace diffuſed upon .them : » bilityto 2A 


had it ſeemed convenient to his Wiſdome, He might havemade underſtandings 
All men ſuch, as that they would, with all ardency of Aﬀe@tion, other chen this, 
and force of their Wills, haye Cooperated to his Grace, and fo chat ſuch was 
have bin EleRted to Honor. And certainly, from hence alone; big eternal Will 
that our Delettion of Virtne, or Vice (conforme to which our | 
Minds are carried on with a _ of infrznable Tendency ; and 
TY 2 | 
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Article 9, 
The former 
Sophiſme,(ig- 
nava Ratio) in 
part diflslved, 
by. Plutarchs- 
Diſtin&ien ; 
that though All 
effeFts are come 
prebended in, 
yet all are not 
cauſed by Fate. 


wv 


to which the Przviſion of God being extended, He hath cither 
Ele&ed, or Reprobated) is  neceſlarily dependent upon. the 
Notions, or Species of things objected to our Senſes, and tra- 
ductiyely to our Cognoſcent Faculty.: there remains to- us more 
then a great occaſion of applauding and admiring the Mod 
and judgement of the Apoſtles Exclamation, 6 Altiruds | eſpe- 
cially when the Exhibition, or Preſentation of thoſe Notions, 
and Species doth depend upon that Concatenate Series, or ſub. 
alernate ſyntax and Diſpdſition of Cauſes and EffeRts, which 
God, when He Created the World, according to the Model 
of his own imperſcrutable Wiſdome, thought good to inſtitute. 
And this we have judged to be a faithfull Summarie of what 
the Divines Reſpons to this Circxan Charm, or Sophiſme of 
Adraſtus containeth.. Ea * 

The Remnant of our Aſſumption, is only to: contxaGt thofe 
voluminous Diſcourſes of Philoſophers, which perpendicularly 
point ar the Solution of the ſame moſt bloody and-impious So- 
phiſme, into a few medullary or eſfential lines, 


Platarch (de Fato) as Platos Interpreter, infiſting upon the 
przrecited: Adequation of Fateto the Civil Law ; hopes to 
decidethe-mighty Controverſy by. diftioguiſhing thus : Tamerſs 
omnia, que fiunt, Fato contineantur.; non tamen Fato omnia 
fieri :. ac ejuſmodi efſe ea, que Contingenter, ſive Libert, ac 


« Fortuito fiunt. Thatthough all chings, which: come to pals, 


« are contained in Fare ; yet are not all things effeRed By Fate : 


» and particularly thoſe Eyents, which are meerly Fortuitous, 
« and thoſe whichare effeed by Arbitrary Agents- Now, ac- 
cording to this eminent Diſtintion, we may concede ; that it is, 
indeed, comprehended in Fate, not only that Thou,. being caſt 
upon the thorny bed of Sickneſs, ſhalt or recoyer, . or periſh, 
but alſo that thou ſhalt or Conſult, or Negle& the Phyſician : 
Bat poſitively TY; that therefore either thy Conyaleſcence, 
or Deathis Faral, (ince tis Contingent; as allo, that thy uſe, or 


acplect of the Phyhcian, is Faral, ſince tis Arbitrary. - 
ST Notwith- 


—— — 
— 


— EI ns 
— 


w—_ 
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Notwithſtanding this nice and ſpecious Difſtintion , we 


confeſs, there remains a Diffica/ry, and ſuch a one as the orea- 


— 


Article 10. 
The inſuſhct- 


reſt Oedipyſes of the World may, without diſhonour ro their ny of rbar 


Perſpicacity, deſpair of itsfatisfaory Diſfolution ; viz. How 
jt can be, fince there is ſome Cauſe, which conducerhrather to 


D ſtinRion, t5 
the total ſolu- 
tion of theDif- 


thy Convaleſcence, then Deſtrution; or, e contr4, rather to ficulty ,duely 
thy DeftruCtion, then Convaleſcence ; and ſome Cauſe, which acknowledged. - 


induceth, or inclineth thee rather to Conſul, then Negle& the 
Phyſician, or, e contra, rather to Negle&, rhen Conlult him 
and fince thoſe Canſes had others Antecedent to them, and 


choſe were conneRed to others, and thoſe to others, &c, retro-, 


orade along the chain of Fate : How it can be, we ſay, that 
theſe Effects, being admitted to be Contained in Fate, may not 
be alſo admitted to be Cauſed by Fate, Eſpecially, when 'we 
cannot, without paſſion, quarrel at his Conſtruftion, who ſhall 
tell us;that to be Contained in Fate,is as much as to be connetted 
to the Series of Cauſes, and that little leſs, then to be Efte&ed 
by Fate. To palliate, not cure the Itch of Curioſity in this par=- 
ticular ; we ask leave, with the ſublimeſt and moſt daring 
Contemplators ofthe World,to recurr-to that General Aſylum; 
Non debet Humana Sapientia ſupra Divinam illam gloriari, 
juxta quam vetamnr ſcrupuloſins inquirere, quamobrem Deus 
fic ordinarit, And thisthe reaſon was of our ſaying, that the 
ſecond opinion of Divines, to our firſt . w———_ ſeemed - 
ble of Extrication from the Labyrinth of the 'Fatiſts VnaZzve 
Argmumentation : for our ſecond and more profounding medita- 
tions have found it far otherwiſe, - However, we judge it wor- 
thy our Readers Patience; here ro acquaint-himſelf with the 
ſubtle Evaſions of : fome Philoſophers ; 'cfpecially. when He 
ſhall ſuryey them in epitome. | T8; 


Plato (in 10. de. Repnb.) fagely  diſcourſing abour the fur 
ture Infſion of Souls into Bodies, imaginerh ſome certain Sortes; 
or Lots ; which Lachefis diſtiburing to ſouſs;-as ſhe pleaſes, 
thus inaugurates them : No# vor Demoxextipret, ſed vos De 
mouem eligetss ;- your Genius ſhall not obtrudeic ſelf upon you, 
Yy 3 bur. 


Article 11. 
The moſt pro- 
miſing Reſpon- 
les of ſomePhi. 
loſophers, con- 
ciſely przſen- 
red; wiz,of . 

I 


Plate. 
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Sentecas 


ces fuerint, f6 vors ſwſcepta. Tta non eſt hec contra Farum, [ed 


but every one ſhall ele& his owa particular Genius. And ſoon 
after, as a Comment upon his former Parable, He ſuperaddeth 
thus much; YVirtas ſola extra omnem ſervitutis noxam eſt ; 
libera plane & ſervire neſcia : quam prout quis vel honorabit, 
vel wegliget ; ita plus vel minus ex ea poſſidebit. Culpa omnis 
eſt penes eligentem ; Dens eft extra omnem culpam. Virtue 
« is alone ſuperior toall ſervitude and compulfion, being abſo. 
« lutely Free, and neſcious of ſubjeCion : of which every man 
« ſhall poſlels more orleſs, according to his eſtimation, or neg- 
« le&thereof. All blame is lodged on the Elefors fide : anda 
« none can be on Gods. In both which parabolical przſenta- 
tions collated, we need not the opticks of Sphinx to diſcover a 
lively adumbration of the Later opinion of Divines, which is 


yet warme in our memory; for therein appears a ſhadow or 


pale —_——— Divine Predeſtination, joyned hand in hand 
with the future uſe of mans Liberty : and this becomes the 
more viſible by Virtue, which is but the repreſentative, or ſuc- 


.cedaneum of Divine Grace. 


- And as for the mythology of his imaginary Sortes, or Lots ; 
Plotins (Ems 2+ libs 3.cap.15.) unriddleth them to be, not 
only the Diſpoſition of the Univers, at what time the Soul js 
immerſed into the body; nor only the individual Temperamenc 
of the Body, derived by traduction from the Parents ; nor onl 
the condition of. the Climate, region and place ; but alſo All 
other Extraneous Influences, by which the Mind may be either 
Adjuyated, or Impeded, in its right Ratiocination, Judicaure, 
EleRtion, and P tionof Good or Evil. 

Seneca (in 2. Nat. 2ueft. 35.) vindicating their Deyotion, 


who fled to the SanRuary of Prayers, Vowes, and Expiations, 


2as/2 more certain Preſervativefromthe Combuſtion of Light- 
ning, then a Chaplet of Laurel (whoſe caſe holds no remote 
Analogy to theirs, who in ſickneſs addreſs to the Phyſician) 
hath this obſervable and pertinent paſſage. Hoc habent commune 


nobs/cum, quod nes qaogqueexiſtimamns vota proficere, ſalva vi, 
ar 


ate Facorum. Yuedam enima Dis immortalibus ita 
den/a relifta fant, ut in byyum vertant,. fi admote Dits pre- 


ipſum 


_ 
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ipſum quoquein Fatoeſt, Ant futurum, inquit, eff, ant non. 
Si futurum, etiam fi non ſuſceperis vora, fiet. Falſa eſt intevre- 
gatio; quia illam mediam inter ſta exceptionem pratevis, Fn- 
rurum, inquam, hoc eſt, ſi vota [uſcepta fuerinr. Hoe queque 
nece(ſe eft, inquit, Fato compreheaſum ſit ; aut ſuſcipiat vorg, 
ant non. Puta me tibi mannus dare, & fateri hoc quogue Fats 
. #fſe comprehenſum, ut utique fiant vota ; ideo fiew. Fatuns 
eft, ut Hic diſermns fit ; ſed ſs literas didicerit. Ab eoldom 
fate contineter, ut literas difcat-; #deo difcer. He Dives orig » 
ſed f pan fp An in illo fati ordine, qui yatriemonium ith 


grande promittitur ; hoc gy prenet ene we waviger,. 


ideo navigabit, Tdem dico tibi de Expiationibus; effugies pe- 


riculg, expiaverit prediftas Divenitns 14s - at hoe qnoque- 


. 


, #2 expiet ; des expiabir, Sc. 


And Chryſppus (apnd” Agelliuns, lib; od 2,) being preſſed 


hard by the fame ponderous Argument of arr Exbi- 
bition of the Species of objeFts of the Mind ; is drivento affimi- 
late the Mobility of the Mind to that of a Cylinare, or Bowle, 
which in reſpect to both its Gravity and Figure, is- naturally 
indifferent either to acquieſce, or be agitated, xeeordi 
either permitred to its own quiet, 5 p/ano, cor detur 


ed from'it; 


G 
Chryſippms:- 


3s is _ 


' by anemernalimpuls. And this apon Deſign; by that famfliar- - 


Compariſonto illuſtrate theLiberty of the Mind to be of ſuch 2 


conflitution ; that thovghit cannot but be commoved by the- 


Species of ObjeRts irruent through the gates of rhe Senfes *-yet 


nevertheleſs is ic All in its -own power to afford, or deny" its - 


affent umothem,. e. ior to Elef?, or Rejett them. Vehich was: 


our only , in our precedent Difcourſe concerning the Firſt 


Aiations of the Mind, and their Conſequences, The words of 


Chuyfippac arethele. Sicrt (inquit) lapidem Cylindrum, i pe: 

. aria terre prona atque deriaa Tees Lepfons qnidem by 4 
imitinm precipitantie fucis  movx tamen ille preceps viltitgr ;; 
wu quia ##1d jam facis; ſed quoniam ita ſe modus rjus & for- 
me volubilitas habet : fic ordo, t& ratio Neceſſitatis Fats genera 
ipſa,. & proncipia cauſarum movet ; impetus vero confitterum,y. 


mentiumaee noſbr ar mw, __ ipſas voluntas_enjnfque 


propria, (5 mom? p ; 10 mMgena 


EMI. 


To 


# 52 The Liberty of mans Will, Fortune,and Fate, Chap.16 x * 


4. To which we may confarciate the moſt plauſible and pro- 
Aquinas. miling Reſpons of a School-man. Yoluie Deus homines deli- 
2 berare, eligere ? Deliberant ſine ulla vi, & eligunt per volun- 
ratem. Et tamen hoc ipſum, quod elefturi fucrunt, vidit ipſe 

ab eterno : ſed vidit, non coegit ; ſcivit,non ſanxit ; predixit, 

non prefcripſite Quid titubant bic noftri Cariones ? Miſelts ! 

non alins .mihi locus videtur inclariori Ince, nifs quod petulca 

mens iſta identidem ſe fcalpit, & exaſperat, mald quidem ſcapie 

infefta litigands, & . diſſerendi. Quomodo enim (inquiunt) ſi 

Deus previdis me peccaturum, & non poteſt falli iſta previſio; 

21078 Peceem __ ?. Certe nonneceſſario, pro tua -mente : 

libera voluntate hic interveniente. Nempe hoc previdit Dens, 

wt eo modo pecces, quo previdit: providit antem ut libere, igitur 
neceſſario libere peccas. . Satiw' hoc clarum ? ſedenim Dens ipſe 

iu nobis. omnis motus Author, Communiter Anttor , fateor : 


fed non niſi bout Fantor. Ad virtmem accingerts ? illo ſciente 


& excitante fit. Ad vitinm ? Sciente, finente, & ſapienter 
woderante in bonum finem. Hef 


Article 12, mn, alas! All this is Aer: and Curiohbty is as Chameleon. 


{45g For, though. we extend theſe duftile Diſtinans to the ex- 


{ponſes #quita- 


bly audited, & treme of .their capacity, and rack their importante with all the - 


cheir import nerves of the ſtrongelt reaſon : yet will they at length be found 


found co be no {gar ſhort of attaining fo much as to. the outſide of the re- - 


more then this; . 7 dike HS MN , 

> mote Myſterie,. as Impoſlibility, is '/beyond; Difficulty, Infinite 

nm a = beyond inite, Omn'ſtience > ha Neſcience; 9:5 ihe as 
f 4ſ- BY 

ſent, but not of the. inſcrutable Counſels of Divinity are aboye the comprehen- 

Diſſent 16 the fon of narrow, craſs, and frail Humanity. Had they fayd no 

wil of God. ore then He, who being aſſaulced with the fame confternating 

Scruple, returned in ſhort; Fate volentem ducunt, Nolentem 

trabunt :'. they had contrafted {but increaſed the weight of ) 

their Speculations. For that rich and emphatick Sentence com- 

prehends the ſubſtance of all their larger Evaſions ; and yer for 

all that the ſumme thereof ariſeth to no more then this : Though 

man hath a power of N wah $a Jet he hath no power of Ke- 

fftance ; i.e. though man hath ſuch a Liberty, that he may be 

drawn Not-xnwillingly, yet not ſuch as that.he may = be 

awn 
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drawn V nwillingly ; or, more plainly, that man hath'a'Free- 
dome of Aſſent, but not of Diſſent ; for who hathreſifted 'the 
© Nor could it have ptoved: any Diſparagement but contrary- 
wiſe, the higheſt Honewr, to which the circumſcribed Intel- 
le&uals of dark Monality have : any reaſon to aſpire, here to 
have confelled a Ne ultra, 4nd humbly acquired in a beco- 
ming deſpair, of other ſatisfaRtion- then this: Deis," ab 4triwe, 


Fats ſyntaxin, cauſarumve naturatinm ſeriens ſubalternating 


fic ordinaver, & ſanxit; quia fic ordinavit & ſanzit, 1,e. quis 
:gper/crmt abils ejurs ſapientice fie vifſum eſt. When the Wi of 
man, wanting the Ballaſt of Piety, bearsroo much fail;it:cannor 
elcape overſctting : eſpecially « adyentures:-uponthe irii« 
meas, yertiginous, and bottomleſs ocean of: Providence Divine; 
where All that is difcoverable, 'is darkneſs and horror.” What 
. greater Prudence did the great Plato ever thew, which might 
conſecrate his Memory to the venerableefteem of inferior Ages, 
then that in his introduRtian of Sec acer, preparing his Auditors, 
when He was to diſpute about fome gy concerned the 
- Attributes of the Divine Nature, withtis excellent Allay, or 
ſuppreſſive of ummoderate ſcrutiny in ſuch reſerved myfteries ; 
eEquum eſt, nos meniniſſe, & me qui diſſeram, & vos qui ju- 
dicabitis, Hominesefſe 3 meet it is for us roremember, that both 
I who am to-diſcourle,. and you who are to judge,are bur Mey. 
The Arcaua' of Gods Decrees are like the meridian Sun; on 
which'the more we gaze, the leſs we perceive: and all we can 
oajn by our audacious inſpeRtion, will be oaly Bliwdneſs and 
00 late Repentance. When the mdſt Learned and Acute, 
whoſe monuments of Perſpicacity are che moſt refulgent'Gemms 
in the embroidered coate of Fame, have found their Diſquiſki 
terminated in the ſenſible. Mellifice of Bees, the contexture of 
Spiders, the ſpinſtry of Silkworms (not to adyance 'ts thoſe 
Giaat Problems of the reciprocal Aﬀflux and Reflux of the Sea; 
the fenſible torrent of the Aer from Weſt to Baſt under the Tro- 
picks;.the Cauſe of Earthquaks ; the motions and-diftances of 


Diamecce 


Article 13. 
A Debortation 
from immode- 
rate Curioſity, 
in Divine My- 
fteries: and 


conciſe Adhar= 


tation to con- 

| _ unto, and 
calmly acqui- 
eſce in _ 
vealed will of 
God, 


Celeſtial or - Quinteſſential bodies ; the Circumference and = 
Z z ER 


- 
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Diametre of the Globe Ferraqueous,. and its Eibration or ſuf- 


penſion. upon. Nothing ; the +yerticiry- and Alliciency of the 
Loadſtone; the nature of the Soul, &c.) we ſay, whenthe moſt 


Eagle-eyed Indagators have found themſelves diſcouraged, and 
at a-loſs-in'thele minute Mechanicks of Nature : what a di- 
tcaed Inſolency- is it for us ro Attach thoſe infinitely more 
inexplorable Abſtrulities.of che Divine Pczordination, which 
are coo intenſe for-the: ſtronger -Opticks of Cherubins? Whar 
did grave and modeſt Antiquity: defign, by their ereing of the 
Ratue of. that Monſter, Sphinx, over the doores of their Tema 
ples ? -oaly this ; by the comminarion of imminent Deſtruction, 
to deterr the Curious. from prying into the recluſe and abſcondite 
Santtum Santtorum of the Deity, This the profound Emclid 
 morethen-glanced at,-when, being interrogated- by ſome Phi. 
; Jopragmonift ; hoped to confound the' Mathematicks with 

the /Meraphylicks) concerning the Nature and Politie- of the 


Gods, He made this incomparable anſwer : -» wsy da 3ve | 


USa, Ths wiv qrmanptyuorts 3n watoi, iognras iſa; as for 
- other ghings concerning the-Gods, I know nought , , but this 
L know full well , that they deceſt and abominate the profane- 
ly Curious. And this” that. Teverend ' Farh#y - alſo refleed 
on, when He ſayd;; Ur multo facilins invenit ſyderum 
Conditorem humilus Pietas, quam ſyderum ordinem ſuperba 
Curioſitas ; ita firma ſtabilique fide- ſciamns omne Dei judi- 
ciam juſtum eſſe; & '\nbs inveſtigare- non poters quart ita 
judicaret , '(ufficiet ſtire quis judicaret. ©' Since therefore it is 
impoflible for us to- make our felves privy tothe Concealed Will 
of our Creator ; all that remains on- our part,-is to- endeyour, 


with all humility and ferenity , roconforme and' cooperate to 


his. Revealed 2 aNfuring our ſelyes , that He , who 'is All 
Wiſdome and Goodneſs, can will nothing but what is Good, 


nay. infinitely better for us, -then what our imperfe&- and de- 


ceprible underſtanding - can inftruft our Will to- defire for our 
ſclyes. This was the nobleſt refolye of the noble Eprftetss: 
Semper ,magis. vol ,,quad' Dens: wult., quam quod' Ego: 
adiungar i{li,uelut mint fer &-' afſecla; camillo.- appeto; cun 
- 4le deſederd',,. Tuned Deus velt, volo.. And in truth; this-is 


the: 


| 


— _ 
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the only true Halcyon, that can calme all the diftraing 

rempeſts of our Cares ; the imperturbed Haven , wherein the 

| Weather-beaten veſſels of our Minds may ſafely Anchor, and 

| bid defiance to all the impetuous Gufts of Adverſity, .and 

| Temptations; the Magiſterial Elixir of all vireze, and ©. 
of all real Delight ; nay, Heaven anticipated ; and the Term 

wherein both my Cogirations and Pex ſhall acquieſce, 


All Glory be to God ont lugh , on earth Peace, and A 
| Good Wil rowar ds men. | | 3 


